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THE 
DEATH OF ABEL. 


— 


TE AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 


NOW venture on a more ſublime ſubje& than has hitherto 
employed my pen, from a defire of knowing whether m 
abilities will bear a farther trial. This is a curioſity whi 
ought to influence every man. The public are too apt to diſ- 
courage a young poet who has ſucceeded in one branch of 
poetry, and are for confining him to thatonly in which he has 
been once ſucceſsful, as his xe hlus ultra; as if that alone was 
the very thing in which he could ſhew the whole ſtrength of 
his genius, when, perhaps, ſome external circumſtance, or a 
me accident, rather than any particular impulſe, determined 
is choice, | 


Though a poet who attempts the ſublimer parts of 
were not entitled to regard from 'the public, he would find 
himſelf amply rewarded in the happy execution of his volun- 
tary taſk. To revolve a vaſt variety of things, to trace the 
motives of ations to their original ſource, to characters, 
and through intricate oecurrenees gradually to open intereſting 
events, is attended with a thouſand pleaſures. Nature is % 
him an inexhauſtible magazine, hence true genius colleQs 
every material that can embelliſh his favourite objech then is 
the whole mind in action, and talentsare awakened which would 
very probably otherwiſe have lain dormant and unknown. _ 


But it will be ſaid, at this rate, we ſhall have nothing to read 
but epic poems and tragedies, They who are apprehenſive af 
ſuch a misfortune ſhould know, that when I fay-ſuch compo- 
fitions will give greater and more various pleaſures than little: 


pieces to the poet, I mean, it will alſo be the lame with ther 
reader. However, (few have re for large: 
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performances: 
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ormances: moſt men are taken up with occupations of a 
different nature ; many will chuſe to pay their addreſſes to a 


| Teſs coy miſtreſs than the epic muſe; and I dare propheſy we 


ſhall never be without maſter-pieces in every branch of poetry. 
Far be it from me to depreciate the light and ſportive works of 
fancy ; for though I wiſh for more Homers, I yet think Æſop 
and Anacreon cannot be too much admired. | 


Some will be aſtoniſhed, and others offended, that I have 
taken for my ſubje& a Scripture Hiſtory, The latter, I will 
ſuppoſe, are ſomewhat advanced in years, and have, by being 
immerſed in buſineſs, and the arduous taſk of growing rich, 
been prevented from looking into new books: theſe have a 
zeal for the honour of their religion, and retain all the preju- 
dices they imbibed in their youth againſt poetry, having drawn 
their knowledge of that divine art from ſpecimens, which a 
very few excepted, are neither worthy to be known or valued. 
A poet, in the times of their Joo was eſteemed, even by 
ſenfible Germans, only as a droll fellow, a kind of buffoon. 
But to thoſe who have peruſed the Bible with ſo little ſenſe of 
its beauties, as to make a fin of this undertaking, I have no- 
thing to ſay; they muſt be void of tafte, and to reaſon with 
them would be as ridiculous as to carry a lantern before the 
blind. It is to thoſe who are capable of reflection I would 
now addreſs myſelf. I would with theſe to obſerve that the 
works which made poets be confidered in a contemptible light, 
were wrote in an age when poetry was in its wretched declen- 
fion, and far from its original and genuine dignity. It has 
always been in the retinue of religion, and is of no ſmall ſer- 
vice to it, being the moſt energetic method of conveying ſen- 
timents of virtue and devotion. It affords a noble delight to 
the underſtanding ; it improves the heart, and excites to what- 
ever is virtuous and praiſe-worthy. But to anſwer theſe ſalu- 
tary purpoſes, even when it relaxes and ſports, its wit muſt be 
decent and pure, and have a tendency to create a contempt for 
r profaneneſs. Poetry of the looſe kind I deſpiſe 
an . 5 — 


Under the conduct of prudence, virtue, and good manners, 
poetry may be allowed to take its ſubje& from the great truths 
ot our holy religion. What can be more proper for the exer- 


eiſe of genius than the facred hiſtory? As Chriſtians, we 
- aſſent to its truth; as Chriſtans, we are all cqually concerned 


in its important events. The poet, if he 11as the art of illuſ- 
trating the characters he draws from divine hiſtory with what 
is and pleaſing, and placing them in an inſtructive 
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view, will have an opportunity of conveving, in the cleareſt 
and moſt ſtriking manner, the ſalutary influence of religion 
and piety into the hearts of all claſſes of men, and will be read 
with pleaſure by people in every fituation. If this be attempted 
by a head wnequal to the taſk, ſuch compoſitions, I allow, 
may do more harm than good; but is not this equally the 
caſe with all injudicious expoſitious. ++ ˖ 


This liberty with the ſacred hiſtory has been uſed in all na- 
tions; and among vs, even at the time of the Reformation, 
none took umbrage at the dramatic pieces taken from the 
Seriptures: theſe were publicly allowed, though their princi- 
pal merit was the good intention of their authors, the poetry 
being far from elegant. 


- 


But a new objeRor ftarts up, and cries, © At this rate the 
Bible will become a mere fahle.“ I would aſk him if this has 
been the fate of profane hiſtory? Homer and Virgil took the 
ſubje& of their poems from ancient hiſtory; but who ever 
thought of adjuſting thoſe hiſtories by their poems? or who- 


ever, in reading their works, imagined them to be hiſtorians, 


or conſidered them in any other light than as poet? 

There is yet another numerous clafs of people to whom 1 
muſt pay my court: theſe are they who are tos exceſſively 
polite to reliſh heroes who have a {ons of piety ; 'who talk of 
religion, who are ſerious, and affe& neither raillery nor wit. 
Characters drawn from thoſe exhibited in the days of thinking, 
muſt make a ſtrange appearance to theſe ſons of faſhion.” Io 
theſe ſlaves of mode [ would whiſper it - as a ſecret, -that, 


being myſelf young, and, like them, fond of applauſe, I will, 
p N to obtain their ſuffrages, give this ſubject a new 
refs, 1 
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HE work frcm which this is attempted is wrote by Mr. 

SGeſſner, of Zurich, in Swiſſerland. The rtapidity of 
the ſale does honour to the taſte of the Swiſs and the Via 
it having paſſed through three editions in one year. 


The fubje& is the Death of Abel, which is the moſt remark- 
able event recorded in the ſacred hiſtory from the fall to the 
| deluge. The poet has had the art to intereſt us in the diſtreſ- 
ſes. of our firſt parents and their immediate deſcendants, by 
the lively and affed ing manner in which he manages the paſ- 
ſions, and by the graces and truth he throws into his paintings, 
_ while he deſcribes the fimple manners of the firſt inhabitants 


All our author's works, of which this is the firſt that has 
been tranſlated into Engliſh,” are wrote in a kind of looſe 
poetry, unſhackled by the tagging of rhimes, or counting of 
ſyllables. This method of writing ſeems perfectly ſuited to the © 
German. language, and is of a middle ſpecies hetween verſe 
and proſe ; it has the beauties of the firſt, with the eaſe of the 
laſt. It is not, however, peculiar to Mr. Geflier ; for in this 
manner the great Fenelon wrote his, Telemachus, 


Of this attempt I am not qualified to ſpeak: were I to decry 
it, 1 ſhould he deemed guilty of affectation; if ſincere, I ſhould 
be certainly arrogant aid rude in offering it to the public, and 
to praiſe it would be preſumption. But I will venture to ſay, 
that I flatter myſelf my copy has eſcaped any glaring deformity, 
though it may want many of the moſt inimitable graces of tlie 
charming original. That painter muſt indeed he a dauber, 

who could make a difagreeable picture, while he attempted to 
copy a Raphael or a Titian. Such as it is, I leave it to the 
candour of the reader, believing that, notwithſtanding the loud 
cry of univerſal depravity, no one will, without juſt cauſe, 
and in mere wantonneſs of cruelty, condemn the aſſidious efforts 


of a female per 
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! | | 
- BOOK IL 
ENCEFORTH repoſe in filence, thou ſoft pipe; 
| no more I render thee vocal, no more 1 chant the 
{imple mannet: of the ruſtic ſwain. Fain would 1 raiſe 
my voice to bolder (trains, and in harmonious lays re- 
hearſe the adventures of our primeval parents, after their 
dreadful fall, Fain would I celebrate him, who, ſacri- 
ficed by a brother's fury, his duſt firſt mingled with the 
earth. Come, thou noble Enthuſiaſm! that warneſt 
and filleſt the mind of the rapt poet, who, during the 
ſilent hours of night contemplate in the gloom of the 
thick grove, or at the fide of a clear ſtream glimmering 
with the moon's pale lamp; when ſeized by à divine 
tranſport, Imagination takes her flight, and with bold' 
wing traverſing the region of created ſubſtances; pene-- 
trates into the diſtant empire of Poſſibilities, 'difeover-- 
ing with clear view the marvellous that captivates, and 
the beautiful that enchants. Loaded with treaſure, ſhe 
returns to arrange and conſtruct her various materials. 
Taught by reaſon to chooſe and rej ect, ſhe, with a wiſe 
ceconomy, admits only what forms harmonious relations. 
Delighted employment Laudable conſtancy? I honour 
the bard, who, to excite ſentiments of virtue in the 
yielding heart, watches the noctural ſong of the graſ- 
hopper till the riſing of the morning ſtar. Poſterity 
will crown the urn of a poet, who conſecrates his talents - 
to virtue and to innocence : his name ſhall not be: for=.. 
got; his reputation ſhall bloom with unfading verdurey* 
while the trophies of the proud conqueror ſhall moulder- 
| in 
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in the duſt, and the ſuperb mauſoleum of the tyrant 
ſhall ſtand unknown in the midſt of a deſart, where 
human feet have made no path. Few, it is true, who 
have ventured on theſe noble ſubjects, have received 
from nature the gift of ſinging well; but the attempt is 
laudable: to it I conſecrate all my moments of leiture, 
and all my ſolitary walks. 

The tranquil hours had juſt given Aurora the tint of 
the roſe, and diſpelled the vapours of the night that had 
hovered over the ſhadowy earth, while the ſun, begin- 


ning to dart his firſt rays behind the black cedars of the 


mountains, tinged with radiant purple the halt-enlight- 
ened clouds, when Abel and his beloved Thirza left 
their Jeafy couch, and repaired to a neighbouring bow- 
er, compoſed of interwoven jeſſamine and roles. The 
tendereſt love and the pureſt virtue ſhone with mildeſt 
beams in the fine blue eyes of Thirza, and gave attrac- 
tive graces to the carnation of her checks; while her 


fair locks, waving in ringlets on her ſnowy neck, and 


hanging with becoming negligence down her back, 


added to the beauty of her fine and delicate form. 


Thus ſhe walked by the fide of Abel, whoſe high fore: 
head was ſhaded with ringlets of the paleſt brown, 
reaching no lower than his ſhoulders, An air of 
thought and reflect ion was agreeably mixed with the 


ſweet ſerenity of his looks, and he moved with the eaſy 


grace of an angel, who, charged with the gracious beheſts 
of the Moſt High, becomes viſible to the enraptured: 


ſaint in an human form; but the veil he aſſumes is of 


ſuch raviſhing beauty, that through it ſhines the angel. 
Thirza, with a look of affection, and a tender ſmile, 


cCried— O my love! now the birds awake, and begin 


to chant their morning ſong, let me hear the hymn you 
yeſterday ſung, in theſe ſmiling paſtures ; let me join 


alſo in the rapturous employment of praiſing the Lord. 


The melody of thy lips intpires my heart with an holy 
tranſport, and nothing can charm me more than to hear 


_ thee utter, in proper terms, the ſenſations-1 feel, but 
am unable to expreſs,” Abel tenderly embracing her, 


replied 
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replied—*My lovely Thirza, inſtantly Iwill grant thy 
requeſt : I no ſooner read thy wiſhes in thine eyes, than, 
with a lover's haſte, I ſtrive to fulfil them.” They 
then ſeated themlelves in the fragrant bower, whoſe 
entrance was gilded by the morning ſun, and Abel thus 
an— | ; , g 
' «Retire, O ſleep, from every eye! Fly ye hovering 
dreams! Reaſon again reſumes her throne ;- again ſhe 
illumines the mind, as the morning ſun enlightens the 
fertile earth. We hail thee, reſplendent ſun, who dart- 
eſt thy beams from behind the cedars; thy friendly rays 
give light and colour to re- animated nature, and every 
beauty ſmiles with new - born graces. | Hog: 
« Retire,, O ſleep, from every eye! Fly ye hovering 
dreams, to the ſhades of night! Where are now the 
ſhades of night? They are fled to the caves of the 
rocks; they wait us in the thick grove; we ſhall find 
them there, and berefreſhed by their coolneſs during the 
ſultry heat of noon. See where the new-born day firſt 
wakes the eagle; where on the glittering ſummits of the 
rocks, and the ſhining ſides of the mountains, the exhas - 
lations aſcend and mix with the pure air of the moraing 
as the ſmoke of burat-offerings ariſes from the altak,. 
Thus nature celebrates the returning hght, and pays to 
nature's God the ſacrifice of grateful praiſe. Praiſe 
| Him all things that exiſt ; praiſe ' him whoſe wiſdom .. 
and goodneſs produced and preſerves all. Ye ſpringing 
flowers, exhale the ſweets He gave you in His praiſe. 
Ye winged inhabitants of the grove, pour forth the 
warbling of your little throats to Him who: gaveryou | 
voice and melody; while the majeſtic lion pays him 
honepr with the terrors of his mouth, and the caverns 
of the rocks reſound His praiſe. - Praiſe God, O my 
foul! praiſe God the Creator and Preſerver. Let the 


voice of man reach Thy throne, O Lord ! before that : 


of thy other creatures. In the grey twilight, at the 
dawn of the morning, while the birds and beaſts. yet 


| fleep, may my ſolitary ſong find acceptance, and ine . 
the reviving creation to praiſe Thee, the Cents 


* 
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preſerver. How magnificent are thy works, O God! 
Wiſdom and goodneſs are ſtamped on all. Wherever 
| turn my eyes, I perceive the traces of Thy bounty; 
_each ſenſe is tranſported, and conveys their infinite 
beauties to my raviſhed mind. O God! weak and frail 
as | am, fain would I attempt Thy praiſe, What in- 
duced Thee, Maker Omnipotent, for ever happy in 
Thyſelf, to call from nothing this gay creation? What 
induced Thee, Thou Self-exiſtent, to form man out of 
the duſt, and to give him the breath of life? It was 
Thine infinite goodneſs : Thou gaveſt him being, that 
thou mighteſt confer on him happineſs. O ſmiling 
morn | In thee I ſee a lively image of the work of the 
great Creator. When the ſun diſperſes the vapours of 
the horizon, and drives night before his ſteps, all nature 
revives with renewed luſtre. The Almighty ſpoke; 
Darkneſs fled, and filence heard His voice : He com- 
manded, and myriads of living creatures emerged from 
the teeming carth, fluttered in the air with variegated 
plumage, and rendered the aſtoniſhed woods vocal with 
the praiſes of the beneficent Creator. Earth again 
bears the voice of her Almighty Maker: the heaving 
clods riſe in innumerable ſhapes, and burſt into new lite 
and motion. The new-formed horſe bounds o'er the 
verdant turf, and neighing ſhakes his mane: whfile the 
ſtrong lion, impatient to free himſelf from the cumbrous 
earth, attempts bis firſt roaring. A hill teems with 
life ; it moves; it burſts, and from it ſtalks the huge 
unwieldy elephant. Thefe are Thy works, O Thou 
Omnipotent! Each morn thou calleſt Thy, creatures 
from ſleep, the image of non-exiſtence; they awake 
furrounded by Thy bounties, and join uganimoys to 
chant Thy praiſe. The time will come, when Thy 
praiſe ſhall reſound from every corner of the. peopled 
earth; when Thine altars ſhall blaze on every hill, and 
man ſhall celebrate Thy wondrous works from the riſing 
to the ſetting day. 


4 by his beloved Thirza. He 
cenſed; yet Ihe, filled with a divine trauſport, ſee med 
eel * « $ 7 ; ſi 
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fill to hear. At length, encircling him in ber ſnowy- 
arms, while her eyes beamed tenderneſs, ſhe cried—*©Q 
my love! the muſic of thy lips raiſes my mind to God. 


Thy endearing care not only protects my feebler body, 


but under thy direction my ſoul itſelf takes her flight: 
thou art her guide, amidſt the obſcurity of doubt and 
darkneſs: thy wiſdom diffipates the clouds, and turns 
her aſtoniſhment into devout extaly. How often have 
I, inſpired by gratitude, rendered thanks to God Moſt 
High, for having created me for thee, and thee, for me, 
O my love! unanimous in every wiſh, we were formed 
to bleſs each other. e 
While ſhe ſpoke, conjugal tenderneſs diffuſed inex · 
preſſible graces on every word and every geſture. Abel 
remained ſilent; but his ſoftened look, while he ſnatch- 
ed her to his boſom, and the tear juſt ſtarting from his 
gliſtening eye, ſpoke unutterable love, Thus happy 
was man, thus pure his delights, The fruitful earth, 
refreſhed and fitted him for aftion- by her bounties. 
Contented with neceſſaries, he afks of Heayen only yir-" 
tue and health. Luxury anddiſcontent had not yet filled 
him with inſatiable deſires, which inventive of number- 
leſs wants, bury happineſs under a load of ſplendid mi- 
ſeries. An union of hearts then formed the nuptial tie. 
No fear of waſting penury, or the frown of à tyrannic - 
parent; no low ambition; no want of lands or gold, 
then kept the ſoft maid from the fond boſom of the 
youth ſhe loved. Theſe cares are thy gifts, O Luxury! 
Abel and Thirza were ſtill ſeated, when Adam and 
Eve entered the bower. They had liſtened. with delight 
to the ſong of Abel, and heard Thirza vent the effuſi- 
ons of her fondneſs. They now tenderly [embraced 
their children, while their hearts expanded with pa- 
—_ affect ion, and a lively, joy glowed on their 
| . Mabala, Cain's ſpouſe, had followed the footſteps f 
her mother, and bad been witneſs of the bappioels - 
of her brother and ſiſter, Her pure mind was free 
from Envy, baleſul paſſion} yet dejeRion. ſat on her 
WR he N , - Countenancs 
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ountenance, a mild Languor appeared in her eyes, 

row had faded the bloom once ſeen on her now pallid 


7 


THE DEATH OF ABEL. 


1 


check, She had heard Thirza expreſs her gratitude to 


Heaven for having been created for Abel, and he for 
her, Their mutual tenderneſs forced tears from. ber 
eyes, and ſighs from her pained boſom, while fad re- 
membrance drew the compariſon between the two 


- hofbands, But ſoon ſhe wiped away the pearly drops, 


and with a graceful ſmile entered the bower, where, 


with cordial affetion, ſhe fatuted her brother and ſiſter. 


At the fame time Cain, paffing by the fragrant ſhade, 
had beard Abel's melodious voice, and had beheld his 
delighted father tenderly embrace him. At this fight 
Envy fixed her envenom'd fling in his heart, and he, 
ziving a furious look at the bower, cried—*® What 
igns of joy are here! What fond carefles ! I too might 
fing, were my days, like his, ſpent in idly reclining in 
the ſhade, while the flocks were ſporting or cropping 
the green herbage. But 1 am not made for ſinging. 
Rugged labour is my inheritance. Though I turn the 
be, though I break the ftubborn earth, curſt for my 
ther's fin with barrenneſs, = my fatigues meet no 
ſuch fond rewards. Did my foft brother but toil, like 
me, one day beneath the ſcorching ſun, twould ſpoil 
his muſic; he'd trill no ſongs. What, more embraces! 
How I hate this effeminate dalliance! But, if that fair 
vouth be pleaſed, no matter what I hate.“ a whe 


Cain then with haſty ſtep walked on. He had been 


overheard, and his difcontent bad filled the happy famil 

in the bower with deep concern. Mahala became ftil! 
more pale, and diſſolving in tears, funk down by the 
fide of Thirza; while Eve, reclining on her huſband, 
lamented the obduracy of ber firſt- born. O my 


much - loved parents! cried Abel,“ 1 will follow my 


unbappy brother: I will embrace him, and ſay what- 
ever fraternal love can diate, to engage his affection: 
Tu try every art of perſuaſion, to make him forget his 
anger: I will not leave him till he promiſes to love me. 


Thave ſearched into the very bottom of my foul, to 
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know by what means | may regain him, and find ay 
to his Ls Sometimes I hats kindles his extingulth- - 
ed love; but, alas; too ſoon the "4 nigh and 
ſullen ſadneſs damps the ſacred flame,” 

With troubled look, Adam anſwered 41 mula. 
my beloved Abel, will go to your brother. Realon 
and paternal love "ſhall unite their force to combat his 
obduracy ; be will nat, ſurely, reGſt the authority and 
tenderneſs of an afflicted father—O Cain, Cain, with 
what torturing cares doſt thou fill my heart! The tu- 
mult of tyrannic paſſions has chaſed from my ſoul every 
ſentiment of benevolence and virtue —O 110! fatal.fin! 
terrible is the deſolation thou ſpreadeſt in the human 
breaſt. What gloomy. preſages torture my fad bolom, 
when I look through futurity, and behold. thy ravages - 
among my unhappy. offspring,” Thus ſpoke the father 
of mankind, Grief ſat heavy on his venerable brow, 4 
4 left the bower, and with haſty ſtep ba bis firſt-» | 

; 4 
Cain bebeld bim coming, and, enn from his la 
bour, thus began—** What means this ſterneſs in my 
father's look? It was with no ſuch air of ſeverity {4 
cameſt to. embrace my brother. Why 95 thine AP 
reproach me.” 

Thou wouldſt not, my ſon, have read i reproach i 71 
mine eyes,” returned Adam, were thou not Hes 
thou deſervedſt it. Yes, Cain, thou deſervedſt repre 
and thy offended father 1 is come to thee in all the bitter; 4 
neſs of grief, _ 

4 Without any love,“ interrupted Cain 3 hat eule 


tion is reſerved for Abel.“ 

« With love alſo,” related Adam; « ere 9 
witneſs, 1 love thee with a father's fondnels.. 
tears, theſe inquietudes and goxjous cares: that e * 
me, and no lets her who brought thee LO W. 1 
have their ſource in the moſt ionate Jove. | 


tender love that cauſes the'filence of the night 5 
rupted by our ſighs and lamentations. „ Caint - 
ar thou love. wy it 4 be thy ON [cars % 4 
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dry up our tears; and to diſpel that cloud of grief 
which darkens our days, and fills them with horror. 
Ab! if thou ſtill retaineft in thy breaſt any regard for 
the Omniſcient Creator, to whom the inmoſt recefles of 
thine heart are open; if the leaſt ſpark of filial love to 
us, thy parents, ſtill remains in thine obdurate foul, 1 
conjure thee, by that regard, and that love, to reſtore 
to us our loſt peace; reſtore, O my fon! our extin- 
guiſhed joy. Nouriſh no longer againſt thy brother, 
againſt thy brother who loves thee with a ſincere affecti- 
on, this ruthleſs hatred. He longs to embrace thee. 
Gladly would he clear from thy mind the tares of dil- 
content with which it is over- run. O Cain! thou wert 
my firſt- born, the beginning of my ſtrength. When 

thine infant eyes opened to the light, I beheld thee with. 
all the father in my heart, Wherefore then is thy foul 
diſquieted? Why does envy dwell in thy boſom, 
becauſe I rejoice too in thy brother? His refined and 
exalted piety drew from us tears of joy, and we in the 
ſweet tranſport careſſed him. The angels, who ſur- 
round us, applaud every good action. The Almighty 
himſelf looks down from heaven's high arch, and regards 
with complacency the grateful offeriags of a thankful 
heart. Wouldſt thou change the invariable nature of 
beauty and goodneſs? This is not in our power, and 
if it were, Cain, how muſt we be depraved, hefore we 


could wiſh to withſtand the noble joy, the tender, tho 


exquiſite feelings, that bigh-taiſed cevotion and exalted - 
virtue create in the enraptured ſoul! Darkneſs, ſtorms, 
and the thunders of Heaven, call forth no gentle ſmile 
onthe hum countenance; as little do the agitations of 


. boiſterous paſhons caule joy to ſpring up ia the human 
Wm nt, gem? e woe Bod the uman 


> "Cain ſterply anſwered—® Is reproach then all that I. 


um to bear from a father's lips? If my face does not 


Uways wear a pleaſing ſmile; if tears of tenderneſs do 


hotTollow each other tlown my cheek, am l for this to 


5 branded” with deteſtable vices? Born with more 
armnels, bold enterprizes and ſevere toils have ever been 
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my choice, Nature has ſtamped on my forchead a 
manly gravity. I cannot weep or ſmile at every trifle, 
Does the towering eagle coo like the timorous dove? 
Adam with majeſtic gravity, returned: Thou de- 
ceiveſt thyſelf; thou harboureſt in thy boſom horrid. 
ſentiments that will rankle in thine heart, and render 
thee wretched, if they are not ſtifled. O Cain] it is 
no manly gravity that is ſtamped on thy brow; it is 
envy, {orrow, and gloomy diſcontent. Theſe ate ſeen 
in thine eyes; the diſturbance of thy mind is viſible in 
thy whole deport ment. Thine inward dejection, O my 
fon! has ſpread a cloud over all thy proſpects. Hence 
ariſe thy continual murmurs, thy peeviſhneſs and paſ- 
lion diiring the labours of the day; hence thy unſocial 
averſion to us: hence the black melancholy to which 
thou art a prey. Tell, oh, tell thine affectionate 
father what will give thee caſe! It is his ardent wiſh thut 
thy days may paſs ſerene as the vernal morn. What 
cauſe haſt thou, O Cain, to be diſquieted? Are not all 
the ſprings of happineſs open to thee? Indulgent Natuſt 
offers to thee all her beauties. The good, the uſeful, 
the agreeable, are they not thine as well as ours? Why 
then doſt thou leave the bleſſings, of Heaven untaſted, 
and complaineſt of wretchedneſs? Is it becauſe thou 


ior 1 of good? Be cheerful, O my fon! Caſt fur : 
Arr. 
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diſturb thy thoughts, no longer throw a frightiul gloom 
over the natural ſerenity of thy countenance. . Open 
thine heart to every ſocial affection, and look with 
eful complacency on all the innocent pleaſures which 
ature diſplays before thee.” | 


66 Do not I know that, was my heart at caſe, every 
thing around me would give me delight? But can | 
filence the ſtorm, ot bid the 1mpetuous torrent flow in 
8 placid ſtream? I am born of woman, and from my 
nativity ſentenced to milery. On my unbappy head 


the Almighty has poured forth the cup of maiediction, 


It is not tor. me Nature diſplays.ber beauties, nor do the 
flreams of blils, of which you take ſuch plentiful 
dravghts, flow for me.” _ 5 

Alas! my fon,” ſaid Adam, with a voice rendered 
. almoſt inarticulate by his ſtrong emotions. and tears, 
„tis but too true, that the Divine maledict ion was 


pronounced on all born of woman: but why, Oh! 


why ſhouldſt thou believe that God hath poured on 
thee, our. firſt-born, more of his wrath, than on us, 
the firſt tranſgreflors? No, this is not, this cannot be 
the caſe; Sovereign goodneſs contradifts it, No, my 


deaf. ſon, thou wert not born for miſery, the beneficent 


Creator never called any of bis creatures into being to 
render them unhappy. Man may, indeed, by bis own 
folly, wake himſelt wretched, If he ſuffer his reaſon to 
yield to impetuous paſſion, ignorant of true ſelicity, be 


may render his life a burden, and convert what is natu- 


rally good and ſalutary into a deſtructive poiſon. Thou 


light. Thou canſt force into ſubjection every 


© 


A e every irregular defire, Gain, O my 
ſon] this noble victory over thyſelf, and it will refine 
thy ſentiments: thy whole ſoul will be illuminated; 

darkness and diſtreſs will vaniſh like the miſt. of the 
belore the lolar ray. There was a time, my dear 


ſon, 


dawn 
Nn 


„What need of all theſe exhortations !“ cried Cain. 


* canſt not ſilence the ſtorm, nor ſtop the rapidity of the 
-— gorrent;.Þut thou canſt diſpel the clouds of dilcontent 
n reaſon, and reſtore to thy ſoul its ori- 
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ſon, when have ſeen even thee ſhed tears: when, from 
the gratulations of conſcience, Joy has ſpread itſelf 
through all thy powers; delightful fruit of ' virtuous ac- 
tions! J refer it to thyſelf, Cain, wert thou not then 
happy ? Was not thy ſoul, like the clear azure of the 
heavens, unclouded, unſpotted. Recover that beam of 
the Deity, Reaſon: let her clear light direct thy Reps, 
and Virtue, her inſeparable companion, will reſtore joy 
and permanent felicity to thy purified heart. Liſten, 
O Cain! and comply with the advice of thy father; 
The firſt injunction that Reaſon lays on thee-is, to 
embrace thy brother, With what joy will he receive 
thy endearments! with what tenderneſs will he return 
them!“ 15 r N 
Father,“ replied Cain, (when at the heat of non, 
I reſt from my labour, I will embrace him. 1 cannot 
now leave the field, I promiſe I will obey thee,” and 
embrace my brother: but, while I breathe, my hrar 
ſoul will never be diſſolved to that effeminate weaknels 
which fo endears him to you, and makes your eyes run 
over with tranſport. To a ſoftneſs like this we all owe 
the curſe denounced againſt us, when, in Paradiſe, ou 
weakly ſuffered yourſelf to be overcome by a woman's 
tears. — But what do ] ſay? Dare I reproach'my father? 
No, my venerable parent, I reverence thee, and am 
filent.” Thus ſpake Cain, and returned to his labour, 
Adam temained motionleſs, with his hands and eyes 
raifed to Heaven. At length, in a tone of deep diſtreſ 
he cried—*® O Cain, Cain! I have deferved theſe cut? 
ting reproaches: hut ſhouldſt thou not have ſpared thy 
father? Shouldſt thou not have forborne this cruel 
charge which, ſike a clap of thunder, ſhakes my tortu- 


red toul? Ab, me! thus will my lateſt” poſterity, + 2 4 
when, immerſed in fin, they feel the pangs infeperable © 


_ guilt, riſe up againſt my duſty and curſe the firſt 
eri. 34 , 3 

Having thus ſpoke, Adam, with pen 
on the earth, flowly withdrew. The groans'that 'burft 
from the agitated boſom of the * 
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ſtruck even this obdurate ſon with remorle, and he cri- 
ed, gazing after him—* What a wretch am I! How 
could I reproach ſo good, fo tender a parent! How 
have I loaded him with grief! I ſtill hear his groans, - I 
ſec him lift up bis ſupplicating hands to Heaven. Per- 
haps, vile as 1 am, he prays even for me! for me who 
have torn his heart with keen diſtreſs! Oh, that I too 
could pray! but I am a monſter Hell is in my boſom, 
and, like a ravaging whirlwind, I deſtroy the peace of 
all around me. turn, O Reaſon, return! Return, 
O Virtue! Chaſe from my troubled ſoul theſe wild 
and darkening paſhons !—Still—ſtll he prays. Oh, 
how his emotions reproach me !—His claſped hands are 

ain raiſed in agony.—He ſeems ſpent.—I will at bis 
cet implore his pardon, O my raſh tongue, my re- 
bellious heart! Bets 

Cain then ran towards Adam, who was leanin 

againſt a tree, with his weeping eyes fixed on the 
ground. He threw himſelf on the earth, and cried— 
Forgive me—forgive me, O my father! I deſerve 
thou ſhouldſt turn from me with abhorrence. I abhor 
mylelf ; but, while 1 am thus humbled before thee in. the 
duſt—while I thus graſp thy knees, deſpiſe not my re- 
pentance—deſpiſe not my tears. My hardened heart 
reſiſted thine exhortations with a ſullen pride : but, O 
my injured father ! thy diſtreſs and thy groans have 
melted my obdurate foul. A beam from Heaven has 
enlightened my benighted mind, With unfeigned ſor- 
row and deep contrition, I ſee my folly—1 ſee my guilt— 
I know that I am unworthy of thy love. Let, O my 
dear and venerable parent! reje& not theſe penitential 
tears—reject not the ſincere {ſubmiſſions of my beart. 
O my father! 1 implore, pardon of God, of thee, and 
Fei ß in ons tb 

_ * Riſe, my ſon, riſe,” cried Adam, affetionately 
embracing him, and raifing him to his boſom : the 
Moſt High, wbo dwelleth in the heavens, beholds 
with way 4g theſe tears of repentance. Embrace 
me, my ton, and receive thy joyful father's orga 
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and cordial embrace. Bleſt time! happy hour! in 


which my ſon, my firſt born, reſtores our tranquillity. 
O my child! joy, exceſs of joy, has weakened all my 
powers. Support me, my ſon, and let us haſten to thy 
brother, that my ſatisfaction may be "completets: by 
beholding your mutual endearments,” _- 7 
Adam, leauing on Cain, walked towards che paſtutes. 
Abel, with his mother and ſiſters, met them in the 
grove; they had followed Adam at a diſlance ;, they 
had ſeen his emotions, and, with delight, had beheld 
the repentance and tears of Cain, Abel, the moment 
he: zs brother, flew to him with open arms: be 
claſped- them around him with a ſtrenuous graſp, un- 
able for ſome time to give vent, but from his eyes, to 
the ſweet / effuſions of his heart. At length he cried— 
O my. brother! my dear brother! thou then loveſt 
pe- loweſt n. e with fondneſs ! Let me hear oy — 


pronounce that thou ſtill loveſt me, and my hap 


will we complete. — Yes, my brother, an 3 
Cain, while be pre.” him with a warm embrace, 1 
do, indeed, acc. A love thee. May I hope thou wilt 
forgive my Aving ſo long imbittered thy days by my 
unkindneſs, and the fury of my boiſterous paſſions? I 


too, my brother, was unhappy ; but reaſon like the 


rapid flaſh of heaven, broke through the' gloom, and 
has diſperſed the baleful tempeſt, Never, Abel, never 


mayeſt thou remember my former darkneſs! . ' © 


The delighted Abel, with tacreaſed rapture, replied 

— Never my dear Cain! be the paſt utterly forgotten? 
Who would el on the diſtreſsful illuſions of a-morn- 
ing dream, when they might, like me, awake to real 
happineſs, ſurrounded by multiplied delights. O my 
dear brother! words have not power to expreſs my 
tranſports—to expreſs the ſweet joy with'which/my 


ſoul is filled, while I thus preſs thee, 71 friend! * a 
brother! to my throbbing heart. 


Eve, who had with tender delight beheld this moving 
ſcene; ſprang to her ons, and throwing her maternal 
arms around them both, while delicious 'trars of joyful 
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ſympathy ran down ber cheeks, cried—* O my ſons! 
my dearly beloved children! never did 1, ſince I have 
borne the tender name of mother, feel ſuch exquiſite, 
ſuch rapturous ſenſations, The griefs which, like the 
weight of a cumberous mountain, oppreſſed my ſoul, are 
now removed. My heart will no more be torn by the 
uobappy diſagreement of thoſe whom I carried in my 
womb, and nouriſhed with my breaſt, I ſhall now ſee, 
_ tranſported ] ſhall ſee, peace and harmony, joy and 
love, dwell among my bappy offspring. As the fruitful 
vine is bleſſed by the thirſty labourer, when refreſhed 
by its delicious fruit, ſo will my now united children 
bleſs me, as the inſtrument of their felicity. Let me, 
my ſons, join you in this ſweet embrace. Let me too, 
my davghters, preſs you to my boſom. With what 
joy do I participate in this unſpeakable ecſtaſy, viſible 
in the faces of my dear children, and on that of my 
much-loved huſband!” Sbe then turned towards Adam; 
her matron lip met his, while conjugal tenderneſs and 
parental love were ſeen blended in her gliſtening eye. 
The heauteous ſiſters, though filent, ſhared: the ge- 
neral rapture. - Mahala, Cain's ſpouſe, when diſengaged 
from her mother's fond embrace, ſaid, while vivacity 
and joy ſparkled in her aitered features Let us, my 
deareſt Thirza, chuſe the faireſt flowers to deck our 
bower, delightful ſeat of peace and happineſs ! We will 
ſtrip the bending branches of their luſcious load to form 
the rich repaſt. This day, this happy day, we'll con- 
fecrate to mirth and innocent feſtivity; indulging every 
virtuous tranſport, we'll, with united hearts, wel- 
come the neu- born joy.” She then, with nimble feet, 
3 by Thirza, ran to prepare the ſweet refreſhing 
Adam and his ſpouſe, attended by their ſons, walked 
flowly on. Etre they had reached the bower, the active 
ſiſters had, with laviſh hand, beſpread the green carpet; 
fruits of 'various ſorts offered their juices, while varie- 
gated flowers lent their odours, and cheared the eye 
with their bright tints. Their feaſt was elegant; but 
Y 1998 | | ; it 
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it was the elegance of nature: no; darts of death, hid 
in rich ſauces, ſtruck with unhoſpitable blow t he un- 
thinkful gueſt. Contentment fat on every ſace; in 
every eye beamed ſweet Complacency. Social Converſe 
and unmixed Delight gave rapidity to the flight of 
Time, while the unheeded Hours brought. oh mild 
. | >: * 7 7 1 
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HILE the firſt 1 of tis world mane th the 
bower, indulging domeſtic bliſs, the father of | 
mankind thus ſpoke. . is now, my children, | 
experience the delight of elapprobatio. The 1 
lection of a good action diffuſes a pleafing' a 
through the ſoul. Nothing, my n bur tbe 
practice of virtue can render us truly happy Virtue 
makes us capable of the enjoyments o thoſe pure ſpirits 
who ſurround the throne of God. While we follow 
the dictates of reaſon, while we enjoy with gratitude 
and love the bleſſings of nature, and have humble hope 
and confidence in God our Maker, we anticipate the 
_ delights of Heaven; but if we ſuffer our patſions- to 
degrade and ſubdue us, inquietude, diſtreſs and miſery, 
will darken all our proſpects: in vain will the 3 
ſmile, in vain will the fruitful earth pour forth her 
bounties. Believe me, my dear children! believe a 
ſather, made wiſe by his own fatal experienge, the joys 
of fin are followed by ſhame, ſorrow, and bitter repent- 
ance. O Eve! . Adam, once the dear 
partner of my diſtreſs, as now of happineſs, could we- 
have thought, when With ſtreaming eyes, and hearts tom 
with anguiſh, we took leave of Paradiſe, that ſo mut 


felicity was to be found on earth? Never will „ Lis 


horrors of that dreadful hour be effaced from m wi mind. 
— "ay father,” CT IP: if the recital” of — 
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grieſs will not be diſpleaſing; if the recollection will not 
throw a gloom on this hour of reconcilement and 1075 
gladly would I hear from thee the events of thy life, 
m that fatal moment to the preſent time.” 
All looked on Adam with the eye of expectation; all 
ſcemed pleaſed with the requeſt of Abel, and the firſt of 
men replied— What, my children, can I refuſe in this 
day of joyful gratulation! I will relate to you the prin- 
cipal occurrences of thoſe times of affliction and grief, 
of conſolation and mercy, when God, even that God. 
whom we had offended, deigned to cheer by his promiſes 
fallen man. Where, O Eve! dear companion in every 
woe and in every delight! ſhall 1 begin the intereſting 
narrative; Sball it be from our firſt Jeaving the garden 
of Gd? But 1 ſee thy tears already flow. — My 
tears, returned our general mother, are now thoſe of 
devout thankfulneſs and humble love, not the bitter 
onewot ſhame, ſorrow, and fad regret. Begin, dear 
Adam, at my taking a laſt look on the forfeited ſeat of 
bliſs, Ig that dreadful moment, ſhame and remorſe 
tor the paſt, and agonizing fear for the future, raiſed 
ſuch a conflict in my wretched boſom, that I ſunk into 
thine arms, wiſhing for the immediate execution of a 
threatening that was to confound me with my original 
duſt. Wbat I then felt, permit me to deſcribe. Thy 
tenderneſs for me will, J know, make thee paſs too 
lightly over the melting ſcene, 2 
The angel of the Lord, on whoſe countenance ſhone 
- henignity and foft compaſſion, was commiſſioned to 
drive us out of Paradiſe, He ſoothed us with gentle 
words, cheered us with promiſes, and bid us hope and 
put our ttuſt in the clemency of our All- merciful Cre- 
tor: bot the {word in his band flamed terribly. At 
_ Eden's gate he ſtopped. *1 guard,” ſaid he, * this paſ- 
ſage; no more muſt enter here aught that defiles!. We 
were now travellers on the vaſt earth; Paradiſe was 
irxetrievably loſt; the country we croſſed ſeemed one 
wide and dreary deſart; no fruitful trees, no flowery. 
 Ghruby, no fertile ſpot, cheered our lad eyes, Adam- 
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held my band. I frequently caſt deſpairing looks to- 
wards the ſeat of loſt felicity, not preſuming to lift my 
guilty eyes to the victim of my folly, and companion 
of my miſery. Sorrow bent his head to the ground, 
and we walked on diſtreſſed and ſilent. Adam ſurveyed, 
with anxious eye, the uncultivated earth, then caſt a 
pitying look at me, and, to ſoothe my overflowing 
ſorrows, gently preſſed me to his breaſt. 2 
We had aſcended an high hill, and now going down 
the declivity, every ſtep diminiſhed our view of Eden: 
my heart was rent with agony, and my grief deprived 
me of motion, Now, now,” cried I, ſobbing, 41 
behold,” for the laſt time, Paradiſe, my native ſoil : 
bleſt ſeat of innocence and joy, for the laſt time do I 
behold thee | Ye flowers, once cultivated by my careful 
hand, who now enjoy your ſweets! what eye is charm- 
ed with your bright colours?.. Ye trees, who'ſhall now 
prop your loaded branches? whonow ſhall taſte your rich 
produce ?—Delightful bowers farewel--farewel, dear 
ſhades! no more ſhall - theſe ſad eyes behold your ver- 
dure, baniſhed for ever from your {weet retreats! Twas 
there, dear partner of my fin and ſhame! thou aſked 
of Heaven a help-mate, to double and to ſhare thy 
bliſs. Alas! thy prayer was granted, and thine own 
ſide produced 'thy ruin. Our Maker formed us pure 
and ſpotleſs. While innocent, the happy ſpirits, ho 
behold the face of God, deigned with complacency to 
viſit our bleſt abode; deigned to inſtruct us in our 
duty; to warn us of our danger. What are we now? 
dreadful degradation! O Adam! thy perfidious wife: 
has involved thee, by her ſeduction, in fin and ſorrow. 


Yet, dear accomplice, to whom with awe I raiſe my 


pitying eye, do not hate me! Thou haſt a fight to curſe 
me—but, O dear ſpouſe! if 1 may {till call thee by that 

tender name, uſe it not! for thou art my ſole ſupport. 
By that God whom we have offended, by the cheering 
promiſes of his indulgent goodneſs, I conjure thee not 
to forſake mel? All I requeſt is, that I may follow and 
ſerve thee, I will watch thy Jooks—I will 1 | 
wo Wy ; . 3 7 
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thy commands; happy, if my 'obedience, my weak 
ſervices, gain from thee 2 pitying ſmile, a look of ſoft 
compaſſion,” - 1 
Hero my ſtrength and voice failed; I was finking 
to the earth, but my dear huſband caught me in his 
arms, and preſſed me, with a look of affect ion, to his 
heart. O Eve!” he cried, * whom I ſtill, and always 
will, tenderly love, let us not heighten our keen diſtreſs 
by ſelf-reproach. Our God, in the midſt of puniſh · 
ment, has remembered mercy, He has, ſoftened his 
chaſtiſements by his promiſes. Veiled as the theſe pro- 
miſes are in a ſacred obſcurity, the Divine Goodneſs 
appears with ſenſible radiance, and we will hope in his 
metcy. We will not reproach ourſelves—we will not 
reproach each other. O my deareſt! had our Gd only 
conſulted his juſt indignation, where ſhould we both 
have been now? We will praiſe him for his neſs; 
our ps ſhall bleſs his name. Our voice ſhall only be 
heard ,in thankſgiving, humble ſupplications, and ex- 
preſſions of endearment and love. Our Judge is om- 
niſcient; with him there is no darkneſs. He ſees the 
bumiliation of our ſouls; he beholds our gratitude, our 
fincere contrition: he knows our weakneſs, and will 
accept our feeble efforts to regain perfection. Embrace 
me, my deareſt wife! Let us, by mutual tenderneſs and 
acts of : kindneſs, endeavour to alleviate our calamity.* 
Adam ceaſed ſpeaking. His words and tender careſſes 
gave eaſe to my oppreſſed heart, and ſtrength and acti- 
vity to my enfeebled limbs. We proceeded to the bot- 
tom of the hill, where we found a grove of poplars, 
which extended to the foot of a rock. Eve, then giv- 
ing her hufband a look of affeAion, was ſilent, and 
Adam thus continued. l 
3 We advanced, my children, through the grove, and 
ſound in the rock a cavity that formed agrotto. See, 
BY.  Ceareſt Eve,” ſaid J, See the convenience offered us by 
lh nature: this grotto will afford vs ſhelter, and this pure 
| ſpring, that murmuring flows from its fide, will flake 
10 our thirſt. We'll here prepare our lodging: but my 
[ | 
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deareſt wife, before we ſleep, 1 muſt ſecure the en- 
trance, to keep us from being ſurpriſed by nocturnal 
enemies. What enemies!” returned Eve, with emo» ' 
tion: What enemies have we to fear ?'—Haſt thou 
not remarked, my love, ſaid I, that the curſe of our 
fin has fallen on the whole creation? The bands of 
friendſhip are broken between the animals, and the weak 
are now become the prey of the ſtrong. I have ſeen a 
young lion purſue with fatal rage a frighted roe. 1 
have beheld a war in the air among the birds, We 
can no longer claim a right to command the animals: 
the ſpotted leopard, the brindled lion, and fierce tiger, 
no more fawn on us, nor play their, wanton gambols in 
our ſight, but caſt againſt us frightful roarings, while 
their blazing eyes threaten deſtruction. We will try 
to gain, by our kindneſs, thoſe among the beaſts that 
are moſt tractable, and Providence has given us reaſon, 
which will teach us to ſecure ourſelves from the moſt = 
lavage. 1g Rees jt 1424979 ba 
Eve, with timid looks, keeping me in her fight, 
went to gather flowers and leaves to form our bed, and 
fruit for our repaſt. In the mean time I ſecured the 
entrance of the grotto with entwined brambles. My 
ſpouſe, haſtened by fear, quickly performed her taſk, 
2 returning, reſted herſelf before me on the tender 
rais. } 314.7 $268 5 of + ne 
, We ſoon after entered the grotto, and ſeat ing our - 
ſelves on our bed of intermingled leaves and flowers, be- 
gan our frugal meal, ſeaſoned, however, with mutual 
endearments and grateful converſe; when a gloomy 
cloud ſuddenly obſcured the declining ſun. It ſpread 
over our heads with increaſing darknels, and the black 
veil which covered the earth, ſeemed to preſage the 
deſtruction of all nature. A tempeſtuous wind aroſes _ _  - 
it bellowed in the mountains; it overthrew the trees of 


burſts of thunder augmented the horrors of this tre. 
mendous ſcene, Eve, ſtruck with terror, threw her- 
ſelf, ſcarce breathing, into my arms, and clinging 5 my 
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" breaſt, cried He comes! he comes! in flames he 


comes to bring the threatened death! how dreadful ! 
For my ſin lie comes to give death to us, and to all 
nature! O Adam! O my love!” © Here her voice failed, 


and ſhe remained trembling and pale on my | boſom.” 


Be calm my love!” I cried : © compole thyſeif! We 
will with bended knees and contrite hearts adore our 
God, who, in terrible majeſty, comes riding on the 


clouds. His thunders proclaim his approach: the 
darting fires mark his paſſage. O Thou Eternal, who 


with benignity and goodneſs tempered the inſupport- 
able radiance of Thy dignity, when I firſt. came from 
Thy creating hand, Thou art terrible in judgment, yet 
ſuffer us not to be conſumed by Thy wrath | Deſtroy us 
not, O God! in thy hot diſpleaſure.” 
We then proſtrated ourſelves at the entrance of the 
grotto, and with pale countenances and trembling lips 
offered up our adorat ions, expecting when our awful 
Judge would from the clouds pronounce by his thun- 
ders—* Die ye ungrateful! and let the earth that bore 
you be diflolved by the fire of my indignation.” | 
The clouds now poured qorth their torrents: livid 
flames no longer flaſhed from the heavens, and the 
thunder rolled at a diſtance, I raiſed my head from 
the ground, ſaying, — The Almighty, my dear Eve, 
hath paſſed by. He hath not . N the earth: we 
are yet permitted to live. He hath remembered his 
promiſes. Eternal Wiſdom, Everlaſting Truth, repent- 
eth not. He will fulfil the defigns of his mercy ; and 
thy ſezd, O Eve! ſhall bruiſe the head of the ſerpent. 
We aroſe, and were comforted. The heavens re- 
ſumed their brightneſs, and the ſetting ſun ſpread a mild 
radiance through the ſky, like the luminous track we 
uled to behold in Eden, when legions of angels were car- 
ried above our heads on the flying clouds. Silence 
reigned over the moilt fields: the herbage and flowers, 
ſtill glittering with the drops from Heaven, glowed with 
more than uſual beauty. The departing ſun darted on 
us his laſt beams, while we celebrated with reverential 
e awe, 
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awe, and thavkfal love, the wiſdom, power, and mer- 


cy of our Creator, BIKE, . 
Thus paſſed the firſt day after our leaving Paradiſe, 
The ruddy evening gave place to the grey twilight, gad 
ſoon the earth was only enlightened by the moon's feeble 
rays. We now, for the firſt time, were chilled by the 
cold of the night, though à few hours before we had 
almoſt fainted. under the ardent rays of the ſcorehing 
ſun at noon. Our beneficent Maker had condeſcende 
to gird our loins with the ſkins of beaſts, before out 
leaving Paradiſe, to ſhew that He had not withdrawn 
from us His ſuccouring hand; in theſe e ours 
ſelves, and laying down on our leafy bed, hand in hand, 
waited the approach of ſleeßp. ic Fae 
Sleep, the relief of the weary, at length came; but 
it was unaccompanied with that ſoft caſe, that ſweet 
delight, which bleſt our ſhumbers while innocent. Our 
imaginations then preſented none but ſmiling and agree- 
able images: inquietude, fear, aud remorle, did not 
then keep us waking the tedious hours of darkneſs, nor 
mingle in our dreams with fantaſtic phantoms. + The 
heavens were however calm, and our reſt was undiftarb- 
ed: but, oh! how different from that delicous night 
when led thee, my ſpouſe, for the firſt time, to the 
nuptial bower? The flowers and odoriferous 'ſhruby 
charmed with new ſweetneſs. Never was the warbling 
of the nightingale ſo harmonious: never did the pale 
moon ſhine with fuch radiance But why do I dW, 
on images that awaken my "grief, now huſhed to 
hlence ? I Fi: 7 1 E 
We flept till the morning fun had dried up the 
limpid dew, When we awoke, we found ourfeives 
refreſhed and fitted for labour, and enjoyed with de 
light and gratitude the harmony of the birds, who were 
celebrating with their ſweeteſt notes, the rene wed light. 
Their number Was yet but ſmall; for there were then 
no other animals on the earth, but thoſe who, in- 
ſtructed by divine 9 had, after the 5 
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from Paradiſe, that the garden of the Lord might not 
be defiled by death. 1 

We offered up our adorations at the entrance of the 
grotto; after which. I ſaid to Eve — We will, my love, 
go farther, and view this immenſe country: our All- 
merciful God has given us liberty of choice. We may 
fix | our abode where the earth is moſt fertile; where 


Nature is moſt profuſe of her beauties. Seeſt thou, 


Eve, that river, which, like a huge ſerpent, winds in 
bright ſlopes through the meadows. The hill on its 
bank ſeems, at this diſtance, like a garden full of trees, 
and its top is covered with verdute.. My dear ſpouſe,” 
returned Eve, preſſing my hand to her boſom,” © I 
ſhall follow with delight the ſteps of thee, my con- 
ductor and guard. We will purſue our walks towards 
the hill.” 1. 

We were going on, when we ſaw, juſt above our 
heads, a bird fly with feeble wings, its feathers were 
rough and difordered, it caſt forth plaintive cries, and, 
having fluttered a little in the air, ſunk down without 
ſtrengtb among the buſhes. Eve went to ſeek it, and 
beheld another lie without motion on the graſs, which 
that we had before ſeen ſeemed to lament. My ſpouſe, 


ſtooping over it, examined it with fixed attention, and in 


vain tried to rouſe it from what ſhe believed to be ſleep. 
It will not awake!” ſaid ſhe to me, in a fearful voice, 
laying the bird from her trembling hand— Ir. will not 
wake!—It will never wake more!“ She then burſt into 
tears, and ſpeaking to the lifeleſs bird, ſaid Alas! the 
poor bird that pierced my ears with his cries was perhaps 
thy mate. It is I!—it is 1! unhappy that I am, who 


| have brought miſery and grief on every creature! for my 


fin theſe pretty harmleſs animals are puniſhed.” „Her 
tears redoubled.” | What an-event!” ſaid the, turning 
to me. How ſtiff and cold it is! it has neither voice 
nor motion: its joints no longer bend: its limbs refuſe 
their office. Speak, Adam, is this death? Ah! it is. — 
How I tremble! An icy cold runs through my bones. 
If the death with which we are threatened is like this, 


how 


# 
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how terrible! What, deareſt Adam, would become of 
me, if, like the feathered mate of this poor bird; I am 
left behind to mourn? Or what of thee, if death. tear me 
from thy fond arms? Should God create another Eve 
to fill my forſeit place in thy loved boſom, ſhe will not 
—cannot love like me, thy June! in diſtreſs and ba- 
niſhment ! — Unable to ſay more, ſhe wept, ſhe 
{obbed, and her expreſſive eyes, tenderly fixed on mine, 
made my feeling heart partake her anguiſh. I preſſed 
her to my breaſt ; kiſſed her cheek, and mixed my 

e 


5 


tears With her's. * Ceale, deareſt Eve, I cried,” the 
fond complaints. Dry up thy tears. Have confidence 
in the Supreme Being, who governs all His creatures 
by His infinite wiſdom! Though we cannot penetrate 
into the deſigns of His providence; though his majeſtic 
tribunal is ode by darkneſs; we may reſt affur- 
ed, that mercy and love remain near his throne. - Why 
my love; ſhould' we anticipate misfortunes f 
ſhould we, guided by a gloomy imagination, ſeek for 
them in futurity? Was our reaſon given us only to 
make us wretched ? Shall we ungratefully turn our 
eyes from the repeated inſtances of the loving Kindneſs” 
and tender mercy of our God, at the hazard of plung- 
ing ourſelves in miſery by our blindneſs. It is His 
wiſdom, and His goodneſs, that regulate and - // jay 
what ſhall befal us. Let us, with humble confidence 
proceed under his direction, and devoutly acquieſc&H 
his appointments, without ſeeking to know what he 
hath not condeſcended to reveal. 6 
We now advanced to the eminence. Its gentle 
aſcent was almoſt covered with buſhes and fertile ſhrubs. 
On the ſummit, in the midſt of fruit trees, grew a 
lofty cedar, whoſe thick branches formed an extenſive 
ſhade, which was rendered more cool and delightful by 
a limpid brook, that ran in various windings among the 
flowers. This ſpot afforded à proſpeft ſo immenſe, 
that the fight was only bounded by the duſty air; the 
ſky forming a concave around us, that appeared, here- 
ever we turned, to touch the diſtant mountains. 
MY Ty D 2 lere, 
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Maker, ſhower down thy bleſſings an the profane abode 


would fly me, like the tiger and the lion, who, befare 
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* 


Here, * ſaid I, my deareſt love, we will fix our 
abode. This ſpot is a faint ſhadow of Paradiſe, whole 
bliGful bowers we muſt neyer more behold, Receive 


us, majeſtic cedar, under thy ſhade ! Ye trees of vari- 


ous taſte and hue, refreſh and ſuſtain us with your 
delicious fruits! Never (hall we gather the ſweet pro- 
duce without gratitude ; it ſhall be the reward of our 
attentive care and laborious cultivation. O God Om- 
nipotent, who reigneſt in heaven, look with a propi- 
tious eye on this our dwelling! Lend an ear of com- 

ſhan to the ſupplications, receive with fayour..the 
prailes, and thankigivings, which we, Thy frail offend- 


ng creatures, ſhall never ceaſe to ſend up towards th 
ce 


ſtial throne, through the ſpreading branches of the 
trees! Here, my deareſt wife, we ſhall obtain, by the 
{weat of our brows, our ſupport. Under theſe ſhades 
thou ſhalt bring forth with pain. From hence will our 
offipring ſpread themſelves over the wide earth. Here 
too, death ſhall one day viſit us, and we ſhall be con- 
faunded with our original duſt. O Lord God, our 


of us finners!' While I thus uttered the devout breath- 
ings of my ſoul, Eve was proſtrate on the earth by my ſide; 
her hands were elevated, ber eyes ſwam in tears, and were 
raiſed towards Heaven in holy ecſtaſy, 1 
Ino began to inſtruct our habitation under the 
ſhade of the ſpreading cedar. I fixed in the earth a cir- 
cle of * and interwove them with flexible 
twigs. While I was thus, employed, Eve was convey- 
ing the ſtream among the flowers: gathering ripe fruits, 
ppporting, with ſmall Ricks, the bending {talks of the 
yariegated ſhrubs, and pruning their luxuriant branches. 
yn 1 that we began to eat our bread hy the ſweat 
dux pow. | | 
went to the river to fetch reed to cover our cot- 
tage: there I ſaw five ewes, white as the ſoutbern clouds, 
and with them a young ram, feeding by the fide of the 
Water. I approached them without noiſe, ſearing they 


our 
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our fatal tranſgreſſion uſed to play with the kid or the 
lamb at our feet. But, inſtead of endeavouring to 
eſcape me, they ſuffered me to ſtroke their fleeces, and 
drove them before me with a reed to our hill, where 1 
intended they ſhould for the future feed. Eve was bu+ 
ſied in erecting a bower, and did not, immediately on 
my return, obſerve my little fleck ; but they ſoon dif+ 
covered themſelves by their bleating. She ſtarted at the 
ſound, and dropped the boughs from her hand through 
fear; but ſoon recovering, ſhe cried, with joy in her 


countenance O:Adam! they are gentle and fond as 


in Paradiſe, Welcome, pretty animals | ye ſhall live 
with us. All ye want is here, Ye need not ſtray, for 
here are flowery paſtures, fragrant herbage, and a clear 
ſpring. Your innocent ſporting will give us delight, 
while we attend our trees and flowers, Yes, harmleſs 


creatures!” * ſhe continued, patting their woolly backs, 


* ye ſhall be my flock, and I will be your indulgent 


miſtreſs,” a 


* Our little dwelling was now completed, and we 


were enjoying the cool breeze at its entrance, and ſilently 
ſurveying the diſtant country, when Eve ſaid 
deareſt love, how beautiful is the proſpe& before us vas 


riegated | How fertile, how full of bleſſings is this earth; 
which we thought ſo barren! Let us, to the fruits and 


flowers which the hill already yields, add thoſe that 
grow on its borders, and our abode will have a faint re-. 
lemblance of Eden's delightful ſhades. Ab!” he add+ 
ed with a figh,” it will then bear but the ſame pro · 
port ion of likeneſs to Paradile, as that does to the bliſa- 
ful ſeats of the angels, which the heavenly meſſengers, 
who in our bappy days of innocence, condeſcended to 


viſit us, deſcribed in ſuch glowing colours.—O! thou 
tful were thy ſweet 


garden of the Lord, how deligh | 
retreats! how did thy gay tints charm the eye 
how did thy luſcious fruits, thy aromatic. fragrance, 


the uſeful, all the agreeable, were there in rich pro- 
fuhon—O my ſpouſe! compared with that luxuriant 


the ſenſes! Whatever neceſſity required; all- 


ſpot, what is all about us but dry ſterility? This 
g ; | 4 | 


4 earth, 
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earth, under the Divine malediction, ſeems utiable to 
produce, in the ſame lands, that ſweet variety, that 
bappy diverſity, that charmed us in Eden's bowers. 
We muſt now ſeek the different productions in diſtant 
places. I have ſeen too, that not only animals are the 
prey of Death, he ſtretches his wide domain: he tyran- 
nizes over the whole earth, and makes rude havock in 
the world of vegetation. O, Adam! what fruits have 
I bebeld drop from their branches, ſpoiled, and full of 
black rottenneſs! what flowers wither on their ſtalks! 
The trees are diſrobed of their verdute by the deſpoiler 
Death. I have obſerved too, that young leaves ſupply 
the place of thoſe that are fallen, and that the ſeeds of 
dead flowers, caſt into the earth, produce new ones. 
We, Adam, muſt thus one day wither 'and die, and 
our children ſhall ſucceſſively grow up and flouriſly.” 
_ *She' ceaſed ſpeaking ; and I, deeply affected by her 
words, made an{wer—* Dear Eve! were our loſs only 
the gay verdure, the fruits and flowers of Paradiſe, it 
would ſcarce deſerve a figh: but, alas! we are expelled 
from the facred ſpot which our Maker bleſſed by his 
immediate preſence. There, veiling his unſupportable 
radiance, he walked among the groves, while all na- 
ture celebrated the approach of the Deity, in reveren- 
tial ſilence. Though formed of the duſt, my profſtra- 
tions were accepted. The Almighty” condelcerided to 
hear hi creatures, and vouchſaſed to anſwer, with be- 
nignity, a frail worm. Alas! we have, by our diſobe- 
dience, loſt this privilege : guilty as we are, we can no 
more hope to converſe with Infinite Purity. This, this 
calls for our lamentat ions and our tears. Will the God 
of heaven viſit a land under his curſe? Will the Moft 
High dwell among ſinners? He looks down from the 
ſeat of bliſs; he regards, with an eye of compaſſion 
our penitence and tears, and his bounties exceed every 
hope our wretchedneſs/ could form, Even the bright 
ſpirits of heaven are his meſſengers: they execute his 
orders on this dark globe; but, alas! our polluted eyes 
are now unworthy to behold them! They perform the 
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taſk aſſigned, without deigning to become viſible to 
finful man, and then ſoar,” with haſty wing, from this 
(eat of corruption, now fit only to be the reſidence of 
beings under the curſe of their Sovereign. 

Thus were we holding -converſe, and caſting our 
melancholy eyes on the country before us, when a reſ- 


* plendent cloud deſcending, glided towards us, and reſt- 
* ed on our hill. From it ſtept a radiant form wearing 
of on his face a majeſtic ſmile. We haſtily aroſe; we 
1 bowed our heads, and the celeſtial meſſenger thus ſpoke 
4 — He whoſe throne is in the higheſt heaven has 
ly heard your complaints.—Go,” ſaid he, and in- 
of Wl form thoſe children of affliftion, that My preſence 
8. is not circumſcribed by the circuit of heaven; 
d it extends to all the works of my hands. Whence 
| has the ſun its invigorating heat? Who teach- 
er es the ſtars to run their courſes? Why does the earth 
ly {till bring forth its fruits, and day and night regularly 
ſucceed each other! Who preſerves the various ani- 
ed mals? In Me they live, move, and have their being. 
18 What keeps thee, Adam, from ſinking into corruption? 


am near thee: I ſuſlain thee by My power; I guard 
thee by My providence ; and know the ſecret breathing 
of thy ſoul, and all the purpoſes of thine heart. 5 
The luminous ſphere, that encompaſſed the angel, 
reached even to me. Filled with devout ecſtaſy, I lifted 
up to lim my dazzled eyes. * How great beyond con- 
ception,” ſaid I, are the favours of the Lord! He 
beholds our wretchedneſs with compaſſion : he ſends 
His angels to give us comfort. O effulgent ſpirit! 1 
ſtand confounded and abaſhed before thee. How ſhall 
I, ſinful man that I am, dare to ſpeak to thee, the un- 
offending meſſenger of Heaven. arrayed in light and pu- 
rity? Yer, O benevolent angel! permit me to mention 
the ſad apprehenſions and fears that oppreſs my heart. 
That God is every where preſent | readily believe. I 
ſee him in his works: I feel him in his goodneſs and 
tender mercies. That the Moſt High, a Being perfect 
ig purity, ſhould more intimately communicate*bimſelf 
| . to 
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to a worm defiled with fin, I do not preſume to expect. 
What 1 dread is, that when man ſhall be multiplied on 
the earth, he will be eſtranged from God his maker, 
J have fallen, my children may alſo fall—fall into more 
horrid depths, and thus, being more and more deba- 
ſed, their wretchedneſs will increaſe. The time will 
come, when I ſhall be no longer with them, to inform 
them, and give, in my own perſon, evident proofs of 
the loving kindneſs and compaſſion of the Lord. "Tis 
true, the ſmalleſt inſect will declare His beneficence : 
but if God continues to hide His face from man, will 
not the voice of Nature be too weak to ſtrike his mind? 
Will not the idea of the Deity be totally loſt, or at 
leaſt confounded in darkneſs and obſcurity? This 
thought gives my foreboding heart exquiſite anguiſh. 
I tremble with horror, when my gloomy imagination 
repreſents to my view millions of creatures funk in dif- 
treſs and guilt, who may execrate me as the cauſe of 
their blindneſs and miſery. | | 
Father of men, replied the angel, with aſpect be- 
nign, He, in whom, and by whom, all things exiſt, 
will not forſake thine offspring. Often will they, by 
their tranſgreſſions, preſumptuouſly affront tlie Majeſty 
of heaven. Often will their fins cry aloud for venge- 
ance. The Almighty will graſp His thunder, and &iſ- 
play the terrors of his judgments. The guilty ſhall 
tremble in the duſt: the finner ſhall cry out 1n agony— 
Dreadful is the wrath of God! who can ſtand before 
it? But more often will He make Himſelf known in 
kindneſs: He will delight to ſhew favour to the repent- 
mg children of men. Mercy and compaſſion dwell 
always with him; judgment is His ſtrange work, He 
will raiſe from among tby poſterity men whoſe minds 
he will enlighten. They, aſſiſted by the ſpirit of God, 
ſhall call their brethren to repentance. Sinners ſhall 
hearken, and forſaking the ways of ſenſuality and pro» 
faneneſs, ſhall worſhip a Being of ſpotleſs purity, in 
ſpirit and in truth. He will ſend among them pro- 
phets and holy perſons, whoſe miſſion he will m—_ 
| | 7 
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by miracles: theſe choſen of the Lord ſhall cure the 
diſeaſed, raiſe the dead, and do many wonderful works. 
Theſe ſhall make known the judgments of the Moft 
High: they ſhall declare His condeſcenſion and grace; 
they (hall foretel what will happen 
time, and the accompliſhment of theit prophecies will 
teach men that the Eternal over - rules and directs ac» 
cording to His good pleaſure, and the merciful deſigun 
of His providence, events that appear, to ſhort-ſighted 
mortals, the work of a blind chance. Often will he 
ſpeak to the ſons of men by bis angels; ſrequently ia 
prodigies; and there will be ſome righteous perſons to 
whom He will, with infinite goodnets, more inti 
manifeſt Himſelf: to them He will ſpeak; face to face: 
till at length ſhall be uſhered in the great myſtery of the 
ſalvat ion of mankind, when the ſeed of the woman ſhall 
bruiſe the ſerpent's head. 
„The angel was ſilent, and I, encouraged. by the 
condeſcenſion and ſweetneſs of his looks, replied—* O0 
celeſtial friend 1. if thou wilt yet allow me, frail as Iam, 
to call thee ſo; and, why ſhould I doubt it? ſince thou 
canſt not hate him whom the Eternal does not hate 
him for whom the Divine clemency manifeſts itſelf with 
ſuch ſplendour as ftrikes the heavenly hoſt with admita- 
tion, and ſurpaſſes the power of words to expreſs, when 
the adoring foul, humbled in the duſt, attempts to 
pour forth its gratitude. Tell me, lucid ſpirit, if it be 
permitted thee to draw from the obſcurity with'which.. 


they are ſurrounded, thoſe auguſt myſteties tell W 
what is the import of the promiſe The ſeed; of the - 


woman ſhall bruiſe the ferpent's head: and what 6 
meant by the curſe denounced againſt man, Thou 
(halt die?? Nothing that the Moſt High permits WW? 
to reveal,” * anſwered the angel, will 1 hide from 
Wells ww; ol 3 in „t e 
* Know then, O Adam! on thy tranſgreſſing the 
Divine command, God ſaid to the happy ſpirits WW 
worthip. before Him Man hath dilgbeyed Me; e 


hall die.“ A denſe cloud ſuddenly diiconpatited tue 
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eternal throne, and a deep ſilence reigned through the 
whole expanſe of Heaven: the celeſtial hoſt were filled 
with conſternation; but ſoon the darkneſs diſperſed, 
and the praiſes of the Higheſt again reſounded from the 
harps of angels. Never did God manifeſt himſelf with 
ſuch luſtre and magnificence, but in that memorable 
inſtant when His creative voice called the ftars from 
non- exiſtence, and His almighty word went on cre- 
ating through the immenſity of ſpace. The adoring 
angels were in eager expectation of what was to follow 
this unuſual pomp, when the majeſtic voice of God 
ſounded through the arch of Heaven, uttering theſe 
words of benignity and grace“ I will not withdraw 
My favour from the finner. To My infinite mercy the 
earth ſhall bear witneſs. Of the woman ſhall be born 
an Avenger, who ſhall bruiſe the head of the ſerpent. 
Hell ſhall not rejoice in this victory, Death ſhall loſe 
its prey. Ye Heavens, ſhew forth your gladnefs!” 
* Thus ſpake the Eternal. The blaze of his glory 
would have been too ſtrong for even the eyes of arch- 
angels, had not a thin cloud tempered its inſupport- 
able radiance. The bleſt inhabitants of heaven cele- 
brated with joy this great myſtery, and attuned their 
golden harps to the praiſe of the Father of Spirits, 
whole tender mercies are over all His works. How 
God will pardon the ſinner without offending His 
juſtice, ſurpaſſes comprehenſion; but it is enough, 
Eternal Truth hath ſaid it. We know, and thou 
mayeſt alſo reſt aſſured, that Death, having loſt his 
| powers can only diſengage the ſoul from its bonds. 
he body, that veſture of earth, ſhall return to the 
duſt, of which it was formed, while the immortal- 
ſpirit, refined from all defilement; ſhall be raiſed: to 
eaven, to partake, there with angels, archangels, 
and all the celeſtial boſt, never ending telicity. 
Fear, Adam, the order of thy God [SS] will be 
ious to thee, and to thy ſeed. There ſhall be a ſign 
tween me and thee, as the ſeal of this great pro- 
miſe : thou ſhalt build an altar on this hill, and offer 
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on it a young lamb: I will, on My part, ſend down 
fire to conſume the victim. This ſacrifice' thou ſhalt 
renew every year, and the flame ſhall —_ Qeſcend 
to burn thine offering. 5 
« | have now told thee, firſt of men,” 6 contin — 
angel, * all that the Mott High thinks proper to reveal 
of His inſcrutable decrees. I am allo allowed to thew 
thee, that ye are not fo ſolitary on this globe as ye ima- 
gine. Curlt as this earth is, ye are ſtill ſurrounded by 
pure ſpirits, who are commiſſioned to be your guard 
and defence, and ordered to preſide, with watchful 


care, over the works of nature“ The angel then 


touching our eye-lids, we: beheld beauties that I ſhall” 
not attempt to deſcribe. No words could give ideas 
that would do juſtice to the bright magnificence of the 
ſcene. All the country around us was peopled with the 
children of Heaven, more beautiful than Eve when ſhe 
firſt came from the hands of her Creator, and with ſoft 
reluctance, and modeſt grace, received her yelcomeas 
my arms. 

Some were employed in collecting the lit er 
that iſſued from the moiſt earth; they bore them up- 
wards on their expanded wings, and converted them 
into mild deus and fertilizing ſhowers,” Others reclin 
ed near purling brooks, . watching leſt their ſources 
ſhould fail, and the plants they watered be deprived of 


their bumid aliment./ Many were diſperſed through _ | 
the open country, who prefided over the growth of 


fruits, and ſpread on the opening flowers, zure, green, 


and red, with every vivid bue, and, by breathing on , 

them, impregnated them with fragrance. Some pes 

pled the groves, employed in various offices 3 ſtom te 
glittering wings of theſe were wafted ' gentle brerzes, 


which, ' paſſing through the foliage of the trees, hover» 
ed over the flowers, and ſkimmed along the ſurſace 


the brooks and lakes. Some among theſe" celeftial la- 


bourers, having performed the taſk aſligned: them, were 
fitting in the ſhade, joining in harmonigus concert; 


wy Oy of their voices — the becher 
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ſtrings of their golden harps, and they ſang to the praiſe 
of the Moſt High, hymns, not to be heard by mortal 
ears. Not a few were walking on our hill, and among 
our bowers: in their gentle looks | beheld commiſeration 
of our diſtreſs. But now our eyes again became unable 
to behold the heavenly effulgence, and the rapturous ſcene 
diſappeared.” s a 

* Theſe, which you have juſt beheld,” * ſaid the angel, 
© are ſpirits commiſſioned to watch over the product ions 
of the earth; they are the appointed aſſiſtants of Na- 
ture, and held to promote and complete her various 
works, according to the 1nvariable and immutable laws 
bf the great Firſt Cauſe. The Creator has given exiſt- 
ence to innumerable orders of beings, Even this earth, 
though under the curſe of the Moſt High, is full of 
beauty, and the admiring angels hehold, on this globe, 
objedts too ſublime for mortal Gght. The delightful 
employment: of ſome of theſe children of heaven, is to 
watch over thy ſafety, O Adam! to avert from thee un- 
ſoreſeen misfortunes. They accompany thee in all thy 
ways: they aſſiſt thee in thy labours, and often turn even 
thy diſappointments to thy advantage, bringing from an 
apparent evil a real good. They, with pleaſure, behold 
thy domeſtic happineſs. They are wit neſſes of thy moſt 
ſecret actions. A (mile of benevolence ſheus their joy, 
when man, their-charge, acts right; the frown of dil- 


| himſelf and bis bappineſs. Theſe, in future ages, the 
Lord will employ to diſtribute plenty through the coun- 
tries. He will delight to bleſs, or to carry tamine and 
deſolation among rebelliou: nations, when it ſhall pleaſe 
Him 0 recal them by His! chaſtiſe ments. 
The angel ceaſed ſpraking. He caſt on us a look 
e mild gondeſceoſion, and was loſt to our eyes in a 
mining cloud. We proſtrated ourſelves on the earth 
with devout ec ſtaſy, and humbly offered up our thankſ- 
givings to out heneficent and all merciful Creator. 
EI immediately ſet up the altar, as the Lord had 
commanded, on the fumenit of de hill; Eve euploged 
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firſt effects of the curſe pronounced 
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herſelf. in conſtructing around it a little paradiſe. She 
brought from the neighbouring plain the moſt beauti- 
ful Sa odoriferous flowers: theſe ſhe planted on all 
ſides of the altar, and, with cheerful labour, watered 
them, each morning and evening, from the clear 
ſtream that flowed near our dwelling.” O tutelar an- 
gels! laid the, in the midſt of her labour, * complete 


| the work of my hands; for, without your aid, in vain | 


ſhall I plant, in vain ſhall I water! May your kind 
cares, bright ſpirits, give theſe flowers more life, more 
beauty, more fragrance, than they had in their nat ivo 
ſoil; for to the Ford of All, ths incloſure is conſe- 
crated | 1 planted a ſpacious: circle: of trees around 
the holy altar, and their thick branches ſpread an 


awful ſhade, that diſpoſed the mind to devout con- 


templat ion. 


la theſe occupations we paſſed the ſuommer, condi 
each day to the ſcorching fun. Autumn arrived, and 
repaid our labour with its various fruits. It drew near 


and the tops of the mountains were covered with an 
hoar froſt, Not then knowing that the weak earth, 


which was exhauſted by the profyle liberality of ſum» :- 


mer and autumn, wanted to recover her ſtrength by 
the reſt of winter, we ſaſh, with grief, the laddened - 
face of nature. In Eden we knew no change of ſeaſons: 
mild ſpring, gay ſummer, and plenteous autumn, 
charmed there together. As the winter advanced, the 
face of nature wore exceeding gloom: the flowbrs i- 
thered on their ſtalks, and 25 any yet poi i= 
the altar, they ſeemed, with drooping heads, ta mourn”. 
their approaching fall. The lateſt fruits fell from the 
trees, and the ſapleſs branches caſt their leaves. The 
clouds poured down torrents of rain, and the higheſt _ 
py aks of the mountains were covered with ſaow. We 

held this ſcene of deſolation with fear and anziety. 
Should this, my deareſt Eve,” ſaid I, be only the, 


{> this carth, 


and God continues to puniſh, ſhe 
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the ſmall remains of utility and beauty which her de- 
gradation has left her: ſmall were they in compariſon 
of the delights of Paradiſe: yet they were ſufficient 
to ſoſten our toil, and afforded us many of the con- 
veniences and bleſſings of life; but if the Divine 
malediction continues to ſpread deſtruction on this 
earth how gloomy will be our days! What. will be- 
come of our promiſed offspring? * Thus we mourned 
our - melancholy fituation ; but, encouraged by the 
promiles of our God, we placed in him an humble 
confidence. We endeavoured. to conlole each other, 
and to drive from our minds every thought of mur- 
muring and diſcontent,” and thankfully adored the 
Lord, in the midſt of the dreary horrors by which we 
— , ̃ͤ , tt Tris 

* We laid up for our winter ſupport thoſe fruits which 
had eſcaped corruption and rottenneſs: and, that they 
might be well prelerved, we dried them by the fire; 
. 1 covered our cottage anew, and made a clofer fence 
around, to keep out the cold and the rain. In the 
mean time our little flock languidly wandered on the 
eminence, gaining à ſcanty ſupport by. nipping the 
| ſhort graſs that ſtill ſemained, or here and there ſprung 
vp afreth; and J, for their father relief, ranged the 
country to ſeek them fodder, which 1 carefully pre- 
| ſerved, leſt they ſhould periſh, if the rigours of winter 
increaſed, wn „ | 7 LET” -, £37341 
Sad and flow paſſed bur days, while the clouded ſky 
pouredforth rain, and the black winds chilled us with 
cold. put at length the genial ſun reanimated the 
earth, and brightened the heavens, while gentle winds 
chaſed the moiſt fogs from the ſummit of the moun- 
taitis. . Reviving nature ſmiled at the return of youth: 
the fields were again cloathed in cheerful green; innu+ 
merable flowers decked the paſtutes, and ſeemed to 
vie with the ſun in luſtre; the trees again began to 
ſhoot out their buds, and all nature was full of new- 
born joy. Thus, crowned with leaves and flowers 
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came amiable ſpring, that delightful morning of the 
car, KA 
a »The trees with which | had ſurrounded the alta 
were pre-eminent in beauty. Eve law, with inexpreſ- 
fible rapture, the flowers ſhe had planted on the holy 
ſpot, recover their bloom. In vain, bs children, 
ſhould 1 attempt to give you an idea of our joyful 
ecſtaſy. We ran to the conſecrated circle, filled with 
devout gratitude. The ſun illuminated the ſacred ſpot 
with his pureſt radiance. Every creature "ſeemed to 
join in our praiſes of the Creator, The flowers exhaled 
their ſweeteſt odours: the trees extended the ſhade of 
their bloſſoming branches over the holy altar; the. 
winged inſects that inhabited the tender graſs chirped 
forth their joy; while the birds, on the ſpreading 
boughs of the trees, enlivened our devotion by their 
mellifluous harmohy. We caſt ourlelves on our kes: 
tears of gratitude and joy burſt from our eyes, fell on 
the graſſy turf, and mingled with the dew of the morn- 
ing. Our tervid prayer aſcended. towards the Loſd of 
Nature, towards the God of grace and goodneſsg who 
had mercifully turned even the effects of his juſt diſplea- 
ſure to our advantage. | Lf >; 
I now began to cultivate a little field upon g hill, 
I caſt into the fertile earth ſome grains which 1 had p. 
ſerved from the produce of autumn. l even enfiched- 
the land with ſeeds J had gathered in the diſtagt 
country. Nature, change, or reflection, often dif. 
covered to me means to faciliate my labour, Often, 


too, ignorance of the ſeaſons, and of the proper ſollss 


for the different productions, led me into etrots. 
Frequently my imagination deceived me, and I Was 
dilappointed when I had high hopes that I had und 
the art of contrating my labours, I ſhoul{gnetimes - 
have been without reſource, had not theigentledpirits, 
who watched over my happineſs, condelcendegto-en- 
lighten mme... OT 7 


One morning, as I caſt my eyes towards the altar,” 
Lbeheld, with awe, the flamegfitheLord burning over. _ 
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it. The riling fun gilded with his beams the aſcending 
ſmoke. Enraptured, I called to my beloved“ Sze, 
deareſt Eve!” I cried,” * ſee the accompliſhment of our 
' promiſe ! Bzhold, the ſacred flame is come down on the 
altar! Let us go to it immediately. Every labour muſt 
now teaſe. I will, as the Almighty hath commanded, 
kill a young lamb. Haſte, my love, and chule the 
fineſt flowers to ſtreẽ the ſacrifice!” I took the beſt 
of my flock : but, my children, it is impoſſible togive 
you a deſcription of what | felt, when I went to de- 
prive the innocent animal of life. A trembling (ceized. 
my hand. I was ſcarce able to hold the ſtruggling vic- 
tim; and never could I have brought myſelf to give it 
death, had not my reſolution been animated by the 
expteſs command of the Author of Life. The very 
remembrance of its endeavours to eſcape gives me pain, 
When 1 beheld its quivering limbs in the laſt moments 
of its exiſtence, an univerſal tremor ſhook my own; 
and when it lay before me, without ſenſe or motian, 
dreadful forebodings invaded my troubled ſoul. In 
obedience to the Divine command, I laid the bleeding 
lamb on the altar, and Eve ſcattered on it odoriferous 
flowers. We then proſtrated ourſelves on the earth 
| before it, with reverence and fear, and offered up our 
humble praiſes to the God of Truth, who had thus 
ſolemnly verified his promiſes. An awful filence reign- 
ed around us, as if nature celebrated the preſence of 
her God. In this perfect calm our raviſhed ears were 
charmed with the minſtrelſy of heaven. The angels 
that hovered over us, joined in our devout praiſes. The 


flames ſoon conſumed the ſacrifice, and on its extinc- 


tion, which was iudden, an aromantic odour, diffuſed 
itſelf through the far extended country. | 
A little fitter; this folemn day of reconciliation, I 
was going, et ſun- ſet, to reſt myſelf, after the fatigue 
of the day, neat my beloved. I aſcended the hill; I 
ſought for her in vain in our cottage; 1 looked for her 
with anxiety in the ſhady bower. At length 1 found 
her, pale and without ſtrength, at the fide of the 
* 7 | p | ſpring 
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ſpring and thee Cain, my firſt-born, lying on ber 
boſom. The pains of child-birth had ſeized her while 
the was employed in her ordinary labours near the 
Brook. She was bedewing thine infant face with tears 
of joy. At fight of me, ſhe cried, with a ſmile—* I 
ſalute thee, father of men! The Lord hath aſſiſted me 
in the hour of diſtreſs: I have brought forth this ſon, 
to whom | have given the name of Cain. O thou dear 
firſt-born!”' * ſaid ſhe,” the Lord hath favourably re- 
garded the hour of thy birth: may all thy days be 
conſecrated - to His praiſe! How weak, how helpleſs 
is he that is born of woman! Mayeſt thou, dear intant, 
riſe as a young flower in the {pring! May thy life be a 
ſweet perfume offered up to heaven! ©I'then took 
thee, my ſirſt born, in my arms, I ſalute thee, ſaid 
I to Eve; I ſalute thee, mother of men! The Lord 
be praiſed, who hath aſſiſted tbee in thy diſtreſs !—L 
ſalute thee, Cain, firſt of human beings who gave pain 
to thy mother; firſt of the human race who entered 
into life to leave it by death. O God, continued I, 
look down from Thy throne, and regard with compaſ- 
ſion this Thy feeble creature; Shed Thy gracious bene- 
dition on the morning of his life! It | ſhall be my 
delightful taſk to inſtru& his young mind l. I will ſhew 
him the miracles of Thy grace: I will teach him the 
wonders of thy love. Morning and evening his infant 
lips ſhall be taught to ſound forth Thy praiſe. —O!} 
deareſt Eve, mother of men, I cried in the tranſport 
of my heart, a race without number ſhall flouriſh 
around thee. This myrtle was, like thee, ſolitary, till 
the tender ſuckers ſprang from the maternal; root. 
When mild ſpring ſhall clothe it with new verdure, 
the firſt ſhoots will produce others, and, in time, this 
ſingle myrt le ſhall form a little aromatic grove. Ia the 
lame manner (let this proſpe& conſole thee in' thy/pre- 
ſent weakneſs). in the ſame manner ſhall our offsprin 
multiply around this eminence. . We ſhall, from its 
ſummit, ſee their peaceful dwellings adorn the plain: 

we ſhall ſce them, if death delay its approach long 
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enough to permit us—We ſhall ſee them lend each 
other mutual alliftance, to gain the proviſions, the 
conveniences, and the ſweets of life. Often will we 
deſcend from this hill to viſit our children's children, 
and under theſe fertile ſhades will we recount the won- 
ders of the Lord, and exhort them to piety. and grati- 
tude. When they taſte of joy, we will ſhare with 
them; we will ſympathize in their grieſs, and give 
them conſolation and advice. From the top of this 
aſcent we ſhall ſee—with gratitude and joy we ſhall ſee, 
a thouſand altars ſmoke around. Their burnt-offerings 
ſhall invelope us in ſacred clouds, through which our 
fervent prayers ſhall aſcend. to the great Creator, in 
behalf of the human race. And when the ſolemn 
day ſhall come, when the flame of heaven ſhall, de- 
ſcend upon the firſt and moſt holy altar, they ſhall 
aſſemble ' on this hill. We will lead them to ſacrifjce, 
and, in holy tranſport, we ſhall behold the fruit of 
our loins form around us a vaſt circle of proſtrate 
worhipperns,* x} 53 10 e 
Thus, O Cain! did I utter the (ſweet. effuſions of 
my heart. I kiſſed thine infant lips with the moſt ten- 
der joy. Thy mother then took thee in her enfeebled 
arms, when, having aſſiſted her to riſe, 1 led her to our 
dwelling, +. . | 
Strength and vigour ſoon began to animate thy lit- 
tle members. Laughter and gaity ſparkled in thine 
er and mirth played on thy cheeks. Already wert 
thou able to run with thy tender feet on the ſoft graſs, 
and among the flowers! already thy little lips began to 
liſp forth thine infant thoughts, when Eve brought into 
the world Mahala, thy ſpouſe. Full of joy, you 
ſkipped about the new-born, kifſed her, and covered 
her with flowers. — Eve at length brought forth thee, 
O Abel! and. afterwards Thirza, thy companion. 
With inexpreſſible joy we beheld your innocent plea- 
fures. Out delight encreaſed as we ſaw your young 
minds unfold themſelves, and arrive, by little and little, 
at maturity, We employed. our moſt attentive care 
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to cultivate your mental powers, to direct your thoughts 
to worthy objects, that your lives might diffuſe the 
agreeable odour of virtue. Thus a variety of flowers, 
combined by art, form the fragrant noſegay. While 
you, my children, yet prattled on my knee, or chaſed 
each other through the grove in wanton play, I diſco- 
vered that man born in fin needs cultivation, like the 
ſtubborn earth, curſt for our tranſgreſſion; and that 
vigilance and watchful care wete neceſſary in the ardu- 
ous taſk of forming the mind. To teach the young 
idea how to ſhoot,” to guide the pliant heart from the 
turbulence of the paſſions, to make the powers and 
noble inclinations of the ſoul bring forth their genuine 
fruits; virtue and piety, require all the teacher's art 
all the parent's love. | gen 

© | have now, my beloved children, the happineſs to 
ſee you arrived at your full growth, as the tender plants 
are by the head of time transformed into lofty and wide 


ſpreading trees. Pralſed be the God of heaven for His 


innumerable mercies! adored for ever be his name for 
his unmerited goodneſs! May you, my dear offspring, 
by your filial love, humble gratitude, und devout reve- 
rence, continue faithful to Him! and may the grace 
and benediction of the Moſt High always reſt on yout 
dwellings !' | „ ; ; 
Adam here finiſhed his recital. A nymph; united 
by the ſoft hands of Hymen to her favourite ſwain; 
wanders with him in the early dawn. They hear the 
ſweet notes of the nightingale, while all is ſilent 
around. Her voice ſeems the echo of their own fond 
thoughts, and through their ſouls is diffuſed a tender 
tranſport. The bird ceaſes her melody: but they ſtill 
liſten, with the ear of exptCtation turned towards the 
branches from whence the chanted her nocturnal ſdhg, 
Thus, though our general father ceaſed to his 
children remained fixed in mute attention. The dif- 
ferent ſcenes he had repreſented gave them various 


emotions : ſometimes the guſhing tear dropped fror 
F 2 their 
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their eyes, at others a lively joy ſpread itſelf over their 
features. They all returned their thanks to the father 
of men: Cain rendered his as well as the others; but 
he alone had neither ſmiled nor wept, 
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A DAM having finiſhed his relation, Abel again 
rs tenderly ws ms” his brother, and they all left 
the bower, each pair taking their way to their ſeparate 
dwellings, while the moon's mild rays enlightened their 
ſteps. *<O my Thirza! cried Abel to his beloved, 
preſſing her hand, what exquiſite joy diffuſes itſelf 
through my foul! My brother is no longer eſtranged 
from me; he loves me; his moiſtened cheek ſpoke his 
tenderneſs, while he gave me the fraternal embrace, 
How did my heart rejoice in the ſweet effuſion of his 
returned affection! Leſs delightful, leſs refreſhing, is 
the evening der: that falls on the parched' earth, after 
it has been ſcorched by the ſun's burning rays. The 
furious tempeſt of his ſoul is calmed: peace and love 
are returned: they will again take up their abode in 
our humble cottages, and give new ſweets to every 
enjoyment. O thou Beneficent Being! who has with 
infinite goodneſs watched over our parents, when they 
were the ſole inhabitants of this ſpacious earth, keep 
far from the heart of my beloved brother every balctul 
and tormenting paſſion! May the ſtorm never return: 
but may tranquillity, gratitude and joy, render every 
day delightful, like the paſt !' | | 
Thirza with delight in her countenance, ſaid—* Our 
ents, my love, felt not more joy at the return of 
pring, after the rigours of the firſt winter, than they 
experienced when they ſaw the tears of reconciliation 
drop from the ſoftened eyes of our brother. Our affec- 
tionate father, our fond mother, ſeemed, in their tranſ- 
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ports, to have recovered all the gaiety of youth, and 
every thing around us ſmiled with new joy.” Thus did 
this amiable and virtuous pair expreſs the ſweet ſenſa- 
tions that filled their hearts. PO i on 
Mahala, Cain's ſpouſe, obſerving that his brow ſtill 
wore the gloom of diſcontent, preſſed his hands to her 
lips, and, in a ſoft and tender accent, faid—* Why, 
my love, doſt thou ſeem ſo cold, ſo inſenſible, in the 
midſt of ſuch happineſs? Is the calm that is reſtored to 
thy ſoul incapable of enlivening thine eyes with tender 


oy? Cannot thy heartfelt ſatisfaction render thy coun- 


tenance ſerene? I ſhould fear the cloud of grief, that 
has ſo long darkened thy days, had rendered thee un- 
able to taſte of joy, had I not beheld—beheld with 
ecſtatic delight, content and tranſport animate thine 
eyes, when thou gaveſt our brother the fraternal em- 
brace, O my beloved ! the Eternal from His throne 
on high, and the benevolent angels, who ſurround us, 
ſaw with approbation the ſoft ſenſations that then filled 
thine heart. Suffer me, my deareſt ſpouſe | to preſs 
thee to my boſom: let my fondneſs again light up joy 
in thy conntenance. Mayeſt thou loſe all thy cares in 
this . embrace! 1 234 

Cain reſiſted not the tender careſſes of his ſpouſe, but 


fence. Yes, I am diſpleaſed. Does not your tranſ- 
port ſay—* Cain is cortected: he was before, a man 
vicious and wicked —he hated his brother? “ I was 


hate my brother, becauſe I was not always m__ 
over him, or perſecuting him with my embraces hy 
never hated my brother—No- never. I ſaw, indeed, 
with pain, that he, by his ſoftneſs and effeminacy, ſtole 
from me the affection of Adam and Eve.—Could I be 
inſenſible to this? But, Mahala, it is not without 
cauſe that ſorrow hangs on my brow. What impru- 
dence in our father to recount to us the hiſtory of his 
ſhameful fall, and all the diſaſters of which he and Eve 
are the cauſe? What need was there for us to know, 


45, 


replied—* Your joy, your exceſſive joy, gives me of- 


not wicked. Whence aroſe ſo ſtrange an idea? Muſt 


and 
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be ſo often told, that it was their fault that loſt 
all the delights of Paradiſe, and rendered us un- 
y? Were we ignorant of this our miſeries would 
be more ſupportable, and we ſhould not deplore the 
want of enjoyments of which we could then have no 


46 
and 
us 


Mahala ſtifled in her heart remonſtrances and com- 
plaints, and carefully read her huſband's eyes, to ſee if 
ſhe might venture a reply. Then mildly anſwered— 
* Suffer me, I conjure thee, my beloved, to weep! for 
1 cannot reſtrain my tears. Suffer me to implore thee 
for thyſelf! I beſeech thee to drive far from thee this 
gloomy melancholy that is again beginning to over- 
cloud thy foul! Thou canſt, I know, my love, thou 
canſt diſperſe it, and reſtore to thy beart peace and 
ſerenity. | Let not thy troubled imagination always 
preſent to thy view ſubj ect of miſery and grief, where 
thou oughteſt to behold Divine bemigoity and grace. 
O Cain, why ſhould we blame our affeionate pa- 
rents, for relating to us the wonders God has done 
' for fallen man! They would excite in our ſouls a lively 
gratitude and firm confidence. They are keenly ſen- 
fible of every thing that can be a ſubject of pain and 
grief to us, and it is barbarity to reproach them with 
our miſery. | Riſe; my love, I emreat thee; tiſe ſupe- 
rior to the vexations that would again intrude them- 
ſelves into thine heart, and obſcure our days with 
loomy ſadneſs !' She faid no more, but gave her 
uſband a tender glance, while her eyes ſwam in 
The ſmile of affect ion now tempered the auſterity of 
Cain's countenance, and he replied, as he embraced 
Mabala—* I will, my dear, ſurmount the vexations 
that would gain an empire over me. | will not obſcure 
thy days, or mine, with unavailing ſorrow.” 
Anamalech, one of the inferior ſpirits of hell, had 
oblerved the behaviour and diſcourſe of Cain. He had 
ſeen with malicious joy, the figns of envy and wrath 
in his ruffled features. This malignant dæmon, * 
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of the loweſt order among, the rebel angels, did not 
yield, in pride and ambition, to Satan, the arch-apoſ- 
tate. Often, while in hell, he retired from his com- 
panions, wham he defpiſed: often he remained ia 
ſolitude among the inte&ted rivers of ſulphur, that 
flowed through the burning, land, or ſtrayed alone on 
the enormous rocks, whoſe ſummits were hid in ſtormy 
clouds. There, in ſecret, he repined at his ignoble in- 
dolence, while the blue flames, reflected from the tops of 
the mountains, caſt an obſcure and borrid light on the 
path made by his wandering feet. But when hell, with 
tumultuous roar, celebrated the praiſes and triumphs 
of. her king, who, on his return, from the tergeſtriab 
globe, elate with pride, recounted how he had ſeduced 
our general anceſtors, and boaſted his having forced 
the Kternal-to pronounce againſt them the decree- of 
death and wretchedneſs, then the black venom of envy 
ſwelled the rancorous breaſt: of Anamalech. M 
Satan,” he cried to himſelf; though accurſed, enjoy in 

hell triumphs and praiſe, while I, unnoticed, rove in 
obſcurity, through the dat corners of theſe gloomy re- 

gions, or am coofounded among the vile crowd, who, 

with ſervile ſhouts, aggrandize him, and hail him vie- 

tor? No: Þ feel myfelf equally capable of noble dar- 

ing: I will altoniſn my compeers; I will force hell's 

fierce monarch to pronounce my name with reſpe&.” 
Actuated by the proſpect of rifing to diſtinguiſhed . 
greatneſs among the infernals, he meditated baneful Po, 
projets, and nouriſhed in ſolitude invetcrate hatred to Pn 
the human race. His black mind formed various 
ſchemes for their deſtruction, and his horrid deſigns 
ſucceeded but too well, The miſeries of Adam's off- - 
lpring rendered the name of this vile demon great 
among the diabolical powers of the fiery deep. He it 

was who, after a ſucceſſion of ages, incited a-cruel king 

to maſſacre the infants of Bethlehem. He ſaw, with 

a malignant ſmile, men, barbarous as the outeaſts of 
heaven, diſplay a. ſavage rage "againſt thoſe innocents./ 

He received an horrid- pleaſure, while he beheld 2 4 
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little limbs daſhed againſt the ſtones; which their 
ſpouting veins ſtained with blood. He was delighted 
to ſee them ſtabbed and diſmembered in the arms of 
their diſtracted mothers. He hovered, with -crucl 
ſat is faction, over that unfortunate city. The cries of 
thoſe tender victims were, to him, agreeable melody. 
He ſed, with eager joy, on the beart-rending com- 
laints of their inconſolable mothers. The mangled 
imbs of infants, trampled under the feet of their ſa- 

e murderers, was to him a pleaſing fight; and he 
felt an helliſh tranſport, when he beheld their fond 
parents proſtrate on the earth, in all the bitterneſs 
of anguiſh, tearing their hair, and beating their 
— diſtained with the blood of their guiltleſs 
offspring, 

| ie leah fiend, revolving in his gloomy breaſt 
the actions of hell's fell monarch, diſdained ignoble 
floth; - I will aſcend,” ſaid he, 1 will aſcend to the 
earth, —I'}] know the import of the ſentence Man 
muſt die!” 4] ſhall accelerate his doom —1 will kill.” 
He then, with haſty ſtride, paſſed through the gate of 
hell. He marked and trod the footſteps the arch-fiend 
had traced through ancient Night, and the tumultu- 
ous empire of Chaos. Thus a brigantine, equipped 
for theft, ſteers with full ſail through the immenſe ſea, 
and, ſtopping on the coaſt of Heſperia, ſurpriſes 
the tranquil inhabitants of ſome peaceſul village; 
ſeizes the active youth, 'while fathers, mothers, bro- 
thers, ſiſters, and inconſolable wives, lament on the 
ſhore, / purſuing, with their weeping eyes, the ra- 
viſhers, who, with out-ſpread fails, ſoon eſcape from 
light. , r os 
S The deteſtable Anamalech long flew, with rapidity, 
through the Hooge empire of night, till at length be 
perceived a faint light on the frontiers of the created 
univerſe. As a malefactor, meditating ſome horrid 
murder, in the ſhade and ſilence of the night, proceeds 
to execute his bloody purpoſe, through the gloom to- 
wards the city, and finds it on all ſides illuminated, is 
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ſtruck. al fear a and would. pay hide bimſelf from 
every eye; thus the ijmpute ſpirit was agitated; with 
tefror, 1 while he. trayerſed the 1 ſphere. which 
ſurrounded, the earth, Of his arrival on this globe, 
— piercing eye ſoon diſcovered- the Don ce: __ and 

ted ianhe ſhady grove, 9 vIik (| I; 
ere-then,'.,faid;hes,+ dyells mans aria ; new, fa- 

is acgutſed, 


: 260 — This earth and far unlike the 
ſmiling garden where he firſt. was Delightſul 
ſpgt},, now, guarded by the flaming word; for 1 beheld 


e's lg, I. hovered. o eri the cart, Nene they have 
loſt; but what is left them is- not hell. Perhaps, by 

plaintive ſupplicat ons, they have ſoſtened the anger of 
—— God: ſor, did not hell ſtill ſolla y me from place 
to place; did l not bear Within m an hell, Imigbt, 
ſora ht 1 ſe, he happy hete ; but poſſibly their groſ- 
ies may be ſubject to pains, to grief upknown to 
„„ Ab! I ſee ſome of the heaveply 
hoſt. placed, as guardians over man, though under ma⸗ 
lediftion,, | muſt elude their care, eſcape” their atten- 
tion, or all my deſigus will be rendereg-ghortiveg/and1 
ſhall become the ſport, rather than the adrijgation of 
Satan, and the ſycophants who ſurroung is tbrone. 
Yonder is the ſamily of ſinners; but I ſee »fgns ot 
miſery: their evils, perhaps, commence not tilhgleath. 
Vil know if their hearts are open to ſeduftign 2 
by my wites, engage them in new , crimes 
celerate their puniſhment. Satan ſucceeded, by an * 
artifice, with the chiefs of this family, -while they were 
yet perfect. No they are d by ſin, and the 
curſe of their God, can it be harder to Ae 
No: I ſhall induce them to commit actions. ſo black,. | 
that their heavenly guardians ſhall quit the earth wu 
horror, add. He who created them ſhall, by bis thugder, 
exterminate the pngrateful race, or pretipitate them 
into the burning lake: then, on aut ſcorcbing banks, 
we hall taſte of joy--zlhall trigmph, while we behold = 
theſe worthy inhabitants of tig nem wprld rolling in 
llames of ſulphur, reg e. LY ee ; 
| 30 3 7 
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Almighty Maker. Ahb!—1 fee one of them bears on 
his brow the marks of ſullen diſcontent. He has 2 
ſerocity in his looks that gives me hopes. My firft 
effort ſhall be on him. His companion weeps—1 will 
learn the cauſe of her tears.” ' 

The malevolent ſpirit, inviſible to human fight, fol- 
 Towed Cain and his ſpouſe, meditating ſeduction and 


murder. When they were retired to their dwelling, 
the impure demon repeated after them, in malicious 
mockery—* Riſe ſu to the vexations that intrude 


themſelves into thine heart! Drive far from thee theſe 
clouds of melancholy that would obſcure” thy days; 
Then, quitting irony, to give utterance to the infernal 
malice by which he was agitated—* No, ſaid he, 
what is good ſhall never take foot in thine ungrate- 
ful heart: I will deſtroy it. Theſe clouds of melan- 
choly thou wouldſt diſperſe ſhall be re- aſſembled over 
thy , thick and black as thoſe which ſurrounded 
with eternal darkneſs the ſummits of the infernal moun- 
tains. My taſk will be no hard one. Thou thyſelf 
laboureſt to aſſemble them. I have only to aſſiſt thee: 
it will de to me a pleaſing taſk to ſecond thine own 
efforts.” © Yes, I will accumulate them on thy brow : 
deſolation and miſery, yet unknown to the human 
race, ſhall find entrance among mortals ; thy days ſhall 
be filled with horror and darkneſs, and theſe darlings 
2 ſhall taſte the cup of wrath, poured forth for 
Cheerful dawn again bagan to gild the borizon, in- 
ſpiring ſongs and gaiety, when Cain with his inſtru- 

ments of huſbandry, was going to the field, Abel had 
already given him the ſalute of the morning, and was 
conducting his flocks to paſtures, ſtil} moiſt with the 
dew of the night. Mahala and Thirza were advancing, 
hand in hand, towards the garden which furrounded 
the altar. They ſtopt to falute their brothers, when 
Eve eame to them from their cabin, with geſtures of 
_ deſperation, —Both were ſeized with inquietude and 
concern, and approaching ker, cried out, with emo- 
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tion O my mother]! You, weep. Why weep you ?* 

Eve, at this queſtion, redoubled her tears; then endea- 
vouring to ſtifle her grief, (he, giving them a look of 
affect ion, ſaid, while ber words were, interrupted by 
ſighs “ Alas | my 2 have you not heard dread- 
ful groans come from our pany The / ſharpeſt 

pains 22 night have ſeized your father, and yo naw 
ſtruggles with ſome diſeaſe that ſeems to penetrate eyen 
to his bones. He endeavours to conceal his a hoy 
He would. prevent the ſighs that eſcape from my 
He ſuppreſſes his complaints, and ſtrives {9 conlole — 


But, O my children! the moſt po jef has ta- 
ken poſſeſſion of my ſoul, and m — heart refu- 
ſes all conſolation. When he repoſes in moſt tranguil- 


lity, he ſeems. loſt in — on an -;4nſtant, after he 
groans with agony ; a cold ſweat covers his face, and 
the tears he had reſtrained burſt in a torrent from his 
eyes. O my dear children! dreadful , apprehenGoas 
oppreſs my heart. Support me, my dummen cn 
port your unhappy mother, ſinkin under the w 

of affliction. Let us go to your father.“ Exe, fol- 
lowed by ber e children, returned to her 
ou, weeping, and ss 708 . the e 


42 Filled with ſorrow, they (urrounded the bed of the 

Adam theo lay tranquil. His conntenance and 
= difeayered,' that, in, ſpite of ſuſſeri a pain, 
his (@ul was maſter of itſelf. He caft gn hu 
children a look of tenderpeſs. 3 ve 
them à ſmile of ion, and ſald - The hand of the 
Almighty, my beloved is on me. My en- 
trails are torn with anguich: but praiſed be the Lord, 
who regulates, all by unetring wiſdem j Perhaps He has 
ä theſe pains to unlooſe the bands that unite my 
ſoul to this 2 body, It it is no to return to tbe 


duſt. of which it is formed, I laobmit. I adore the 


dilpenſations of my Maker; e refignation 
and — the: fatal, howrs R OP: 2 7 the 


„* * 
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ſolved ; my ſoul ſhall then, delivered ſrom its veſture 
of earth, offer Thee more elevated praiſe. O God 
of Conſolation | deign-*to be my ſupport. Teach 
me to endure with patience my preſent pain, in firm 
hope of future happineſs. But, above all; forſake me 
not, O my maker! forſake not an expiring inner 
in the diſtreisful hour of death! Abandon me not 
when my foul is Gimayed _ the laſt tremblings' of 
He then caſt his languid eyes o on our adhd 
who was weeping at bis fide. * And thou Bye, faid he, 
* whom my love as myſel.—and you, my deut chil- 
dren—add not to my grief by yodr ſorrow and tears. 
Haw eruelly does your affliction diſtreſs me! Ceaſe, 
my beloved, ceaſe theſe ſighs and theſe lamentations. 
Perhaps the Lord may remove the terrors of His 
hand, and death may yet be at a diſtance. Perhaps 1 
may again, even on earth, taſte joy and gladneſs. 
wait the good pleaſure of my God, and reſign myſelf 
to His will.— Do you alſo, my dear children and 
you my tender {pou # with ſubmiſſion a 
devout gratitude, in the Divine appointments. © Accuſ- 
tom yourſelves, before- han, to reflect, with holy re- 
ſignation, on the inftant when it ſhall pleaſe the Al- 
mighty to ſtrip off this garment of earth, and take me 
from you.“ The father of 'mankind ceaſeds 1 ſpeak, 
Sharp pangs «gain ſeized him, and be n only utter 
ſighs and grodhs, 4 2 9216401 £54 SLAG * 
When his agonies were abated; be regarded all about 
him with filent attention; but his looks were more par- 
ticularly fixed on Eve, 'who ſeemed overwhelmed by 
her deep diſtreſs: her ſorrows augmented thoſe of het 
buſband, and, to conſole her, he again reſumed his 
diſcourte: Alas!“ ſaid he; tbe deathienperienced by 
the firſt ſinner win doubtleſs have ſomethiog frightful 
in it, to thoſe who ſhall behold it; but it thai be more 
terrible ſtill to him WhO ſhall» be the victim. May 
that merciful God, who has never abandoned us in our 
diſtreſs, ſuccour me neee hour !—He will 


1 do 


- 
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do it His paſt mercies are pledges that He will. 
for you, my children, added he, go leave me — 
reſign me to the will of the Lord. Pray for me wit 
fervour. This dreadful criſis may perhaps end in 
ſweet ſleep, that may reſtore vigour to- my unfeebled 
members. 11-10 1977 19994 aa 
Adam was filent.” His children ſtooped to kiſs his 
trembling hand. Les, my father,“ they cried,” *we 
will proſtrate ourſelves before the Lord: we will ſuppli- 
cate that ſweet repoſe may repair thy ſtrength, exhauſt- 
ed by ſuffering O may our prayer be accepted! may 
the Lord remove from thee theſe pains by which thou 
art now tormentgd:?? /! nn er tr gt Ie 
With hearts pierced with grief, they left the cottage: 
Eve only remained, I would'ſleep,” ſaid Adam, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to his wife, who fat near his bed, ſuffu- 
ſed in tears. Why, my beloved, doſt thou give way 
to thy grief? Thy tenderneſs, hy increaſing my pain, 
may chaſe repoſe far from me.“ At length he wrapt his 
face in the ſæins which covered him, to conceal from his 
companion the diſtreſs and inequietude of his mind. 
s this,” ſaid he to himſelf.— is this that hour ſo ful! 
of horror? I fear it is. Great God, how terrible 
Abandon me not, O my Maker ! forſake not, in the 
laſt agony, an expiring fintier! How ſweet would be 
my conſolations, even in death, if theſe ſufferings, 
theſe fears, would exempt my unhappy offspring from 
the conſequences of the curſe pronounced on them for 
my fin But no- the ſame” horrors will terrify? the 
ſame veil of darkneſs will extend over all born of wo- 
man. From a trunk empoiſoned by ſin, what can be 
produced hut finners; ſinners ſubject to death? —1 
have killed all my poſterity. All, like me, muſt be 
torn from t hoſe they love from thoſe whoſe tenderneſs 
ſoftened and endeared life, and gave it all its delights— 
O Eve! O ſpouſe tender and dear! what anguiſh will 
rend thine heatt! what tears wilt thou ſued over m 
ſenſeleſs duſt! Frighiful proſpect! Will not my inani- 
mate clay tremble, when the orphany left without 
i 5 ſupport 
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ſupport, ſhall lament the loſs of its father, ſnatched 
away by death in the midſt of his courle : or when de- 
crepid parents ſhall be deprived of their ſons, who were 
the comfort and ſupport of their declining ages; when 
ſiſters ſhall water, with their tears, the dead bodies of 
their brothers, the wife that of the huſband, the lover 
that of the objec beloved. Spare then my memory, 
O my children! - Curſe not my peaceful duſt. It is juſt 
that. the weight of the :curle. ſhould fall on the laſt 
hour—the hour that tears us from this life of fin, 
Death, when he divides the ſoul from its covering of 
clay, will alſo draw it from a ſtate of malediction. If, 
notwithſtanding the little power its degradation has leſt 
it, it has ſtruggled agaiolt vice, and endeavoured to 
raiſe itſelf to virtue, it (hall enjoy never ending happi- 
neſs in the regions of immortality. Ve ought not 
then, O my offspring | to cxecrate my aſhes, Our 
abode on earth is not properly liſe: tis but the dawh 
of life; a troubleſome dream;—Oppreſs me not then, 
ye mountains of grief! Lis by dying I ſhall revive. 1 
wait for that inſtant, firmly. zelying on the mercies of 
my God !' Such were the thoughts of Adam, when a 
ſweet fleep overpowered bis (enles. 1 
Eve ſat drowned in {orrow by the bed of her ſleeping 

huſband, and, in à low voice, fearing io diſturb his 
repoſe, vented the anguith of her heart. What evils 
do I experience] ſaid ſhe. O curſe, the conſequence 
of fin, let thy burden reſt on me! I was the firſt ſinner. 
Let a double weight of woe fall on my wretched head! 
It is juſt: I was the firſt offender. Ah it is already 
on me. All the grief, all the diſtreſs of my huſband, 
of my unhappy offspring;-flow from me. Their pains, 
their ſorrows; are ſo many gnawing worms that prey on 
me,.—O my ſpoule: it thou dieſt Ho 1 tremble at 
the idea? A general ſhivering ſeizes me: the cold ſweat 
trickles down my face. Can the horrors of death be 
more dreadtul If thou art going to die for my fault, 
O Adam! —if theſe agonies are to unlooſe the bands of 
life, bate me not! Add not to my iaſupportable miſe· 


ries, 
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ries, thine anger! - And ye, my children, curſe not 
your unhappy mother! Guilty as 1 am, I deſerve your 
pity. © Ye upbraid me not, it is true; but, alas! 
every figh, every tear, awakens my keen remorſe, and 
is to me a cutting reproach. O God Almighty! lend 
an ear to my plaintive ſupplications, and remove his ſuf- 
ferings: or if they ate the forerunners of death—if his 
body muſt now return to the duſt, terrifying thought! 
ſeparate us not! let me die with him! Suffer my foul 
to retire firſt, that 1 may not behold his laſt pangs 
| was the firſt finner.” Eve ceaſed to ſpeak, and 
remained inconfolable, weeping by the fide of her 
huſband. . 2 11 | R $14.4 F* 2 
Cain, in fpite of the roughneſs of his temper, had 
ſhed tears at the groans and difcourſe of his father. 
He went into the fields when he left the cottage, and 
thus expteſſed his concern I could not help weep- 
ing, when | was near the bed of my father; yet 1 
hope he wilt not die. God grant that this good pa- 
rent, whom 1 love, may not die! Yes, I could not 
help weeping; but yet 1 am not drowned in forrow, 
ike my brother. Before I ſhed tears on all occaſions, 
| muſt loſe my natural firmneſs, and become, like 
him, ſoft and effeminate, Will they ftill ſay that I 
am of a favage diſpofition? At leaſt they will ima- 
gine that Abel loves Adam better than I, becauſe | 
cannot weep like him. I love my father: be is as dear 
to me as to my brother; but 1 cannot command my 
tears to flo. | e 
Abel, penetrated with ſorrow, went into his paſtures. 
He proſttated himſelf on the earth; he bent his head 
on the graſs, which he moiſtened with his tears, and 
addreſſed this prayer to the Almighty— JEST 
With the moſt profound hu.nihty, I would praiſe 
Thee, O my God! Thou conducteſt the affairs of mor- 
tals with unerriqg wiſdom and” infinite goodnels. 
Though depreſſed by grief, I dare preſume to offer u 
to Thee my ſupplications; for thou haſt permitted t 
inner to implore Thy mercy. - Thine unmerited * 
| | nels 
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neſs has allowed us this ſweet conſolation, in the midſt 
of the evils which ſurround: us. I ought not, I do 
not hope, that Thou wilt change the purpoles of Thy 
wiſdom, in compliance with the, defires of a plaintive 
worm. Thy ways, O Gracious God! are wile arid 
good. To thy will I refign mylelf, ſupplicating only 
for ſtrength to ſuffer, and for conſolation in our pain. 
Thou, knoweſt, O Omniſcient God! thou knoweſt the 
defires, the ardent wiſhes of my foul. If theſe defires, 
if_thele wiſhes are not contrary to the defigns of Thine 
- 4nfinite, wiſdom, reſtore us our common parent !—Re- 
ſtore to our afflicted mother the huſband for whom ſhe 
ſupplicates Thee—reſtore her him in whom her life is 
bound up, and whoſe loſs would render her, wretched ! 
— Reſtore to us, his ſorrowing children, a father tenderly 
beloved ! Defer, O God, merciful and gracious! defer, 
if it be Thy will, his death to a more diſtant period. 
Speak, O God! and it is done: command, and it is 
accompliſned. At Thy nod our evils will diſappear, 
and joy and gladneſs, thankſgivings and praiſes, will 
reſound from the humble habitations of ſinners. Per- 
mit him who gave us life, to remain yet longer with 
us. Spare him, that he may ſlill declare to us Thine 
infinite bounties, and teach our infant children to lift 
forth Thy praiſe. But, if thine unerring wiſdom has 
appointed this the time of his diſſolution, be not of- 
tended, O my Maker! with this exceſs of our grief. 
Pardon the. diſorder of my words! If be muſt now 
die, lend him, O God of Compaſſion — lend him thine 
aſſiſlance in the terrible hour of death, and merciſully 
forgive our cries and groans. Moderate, by Thy di- 
vine conſolations, our affliction, that we may not 
offend Thee by our deſp air.. | 
Such was the prayer of Abel. He was ſtill proſtrate 
on the earth, ſrom which he was rouſed by a diſtant 
ſound. _ Sweet. odours were wafted around, and before 
him ſtood a guardian angel, reſplendent in beauty. On 
lis ſerene brow he wore a coronet of roſes, and his 
ſmile was gracious as the opening day. He ſaid, with 
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a voice mild as the breath of the yrs—* The Lord 
has lent a gracious ear, O Abel! to the voice of thy 
ſupplications. He bath granted: thee the defires of 
thine heart. He hath commanded me to aſſume 3 
body, and to bring thee conſolation and ſuccour. 
The Eternal, who inceſſantly watches over his crea- 
tures, who regards with an eye of benificence the 
crawling inſect, as well as the archangel arrayed in 
lory, hath ordered this earth to produce, in its boſom, 
Rlalery remedies for the diſeaſes of its inhabitants, 
whoſe bodies, ' by the fall, are expoled to pain and 
ſickneſs, which ſhall, by degrees, lead them to death 
and to corruption,” the ſad conſequences of having 
diſobeyed their Maker. Friend, take theſe plants, 
and theſe flowers; they are ſpecifics to reſtore health 
to thy father; boil them in the clear water of th 
fountain : let him drink, and be whole.” 3 
The angel having given him the ſalutary herbs, diſ- 
appeared. Struck with inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment, be 
remained ſome time immoveable; then breathed the 
deyout gratitude of his ſoul, in this ſhort ejaculation— 
What am I, O God! what am I, that thou ſhouldſt 
thus graciouſly regard my prayer? I am but ſinful duſt 
and aſhes,. I would praiſe Thee, O my God! but Thy 
bounties exceed all praiſe. The triumphant archangel 
cannot ſufficiently exalt Thy name, yet thou haſt 
deigned to accept the ſupplications of a worm.” 
His lively joy lent him wings. He ran to his cot- 
tage, and with cager 1mpatience prepared the odorife- 
rous dilution. This performed, he flew to his father. 
Eve was ſtill bathed in tears, and her daughters fat 
penſive by her fide, They ſaw with ſurpriſe his eager- 
neſs, the joy which ſparkled in his eyes, and the ſmile 
which ſat on his lips. Dry up your tears, my belov- 
ed!” ſaid he, as he entered. * Weep no more, O my 
mother] The Lord hath heard our prayers ; He hath 
ſent us fuccour. An angel bath appeared to me in the 
paſtures. He hath given me aromatic herbs and flow- 
ers, gathered by his — hand. Boll theſe,” * — 
3 : 
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he, in clear water, and reſtore health to thy father. 
They heard his words with aſtoniſhment, and rendered 
thanks to the Lord, with gratitude and humble con- 
fidence. The ſick drank the healing draught, and 
ſoon experienced its ſalutary effefts. Adam now raiſed 
himſelf on his bed, and with ardent piety offered up 
his adorations; then taking the hand of Abel, he 
preſſed it his cheek, and wetted jt with tears of joy, 
ſaying—*O my ſon! bleſſed be thou, thou by whom 
God hath ſent me ſuccour; thou, whoſe virtue pleaſ- 
eth the Lord; thou, whoſe prayers He accepts, and 
hath vouchſafed to anſwer. I again bleſs thee, my 
ſon—my beloved ſon!' Eve and her daughters then 
embraced him, by whom the Lord had ſent him 
ſuccour. Fo | 

Cain at this inſtant entered the dwelling of his father, 
While in the field, he had been tormented with care and 
anxiety: I will return,” ſaid he to himſelf—* I will re- 
turn to my father; perhaps he needs my aſſiſtance. 
Perhaps he is already dead, and | have not received a 
laſt bleſſing from his lips. I will haſten to him—I love 
my father. "43. eons | | 
On his entering, he ſaw with amazement their joy. 
Hie heard Adam bleis his brother. Mahala, his 75 
ran to him, and embracing him, ſaid “ The Lord, my 
beloved, hath ſent u$ ſuccour by the hand of Abel. 
Cain approahed the bed of Adam, and kiſſing his hand, 
ſaid—* 1 ſalute thee, O my father! Praiſed be God, 
who reſtores thee to our tears! but, O my father! have 
you no bleſſing for me? You have bleſſed my brother, 
by whom the Lord ſent you help, bleſs me alſo—me, 
your firſt born.“ Adam, giving him a look of affection, 
and preſſing his hand between bot hi, Haid—* | give 
thee my bleſſing, O Cain! Be bleſſed of C J, O my 
firſt born! May the favour of the Lord ref always in 
thee! May thine heart enjoy tranquillity and peace, and 


thy ſoul uninterrupted repoſe! Cain then embraced his 
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Cain left his father's dwelling; but it was to retire 
into the gloomy receſſes of a thick grove, where, op- 
preſſed with melancholy, he repeated after Adam 
Peace and tranquillity Ian uninterrupted repoſe !— 
How can I enjoy this tranquillity ?—W here ſhall I find 
this repoſe! Was 1 not forced to petition for a bleſ- 
ſing, while his affection made him, unaſked, pour 
forth his ſoul in bleſſings on my happy brother? He 
has allowed me my rank of firſt- born; what advantage 
to me is my ſuperiority; Miſery is my inheritance; 
diſdain my portion. - It is by the hand of Abel the 
Lord hath reſtored health to my father. I am rejected. 

i he bright meſſengers of Heaven appear not to me: they 

ſs me with contempt; they honour me not with their 
regards, While I ſpend my ſtrength in the labours of 
the field; while the ſweat drops from my face, em- 
browned by the ſcorching ſun, the angels hold converſe 
with him, whoſe delicate hands are unſoiled by labour; 
who lies idle near his flocks, or, with unmanly ſoft- 
nels, is ſhedding tears, becauſe the ſhining dew glitters 
on the graſs and herbage, or the ſetting ſun tinges the 
clouds vith purple. Happy favourite! all nature 
miles i thee. I only fecl the curſe! | 1 only eat 
my tad by the ſweat of my brow. The whole - 
„ont of divine malediction falls on my wretched: 
head, I am, in every thing, unhappy. Thus re- 
volving in his melancholy brain gloomy ideas, the off- 
'pring of hatred and envy, he wandered in the thick 


The ſun Was retiring behind the azure mountains, and 
reflected on the clouds a glowing red, when Adam ſaid 
to his wife—* I will, my beloved, before the day is 
cloſed, render thanks to the God who has reſtored my 
health,” He left his bed, full of ſtrength and vigour, / 
and repaired,” accompanied by his daughters, to the en- 
trance of his cottage. The departing ſun diffuſed a 
mild light over the fields; Adam caſt himſelf on his 
knees, and viewed with tranſport, the country thus 
enlightened. * Here am I. ſaid he, with fervent effu- 
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hon of heart here am I, my Sovereign Maſter, 2 
ſtrate before thy face, penetrated with. a lively ſen 
Thine infinite goodneſs.— Ve agonizing pangs ! what 
are become of you? Ye pierced my bones, ye ſcorch- 
ed my vitals : ny in the midſt of 'anguiſh, my ſoul loſt 
not her hope: ſhe placed ber confidence in God, and 
was not diſappointed. The Almighty lent a gracious 
ear to the groans and cries: of a ſinner: he regarded 
the voice of a worm. Health returned: pain and 
ſorrow were no more. Death ſhall not yet triumph 
over my duſt: I ſhall ſtill praiſe my Maker in this 
habitation of clay, this houſe of corruption. I will 
thee, O my God! I vill praiſe thee,” from the 
carly dawn to the rifing of the evening ſtar. While 
my foul is confined in this body of earth, it ſhall ſtam- 
mor forth its gratitude: but it will praiſe Thee in more 
exalted firains, when, diſengaged from this obſtructing 
duſt, it ſhall riſe triumphant and refined; it ſhall then 
behold Thee face to face, arrayed in all 'the luſtre of 
thy  magnificence, O ye angels, reſplendent in light, 
eaſt your eyes on this dwelling of ſinners, this abode of 
dents | The earth ſhook _ its foundations when it 
became defiled by fin, and its Almighty Maker turned 
from it His regards; yet on this earth He now diſplays 
the wonder of his love. Attune your golden Harps to 
His praiſe. Exalt bis name in ſeraphic ſtrains, while 
man, weak man, can only liſp bis tapture. I ſalute 
thee, O ſun ! I ſalute thy retiring beams. When thy 
morning rays enlightened theſe fields, I groancd, op- 
preſſed by pain: when they illumined niy dwelling, 1 
ſaluted them with my fighs ;/ ere they have given place 
to the grey twilight, I am returning thanks to the 
Lord of Life, who hath removed my griets. I ſalute 
you, ye loſty mountains, and ye hills ſcattered over 
the plain! Mine eyes hall ſtil] behold, reflected from 
your ſummits, thou owing brightneſs of the rif ing-and 
the ſetting fun, —1 SOON you, © ye birds, who chant 
te praiſes: of the Eternal! your ſongs ſhall ſtill re- 
| cenie mine car. Le limpid 5 I fhall again repoſe 
my 
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my weary limbs on your flowery banks again be lulled 
to reſt by your ſoft murmurs:—and, ye groves, ye 
bowers, ye woods, I ſhall ſtill walk under your refreſh- 
ing ſhades: ye ſhall again ſhield me from the ſun's too 
ardent ray, when, wrapped in profound meditation, 1 
ſhall wander in your fragrant ret reats.— I ſalute thee, O 
nature entire; but I worſhip and adore only nature's 
God, who ſupported my vile clay, when ready to.crum- 
ble into duſt. 317 2 1 WP; 
The father of men thus praiſed the Lord, while the 
whole creation appeared attentive to his prayer, and 
feemed to felicitate his return to liſe. The glorious orb 
of day darted on him its laſt rays, The young zephyrs 
waſted on their ambrofial wings the aromatic. I 2661 
of the groves and gardens, as if charged by the flowers 
toexhale their ſweets to him; The feathered inhabi- 
tants of the woods ſaluted him with their ſoſteſt notes, 
as actuated by a lively jop. 01, Mit. 11 
Cain and Abel came under the ſhade while Adam 
was yet on his knees. They ſaw, with delight, their 
father reſtored: to health. The prayer ended, Adam 
aroſe from the earth; he embraced, and received the 
embraces of his tranſported children: he kiſſed, with 
fond affection, the moiſtened cheek of our general mo- 
ther, after which, he, Eve, and their daughters, re- 
turned to their dwelling. Abel then addreſſing himſelf 
to Cain, ſaid “ Let us alſo, my dear brother, render 
thanks to God Moſt High, who has reſtored to our 
tears our affectionate father. Iwill by the light of the 

moon which is now riſing, offer on mine altar a young 
lamb. Wilt not thou alſo, on thine altar, make an 
offering? 300 | 204,271 ind 
Cain giving him a gloomy and angry look, faid— 
Les, I will preſent an offering to the Lord of what my 

barren fields afford.” Abel, with graceful ſweetneſs, 

rephed—* O my brother ! the Lord our God counts 

as nothing the lamb that burns before him, neither 
doth he regard the fruits of the field which the fire! 
conſumes. It is the ardent piety that flames - the. 
| cart 
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heart of the worſhipper, that gives its offering all its 
value. : 

Cain returned The fire of heaven will perhaps 
conſume thy victim: for by thee the Lord ſent health 
to our father.—l am diſdained: however will I make 
my offering. I am, as well as thee, penetrated with 

ratitude. Our father, who is reſtored to our wiſhes, 
is equally dear to me as to thee. Let the Lord do 
with me, miſerable worm! according ,to his good 
pleaſure.” ek ö 

Abel tenderly threw himſelf on the neck of Cain, 
ſaying—* Ah! my brother, my dear brother! doſt thou 
make the Lord's having ſent, by my hand, relief to our 


father, a new ſubje& of diſcontent? I was charged 


with this commiſſion. for us all. All prayed to the 


Lord: the prayers of all were anſwered. Baniſh from 


thy boſom, my dear brot ber—let me entreat thee 
to baniſh for ever—theſe gloomy ideas! The Lord 
who ſees into the inmoſt receſſes of our ſouls, can diſ- 
cover their unjuſt thoughts and ſecret murmus. Love 
me, as I love thee. Offer thine offering: but ſuffer it 
not to be defiled by any impure diſpoſitions, May the 
Lord, O my brother! favourably accept thy praiſes, 
and graciouſly ſhed his bleſſings on thee,” 

Cain anſwered not, but walked towards his field: 
and Abel, looking after him with a pitying eye, re- 
paired to his paſtures. Each advanced to his altar: 
Abel flew a young lamb, laid it on the altar, ſcattered 
on it odoriferous herbs and flowers, and put fire to the 
offering: then, warmed with fervent piety, proſtrated 
humſclt before it, and with humble gratitude praiſed the 
Lord. The flame aroſe on high through the gloom of 
night, and enlightened the fields and paſtures. The 
Lord forbade the winds to blow, becauſe the ſacrifice 
was acceptable. EAT 

Cain laid on his altar the frujts of the field, put fire 


to the offering, and alſo proſtrated himſelf before it. 


Inſtantly a terrific ſound was heard among the buſhes. 


A furious whirlwind advanced towards the altar, diſ- 
Firs: : perſed 
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perſed the offering of Cain, and covered him with flame 
and ſmoke. He retired trembling, when a majeſtic 
voice proceeded from the darkneſs, uttering theſe awful 
words—* Why trembleſt thou? Why is pale fear ſeen 
on thy viſage? There is yet time: correct thyſelf! 
Repent and I will pardon thy fin ! If thou doll not, thy 
crime and its chaſtiſement ſhall purſue thee for ever, 
Why hateſt thou thy brother? He loves thee: he 
honours thee with true affection.“ 
Cain, ſeized with horror, quitted the place of ſacri- 
fice, a tempeſtuous wind driving after him the infected 
ſmoke of the offering. Appalled with terror, he wan- 
dered through the darkneſs: his heart trembled within 
him, and a cold ſweat ran down his face. Caſting his 
eyes around, he beheld the bright flame of his brother's 
ſacrifice riſing in the air in ſpiry waves. At this view, 
he turned aſide his head, and gnaſhiog his teeth, cried 
— Ah! there's the ſacrifice of the. favourite; — Fly, 
mine eyes, this hateful fight! Another look would fill 
my ſoul with all the rage of the infernals. I cannot 
help curſing, in my heart, this darling of heaven and 
of all nature I cannot help curſing him with trem- 
bling lips. But turn, unhappy wretch! turn thy 
fury on thyſelf!—Come, O death! O deſtruftion 
come, and put a period to my mileries, and my life! 


Why, O my father, didſt thou ſuffer thyſelf to be 


ſeduced !—Why, O my mother, didſt thou entail 
miſeries on thy 'wretched offspring /—Shall I preſent 
myſelf before you, in the horrors of my deſpair? 
Shall my agonies, my terrors, my inſupportable 
wretchedneſs, ſhew you the diſtreſſes your fatal lapſe 
prepared for your deſcendants? Ah]! no. Revenge 
not, unhappy man—revenge not thyſelf on a father, 
by bringing before his eyes a ſpectacle of ſuch hor- 
ror! Seized with terror,” he would expire in my 
ſight, and I ſhould, if poſſible, be ſtill more wretched. 
The wrath of the Lord lies heavy on me. He has 
curſed me. He diſdains mine offering. I am the moſt 
deſolate creature on the face of the earth. The — 
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of the field, the reptiles of the ground, compared with 
me, are worthy of enyy—O merciful God ! if it be 
poſſible, extend thine indulgence to me. Turn from 
me, O God! thy fierce anger: or again reduce me to 
nothing !—But what do 1 ay? Oh, hard, obdurate 
beart ! Correct thyſelf, he hath ſaid, and I will pardon 
thy paſt offences, Chuſe pardon or milery !—miſery 
eternal! miſery inexpreſſible! Yes, I have ſinned; mine 
iniquities riſe above my head: they cry for vengeance, 
Abou art juſt, O God! Thy vengeance is alſo juſt. 
The farther we ſtray from the path of perfection and 
wiſdom, the farther we ſtray from happineſs. I muſt 
then be guilty, fince I am unhappy. I will forſake 
theſe ways of. perverſeneſs, Turn thine eyes, O God! 
from my paſt offences! Preſerve me from committiog 
pew ones! Take pity on me, O my God! or—reduce 
me to nothing! | Af „520 


. — 


IE air was yet moiſt with the dew of night: the 
A. birds ſtill flept in ſilence: the ſun had not begun 
to gild the tops of the hills, or the hovering: fogs of the 
morning: yet Cain, diſtreſſed and melancholy, bad left 
hi: ſcottage. Mahala, unknowing ſhe was overbeard, 
had wept and prayed for him during the tedious night. 
The black traces of deſpair were too, viſible in his coun- 
tenance to eſcape the obſervation of this affectionate 
wife. She raiſed to heaven ber ſupplicating bands, 
She begged for him mercy and forgiveneſs. She en- 
treated that the Divine conſolations and grace might 
ſooth and ſoften the heart of ber wretched huſband, 
Her lively grief, her intenſe devotion, as ſhe feared 
diſturbing the partner of her bed, were uttered. onh 
in ſighs and tears; yet the inarticulate expreſſions. of 
her {orrow had reached the eam of Cain, who, unable 
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to bear her grief, wandered in the early dawn,, His 
murmuring voice reſounded through the profound calm 
of the field like diſtant thunder. Night. odious ! 
night horrible! ſaid he. What black clouds ſur- 
Wer mel what terrors | When — imagination be- 
gan to be calmed, when gentle fl had huſhed my 
griefs, the voice of lamentation awoke me, Alas! 1 

only wake to be re-plunged in wfetchedneſs. | Shall, 
never more enjoy repoſe? Why did ſhe pray and weep 
for me? She yet knows not that my offering, was te- 
jected Her tears increaſed my diſtrels.—I cannot bear 
her groans—they add to my griefs—they chace peace 
from my beart. This day, like the laſt, muſt be paſſed 
in ſorrow and bitterneſs. While a ſmile of approbation 
rewards every action of my brother, while. he 
every ſoothing delight, terror and ſadneſs purſue me. 
] love thee, Mabala— love thee tenderly. Thou art 
dearer to me than myſelf, Why then ſhouldſt thou, 


by thy lameatations, fill with anguiſh the few hours of 


reſt my miſeries have left me? 

He ſtopt under a buſh that „ 
O ſoft ſleep!” ſaid he, reſtore me here thy balmy 
bleſſings, Uahappy that I am, weakened by fatigue 
and terror, I invoke thee in my cottage. - Scarce. hadſt 
thou ſpread over me thy downy pinigns; when, the 
voice of ſorrow chaſed thee from mine eyes. Here is 
none to trouble my repole, except beings animate, 
influenced by the wrath of heaven, can drive quiet 
from me, even in this diſtant retreat. —O earth! which, 
by a curſe. too ſevere, requires ſuch painful labour 
Alas! 1 only m_ to 2 a life of wretched-- 
neſs—now, at leaſt, let me on thy boſom find fome 
moments of — to repair my exhauſted ſtrength. I 
expect no other happineſs: I know no greater.” He 
was fileat. He laid himſelf on the ſtagragt 
. power he bed invoked wrapt bim in bis fable 
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licious ſpirit, has cloſed his eyes. I will continue near 
him, to accompliſh my purpoſe, and accelerate his de- 
ſtruction. Come, aſſiſt me, ye hovering dreams, dil- 
turb his ſoul with fantaſtic viſions: aſſemble each image 
that can inſpire him with fury and diſtraction. Come 
Envy, with corroſive tooth, hot rage, and every tu- 
multuous paſſion. Thus ſpake the ſpirit impure, and 
with intent malign laid him near Cain. A furious wind 
aroſe, it howled in the caverns of the rocks: it ſhook 
with dreadfol roar the buſhes, and rudely agitated the 
hair of Cain. But in vain it howled in the caverns of 
the rocks: in vain it ſhook with dreadful roar the 
' buſhes: in vain it rudely agitated the hair of Cain: 
Neep ſat heavy on his wearied eyelids, and he till kept 
them cloſed. LR 5 a 

He beheld in a dream a vaſt field, on which were 
ſcattered a number of mean cottages. He ſaw his ſons 
and his grandſons diſperſed over the plain, here they 
reſolutely expoſed themſelves to the mild- day ſun, 
which darted his ſcorching rays on their heads. 
Aſſiduous at their painful labours, ſometimes they 
gathered fruit for their ſubſiſtence; at others ptepared 
the earth to receive freſh ſeeds; or, ſtooping, wounded 
their hands with pulling up the thorny brambles; left 
they ſhould choak the riſing grain, and Teffen the 
utility of their former induſtry. He ſaw alſo their wives 
buſied in domeſtic labour: He beheld tbem prepa- 
Ting a frugal refreſhment againſt the return of their huſ- 
bands. Eliel, his eldeſt ſon; then appeared before bim. 
He ſaw him lift with difficulty a heavy burden from the 
earth: he bore it on his ſhoulders, tottering under the 
load; the ſweat ſtreamed from his embrowned face, and 
ſorrow and diſcontent appeared in his eyes. What a 
life of miſery ! ſaid Eliel. How well is the prediction 
fulfilled, which faid—* Man ſhall eat his bread by the 
ſweat of his brow!” Did the Creator baniſh! from his 
preſence all the offspring of Adam? or did the curſe 
affect only the children of the firſt-born ? Too ſeverely 
is it felt by us, the ſons of Cain: our portion is labour 
e and 
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and indigence; while in yonder fields, inhabited by the 
children of Abel, from which our unnatural kinſmen 
have baniſhed us to theſe barren deſarts, is concentred 
all that can gie delight to man. There the earth 
ſpontaneouſly pours forth her bounties. Thoſe ſons. 
of luxury recline in fragrant bowers.. Nature herſelf 
ſeems ſublervient to their, eaſe and ſlotb. Every com- 
lort, every pleaſure, if pleaſure is to be found on 
earth, is the portion of theſe, voluptuous idlers. 
Thus murmuring, Eliel lowly Raggered towards the 
cottages. 53-4 | . 

Cain was now carried, on imagination's ſportive wing, 
to a plain enamelled with a variety of flowers, watered 
by limpid brooks, which meandering ran with ſoft 
murmurs near aromatic bowers, under the ſhade of 
tufted groves, , The banks were decorated with lofty 
trezs, and the clear water reflecting tlie vivid colours 
of their ſeveral fruits, formed a new landſcape, The 
ſtreams, after thus roving through the flowgry turf, 
tiniſhed their wandering courſe in an ample lake, whoſe 
glaſſy ſurface.was ſmooth and unruffled. He ſaw at a 
diftance - a citron grove,., where played the wanton 
zephyts, fanning with their ambroſial wings the ſweets 
around. The prolpect was terminated by a range of lofty 
hg-trees, which ſpread their extenſive. ſhade, over the 
tender flowers. In this delightful ſpot, were accu» 
mulated all the beauties with which imaginative fable 
has decorated the charming vale of Tempe, or . Cnidus's 
luxurious land; where roſe, conſecrated; to Venus, a 
magnificent temple on lucid columns, \ 114 bart 5 

Cain ſaw in his dream flocks white as the falling 
ſnow, ſporting. in the meadows, or cropping the plen- 
teous herbage, while the indolent ſhepherd, whole head 
was encircled with a wreath of flowers, lay reclined 
under the ſpreading palm, chanting to the ſympathiz- 
ing object of his paſſion an amorous lay. There boys 
blooming as the Loves, and girls ſweet. as the Graces, - 
aſſembled under arches of interwoven honey · ſuckles 
and myrtles, where with agile feet they formed the 
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feſtive dance. The bright juice of the grape ſparkled 
in n goblets, and delicious fruits were ſpread on 
tables covered with flowers; while the ambient air 
reſounded with vocal and inſtrumental harmony. Cain 
with regret beheld theſe children of diffipation. He 
ſaw a young man riſe in the midſt of the ſportive aſ- 
fembly, and heard him thus addreſs bis bret hren“ I 
rejoice with you, my jocund friends; | rejoice in your 

eſent telictty. Nature ſmiles on us; fhe bas united 
in this delightful ſpot all that can charm the eye, or 
raviſh the heart; but to conſerve her bounties, we 
muſt again return to labour; and labour is troublefome 
and fatiguing. Shall our hands, formed to touch the 
foft lute, and founding lyre, be tendered callous by the 
drudgery of the field! Shall our heads, which fo well 
become theſe encircling roſes, be again expoſed to the 
ſun's fierce tays? No, we will recline on beds of 
Violets under the myrtle, while the hardy ſons of earth, 
the brawny inhabitants of yonder plain, ſhall for us 
endure tlie toil of labour. The men ſhall till our 
grounds, their wives and daughters ſhall be the ſervants 
of ours. What ſay ye, my gay companions, 1s the 
proſpect pleaſing? You'fmile approbation. Lend me 
Ir aſſiſtance, my dear brethren, and ere to-morrow's 
dawn we will make it a joyful reality, When the fun 
withdrawn his rays from the earth, and' night has 
ſpread over it her mantle of darkneſs, we will march 
in filence to the cottages of theſe tuſſics. We hall 
doubtleſs find them, after the rugged toil of the day, 

pony in the arms of ſteep, and thall eafily take them 
tive. It is true, our number is ſuperior to theit's, 
and you may wonder that I recommend ſilenee, and 
chuſe night for our expedition; but, my friends, the 
men are ſtrong; hardfhip and fatigue ave embraced 
their nerves, and deſpair may render them deſperate. 
Let us then avoid a battle, in which, if victors, we 
muſt fuffet ſome loſs, and chuſe the leaſt dangerous 
method of effecting our purpoſe.” The young man 
was filent. The whole aflembly were unanimous in his 
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praiſes, and ſhewed their readineſs to join in the inſernal 
icheme by loud ſhouts of applauſe. | 

A new ſcene now. ſtruck the eyes of Cain. It was 
night, and the inhuman artifice was in execution. He 
heard cries of deſolat ion and terror intermingled with 
ſhouts of inſult and triumph. He beheld the fields and 
rocks illumined by the flames of the burning cottages; 
by this dreadful light he ſaw his ſans and grandſons 
bound, and, with their wives and infants, tamely 
marching before the children of Abel, like a flock of 
hleating ſheep. 54413 16 URr+ ee 

Such was the dream of Cain. He was diſtreſſed, 
though aſleep. When Abel, having perceived him 
under the buſhes at the foot of the rock, : approached, 
and with looks of affection, and in a voice of 'tender- 
neſs, ſaid Ah, my brother, ſoon mayeſt thou awake. 
long to embrace thee, and to expreſs the ſweet ſenſa- 
tions by which my heart is engroſſed. I love thee, my 
brother: I ſee with pain thy uneafinels, and gladly 
would remove from thy ſoul the fatal jealouſy that im- 
hitters thy days. Awake, O Cain! awake, that my 
heart may again know the pleaſures of reconciliation— 
But foft, ye impatient wiſhes.—Breathe gentle, ye 
winds ;—ye birds, ceaſe your untimely melody, leſt ye 
diſturb 15 precious repoſe of my brother, Perhaps 
his fatigued limbs require yet longer the reſtoratwe in- 
fluences of ſleep.— But how he lies !—bow pale!—how . 
wan! His features ſeem diſtorted by fury. Why do 
you diſtreſs him, ye viſions of terror! Leave his ſoul 
to enjoy tranquillity, ye imaginary horrors. Take 
poſſeſſion of it ye pleaſing images. Preſent to his 
mind the ſweet occupations of domeſtic life; the ten- 
der delights of the hufband and the father, May every 
thing moſt lovely in the creation fill his imagination, 
and tooth his ſoul! May he awake calm and ſmiling as. 
the vernal morn! May joy expand his countenance, 
and his delighted heart utter its grat itude to the Great 
Giver of every good in devout praiſe. He (poke no 
more, but ſtood ſtedfaſtly looking at Cain, while aſto- 
o 1 niſhment, 
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niſhment, inquietude, and tender love, were viſible in 
his eyes. 1 Nene 
As a fierce lion couching at the foot of a rock, 
(who, though aſlcep, treezes with terror the trembling 
traveller, and obliges him to take a wide circuit to 
avoid the dreadful beaſt) if the murderous arrow, in 
us rapid flight pierces his fide, ſuddenly ſtarts, and, 
with dreadful roar, ſeeks his enemy He foam. — He 
rages His blazing eyes menace deſttuction The firſt 
object he meets is the victim of his fury; perhaps an 
innocent child, playing on the graſs with the variegated 
flowers. Not leſs terrible roſe Cain. His eyes were 
enflamed, and rancour ſat on his pallid Cheek, A 
ſtorm of wrath was gathering The cloud burſt. He 
ſtamped his foot on the ground Open, O earth!“ the 
cried; * Open, O earth! and hide me—bide me from 
my miſeries, in thy loweſt abyſs. My liſe is continued 
round or diſtteſs and torture; and, as if this was not 
enough, I ſee - inſupportable proſpect I (ee that my 
children ſhall one day inherit my miſcries, But l im- 
plore in vain; thou wilt not open. The Almighty 
Avenger reſtrains thee. I; muſt, ſuch is Hig will—1 
muſt be wretched! and, that future evils may diſturb 
my ſcanty enjoyment of preſent good, He bimſelf 
draws aſide the veil. Curſt be the hour When my mo- 
ther by my birth, gave the firſt proof of her ſad ſer- 
tility! Curſt be the place where ſhe firſt felt the pangs 
of child- birth! May all its products periſh ! May he 
that ſhall ſow it, loſe his grain and his labour! May 
ſudden terror ſtrike, even to the bones, all who ſhall 
paſs over it! „ $55 Bel - 20 * | 
Theſe were the imprecations of Cain. When Abel, 
pale as the ſculptured marble, ventured to approach 
him with flow and unſteady ſtep. My brother!“ 
ſaid he, in trembling voice. No- my God!— 
Horror freezes my blood. — One of the ſeditious ſpirits, 
whom the Eternal precipitated from' heaven, has ſurely 
taken his form, under which he utters his blaſphemies! 
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Where art thou, my brother?“ I fly to ſeek thee— 
to bleſs thee. Where art thou, my brother! 

Here I am,” cre Cain, in a voice of thunder: 
© here am l, thou ſoſt favourite!--Thou dear: minion 
of the vengeful Eternal, and of all nature !—thou, 
whoſe viperous race ate one day ſolely to engroſs all the 
felicity of this world! Yes, ſo it muſt be. It is fit 
there ſhould be a tribe of flaves, as beaſts of burden 
to the favourite lineage. Their delicate limbs muſt 
not endure the hardſhips of labor. Formed only for 
voluptuous idleneſs, the ſons of floth muſt" recline in 
ſhady bowers, while—The rage of hell is in my heaft 
Cannot -“ ; enen 

Cain! my brother! ſaid Abel, interrupting him. 


with a voice and look that at once expreſſed his horror, 


affection, and aſtoniſhment: What terrifying dream 
has troubled thy ſoul? I ſought thee in the early 
dawn, 1 came to embrace thee at the ſpringing day. 
But how do I find thee agitated? How doſt thou 


return my tender love? When, oh when, my deareſt 


brother! {tall peace, ſhall amity bleſs our dwellings? 
When will come the happy day—a day, after which our 
indulgent parents ſo ardently long, when fraternal affec- 
tion and ſocial joy ſhall::bet firmly re-eſtabliſhed! O 
Cain! Cain! canſt thou ſo ſoon forget the pleafures of 
reconciliation, of which thou ſeemedſt ſo ſenſihle, 
when, in a rapture of joy and friendſhip, 1 'flew into 
thine arms. Have I offended thee, my brother? 
Unknowingly have I offended thee then ? But, why 
doſt thou caſt on me ſuch furious looks! By all that is 
ſacred, I conjure thee to forget my involuntary fault, 
and receive my embraces. As Abel pronouaced the 
laſt words, he ſtooped to claſp the kners of his bro- 
ther: but Cain ſtarted back, crying. h, thou ſer- 
pent ! Wouldit thou twine , thyſelt about me f At 
the ſame inſtaht, with an arm ſtrengthened by rage, 
he fwung a maſſy club, and ſmote the head of bis 
brother. The innocent victim of his fury fell at bis 
feet. The bones of his head were cruſhed.” He _ 
vis rai 
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raiſed his dying eyes to bis unnatural brother, and 
giving bim a look of pardon and pity, expired. His 
blood diſtained the waving curls of his fair hair, and 
ran in a ſtream to the feet of his murderer. 

Cain ſtood motionleſs, - ſtiffened with horror. The 
cold ſweat ran from his trembling members, while he 
beheld with agony the laſt convulſions of bis expiring 
brother. The ſmoke of the blood he had ſhed aſcended 
even to him. * Curſed blow!” he cried, © My brother!“ 
Awake awake! O my brother !—How pale!—His 
eyes are fixed The blood ſtreams from his head! 
Miſerable that I was — Ah! what am I now? Infernal 
horrors!— | 

Thus he cried aloud, and furiouſly threw from him 
the bloody club; then with violence ſtruck his temples. 
He ſtooped to the dead body, and endeavoured to raiſe 
it from the earth, crying Abel!— my brother! 
awake!—Ah! what tortures do I feel Ho his head 
hangs !—how it bleeds !—how helpleſs - Dead! O an- 
n he is dead! My crime is without 
remedy! 1 fly—whither fly? My tottering knees, will 
ſcarce bear mel Having thus ſpoke, trembling, he hid 
himſelf among the buſhes, enge 

The ſeducer, with triumph in bis look, remained 
near the dead. Elate with pride, he ſtretched bis gi- 
gantic form to its full height, and his countenance was 
not leſs dreadful than the black pillar of ſmoke, ariſing. 
from the. half-conſumed lumber of a lonely cottage, is 
to the inhabitants, who, returning from their peaceful 
Jahours, find all their conveniences, all their riches, the 


prey of the devouring flames. Anamalech followed the 


criminal with his eyes, while a rutbleſs ſmile ſpoke his 
exultation. He then caſt on the bleeding body a look 
fight!” faid he: I ſee for 
the firſt time, this earth wet mith human blood. The 
flow of the ſacred ſprings of heaven, before the fatal 
hour when the Maſter of the univerſe precipitated us 
from thoſe ſeats of bliſs, never gave me half this plea+ 
ſure. * the barmonious harps of ä 


echoed through the lofty arch of heaven, This awful 


— 
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gels give me ſuch delight, as the laſt ſighs of a brothes 
murdered by his brother.—And then, the nobleſt of 
thy Maker's works: thou laſt beſt effort of his creating 
hand, what a deſpicable figure doſt thou now make! 
Riſe, beautiful youth! Riſe, thou; friend of angels! 
This indolence in thing oriſons 11] becomes the worſhip 


of thy God !-—Byt he ſtirs not. His own brother has 
left him weltering jn his blood, No, that hongur us 


mine. 1 guided the arm of the fratrieide, It is 
actions, ſuch as Satan himſelf would boaſt, I ſhall jj 
above the vile populace of hell, I haſten to the feat 
of the inferaal throne. The vaſt concave of the fiery 
gulph wil} reverberate my praiſes. I ſhall move in tri · 


umph through crowds of ignoble ſpirits, whom no 


hardy achievement has dignified, and look down: with 
ſcora on thoſe who till now were accounted my equals.! 
laflated with arrogance, he turned once more to glut 


bis eyes with a laſt view of the -viQim+ © but che 


hideous traces of deſpair inſtantaneouſly diflipated: his 
ironic ſmile, and effaced the triumphant pride which . 
at on bis expanded brow, The Lerd.commanded, -- 
and he was ſeiged by infernal horrors : he was - oyer» 
whelmed by 4 deluge of torture. He now curled his 
exiſtence : he curſed eternity replete with torments, and 
The laſt ſighs of the dying aſcended io the throne of 
God, and demanded of Eternal juſtice vengeanee on 
the murdered. Thunder was heard from the holy fanc- 
tuary. The golden barp ceaſed to ſound. The eteropl 
hallelujahs were interrupted. Three times the thunder 


ſound was ſucceeded hy the- majeſtic voice of God, 
iſſuing from the filver cloud that encompaſſed his 
throne, It ſummoned an archangel. The:Jucid ſpirit 
advanced towards the ſeat of the Moſt High, veiling 
his face with his effulgent wings: and ſaid — 


Death has made his firk prey. 09 man. Henceforth ; 


be it thy function to aſſemble the ſouls of the juſt. 
mylelf ſpoke to that of Abel hen he fell, - When the 
4 en 4 righteous 


. 
- 
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righteous man is languiſhing in the cold ſweat of death, 
be thou at his fide. By affuring him of eternal felicity, 
ſupport him in thoſe moments of anxiety, when his 
| ſoul, trembling at the view of his paſt life, dreads a 
ſeparation from its duſt. Thou ſhalt then calm his 
fury, and inſpire him with confidence. Thou ſhalt 
turn his eyes from my rigorous juſtice, and fix them on 
my lohg-ſuffering and tender mercies. Haſten now 
towards the earth, to meet the ſoul of Abel. Thou, 
Michael, go with him, and declare to the murderer 
the ſentence pronounced againſt him.” Thus ſpake the 
Eternal, and again the thunder thrice echoed through 
the lofty arch of heaven. The archangels, with rapid 
wing, paſſed through the celeſtial ranks. The gates of 
the Divine abode ſpontaneouſly Gee to the heavenly 
meſſengers, they traverſed the boundleſs expanſe, on all 
fides reſplendent, amidſt ſuns without number, and 
alighted on the earth. 8 | A; 
angel of death called forth the ſoul of Abel from 
the enſanguined duſt. It advanced with a ſmile of joy, 
- The more pure and ſpiritous parts of the body flew off, 
and mixing with the balſamic exhalations, wafted by 
the zephyrs from the flowers which ſprang up within 
the compaſs irradiated by the angel, environed the 
ſoul, forming it an etherial body. It ſaw, with a tranſ- 
port till then unknown, the bright meſſenger coming 


towards it, | 
1 falute thee, ſaid the celeſtial ſpirit, while benig- 
nity-and joy beamed in his eyes: I ſalute thee, O hap- 
7 ſoul! now diſengaged from thy encumbering duſt. 

eceive my embraces! It is to me an increaſe of feli- 
city, that I am choſen by the Moſt High to introduce 
thee into the realms of light and bliſs, where myriads 
of angels wait to -hail thee, Conceive, if thou canſt, 
beloved ſoul; conceive what it is to behold God face 
to face-+to have : communion with bim for ever. 
Thou art going to experience the riches of his grace, 
the wonders of bis love. Thou wilt ſoon know the 
immenſe rewards with which he recompenſes virtue. 
3 - | 12 O thou, 
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O thou, who haſt firſt laid down thy covering of 
duſt, to be cloathed in light, I once more embrace 
thee” i; © 564 46149 81 
permit me alſo to embrace thee, celeſtial friend," 
replied the ſoul: and overpowered by the ecſtatic ſenſe 
of beatitude, it reclined on the angel. Delight 
extreme !—bliſs inexpreſſible! While my ſoul was im; 
priſoned in the periſhing clay, from which it is now 
releaſed, I meditated in ſolitude, by the mild and ſoft 
light of the unclouded moon, on tbe charms of virtue, 
on the glories of my God. Theſe ſublime objects, 
even then, elevated me above myſelf, | and I experi- 
enced, without knowing it, a faint dan of the felicity 
] at preſent taſte. But how much more attractise now 
are the, charms of virtue! How are my ideas of the 
Divine attributes exalted and enlarged | What new 
tboughts What are now. the beauties of ſpring! O 


ſun! where is now thy dazzling luſtre? The enraptur- 


ed ſoul again embraced the angel, and continued to 
utter its tranſports,  * Eternity now. is mine. All ſub- 
lunary cares are at an end. I ſhall for ever be employed 
in praiſing my God, who, with unbounded benificenges 
beſtows never-ending felicity on the ſoul that,pants.aftef) 
virtue, and delights in the beauty of goodneſs. For 
ever ſhall I exalt his name; for ever ſhall enjoy ineſſa - 
ble bliſs: for I ſhall lee Him as He is.“ £549 5093 Eni 
Thus did theſe two bappy ſpirits interc recipro- 
eal endearments, and the ſweet embrace. Folloꝶ me, 
my friend,“ ſaid the archangel Follow my flight. 
Let us quit this earth: nothing, here can now be dean 
to thee, but the virt uous. Regret not to leave them 
behind; for, after à ſe more riſing and ſetting ſuns, 
they too will partake of; thy felicity. At preſent ihe 
celeſtial, choir waits with ardent expectation thy, com- 
ing. Haſten to embrace thy new friends, and join 
with them in inceſſant hallelujalis 40 the Eternal. . 

I follow thee,” replied the righteous ſoul. Into 
what a torrent of delight: and felicity art thou convey- 
ing me, dear eee, nat ure is — 
( S / | ar 
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far ſuperior to mine O my beloved kindred, whom 1 
leave ſtil embodied in the duſt; who muſt till remain 
in this vale of tears; when the days of your lives are 
fulfilled, when the hour of your diſſolut ion is at hand, 
and the 3 introducer of ſouls ſhall deſcend to 
— will accompany him: for at the foot of 

Almighty throne | will this With 
_ joy ſhall I ſee your pure and holy ſouls riſe from 
this ſeat of corruption, from this reign of denth! 
And thou toe Thirza, my dear and tender compa- 
nion! when thou haſt yet a little longer 
mouldering duſt, and haſt reared to virtue the infant 
that now begins to prattle' forth its thoughts, thou 
muſt be the prey 


P Thus ſpoke Abel, and riſing in the air, began to loſe 


fight of the earth. As his eyes were taking a laſt look 


on the dwellings, whoſe inhabitants were ſtill dear to 
bl, he beheld his brother: remorſe was imprinted on 
his cbuntenance; his clenched hands were held over his 


bead; he ſuddenly lifted up bis eyes to heaven, then 


frantic with deſpair, ſtruck with repeated blows his 
throbbing breaſt ; he caſt himſelf in agony on the earth, 
and rolled in the duſt. Tears of compaſſion 

from the eyes of the bappy, and he turned aſide from 


the frightful ſcene. His yr conductor was now 


by multitudes of angels: the tutelar ſpirits of the 
earth ſürrounded the celeſtial travellers they cohgra- 
tulited the ſoul of Abel on * Oy from ſin and 
death; they embraced him in holy rapt ure; and having 
eſcorted him to the confines of the terreſtrial atmo- 
ere, they reclined on a crimſon cloud, and; to the 
"Jute and filver harp, joined the melody of their 
celeſtial voices, chanting; in chorus, 


© He rifes!. the new inbabitant of heavens fi riſes to bis | 


| native land. Render him homage ye brilliant conſtella- 
tions, which roll in the immenſity of ſpace: render ho- 
mage, with gladneſs, to FRE dank; your —_— 

hat 


* 


wept over my 
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f death, What rapture! when 
— ſoul, quitting the cold clay, ſhall fly into mine 
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What glory to the opaque ſphere to have nouriſhed in 
its duſt a being prepared for the joys of immortality 1-— 
Glow, ye fields, with brighter verdure Reflect, ye 
hills, a purer light! 76 en 

« He tiſes! the new inhabitant of heaven riſes to his 
native land. Legions of angels wait his arrival at the 
celeſtial portals. With what rapture will they welcome 
their new companion to the ſeats of bliſs! They will 
crown him with unfading roſes, What will be his 
S tranſport when be traverſes the flowery fields of heaven 
when, under the aromatic bowers of eternal verdure, he 
joins the angelic choir in their ſongs of praiſe; aſcribing 


glory, honour, Jun and dominion, to the ſource f 
bappineſs, the ſole principle of all good! 
Already have we celebrated the day when his ſoul - 
deſcended from the hands of its Creator, and enteted 
into its body of earth. Already, O feſlive day haſt 
thou been celebrated, and we will ſtill celebrate ther. 
We ſaw his young mind improve in every virtue: it 
haſtened to maturity and ſtrength, like the lily in the 
ſpring. We have ſeen, with joy, his aſpirations after 
LP > Iaviſible, we have beheld the uniformity 
of his life, the coofiftency of his actions. We hae 
joined in his devout praifes, we have ſympathized in 
his tender ſorrow, His virtuous tears have given joy to 
the angels. Virtue was his motive and guide: Por 
ever ſhall he enjoy the rewards of virtue: 
He riſes! the new inhabitant of heaven'riſes to bis 
native land. Receive bim, ye ſons of light ! crown 
him with celeſtial roſes! Honour him whom the Moſt 
High delighteth to honour} Yonder, like a faded flo 
er, lies the duſt he has abandoned. Parent earth receive 
it in thy bojom ; again receive the precious duſt! Rach 
ſpring it ſhall produce odotiferous flowers. Each year 
we will ſolemnize the day in which his nghteous {foul = 
quitted che und, 4 1/ut 1) ae 47 915 
Thus they ſang; then, borne on their lucid cloud,” 
deſcended to the.carth. Cain wandered in deſpair: 
among the buſhes. He roved from place to place; 
but change of ſituation decreaſed not the horror ou in 
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bad lodged itſelf in his convulſed heart. Ob, that 
I could no more fee the ſtreaming blood!” he cried, 
«1 fly, but the blood follows me ſtill—ſtill it runs to 
my feet. Where hall I fly? —Where? —Miſerable 
that I am!—His laſt look !—What have I done? 
The dreadful deed is the work of hell—I already feel 
Ks tortures! I have, with him, murdered: his unborn 
offspring.—Ab ! what noiſe is that among the buſhes? 
Why. fighs the - dead ?—Away, haſte feet, far away 
from the purſuing blood—far away from the dreadful 
ſight of death! Drag me away, ye trembling: knees, 
ſprinkled with a brother's blood, to hell!“ At thele 
words he walked with ſaſt and unequal-ſteps. _ . 

A black cloud alighted at his feet, from the midft of 
which iſſued an awful voice, ſaying— Cain, where- is 
thy brother? — 1 know not—miſerable! me! Am Im 
brother's keeper?” anſwered he, ſtammering and retreat- 
ing back, pale as the lifeleſs corpſe of Abel. Loud 
thunders 7now--burſt from the cloud; the graſs and 
buſhes blazed: around him, and Michael the archangel 


ſtood before him, arrayed in terror. On his majeſti 
brow were imprinted the menaces of the Lord. In 
bis right hand he held the forked R and ex- 


tended his left over the appalled ſinner. He ſpoke, 
and it again thundered. Stop trembler! Hear thy 
ſentence Thus faith the Lord What haſt thou 
done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth to me. 
Thou art curſed on the earth, which hath drank the 
blood of thy brother, ſhed by thy hand. To thee it 
Mall be for ever barren, and thou ſhalt be a vagabond 
on its ſurſace. The terrified ſinner was mute and im- 
moveable; his head bent, and liis eyes fixed on the 
ground, while his heart was torn with anguiſn. He 
attempted to ſpeak ; but only inarticulate ſtammerin 

came from his trembling lips, while dread ſtill kept his 
eyes fixed on the earth. At length he cried, in a voice 
which ſpoke his anguiſh—* My crime is too great — ab 
much too great, ever to be forgiven. Now, O inex- 
orable God! thou haſt curſed me on the earth; and 


=. 


Where can I hide myſelf from Thy preſence?— 
Baniſhed from ſociety—a vagabond—The firſt who 
meets me will ſlay me, and rid the earth of an infamous 
murderer,” r SAT 2f f | | 
A vengeance ſeven - fold more dreadful than thine; 
ſhall- fall on him who ſheds thy blood,” ſaid the angel, 


S— e » 


p Ny remorſe are ſtrongly imprinted on thy brow, 
By theſe marks ſhalt thou be known, and all, on ſeeing 
Wthee, ſhall quit the path made by thy wandering feet, 


I =O SH Io 2 


having thus announced the Divine anathema, diſap- 
peared. Thunder again iſſued from the riſing cloud, 


ad buſhes. | 


ength, forced from his livid and quivering hps theſe 


y his lightnings? Why did not his thunder ſtrike me 
o the depth of the earth ?—But his ire reſerves me for 


dy my fellow creatures—all nature abhors me—l abhor 


ame, remorſe, deſpair—Shut out from human fociety, 
daniſhed from God, I ſhall, while on earth; feel the 
orments of hell—I feel them now—Curſed be thou, 
J arm, which ſo haſtily executed the impulſes of paſ+ 


d limb of a tree !—Curſed be the hour when a dream 
rom hell deceived me And thou, infernal fiend, who 


hee? Art thou returned to hell? Mayeſt thou there 
ulfer inceſſantly what I now feel! Nothing worſe can 

wiſh-thee.—This is your triumph, ye ſpirits of dark - 
els! Gaze on, ye devils, and wonder at my * — 


gf 


THE DEATH OF ABEL, 79 


ſpeaking again in thunder. * Dark difquietude and 


rying—* There goes Cain the murderer!” The angel 


Cain- ſtood motionleſs. Deſpair glared in his eyes; 
yet fierceneſs was till ſeen in his buſhy brows, © The 
furious winds ſhook his ere& hair. Wild fear, at 
orrid accents, Why has he not annihilated me? 
herefore not annihilated me, that no traces of me 
ight remain in the creation? Why was T not blaſted 
perpetual ſufferings: torment without end. Deteſted 


yſelf, Already the attendants on guilt haunt me: 


ugpeſted it! Where art thou now, that I may curſe 


nd a dreadful whirlwind tore up by the roots the trees 


jon; mayeſt thou wither on my body, like the blight- _ 


Fg 


[3 
. _ 
a> bd 8 * 
A. 4 > Ps = 


1 - 'S. N = 
2 = « "A 
——_— = *% 4 « 
+4 1 * + 28 * 2 * 23 a 
, ET CW TT TS — 
a « 5 


L Wa 
r o 


8 —— 


2 8 
* ds 2 2 wa 


—— 


— 2 \ > 5 
o * 0 *S. ap. > - me 
— »% b> 4468 - 


& o t with agony, he ſat down on the trunk of a falle 


| what noſe is that? It is the voice of murdered Abel! 
| begroans-—1 ſce his ſtreaming: blood! O my brother! 
my brother! in pity to my inexpreſſible anguiſh, Ceals 


time the father of mankind, with his amiable ſpouſe, 
having left their cott 


field! How charming the appearance of the country} 
bo all the creatures rejoice: each buſh, each eminence 


Les, my love, the earth is ſtill beautifyl; it fil 


may find that amiable, that dutiful fon, chanting hy 
© Creator, —* Dear Adam, returned Eve, let us firlt go 
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tree, and remained, without ſtrength or voice, mo-; 
tionleſs as the dead. Then ſlarting, be cried—* Ha! 


Rant ¶ͥU . 
He no continued. fitting in ſpeechleſs agony, ſighs 
only burſting from his tortured heart. In the meat 


, came forth to enjoy the fra 
grance and beauty of the early day. With what 
majeſty does the ſun dart bis. firſt rays !' cried Eve. 
How they gild the flimſy miſt that hovers over yonder 


Let us walk on, Adam, amid the dew, till the hour 
labour calls thee to, the field, and me to our dwelling, 
O my beloved! this earth is ſtill lovely, See, Adam, 


pours forth its melody! The beaſts too, how they frik 
and bound, and chaſe each other] with what gaiety and 
life they welcome the morning rays!” Adam anfwered 


bears viſible marks of the preſence of God, and of hi 
infinite goodneſs, which our folly and ingratitude han 
not yet been able to exhauſt. Yes, His mercy, Hu 
munificence, exceed the power of words to exprels, an 
too great for the rejoiced heart to conceive. Let u 
haſten, Eve, through thoſe flowery fields, to the {mi 
ing paſtures where Abel feeds his flock, Perhaps wt 


morning, bymn, and, in deyout melody, praiſing bt 


to the field of Cain. I have in this baſket brought 
little preſent for my firſt born. I have culled out ſom 
of the beſt of my figs, and a few bunches of my 6nek 
dried grapes. They will be an agrecable Tefreſhmed 
for him, when at mid-day he retires to the ſhade, fail 
and fatigued with labour, Let us go to him 425 ny 
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ſpouſe: for fain would I eraſe from his mind the idea 
that he is not beloved by us with the ſame affection that 
we love his brother. 88 er een 

How attentive, my deareſt,” is thy tenderneſs; re- 
plied Adam: Iwill accompany thee with joy to the 
field of Cain, Let us carry him thy preſent, that he 
may not fay all our concern and love are laviſhed on 
Abel. May the ſerenity of this delightful morning 
diſpole his heart to the impreſſions of tenderiieſs!* They 
now redoubled their pace, and walked towards the 
open country. How happy, ſaid Eve, as ſhe was 
going on how happy ſhould I think myſelf, if, when 
nature thus ſmiles, and awakens every ſentiment of 
tenderneſs and joy, our firſt born receives us with affec- 
=_ If his heart is open to the ſoft ſenſations of filial 

ve |! | CES 4.” VOTE EF FH EZ URN * 

They now came. from behind ſome buſhes, Eve 
walking a little before, when . ſuddenly ſtepping back, 
ſhe cried, with a tremulous voice Who lies there? 
Adam, who is that lies there?—He lieth not like one 
aſleep—His face is on the ground—Thole golden locks 
are Abel's.— Adam, why do I tremble? —Abel! Abel! 
awake—awake, my ſon! turn to me thy face—turn to 
me thy face! Awake, ah! awake, dear ſon, from a 
ſleep that freezes me with terfor They approached 
nearer. What do I ſee!” cried Adam, trembling and 
retiring back. Blood! blood trickling from his tem- 
ples! His head is covered with blood !-—+ O Ahel! O 
my ſon!—my ſon!—my dear ſon!* cried Eve, lifting” 
up his arm ſtiffened by death; then ſunk, pale as the 
object ſhe lamented, on Adam's throbbing breaſt. 
Horror and grief deprived them both of voice, When 
Cain; frantic with deſpair, came, without defign, to 
the place where lay the dead body of his brotber, ang 
ſeeing near the - corpſe” his father motionleſs! and h 
mother pale and lifeleſs in his arms, he cried out trem- 
bling He is dead !—1 killed him !—Curſed be the 
hour, O father of men, when thou begatteſt me- 
And thou, woman, curſed be the inſtant when thou 
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broughteſt me forth!'—He is dead !— I killed him?” 
Fepeated be, and fled. Our firſt parents fat, pale and 
filent, without fign of life, except an univerſal trem- 
bling. Adam fink recovered from his lethargy of ſtu- 
pid grief. * Where am |?” hecried with broken ac- 
cog © How I tremble!—My God! my God — Ah, 
there. he lies Wreiched fat * Wust horrors ſhake 
my foul Ho can I ſupport the dreadful thought !— 
He brother killed bim !—he has curſed us O Abel 
ſon! My veins are chilled, my blood runs cold. 
Hoy miſerable parent One fon 2 curled thee ; the 
* hes before prom embrued in his own blood. 
What evils, wbat torments, have I brought on wyſelf, 
and my wretched offspring |—Ah, fatal fin And 
thou too Eve, thou awakeſt not klo my terrors 
—_— thou dead too?—Am I left, alone, a 
guiſhi—Yet, O God, in the midſt of 
adore Thy decrees, I revere Thy juſtice 
—k am 8 1 An icy coldneſs inſinuates itſelf into 
my beating heart. My eyes fail. —0O death! O my 
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dear ſon! Ho then again caſt a look on the dead 
body: the tears flowed down his venerable face, and 
with them ran the cold ſweat. Thou at laft awakeſt, 
dear Eve, he continued: but, alas! to what inex- 
eſſihle tortures doſt thou awake! Ah! what diſ- 
trely, is ſeen in thy Weeping eyes, dear companion of my 


Adam, replied. ber. in a fearful accent, © jg. the. 
murderer gone? The voice of rp ths thunders .no 
mate -I no longer hear the voice bis cutfing. 
Curſe me me alone, barbaraus fratricide | I was the 
firſt fianer,y+O my child! — my child!—O! Abel, my 
— deareſt ſon l She now ſunk from the arms of Adam " 
- .the-gead. * My fop—wy' ſon!” ſhe cried, ſpeaking to 
the, inſenſible clay: thine eyes are fixed, no more they 
turn on me. Awake, awake | Alas! 1 call in vain: 
he ing dead That is death the death with which we 
were threatened, when curſed by God after the fall. 
O. iolufferable torment L was the firſt ſinner |—O m 
2 Apgar: 2 | husband! 


3 TAR F 
— * — 


II 


K 


— 


9 


rug DEATH or ABEL, | 83 


huſband! ſpouſe beloved and dear] thy tears rend my 
heart, It was 1 that ſeduced thee. Of me—of me, 
O weeping father, demand thy ſon's blood Of me 
your brother, my wretched children Me me curſe, 
murderer of brothers! hut ſpare your father I was the 
firit finner!—O my ſon! my fon! thy blood riſes 
againſt me!—it accuſed me, unhappy parent? Thus 
lamented the mother of the human race, while her tears 
ſtreamed on the congealing blood. 

Adam caſt on his wife looks full of West and 
grief. Dear Eve, faid be, what "exquiſite p 
thou giveſt my burſting heart ! | Ceaſe, 1 entreat thecʒ 
ceale thus to torment me! I conjure thee, by our miſe> 
ries, by our tender love, I conjurethee to ceaſe thus te. 
proaching thyſelf! We both have ſinned ; we both are 
guilty. The bitter conſequences of our crimes are but 
too ſad remembrances of our ingratitude and folly; 
But the Alm g y, whom we have offended, the God who 
chaſtiſes us, ſtill regards us with a pityingeye.—Yes, my 
God, we are yet allowed to ſupplicate thee in our 
| diſtreſs. Thou bat not utterly deſtroyed the finner, 
We yet live, Eve, and 6ur ſouls are out of the reach of 
death. It can only ſtrip us of this body, ſubject to paĩa 
and grief, Our immortal ſouls will, if we ure virtuous, 
triumph over death, and enjoy permanent felicity in the 
realms of happineſs and glory, Where we ſhall-behold 
the light of God's countenance, and inceſſantly praiſe 
him to all eternity. This, my beloved, ought to be 
our conſolat ĩon, our great conſolation; but—his mur- 
derer is bis pe Abt my firſi-borg killed dis 
brot her!! 7 
Ya; Shoes! 400 Eve, ber tears: Kill flowing ; 
Death has delivered 'thee from ſolitude, pain, and 
grief, Thou art no more expoſed to ſuſfer. We 
ſhould wiſh to follow thee. Alas! we muſt fill endure 
tribulations and inquietudes, from which thou art now 
exempt. | But can I ceaſe to weep, while I remember 
thy virtue, thy piety, thy filial love !—O Adam! what 
theo of —— now” T precious nn 
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thoſe. ſmiles, the ſweet emanations of filial tenderneſs, 
that uſed to be ſeen on his countenance? How faded, 
how livid, are his bloomy cheeks! We ſhall no more 
hear from thoſe lips ſeraphic harmony! no more bave 
our ſouls raiſed to God by his angelic converſe! no more 
will they expreſs the endearing ſenſations of his beart 


| Thoſe eyes, now fixed in death, with what delight and 


tranſport have ] ſeen them ſhed tears of joy, when | 
have given him ſigns of the love—the inexpreſſible love 
that warmed my heart, charmed with bis ſpotleſs vir- 
tue — Ab, my ſon! thy weeping mother muſt for ever 
deplore thy death.—-O fin, fin, dreadful are thy in- 
roads] what bideous ſorms doſt thou aſſume Abel 
dear Abel I, thy mother, thine unbappy mother— 
exquiſite woe -—am alſo the mot ber of thy murderer! 
Here her ſpeech again failing, ſhe remained motionleſs 
on the cold corpſe, void of ſenſation. When Adam, 
with a deep ſigh, cried “ How am I abandoned! All 
around me is à gloomy deſart. Nature ſeems to have 
changed her face. No longer ſhe ſmiles on me, Alas 
he is dead he who filled my life with ſoſt conſolation, 
ſweet pleaſure, and gladdening hope, is no more! 
Dear Abel! is it true that thou art dead? ls it, can it 
be true, that it was Cain, that horror of nature! who 
—0 God! thou beholdeſt our extreme deſolation. 
Oh! pardon, pardon. our lamentations! Forgive us, 
that we lie mourning in the duſt like a worm! And 
what are we more in thy fight? Pardon us, though 
we mourn in the duſt like the: trampled worm, halſ 
cryſhed by the heedleſs ſoot of the paſſenger. Adam 


nou ſtood pale and ſilent. At length he turned to the 


body of his murdered. ſon, and ſtooping to Eve, gently 
withdrew her feeble hand from the corpſe, and prt ſſed 
it with ardour to his breaſt. Eve, my deat compa- 
nion, awake! ſaid he, banging over her: Awake, 
dear ſpouſe, awake! Turn thy looks on me: Ceaſe to 
waſh with thy tears the inſenſible duſt! Sink not thus 


under the weight of thy grief! Has thy ſorrow ſor th 
ſon ſtifled all tenderneſs, all concern for me, thine hul- 


band? 


THE DEATH OF ABEL. 88 


band? Turn dear ſpouſe, turn thy look on me! It is 
juſt that we ſhould cel, keenly feel, our loſs; that the 
horrors of death ſhould terrify us; that we ſhould 
mourn the fatal conſequences of our fin: but to be 
thus overcome by grief, thus overpowered by dejection, 
is criminal, It 1s as if we reproached Eternal Juſtice, 
as puniſhing with too much ſeverit 72 O Eve! give 
not way to this culpable deſpair, leſt Divine Mercy 


irritated by our obſtinacy, ſhould deem us unworthy of | 
conſolation.” Eve | immedianly turned her face from 


hateſt me not, thoug b this frightful murder of 3 
thy ſons by the — is the refult of my tranſgreſſion. 
Ah, Adam! let me weep in thine arms; let me once 
more weep on my child's' body, and mingle thy tears 
with his blood ' She then preſſed. her face; beuewed 
with tears, on Adam's hand. Thus grieved and lament- 
ed the parents of the human race over the firſt dead; 
when Adam, caſting his dejected eyes around, beheld at 
2 diſtance one of the celeftial meſſengers: the fragrant 

flowers which ſprung up at each ſtep indicated the light 
veſtiges of his feet. His ſerene brow announced peace: 
conſolation, amity, and affection, ſmiled on his lips 
and cheeks: and _ ſweetneſs of his eyes ſpoke ſym- 
pathizing com A white veſture; brighter 
than the cloudy * ſurround” the nocturnal planet, 
fluttered in waving folds on bis beauteous form. The 
angel advanced towards them, while his preſence ſeemed 
to enliven with freſher verdure the ſmiling country. 
Eve, ſaid the father of men, raiſe thine eyes, dry 
thy tears, ſuppreſs thy fighs! behold one of the chil- 
dren of beaven is coming to comfort us. See with 
what graceful benignity he approaches, already a ray of 
En enten has darted into my bepighted (Gul; 


already 
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already my heart has loſt part of the oppreſſive load 
under which it groaned.—1 acquieſce, O my God!] in 
thine ' appointments; I adore Thy judgments : with 
and love I acknowledge Thy mercies. 

ay no mote, Eve! Riſe} let us meet the friendly 

Eve, ſupported by her ſpouſe, aroſe, and the bright 
ſpirit ſtood before them, He regarded with attention 
the firſt prey of death: but ſoon turned his eyes on 
Adam and Eve, whoſe faces now reflected the lumi- 
nous brightneſs of the angel, and, in a ſweet and har- 
monious voice, ſaid-* Be bleſt, O ye who are weeping 
over the 4porſs-of- death in your ſon ! May ye be blett! 
The Moſt High hath permitted me to viſit you in your 
aiftion., Among the angels who are commiſhoned to 
waich over and guard the iohabitants of this earth, 
none loved Abel more than 1, I was conſtantly near 
him! when the orders of the Eternal did not oblige me 
to be abſent. ; Wben bis exalted foul; inflamed with 
the Jove of virtue, vented- its rapturous ſenlationt 
in teats of holy joy, or in devout byoins, which the 
tutelar ſpiriis dyſdained not. to repeat in their concert, 
] inſpired him with ſuch ideas of his future felicity as 
it was poſſible he could he ſuſceptible of while united 
to his duſt. Weep not for bim: mourn not for him 
like the children of deſpair. He is happy lis immor- 
tal ſoul ſurvives. Let this: ſoften your grief. Death 
bath only detached it from a weak and frail body. 


Without interrupt ion and incumbranct, he no enjoys 


whatever can delight a wiſe and gaod being. His 


happineſs far exceeds: all you can imagine, While you 


only fee through the dark medium of the ſcuſes. He 
is with the angels and arcbangels before 'the throne of 
God. Yet weep, my friends, he well deſerved your 
love. Lament your loſs: but Jet his unſpeakable gain 
ſoon dry your tears. You are not ſeparated for ever. 
Soon (hall the 
you be united to your beloved ſon, to part no more. 
The pale king of terrors will afſume to each of 20 

bern | different 


— r e . a as 


angel of death viſit you allo, ſoon will 
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different form : but you will receive him as becomes the 
candidates for future happineſs, and welcome him as a 
friend long expected. Liſten, O Adam, to the order 
of thy God. Reſtore this corruptible body to its 
origin, the duſt: dig a pit, and cover it with earth.“ 
Thus ſpake the angel, while benevolence and pity 
appeared in every geſture. Deſolat ion fled. Deſpair - 
was no more. Adam, whoſe: ſoul was caltned and 
revived by noble and elevated ſentiments, viewing the 
dazzling luſtre of the angel, as he withdrew, faid— 
Accept of our grateful thanks, celeſtial friend! 
Praiſed, prailed for ever be Thy name, O God Moft 
High! Thy loving kindneſs, thy tender metcies, are 
not withdrawn from the finner. Thou with compaſſion. 
doth behold our diſtreſs: Thou commandeſt thine - 
angels to enlighten our ſouls, and bring us comfort. 
No longer will we mourn. in the duſt—no longer will 
we deſpair, like the (ſpirits of darkneſs; who are ba- 
niſhed from Thine all enlivening preſence. We are 
ſtill furrounded by Thy beauties: ſtill permüttei to 
praiſe Thee, to ſupplicate Thy favour, to adore Thy 
wiſdom, to celebrate Thy goodnefs. Thus enabled, 
ſhall we repine and murmur at Thy diſpenſations, if the © / 

thorns and briars of affliction are ſcattered in the way 
of our pilgrimage to the boſom of our father, the 
dwelling of our God? We cannot indeed entirely 
reſtrain our tears for the happy deceaſed: we mult regret 
his being thus ſuddenly ſnatched from our embraces: 
but, alas! the unhappy criminal ought rather to be 
the object of our grief, the ſubject of our moſt earneſt 
pray ers. O God } what an alleviation would it be to 
Por ſorrow, if we dated to hope that Thy metcy bad 
ot calt him off for ever! O my Maker! he unhappy 
he ailerable, is the firſt fruit of my loins—the' firſt 

om Eve brought forth wit i pain Let us not ceaſe, 

y deateſt ſpouie, to imploge the tender mercics of our 
dd for him. We wilt not doubt his loving -Kindneſs: 
ve ourſelves were ſinners: we were unworthy of his 
aliaite grace: yet he has encouraged us to  confide in 
e his 
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his promiſes. When all trembling we expected eternal 
chaltiſement, little did we hope for mercy. But let us 
not defer to execute the command of the Lord. I will 
carry this dear body to our dycllio ! and there commit 
the precious duſt to the earth. Adam! O my love! 
returned Eve, my ſoul emerges from overwhelming 
ſorrow. Conſcious of my own weaknels, I ſupport } 
. myſelf, by thy ſtrength, as the flexible ivy chngs to the 
firm oak, 

Adam now, by the aſſiſtance of his weeping 90 
lified the corpſe on bis ſhoulders; and, ſighing under 
the ſad burden, ſlowly moved cowards his dwelling, 
while Eve walked weeping by his fide. 


— Md 


BOOK V. 


Now Thirza, kat ſleep had been diſturbed by | 
terrifying viſions, opened her eyes to the bright 
luminary of day, and precipitately quitted her bed. 
What frightful images, ſaid ſhe, *© have paſſed before 
me, while 1 ſlept! They reſembled nothing 1n nature, 
Welcome cheerful light | thou haſt ſcattered them. 
Hail, ye glowing flowers, ſweet objects of my attentive 
care; your various odours, which the morning ſun 
draws forth, will refreſh my fatigued brain; —and, ye 
joyous inhabitants of the air, your ſoft melody will r- 
eſtabliſh ſerenity in my ſoul. I will join your 3 
ſong. I will join with reanimated nature in praiſes to 
the Moſt High. Creator Almighty! Saviour Propiti- 
_ ous! my ſoul, overpowered by Thy goodneſs, can but 
imperfectly expreſs the — * of Th y benefits, and 

the extent of its gratitude. Thy ever — Prove 
dence guards Thy creatures, when covered by the veil 
of night, ſleep weighs down: their eyelids. May .my 
grateful thanks ariſe to thee, O God! . from - 
leeble 1 the tribute of praiſe, x34, 954% * 


| anxiety is 


r and 
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She now left ber dwelling, and walked among the 
opening flowers, whoſe firlt ſweets were diffuſed by the 
morning breeze—* My heart (lt throbs,” faid fhe; ſtill 
lodged in my breaft. What mean thefs 
unuſual fears? An interior trembling ſeems to ſhake 
my very ſoul. My mind is darkened, like the heavens, 
when, black clouds ſpread through the expanſe.— Where 
art thou, Abel? Where art thou, my beloved? 
Deareſt half of myſelf! I haſte, purſued by gloomy 
terrors, to loſe them in thine arms. I fly to thee! with 
the ſpeed thou wouldfl fly, if, wat; in. 4 dark. 
9 2 feet were wi by fear.” 
thus ſpoke, ſhe redoubled her peace, when 
ala ſeeing 4. ran from her cottage to meet her. 
1 lte thee, my dear ſiſter,” the cried ;. © whither art 
thou going in ſuch haſte, with thine hair diſordered, 
without ornament, not ſo much as one flower? 
© I go,” replied Thirza, to throm myſelf into the ame 
of my beloved. Unuſual terrors have this night dif. 
: —.— 
preſſed by ſad ap . which: t he ſerenity this 
delightful — is not able to diſperſe. But, though 
= blooming day, though the ſmiles of nature cannot 

diſpel my fears, I ſhall loſe them in the gladdening pre- 
lence my huſband! : therefore yu to: caſt NE 
ks pes f Cain replich b e 

he 0 5 a 

happy fiſter! Alas! 1 no ſuch ſweet reſource: | 
ond be loft to all confolatioa, were it not for afathes 
who loves me, and a tender mother to whom I am dear; 
were it not for thee, my kind ſiſter, and thine'amiable 
huſband. Yes, with yau loſe part of the load af woe- 
chat. Cain's diſcontent heaps on my wretched head; To 
hs unhappy! all, the | beauties: of nature are only' 
| ſources of melancholy," and he continually regrets the : 

labour which his fertile, fields fo abundunely: Ms x4 | 

But, my deareſt, Thirza, above all, lament his:unkind/ / 
and cauſeleſs diſlike to our gentle brother.. - Mabals . 
new melted into tears. Thuza-wept alſo, and'tenderly - 
4 | M y : ecmbracing 
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embracing her, penetrated by the ſame idea, replied 
Abel and I ſpend many anxious hours in bewailing his 
inveterate hatred. Our reſource is in the hand of hea- 
ven. Often, in ſleepleſs nights, we ſend our moſt fer- 
vent petitions to God, that a beam of His grace may 
diſperſe the dark clouds from his breaſt ; that every 
baneful weed may be rooted out from his heart, leſt 
they choke all principles of humanity and virtue. Ah, 
my ſiſter! was thy huſband kind and gentle, again 
would peace ſmile—again would pleaſure bleſs our 
dwelling, and we ſhould no longer with pain behold 
the brow of our venerable father wrinkled. with care: 
nor the eyes of our fond mother ſwelled with 
wapieg ¶ 7 gt 2 4 1 1 bf 
Mahala, ſtill in tears, anſwered—* This, this is alſo 
the ſubje& of my inceſſant prayer. When the earth is 
covered with darkneſs, while all nature is huſhed, I 
bewail in filence the harſh obduracy of my ſpouſe, and 
pray to the Lord to ſoften his heart. Sometimes the 
agony of my ſoul burſts forth, in ſpite of myſelf, in 
ſobs and groans. Then he awakes, and, in a terrifyin 
voice, accuſes me of depriving him of ſleep, and 't 
only good he enjoys on this wretched earth; ſo ſeverely 
accurſed by the Almighty Avenger of fin, My deareſt 
ſiſter! this too is the employment of my mind, while, 
my hands are buſied in domeſtic labour. My innocent 
children, playing round me, obſerve my tears, and de- 
mand, with . careſſes, why l weep? Ah,; 
Thirza! Thirza! I am faded with grief, like a young 
flower, which the thick branches of ſome neighbouring” 
tree intercept: from the ſun's all-cheering rays. 
unhappy huſband, this very day, left our dwelling" 
before the dawn. His:looks were terrible. Never did 
I-ſee; ſo dark a gloom on his countenance. Anger 

| flaſhed in his eyes: his brows, were knit by rage. Fro- 
zen with horror, I heard him, as he went forth, curle 
the hour of his birth. This, my ſiſter, was bis ſalute 
to ſo ſine a morning. Tis true I bave not loſt all hope; 
for ſometimes (and thou - thyſelf haſt obſerved it) his 
F 8 A virtue 
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virtue breaks through the gloom, and his mind is open 
to the ſoft ſenſations of ſocial love. Then he acknow- 
ledges that he has injured us, aſks forgiveneſs, and ſeeks 
reconciliation. But, alas! too ſoon the light with- 
draws: as in the tempeſtuous days of winter, the ſun. 
darts a cheering ray, and is inſtantly hid from our eyes 
by clofing clouds. Let us hope, Thirza, that, as 
mild ſpring reſtores light and joy to all nature, ſo the 
heart of my unhappy huſband may be reſtored to light. 
and peace. For this we will inceſſantly petition hea-- 
yen. [I have always nouriſhed this hope in the bottom 
of my heart.” LO 6 WET 612 * 
Thus ſpake Mahala. When Thirza, pale and trem- 
bling, cried—* What mournful found is that?—lt 
comes from yonder trees—it is not the cry of pain 
from yonder trees—O my fiſter! . Mahala!—alas! it 
comes nearer, O my God '—Thirza was now ſinking 
to the ground, but her alarmed ſiſter ſupported her in 
her arms. Adam, with tottering ſteps, was coming 
from behind the trees, bending under the ſad load of 
his ſon's lifeleſs body. Eve walked by his ſide: ſome- 
times ſhe turned her face, faded by grief, towards the 
bloody corple;z than hid it under her hair, dropping 
with her tears. Thirza continued pale and motionlels 
in the trembling arms of Mahala, who was herſelf 
ready to fink under the weight of her ſhe endeavoured 
to ſuſtain : when a little recovering, they beheld the 
corple of him they loved. The afflicted father had 
laid it on the graſs, and was ſupporting. in his arms his 
fainting wife, who, weakened by grief, was near falling 
to the earth. * Where am I?! cried Thirza;.; O my 
God! where am 1? How he lies! Abel! Why did 1 
awake? Hateful light! Ah! unhappy that I am! 
Mahala Ah me miſerable! See, ſee, my ſiſter, he lies 

dead! Sight Horrible! - Light bateful! Why. did1 
awake?'—* Thirza,” cried Mahala, in a tremulous 
roice, let us not give way to vain terror: To me 
to me alſo, the. idea is dreadful as the forked lightning. 
Ah, ſhe again ſaints ee Thirza—awake!—Let 
2 „ 0 
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us go tb bim: he is not dead! Thy voice, thine em- 
heaces, will rouſe him from ſleep.” 444 
After theſe words, the two fiſters leaning on each 
other, dragged their enfeebled limbs towards the þody, 
«Oh! my father! O my, mother ! how they weep {— 
what dreadſul terrors ſeize mel cried Thirza, as ſhe 
approached near the corpſe. * Abel !—Abel!-—my be+ 
loved!—my joy! my life !—my huſband !|—awake. 
Ahl unutterable woe, he awakes not !—Abel |-—heat 
my plaintive cties, the groans of thy diſt reſſed wife! 
be then caſt berſelf on the body, to embrace it, 
with extended arms; but at the fight of 'the blood and 
and fatal wound, ſhe, giving a terrifying ſhrie k, fell on 
the earth, without voice, motion, or ſign of life, pale 
and cold as him ſhe mourned. Deſpair was ſeen in her 
open and fixed eyes. Near her ſat on the earth Mahala, 
diſſolved in tears: wringing her hands. Sometimes ſhe 
_ raiſed her weeping eyes to heaven, fometimes ſhe fixed 
them with eager attention on the bloody corple, Adam, 
whoſe deep grief was augmented by the ſorrows: of his 
daughters, eſſayed to conſole them: O my dear chil- 
dren! O Thirza, O Mahala,” ſaid he: would to God 
that my anguiſh could keep from pain the hearts of 
thoſe 1 love! But, my beloved, hear me—liſten to the 
Toft ſbunds of conſolation. While Eve and 1 were 
weeping over this dear body, an angel, replete in beau- 
ty, dame to us. He was commiſſioned from the Mot 
High to ſooth our ſorrows. *Weep not!“ ſaid be; 
* be comforted ! He whom you lament ſtill exiſts. - He 
only left this frail covering of duſt. Diſengaged 
4 mortal body, his ſoul is more bappy than 
ye can conceive, while your ſouls are enveloped in 
their carthly covering. Ye are not ſeparated for ever; 
in u little time ye ſhall be reunited? Te ſhall enjoy 
with him torrents of delight, of which your g 
ſenſes can give you no idea.” Let us not, my Thirza— 
let us not, Mahala, profane the funeral of the happy 
by out intonſolable lamentations. Let us not offend 
tbe Altnighty by our deſpair.” if = | 
* . 1124 
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Thitza flill remained without ſenſe or motion, im 
the wie of Cain, elevating her joined bands above her 


you blame our tears? Can we forbear to can 
we forbear to lament, while he lies before our eyes 
extended, cold and dead! O thou, our conſolation! our. 


joy! O Abel! thou art loſt to us, and our ſweeteſt em- 


ployment will be to mourn for thee till the hour a 
death. Yes, thou art in poſſeſſion of never-ending 
bappineſs and glory i thou enjoyeſt that beatitude after 
which thy holy ſoul ſo ardently panted: thou wilt for 
ever join with the angels in theit ſong of praiſe to the 
Moſt High. We too hope to partake of thy felicity, 
when our All- merciful God ſhall call us from our ſai 
exile, this houſe of forrow, rendered more deſolate by 
thy loſs, Ah, Abel! ah, my brother, thou art loſt to 
us, and our ſweeteſt employment will be to weep for 
thee the wiſhed for hour of death. Where wert thou, 
Cain, my ſpouſe, where wert thou When my brothet 
died? d& thou even then given him the fraternal 

embrace, and ſought his forgiveneſs, with what affec- 
tion would be have caſt his weak arms around thee!. 
Though expiring he would have bleſt thee, and implot-. 

ed for thee the Divine conſolations with bis dying lips. 


to thy forrows! How would it have ſoftened the griels 
of thy future days!—But—O my mother! what new 
woe makes thine eyes ſtream ?—O my father! ſpeak— 
ſpeak, I conjure thee! Why this horror on thy cdun- 
tenance? No anſwer O my tortured heart Where 
ſay where, O my father.!—lay,' O my mother! where 
in Cain, my huſband 7” Eve replied O my chitdr 
who knows where, purſued by Divine ner! 
Ab, my God !—the unhappy— but whit do I fay -I 
tremble to (peak it—He—be—Ah me! ynbappy mo- 
ther Horriddeteſtable ideas, tear Hot thus my 
wretched | boſom! Ah, miſerable parent that 1 am! 
why—he—”. Ah, my mother!“ interru labala, 
* ſpare me not, 1 conjure thet, O my mother! On me 
i | i 5 | — 0. 
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What a ſweet relief would this remembrance ave been 


pted Mabala, | 
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n me let the tempeſt fall—I am already cruſhed; 
already torn by frightful apprebenſions.— Cain—0O 
heavens! Cain bas—killed him!” cried Eve, Ab, 
Mahala!— Ab, Thirza!—Cain killed him !' Her ex- 
ceſſive grief then took from her the power of ſpeech. +» 
Mabala was ſtruck mute with terror. Her immove- 
able eyes ſhed no tears. The cold ſweat trickled down 
her pale face, and her trembling lips were diſcoloured. 
At length ſhe cried out in agony—* He kill Abel! 
Cain, my buſband, kill his brother! Where art thou 
fratricide? Where, where, oh! where has thy guilt 
urſued'thee? Has the thunder of God avenged thy 
r Doſt thou ceaſe to exiſt! Where art thou 
moſt miſerable? To what country of deſpair art thou 
fled, followed by the curſe of God?“ Thus raved Ma- 
hala, tearing her hair, EA. * 
Barbarous fratricide! vile murderer! exclaimed 
Thirza. How couldſt thou kill ſo kind a brother? 
who, doubtleſs, when expiring under the mortal blow 
ven by thy cruel hand, regarded thee with eyes full of 
ve? Ab, Cain! curſt—curſt be Oh my fiſte!! 
O Thirza!” cried Mahala, interrupt ing her, curſe him 
not! He is thy brother! be is my huſband! Rather let 
us implore for him the mercies of God. I am ſure, 
when falling in his blood, the holy victim of his fury 
caſt on him an eye of compaſſion ; and 1 doubt not but 
he now intercedes for him before the eternal throne, 
Let our prayers aſcend from the duſt, and join thoſe of 
the bappy. O curſe him not, Thirza—curſe not th 
brother,'—* Whither doth the exceſs of my grief ** 
port me ?” anſwered Thirza, I did not curſe him, my 
ſiſter: I have not curſed the unhappy.” Then reclining 
on the corpſe, ſhe k iſſed the-blood-beſprinkled cheeks, 
the cold and livid lips. She remained long ſilent, in- 
dulging fruitleſs ſorrow. At length ſhe cried, with a 
faint and interrupted yoice—* Would to God, my be- 
loved, 1 had, at thy. death, kiſſed thy quivering lips 
heard the laſt expreſſions of thy love, ſeen thy laſt ten- 
der look, and received thy laſt embrace? Oh 9 
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hai then expired within thine arms !—but, alas! I am 
left a prey to unutterable ſorrow. Every object that 
uſed to inſpire delight will now increaſe'my woes. Le 
ſhady bowers, ye now are deſolate; ye can now only 
inſpire me with terror: I ſhall” think you aſk for bim, 
who in your ſweet retreats was wont fo embrace me in 
tender rapture. The murmufing fountains will inquire. 
what is become of my beloved. Left forlorn, I can no 
more taſte of joy; The ſhades, the ſtreams, the hills, 
the plains, alixe to me are hateful. Alas! no more I 
ſee, with fond delight, him that made all lovely.” I 
ſhall, indeed, ſtill behold. him; but, oh diſtreſſing 
object! 1 ſhall behold theſe wan cheeks, theſe fixed and 
ſightleſs eyes, this clotted blood, this dreadful wound. 
Flow, flow, my tears! for ever flow on this pale face. 
What dignity once appeared on this faded countenance! 
The charms of ſoft perſuaſion dwelt on theſe cold and 
ſtiffened lips. Every beauty, every grace, ſhone in his 
lovely form: but his ſou}, too pute, too Holy to con- 
verſe with mortals, to converſe with me, is fled for 
eher Stream, my eyes, ſtream without ceaſing, on 
this withered corpſe, till my longing ſoul leaves its duſt 
with ban 6 % BUT; 0 Wee A woe: 
Thus lamented Thirza, while her tears ran on the 
lenſeleſs body. Eve's grief was increaſed by the forrows 
of her daughters. My deareſt children,“ ſhe cried, 
*ceaſe, I intreat you, ceaſe thus to tear my heart! 
Your tears, your ſighs and groans augment my mile- 
ties; they are to me the molt cutting reproaches. It is 
I—it is I that have filled the ſouls of thoſe Flove with 
anguiſh! My folly, my guilt has undone us all ! I, alas!” 
introduced fin and death!—PForgive me, O my chi- 
dren! forgive your afflicted mother! I conjute you, by 
theipangs I ſuffered to bring you into the world, to 
forgive me! Ceaſe to tear my heart by your immode- 
rate ſorrow!” Mahala and Thirza ran to her; they em- 
braced her knees, and, with looks of duteous affe&ion,” 
fad O our mother! our deareſt mother! WhO 
brought us forth with pain! whoſe kind cares guarded” 
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is Abel —it is Ahel our uncle \— How 


frighted—let, us run to our mother. Seer, ſec, the 
other fide. of 01. grave, and clinging, about hers. faid 


us in helpleſs infancy! aggravate not our diſtreſs by thy 
deſpair! We mean not, by our complaints, to reproach 
thee, our dear,. Our tender mother. We love, we 
reverence, we honous thee, but we cannot command 
our grief: it will burſt from our boſoms. and eyes in 
and tears. How can we reſtrain theſe expreſſions 
6 oF: the moſt tender? They are the voice of 


"They ſtill claſped their mother's knees, while thei 
weeping eyes were tenderly fixed on her's, when, Adam 
ſaid O my beloved! let us no longer defer reſtoring 
this, precious, duſt, to the earth, as the Lord our God 
hath commanded; The 3 hand of Time will 
abate our grief, and dry our tears. Victorious Reaſon 


2 teach us to, conquer this unavailing ſorrow. We 


long, ardently long, to partake of his happineſs, 
as the bride. wiſhes. ng! wg day that is to Ae her to 
8 Ves, commit this dear body to its parent 
earth, replied Thirza, turning ber pale and faded face 
to Adam: «but ſuffer me, O my father]. to a lit- 
tle longer, ere it is hid for ever, on the dear, 
cious duſt! Suffer me once more to preſs. the cold clay 
to my breaſt!” At theſe words ſhe threw berſelf with 
extended arms. on the! corpſe. 

Adam now to dig a pit in the earth, while 
Eve: and, Mahala toad weeping near him. When the 
haired Eliel and little Joſiah, Cain's two infant 
ogy ey hand in hand, to. the ſpot N 

Brother Joſiah, ſaid- Eliel, who's: 

105. ſo bud? Let us go nearer, brother. Ah he 
pale 5 isI— His 
hair is all bloody, !—He lies like a lamb going to be 
bunnt on the altar My dear Eliel,“ replied Joſiab, 
© ſre hom Thirza weeps for him He "hep mind ber 
tears. He don't look. at her I tremble—L am 4 


weeps: too. They now: haſtened to Mabala, on, the 


thy, daes ** 


— 
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lie there? Why is he all bloody, like a lamb'for ſacrt- 
fice?? Mahala tenderly embraced the infants, while 
her tears ran on their little heads, and ſaid My dear - 
children! death hath taken his ſoul from the body; It 
is carried up to heaven, to dwell there with God and 
his angels, where it will be for ever happy. Then he | 
will wake no niore!” replied Eliel, burſting into tears: 
he will never awake!—never! He that loved us fo 
dearly, and uſed to ſet us on his knee, and tell Joſiah 
and me ſuch fine ſtories about God, the angels, and 
the wonders of nature.—Ah, brother!—ab, Jofiab, 
we ſhall never more hear Abel fing hymns! He will 
talk to us no more! He will never, never awake? 
How our father will weep for him, when he comes 
from the field! How pale ! how frightful.“ The terri« 
fied children now hid their faces in the folds of their 
mother's veſtment. 1 12.3 EARUEWIPOE 

Adam having finiſhed digging the grave—* Wake 
thou,” ſaid he to Thirza: wake my beloved! Let us 
obey the Divine command, and return the duſt to its 
mother earth. Wake, my Thirza!* he continued, 
and tenderly took her hand to raiſe her from the corpſe. 
She had been in a kind of trance on the body of her 
huſband, and now waked from. the holy viſion,” Tes, 
| have ſeen him, —1 have ſeen him! ſhe cried, as'ſhe. 
aroſe. He came to me ſhining in celeſtial. luſtre. 

* Weep not, he faid—* weep not, my deareſt Thirza, 

I am happy. Soon ſhalt thou partake of my blifs in 
the abodes of felicity and glory, where there is no death 
to ſeparate us.“ At thele words he diſappeared, bav- 
ing caſt on me a divine ſmile; and an heavenly light. 
marked the traces of his feet.” Thus ſhe ſpoke, and 
conſolation ſublim e illumined her viſage. Inter, O 
my father! inter, ſaid ſhe, * this covering of duſt;“ 
and immediately went to ber mother and ſiſſer. They 
all three hid their faces under their diſhevelled treſſes, 
while Adam wrapt in ſkins the body of his ſon. He 
laid it in a pit, and covered it with earth, and then 
faid— Let us, my dear wife let us, my beloved chile 
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age the Moſt High before this graye of the 

„They now all proſtrated themſelwes before 
22 little Eliel and bis brother k neeling on each 
i: thn mother, and the father of men pronounced 
. * prayer, with his aan devoutly 


abt qi bs who Net in the bi aheſt havent, God! 
Creator Jobice Eternal ! Gau Infinite? behold 
ſtrate before the grave of our belavod ſon. We 
E en Thee in the duſt. O may our 
prayer aſcend to Thy celeſtial throne | Look wich an 
paſſion on us, O God! in this: valley of 
death, this abode of ſin. Our iniquities are great, but 
1 15 infinite goodneſs is ſtill greater. We are polluted 
y \fight; Thou beholdeſt our impurities, yet 

e baſt not turned Thy face from us: Thou ftill 
vouchſafeſt to look on us, in our miſery: with a propi- 
eye. Thou permitteſt us to implorc Thee.— 
gp baſt not abandoned the fnner. Eternal praiſes 


The. beautjes of the ſpring, the ſerenity af the heavens, 
ſhew.. forth Thy benifjicence: the loud voice of: thy 
hunger, the rattling hail, the howlipg ſtorm, pro- 
claim-Thy ry Smiling joy glorifies Thee. Thy 
juſtice is allo. glorified by tbe tears of forrow. We 
how beheld the, ſon of Sin, frightlul Death: He is 
210 to gur dwelling in a form moſt hideous. Guilt 
by the hand; the earth groaned, and black 
gathered round the direful pair. The firlt 
ie of my loins—ab ! | tremble!--my firt-born bas 
2 his hands in his brother's blood! O God mer- 
citul and gracious ! though | preſume to ſupplicate 
e for. wy turn not Thy face from me. O God of 
cy, calt him not off for ever! When he nzoans 
in the duſt for bis offences; when he trembles at bis 
crimes. when, overwhelmed by 2 ae he 
veeps, he . , and proſtrates himſelf with deep 
contrition before Thee, O my God! look with a pity- 
10g eye on bis milery: commiſerate bis denn and 
2 aſſusge 
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aſſusge y dieine confoldtiotis. O 
A4 08 1 — or ever! Reject — 
reject not the preſumptuous petition! it our priyets, 
our cries, aſeehd' to Thy . ** From" this 
grave of the firſt dead! We have, decording * 
command, reflored the periſhing duſt to the kurt 
Heat us, © Lord Lord beat us! Wpile we ery bite 
Thee in behalf of our firſt- bern. Let him Hot 
in Thy wrath! For this grace; O God! we wil fuppti- 
cate Thice at the riſing and ſetting fun: in the Rfent 
hours of niglit, when all natute is huſh&d't6 reſt; "We 
will implore Thee for him. O God ef conſolation, 
caſt him not off for ever! Eternal praiſes” be tendered 
to Thee, who haſt received the foul of the happy 
deceaſed into the regions of never-endig ſelieity! 
Death has ſeized his firſt victim. We ſhall Knots 
after another to the dark and ſilent ; "bat 
be Thy loving kindneſs, adored'be T tetitfer reftits, 
we ſhall likewiſe follow him t6'the realmꝭ 8f imnibfth- 
8 and blils. O Thou Who createdſt the betwens! alt 
whoſe word this world arofe from nothing! they wan 
Ra the heavens and the earth ſhall away; bot 
hou aft eternal- We dwell in bodies ef the duft. 
This daſt fhall be diſſolved; but Thou art ny 
able, and wile raiſe to gloty: the ſinner who 8 
erimes, and the righteous man wo mourhs 0 r his 
viftues ate mixed with impetfections, And His | 
attainments {allied by human frailty. Thou Wil 
ther them together ont of the duſt, to beſtod on them 
eternal joys, Acgette purity; for.—G promiſe ieffable! 
the ſeed of the FA ng ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's hend. 
Leap for joy, O earth !—Chaiit forth the praiſes of . 
Moſt High, all nature! We will glorify His name in" 
aid of clarity,” "Mit iv kallef; be de 
bis original dignity: but glory be to Bod, be hath not 
caſt him off He hath not rej 23 thi or ener His 
if Folens the works of His hands fro 5 
ment. He fell; whom God created upright; 
yer when, alter his fatal 1 the Bund, el 4 
| 2 
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of avgviſh, ſtood trembling in fearful expectation of an 
eternal curſe, (and what leſs could be expect?) then— 
Jet men and angels celebrate the glorious myſtery— 

then/jbe Almighty pronounced that the ſeed of the 
woman ſhould — * the ſerpent's head. Myſtery ſubs 
lime! myſtery profound! wrapt in an holy obſcurity, 
which — th being can penetrate; but full of divine 
conſolatjons, The ſinner is reconciled to God; the 
offender is reſtored to peace and hope. Shall man thay 


dream of liſe be alternately filled with joy and ſorrow? 
Death approaches; it ſhall break the ſhackles of the 
ſoul, and free it from the conſequences of a juſt maje- 
diction.— Then thoſe who, while clothed in duſt, 
forgot not their original purity, who loved virtue, who 
loved God, who kindled in their hearts the ſeraphic 
flame, ſhall, be aſſembled. together in the manſions on 
bigh, to enjoy there inceſſant, eternal felicity.—!l ſee 
them! the holy aflembly are preſent to my view, 
numerous beyond computing, pure as, ow flame which 
deſcends on the ſacred altar! They ſtand; ſurrounded 
by angels, before the throne. They behold the face of 
God. They delight in his goodneſs; Beatific viſion 
tranſporting proſpect! How is my ſoul raiſed | how js 
my heart expanded! Raptures before unknown! O 
Goodneſs infaite Grace inexpreſſible. Loſt in thine 
immenſity, the firſt archangel can out imperfcaly EX- 
my his ſenſations; man can only feel them, 
Adam ceaſed to ſpeak, but continued in ſilent 1 
trate on the earth, his wiſe and daughters ſtill kneel; 
ing at his ſide. Nature herſelf obſerved the ſame filence; 
fo was ſerene; not gebe paſſed over hery through * 
id ſk 
8 on mild evening, clad in ſober grey, 
while every breeze was huſhed. During this perſect 
m, Cain, purſued by guilt, was agitated by ſear, 
rror, remorie, and fad diſmay. He roved from 
to place; he wandered in the deſarts, till, ſpent 
with fatigue, be i" down facing the riſing moon, _— 
thus 


lament in the duſt? ſhall he groan in deſpair, if the 
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thus the voice of his deſpair diſturbed the peaceful 
filence that reigned over all nature: There, beyond 
the dark bill, the moon begins her courſe, ſpreading 
around a faint light. All under the ſtarry expanſe im- 
| bibe new life from invigorating ſleep; man only wakes, 
My accurſed band has driven from his dwelling, 
and reſt, The voice of grief and lamentation nds 
from the cottages, Tis IA tis I miſerable l that have 
brought affliction to their abodes. The cries, the 
groans of my bewailing parents, riſe to heaven as ſo 
many accuſations againſt me. This day - this accurſed 
day!—Hear it, O moon! turn pale, and hide thy 
beams | Hear it, ye ſtars, and ſet in darkneſs l This 
day the earth bas drank the blood of the. firſt ſlai 
ſhed by my unnatural] hand. Henceforth withho 
from me your precious influences, bright luminanes} 
Curſed on the ground I tread, baniſhed from the cheer - 
ful face of man, hide me hide me in gloomy dark neſs 
| bave ſhed my brother's blood | I have torn the heart 
of him that begat me! I have filled with deſpair the 
breaſt of her who. brought me forth, and nouriſhed my 
infancy! Hide me from the eyes of Nature “ I have 
mage on her dictates. I will fly—fly with my miſe- 
ry, ſad companion! to ſome deſart region, here no 
human foot has marked the faded graſs. I will dwell 
among rocks and precipices, here putrid water trickles 
in tears from the ſteeps into the ſwampy abodes of 
loathſome - reptiles : where birds of prey build their 
neſts; where lavage beaſts devour their bloody carnage, 
Alas! even theſe will abhor me; they kill no brothers 
Shade me, dark neſs, from the cheering 1ky ! ſhade me, 
ſome horrid gloom, from the fight of every creature; 
there let me lament my cruelty; there howl out mx 
deſpair. When ſleep overcomes me, terrors w ill 
ſent themſelves to my imagination. I ſhall bebold my 
murdered brother; I ſhall ſee his wounded head | clot- 
ted blood !” . en OR $57 
Thus Cain bewailed his wretchedneſs. He ceaſed, 
and ſat abandoned 10 mute grief. No bitd. of night 
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diftorbed the awful ſtillneſs: frightened by ſounds 6 
human woe, they had —— a gentle murmut 
only floated through the air. Again he vents his for: 
rows; and his melancholy eyes aròund, he crit 
= Pity me ye woods -. Weep for me, ye ietds! Ne 
words can deſcribe my miſery, and pity is due to miſe. 
ry. O Nature; arrayed: in beauty, grieve for me. Aot 
me, loſt to nd and to happineſs, Mourn for me, 
each erenture ye taſte, ye feel the efficacious preſence 


-— graoiout God, to me no longer $ft6ious! | feel 
s wrath 


wrath ;-+ tremble at juſt power. 
only God the Avenger; the Ave of my bro- 
the” blood: os wb will it cry pork Yrs 
iſhinent'is endleſs,” He was now filet? for 1 
oments: then, with a. deep figh, he aid I weep! 
Can ſuch a wrerdh. 23-1 ſited; tears! Welcome precious 
| _ e atteſt to me that my miſeries ate Ines 
which had eine my ſoul is ehenged to 
— grief —to 'w chen 'Ab; No 5 
tears} — O eufth]l I am eurted oh . 
face; thou haſt drank my brothers any) for 
receive theſe tears, that — unſpenk Ae 
What new emotion! 3 my 2 ſoftened! My 
tears flow. fafter—Yes,, I 'will—yes, - while dark nei 
. me from every eye, Iwill away to the Uwellings 
afflicted parents, ro .poor Thirza. I will go t6 
— and once more {ee them once more hleſs them. 
Bleſs them! the angry wind would diſperſe the falls 
tions, as they came from” try polluted lips! Ab, fra: 
tricide, tanſt thou — — yſelf accor(- 
ed? 1 will however, go und ſtrive to bleſs them i 
their grief. I will weep-before them, and in the duft 
deplore my guilt,” and then—yes, then 1 fly for vet 
their reproaching eyes. Fly from thee, Mahals! 
fly for ever from my children] Here bis agony Rifled 
his words, and — towards the n — 
wich 5 tears the ſolitary way 
was now paſſing a lidcizhore the 
that 
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that his brother, when he had completed this work, 
had faid, with fond affect ion Flouriſh, ye trees 
ſpread wide your branches! May ye -for ever bloom, 
that, under your refreſhing thade, our deſcendants may, 
in affe&ionate converſe, relate to their offipring what 
they will learn from us, ſaying—* Here Eve brought 
forth their firſt- born. Here ſhe ſoothed with her 
careſſes, his infant cries, him the firſt ſolace ig her ſad 
exile ; bere (he viewed him with ine rapture. 
She called him Cain, ſaying—4 From the hand of the 
Lord have I received thee. The murderer- paſſed 
by this monument of his brother's tenderneſs with 
quickened ſteps] a remorſeful ſweat covered his averted 
tace; his trembling knees could ſcarce ſuſtain bis 
, ht. 1 ; Nan . „ un 
ow Cain had paſſed the terrifying grove, and drew 
near the cottages. The pale moon ſhed on them a 
feeble light 2 the trees, and melancholy filence 
reigned around, He caſt on the dwelling his weepi 
eyes; he raiſed his hands. to beaven;, he ung them in 
ſpeechleſs agony. Conſcious guilt tore his now ſaſtened 
heart, Trembling, be Rood amidſt the dreary ſtillneſs. 
At length he uttered, in a low voice, this impaſſioned 
ſoliloquy: How quiet deep affliction reſts here Ah, 
that murmur!—Are they not ſighs? —They came from 
the cottages—from the dwellings come thaſe picrcing/ 
ejaculations of ſleepleſs grief! Here, here, ye once cheer- 
ful manſions, here trembling in darkneſs, ſtands the 
wretch Who has made you the abodes of ſorrow. Here, 
puriued by - infernal; horrors ſhudders in obſcurity he 
who has chaſed, from the habitations of thoſe who gave 
bim life, peace, joy, and every domeſtic ſweet. Dare 
breathe the air through which aſcend the ſighs of my 
mourning parents, my terrified wife,, my widowed 
iter! Dare I appear in a (pot -conſecrated to juſt grief! 
grief for my crime! Be gone! pollute not the reſidence. 
of virtue. — Ves, I go—l go far from. you—But let 
mine eyes, haggared with deſpair, yet a little longer 
behold your „ Ia pity to my unſpeakable an- 


guiſh, 
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guiſh, allow mo to weep here yet a little longer, Juf. 
ter me to raiſe to heaven my bloody hands for your 
happineſs. Then I go—Hail, hail ye—Ab, wretch! 
wilt thou profane their ſacred names? Wilt thou pol- 


lute, with thy infected breath, titles that expreſs the 
ſofteſt ties, the moſt exalted ſenſations of the human 
heart? Oh, that, with the gloom of night, yout 
| your terrors might leave you, to dwell in my 
On 


wretched boſom, fit companions in my wanderings, 
an earth whole curſe I — — O that I alone 
could endure the puniſhments due to my crime! May 
your memories never be diſturbed by my horrid image, 
Oh that 1 myſelf could loſe all remembrance of 
mylelt! Dreadful wiſh of extreme delolation!” Cain 
having thus 2 remained ſtill near the cottages 
He groaned, he raiſed his eyes to heaven; when be 
heard the footſteps of one advancing flowly through 
the gloom. A cold ſhivering, like the agonies of death, 
ſeized his limbs. He ſtrove to fly; but in vain he 
ſtrove: he ſunk down, trembling, without ſtrength 
among the buſhes, „ oF FIR 
Thirza, this firſt night of her ſad widowhood, un- 
able to ſleep, bad quitted her lonely bed. She left bet 
cottage, and went to the grave of her huſband, where 
ſeat ing herſelf on the damp graſs, ſhe wept among the 
clods. She viewed with fixed eyes the ftarry firma- 
ment, then turning to the grave, ſaid Here lies al 
that made lite defirable ; all my repoſe, all my joy lies 
under this earth, Which now imbibes my tears. Sleep 
has forſaken my wearied eyelids: no reſt remains for 
me. Flow on, flow on my tears, ye are my ſole con- 
| folation:—my melancholy hours ſhall be ſpent in be- 
wailing thy loſs, my deareſt huſband !—ſha!l be ſpent 
near thy precious remains in gloomy ſadneſs! It is true, 
L. have thee—l have ſeen my beloved arrayed in 
heavenly glory: but, ah! I am deprived of his ſweet 
ſociety, ot his tenderneſs, his endearing care, through 
the remainder of a life of calamity and wretchednels. 
In vain I tried to reſt on the conjugal couch; my , 
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rits forſook me; 1 almoſt fainted, while the ſweet pledge 
of our love lay by me locked in the arms of ſleep. 
The little innocent ſmiled in bis guiltleſs flumbers. 
Alas! he knows not yet the woes of mortals—he 
knows not his own irreparable loſs !—Ah, my infant! 
1 deplore thy misfortune ; for ever deprived of a ten- 
der father, 'an inſtruftor of thy childhood, a guide to 
thy youth, and the friend of thy riper years. Thy 
wretched mother, a prey to keen diſtreſs, torn by heart - 
piercing anguiſh, will want the ſtrengtk—will want the 
wiſdom to ſupply thy loſs. O my child, how are we 
bereaved? How is every comfort raviſhed from us 
Horrid refle&ion'!—raviſhed from us by the hand of a 
brother! Where is. he?— Where is the miſerable? — 


Where has his remorſe—where has his deſpair. driven 


him 7—0 Thou Infinite Clemency! God Propitious ! 
delpiſe not my ſupplications, turn not from my prayer, 
while, with unwearied fervour, I entreat Thee for him. 
Hear him, O God of Grace and Conſolation! when 
he cries to thee from the duſt—when, in deep, 
penitence and fi contrition of heart, he bewails bis 
crime, and implores Thy mer.. 
Her agony of ſoul now ſtopt her voice: but ſoon ſhe 
cried, as ſhe raiſed her weeping eyes to heaven Bright 
ſtar of night, often haſt thou been witneſs of dur chaſte 
endearments, when thy ſoft light illuminated our path. 
Often haſt thou been witneſs to his ſublime, converſe, 
when be deſcribed the charms of virtue; the delights of 
an approving conſcience. Thou how canſt only ſhed 
thy beams on his filent grave. Buried in this duſt lies 
cvery human excellence: the conſolation, the hope, the 
Joy of his weeping ts! Here ſleeps to wake no 
more, my love, my life, my huſband.” She now con- 
tinued long ſilent, abandoned to ſpeechleſs grief. At 
length ſurveying the objects round her, ſhe fixed her 
meiancholy eyes on the fragrant enclofure, where ſhe 
and hear dear companion uled to paſs their moſt de- 
lightful hours. Ah! . bower ! ſhe cried; * thou 
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now art ſolitary, In vain the pale moon. pierces thy 
aromatic ſhades —There, dear departed Abel! the rud- 
evening {aw thee pour forth thy ſoul in holy rapture. 
he remembrance of thine intenſe devotion, thy fer- 
vent, piety, thy bumble love, has lighted up in my 
heart a ſecret ſervour. I will riſe above this grief. The 
Jarkneſs of my ſoul is diſpelled by the deat remem- 
brance, as the rifing moon chaſes Jom the horizon the 
gloom of night. my beloved! in yonder ſweet fe- 
treat, how has devotion animated tliine eyes! How 
wert thou - raiſed above moftality, when thou, in the 
joyful. exultation of thine heart, Rial, What an hap- 
pinels it is, my deareſt, Thirza, to be virtuous! What 
Privilege to be permitted to ſupplicate, to love Him 
rom whom all thele beauties are but emanations! What 
unſpeakable felicity, to be conſcious that the angeis 
that, ſurround us approve our ac ions! What, my be- 
loved wife, de added, takin my hand, what delight 
is there in this beautiful crea 155 that can be compared 
to the conſtant affurance of the Divine Preſence to 
the conſciouſneſs of virtue? To bim who, departeth 
not from bis integrity, WBO panteth after perfection, 
death itſelf bay oh many of its terrors, We know— 
let the ſinner exult in the inexpreflible mercy !-—We 
know that it will only ſeparate the body from the im- 
mortal ſoul, which, when eſcaped from its priſon of 
earth, will wing its way to manſions of eternal joy. O 
my. Thirza,' * continued the dear departedTaint,” if I 
quit my duſt before thee, before thee - remove to bliſs, 
rt and moderate be thy grief! weep not long over 

5 periſhing Clay, What are the wy of this ſhort 
life, compared with eteraity! We ſhall meet again in 
the realms of .purity aad juy, to part no thofe.— 
© Deareſt Abel, *I replied, while my tears flowed, 
© neither if 1 fifſt leave my duſt, do thou give way to 
fruitleſs ſorrow: ſhed not many tears over my ſenſelels 
corple. . We ſhall, my love, be re- united: we ſhall to- 
belber enjoy everlaſting happineſs : we ſhall meet 0 
t | ecſtaſy! 
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"ecſtaſy! geyer to part more.“ 0 my fool, ſink n 
under thy, grief! Sublime are the conſolations offered 
thee, Remember. thy 1 LIP reflect on thine im- 
mortality-—logk beyoad the , preſent calamity—Tjone 
da the.(alvation, that,@Waits tbee! Didſt thou 

with the, a Body, 50 e be my hope?— That 


could aſſuagę ell might I lament ov 
ibis UE Il. 1 that an end were put to 

255 _wretchied bei ow 77 live. for. 4 tn 
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retains any. love, any concern . wy appine's, the 
| we be pleaſed to know r thy precepts, thine exam- 
Econ inſpired me 28 fortitude.—bas taught me to 


up under the unavoĩidahle affliqt ions of mortality. 
if thou till; hovere Th me, thou ſh: 


be 2 14 endea to repel is fruitleſs grief: | 
but my tears ſtill flow cannot yet command my ſor- 

row. I muſt a little longer Weep 9p 55 PFs guſt. 
1. will erect around the 15 e, an harbour 74 HA 
vader the melancholy, ſhade. I will mourn 124 1 bot 
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dwellings, odious monſter! Ah! 1 cannot fly! 1 NE 
ſurrounded by infernal horrors. Leave me, furies,” 


leave me! Carry me, trembling feet, from this ſeat of 


virtue. I profane the ſacred place, Alas! | cannot 


Aly; my ſtrength fails: a cold ſhivering has ſeized my 
limbs. Oh that theſe were the laſt tremblings of na- 


ture! Unha depp that I am, I ſurvive to feel encrraſſ 
anguiſh. her lamentations pierce my foul! of 


7 how ſublime are thy eos loſt—for 
ever loſt to me. No hope remajns—1 have ſinned be. 


17 7 forgiveneſs.— Ah!] ſhe prays: ſhe prays for me 
or me who have filled her heart with ſorrow. Unex- 
ampled , goodneſs ! 'Ought the not rather to call down 
curles on my guilty head? O torture? her virtue, ber 
piety beightens my deſpair. My miſeries are infup- 
portable, Not the apoſtate ſpirits in the loweſt abyſs 
of hell feel more horror. Thou pray for me, "Thirza! 
Thy raſh vows are all ſuperfluous. No, God will not 
hear thy ee af is juſt. Now ſhe retires from the 
grave of her huſband,” murdered by my hand. Dare] 
2 * the ſame path? Dare I weep on the traces made 
by her feet? No—Retire, barbarous fratricide! Retire, 
bloody murderer, from the ſanfified ſpot ! Fly, wretch, 
fly!“ Having thts ſpoke, be ' walked with þafty eps; 
but luddenl topping a O Mabala! del can! 
leave thee! How 51 eave for ever O my children! I will 
in the duſt deplore ky crime before you. befote thee 
Mabala. Perhaps. thou now ſheddeſt tears of com 
hon for my miſery—perhaps thou wile bleſs me fill. 
But What do I lay? Curſed of God, Who Will dare to 
bleſs me?. No, Nane me, cyrle che, J deſerye3t—thep 
1 fly, abborred ef all, loaded with treffe God, 
and of all . nature. Miſery extitine! pp $' inſup- 
Portable! I have no 2 to fly, come, eee, my 
deareſt bite? to mow before t] tee my 75 and Act. 
Haie ] will weep « hy 2 I will impfore | ey 
eart, 
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Cain now paſſed at a diſtance from the grave; and 
advanced towards his cottage. He frequently ſtopped 
as irreſolute. At length be came to his dwelling but 
ſtood long without, pale and trembling, Then, with 
tottering and beſitating ſtep, he paſſed the threſhold, : 
Mahala was fitting on her ſolitary bed. Her infants 
were crying round her: At the figtit of ber huſband | 


ſenſeleſs; The terrified infants graſped the knees” of 
Cain, crying O my father, help our dear mother, 
She is falnt —ſhe is fick with weeping for Abel He is 
dead Adam has put him in the ground, ang covered 
him with duſt. Why was you ſo long a coming home? 
You have worked a long while. Dear father, comfort 
our mother.” Overcome by the conflict of his various 
paſſions, Cain could give no anſwer to the little · inno- 


cents. He embraced them; he hugged” them in his 


arms, while his tears ran on their faces. Then; unable 
to ſupport his anguiſh, he fell on the earth, at the feet of 
his wife, The children nom redoubled their eries, 
which awakened Mahala from her '{woon; She ſaw her 
weeping buſþand on the earth O Cain! Cain!“ we 
cried in a voice of deſpair, tearitig her diſhevelled locks. 
—* Mahala;” interrupted Cain, my dear Mahala'! for- 
give me—pardon the murderer of thy brother! This 
once allow me to weep beſore thee this ohce let me 
caſt myſelf in the duſt at Pr gy” ab L comure thee 
to grant me this fecble cohſolatiõn his laſt hope of 2 
milery that has no equal ny abſtain from eurſing 
me! Curie me. t, O Mabila! 1 come to deplore 
before ther a miſery and guilt —tben 1 fly far from 
thee for ever; I will hide me in the deſarts. Curſed of 
God, followed hy bis wrath, I fly. O curſe me not! 
curle not thy wretched huſ band?! 


„aaf thi replied, penetrated with the ten- 


the beſt of 
brothers, 


Arreſt compaſſion though thou baſt killed 
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brothers, though thou haſt heaped inexpreſſible mileries 
on my wretched head, yet I forget not that thou art 


ſtill my huſband, I pity 1 weep for thee. Cain an- 
ſwered, caſting on ber a. look. 1 tendernes—* Fatal 
when a dream from hell deceived. me! Tbeſe 
little ones appeared. before ne ſlaves to the ſons of Abel, 
To ſave them from miſery : and bon ne killed him 
Curſed moment! I murdered the beft. ot brothers, nd 
the bloody deed will for ever haunt my, mind, and fillit 
with . 1nfergal borrors, My. puniſhn. ent is cer 
Yes, O Mabala! 1 would eſcape 4by .cupſes, 
me not, my deareſt wife L—Curle, — my miley J 
This hour rl fly—I quit, thee for ever-—+I_quit ye . 
euer my beloyed children! 196 from bly urſec by God 


and man. 32 & 9860] obne 
17 1 nb 


The, children lamented, ound 12 
their innocent hende ig a gony. Ma Fi 
carth, and reglined on her buſba _ 3 þ bod 150 
eos pr thele, expreſſions of mV, Gacere forgive: 
qo compatſion: ſhe „Ahle ſde wept . ove 
bim. Doſt thou fly Cain? 1 bon e to, 15 
deſast 3 How can l dwell here, bil 2 
ſolitary and abandoned Ir-while thay. 1 ow 0 0 
ſrum me?) No, Can, I fly with W. 7 7 
ſufler thes, to be defliute of all re hef ob 5 5 
What, crael inquie indes would ot me lere 
breeze 7 e terrgr, Paare. 
10 Be . an eee e perhaps be is at thi 
7 agonies, pf, deal b, without ſuccgur in 
fowe we. harren wild. She Nas ſlegt, and S 155 
of falloniſb ment, -er. 27 ugh do, earl. 1s 


thou, Mghala—1s jit ' the hou 14h yſclt 11:8 does 3. dream 


again [deceive me? It, it is mi dear, my virtuous 
with Foy words, Mabala-—thy copſoling words bare 
_ ſoftened. my doſpaiya [Thou got p | hate. me!—4hoy 

doſt not curſe me! It: 's enough... „chou courage 
dus, thou aſſectionaiga wife! thou Halt never | ſhare in 
eee due/to my. horrid crime thou haft 12 


41011 


9 
qc) 


— — 
— — 


ov wy e e. 


— 


—— 


' THE DEATH OF ABEL. tre 


ſuffer for me the chaſtiſements of heaven. Reniain in 
this abode ſanctified by virtue, where dwelleth the di- 
vine benedi&ion. I will not render thee miſerable. 
Forget me, Mahala—forget thy wretched huſband. 
Abandoned by God, I ſhall' wander without place of 
rt; but may thou be happy may thou be bleſt.— 
— No, Cain; if thou art miſerable, I cannot hete be 
happy, replied 'Mahala. I fly with thee—with thee 
wander I will be deſolate with thee—I go with'thee 
to the deſatt regions. Out children ſhall go with us. 
will there ſhare thy miſery: I will try to affpage it: I 
will mix my tears of compaſſion, with thy tears of pe- 
nitence. I will kneel by thy fide. My prayers ſhall 
aſcend to heaven with thine. Our children, proſtrate 
round us, ſhall join their voices with ours. God will 
not diſdain the penitent finner. 1 fly with thee, Cain, 
Without ceaſing we will pray—without ceaſing we will 
mourn before God till a ray of His grace Illumines thy 
benighted ſoul, and juſtifies our confidence in His mer- 
cy. Hope in God, Cain! He will hear the prayer of 
the penitent finner.” _ 5 
O thou, cried Cain, by what name ſhall I call thee? 


Thou art to me as a gracious angel! A beam of divine 


conſolation has darted ingg the obſcurity of my ſoul! O 
Mahala! O my wife! now I dare embrace thee. O. 
that I could make thee ſenſible of what I feel! but 
words cannot expreſs my gratitude—cannot expreſs the 
tender emotions of my heart.” At theſe words he preſ- 
led her to his breaſt; then embraced his children: but 
2 returned to his wife, and again claſped her to his 


Now this tender mother, this heroic wife, ſoothed 
ber infants, and wiped away their tears. She took her 
youngeſt child to her breaſt, another little one held by 
the hand of his father, while Eliel and Joſiah, full of _ 
like and gaiety, tripped before them. They left tir 
bow 7 Mahala, with weeping eyes, beheld thedwel- 
ling of her parents, and of Thirza. * Be bleſt, be bleſt, 


ſaid 


| 


— 


— 


—— —— 


. 8 = l 
— Aeon <e — — — . ͤ HED > hs N 8 
8 


_ ——U—U —äͤ — — — — 
_ N — 


, * 4% 
—— 
ou 


will 1 return from the place of our habitation, to ſup- 


deſart regions, where had never been imprinted the foot 
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ſaid ſhe, * O deſolate family, whom 1 abandon. Soon 


plicate your bleſſings for me for my dear, my penitent 
huſband. I will ſolicit for him a pardon.” - She now 


went as irreſolute, when inſtantly exbalations, more 


balſamic than are breathed from all the flowers of ſpri 
ſurrounded the fugitives, and the voice of an inviſi 
angel from over their heads, ſaid Go, generous wiſe, 
1 will in a dream inform thy tender mother of thine he- 
roic ; I will tell her, thou art gone with thy | 
penitent huſband, to implore mercy for him from the 
ſovereign Judge.” es ve be at WR 

They now walked by the light of the no&urnal flar, 
They loſt ſight of the dwellings, and advanced into the | 


#* 8 


of man. 


* 
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: hy towering A J. on gs fable 1y 
be thine the taſk to Ns bw * in his 
BSE bis brother—and mingled his blood with 
the duſt of che earth; — the firſt horn of men—the giſt 
of the Supreme the mark d of God the deluded of 
the malignant enemꝝ of gur acgreven Cain - tis him 
my enthuſiaſtic muſe would fing, and for which pur- 
pole I her invoke, —Let the divine tranſport, ye celeſ- 
tial powers; be ſhed on him ho in, poetic -pumbers 
penetrates the region of poſſibilities, to eull thaſe lows | 
ers that in marvellous ſort captivate wy ypc. 
Vor in Cablime beauty ſhould enchant OP 
reaſon, Be Wiſdom the guide to affort :4 
materials of the ſtructute that hy ſar, hl Lone 
ment may conſtruct the whole in-harmonious agrẽmens. 


Let the winged, imagination take ite flight-and. explare - 


the heights of Heaven—or the depths of -Hell--yet - 
Pardons ſhall. direct her ſteps, Be. preſevt, O thou - 
celeſtial, director] let — receive. 8 laſting impreſs © 
fon without thy approbation tis thee, 
| aſk to aid my 4 — tis thy ſentiments only 


virtue; - 
that can 


win upon. the heart of 1 tis ta thee the 


wiſe will only yield —thy guidance is ſecurity, and thy 
8 Hy will of the High. Faio would [ 
ymmetry of unclad Truth—were it not 

— Nen the he en of my plan —ſfor miſts and 
darkneſs lie enfolded on my 93 probability 
n of r 1 4 = 
jc!  conſecrate 
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conſecrate to an univerſal admitted fall of the firſt-born 
of men, the occaſion of my deeply melancholy ſong; 
—ſacred Religion, with her pure rites, I muſt omit— 
and onlf offer in her ſtead the innocence of Adoration, 
that celeſtial heart that in our ſublunary world is but 
known by name ;—'twas ſhe that gave the precepts to 
fair Religion, who was long unknown after the period 
of my theme. O may the ſublimity of my topic ani- 
mate my lays to imitate the ſtrains of the divine 
Gx8sxER,—whoſe conceptive ſcopes ſtand unrivalled 
as they meaſure unlimited] May the noble ſubject of 
reſtoring fallen man to the mercies of his Creator, find 
6 refuggamnongnt ene ES 
'T was now the ſolemn hour of night, when chimeri- 
cal operations work upon the-fancies of mortal men, 
deluſively to entrap the guarding ſenſes; the midnight 
cock had thrice eſſayed to wind his ſhrill pipe, but as 
oft wanted the ſonorous ſound of uttering voice; the 


melancholy bird of dark retreat, the owl,” had with an 


affrighted ſcreech returned to her haunt; the wolves, - 
tigers, lions, and all the fierce inhabitants of the foreſt, 

were prowling through the gloomy ſhades of wooded 
copſe to find proviſion amongſt the phytivorous or 


inſectivorous brood of ſleeping creatures; in this diſmal 


hour of awful darkneſs, the devouring animals ſhrunk 
into their retreats; the pale lamp of the moon ſeem'd 
to be ſuddenly extinguiſhed; the murmuring "brooks 
ot their ſounding falls, and in ſilence trickled 
through their furied paths: all nature ſeem'd now 
enwrapt in ſolemn filence—not a breeze diſturbed the 


_ leafy arbours of the groves—and deep Melancholy only 


had domain at this ſable hour of ſadneſs; the twink - 
ling of the nocturnal ſtar was now To faint as only to 
ive direction towards the caſt—when Cain, and bis 
aithful ſpouſe, accompanied by their little ones, jour- 
ney'd, **through the defart regions, where had never 


been © imprinted the foot of 'man,”— 


"Behold the fugitives of Sin—the votaries of oppreſ- 
ſing forrow directed only by the glimmering of a 


— 
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ſtar a faint reſemblance of light, The moſt wretched - 
of beings: deliberately following the footſteps of his 
affectionate wife and tender offspring; _ whilſt they 
eſcaped the hooks of thorny furze, the ſon of Guilt 
and Shame, with frightful hauntings- of -terror,- horror, 
and wild diſmay, was torn; of every extending branch 
of thorny ſubſtance, ſo that with a ſmarting generally 
diffus'd o'er his-wretched perſon, he felt exquiſite pain. 
Anon the vivid flaſh of forked: lightnings blaz d along 
the horizon; the loud and awful clap of deafening 
thunder roll'd o'er their heads; the darkened ſkies 
ſeem'd to ope in twain to emit a ſulphurous and loath- 
ſome ſtench !—but hear, you ſons of men, the diviſion 
made between the innocent and the guilty ; twas Cain 
alone that ſaw the dreadful face of the heavens, or 
heard the horrible craſh !-—to' Mahala, Eliel, and 
Joſiab, how wife, and children of the deſpairing and 
forlorn fatricide,) the moon ſeem'd only under clouds, 
and no other interruption ſeem'd to be given to their 
journeying on ward. P 
Hail innocence! thou ſpotleſs garment of celeſtial 
purity ; tis from thee alone we reap the fruits of ſolace 
in the approvings of a ſerene: conſcience ;—for of all 
the rufflings of a wearied ſpirit under the frowns of an 
evil world, none can diſturb'the peace and tranquil ſtate 
of the interior, or ſpiritual part of man, unleſs guilt 
has occupied the ſeat of innocen cee... 
| To Cain, whoſe mind was as Etna's incindered gulph, 
fill'd with dreadful furnaces of floating lava, every idea 
was of chaotic irregularity—frightful inundations and 
horrible cataracts flooded in upon his imagination; 
and in a hoarſe lamentable voice he cried—whither am 
| ftraying?—alas! to fly from the preſence: of a juſt 
offended God—and from woeful and afflicted parents, 
is but a light of that deceit which implanted the odious 
paſſion of envy. in my breaſt, and has wrought all this 
never-dying ſorrow within my ſoul !|-—burſt your hot- 
rible ethereal exhalations, you rolling globes of fire; 
and let your inſtantaneous cruſh fink me into annihilge ?- 


4 tion 


— 
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tion ;—for ſurely the Eternal has loaded me beyond the 
burden of a fallen creature! Am I the firſt who tranſ. 
greſs'd thy laws? Surely 'm not. Tet bebold thoſe 
on whom thy ſentence is paſs'd—alive—calm, and un- 
der the influence of pleaſure, until my curs'd fall 
brought untaſted bitterneſs into their cup!—oh can the 
rebel legions who've forfeited the joys of eternal bliſs, 
ſhare a keener hell than that within my breuſt ? No 
they cannot! I am curs'd of God-—abhorr'd by an- 
gelt and hated of men! my breaſt the ſeat of gnawing 
remorſe and never-dyipg pangs of a miſerably tormented 
conſcience;—T'd fly, but what avails my flight? can I 
= fly from a wounded ſpirit ?—I'm confident I cannot. 
| On wretched man that | am—who ſhall deliver me from 
this body of guilt? On ſo ſaying he threw himſelf into 
a cloſe thicket of prickly bramb e noiſe whereof 
gave occaſion to Mahala to turn her eyes around, and 
miſſing her huſband, ſcream'd aloud, and laying down 
her infant care—ran back ſeveral paces beyond the tuft 
wherein the wretched ſon of Miſery was envelop'd. 
For ſome minutes the frantic wife of Cain ſought her 
| huſband; and in a voice of lamentation exclum'd— 
alas! my beloved partner, whither art thou fled—I 
pray thee confider thy afflicted wife who hath left a. 
retreat of ſafety and certain refuge, to ſhare thy hard- 
ſhips in exploring regions of unknown uſage ber 
wandering ſteps directed her to the ſpot where her man- 
gled huſband lay, who in ſad ſighs, and groans of an- 
tſh, gave her notice of his excruciating pain of body 
s well as of mind. With eager ſteps and trembli 
. bands ſhe drew forth the wretched man of forrows. © 
my deareſt fpouſe, ſhe] cried—how could'ſt thou thus 
torment thyſelf and me!—my love—my hfe—my dif- 
trefs is beyond all words | yet could'ſt thou love me 
nay, if thou hat'ſt me not, I am content. —O Cain! 
my belov'd partner, why ſhould'ſt thou thus provoke 
the wrath of heaven to cruſh us beneath its lofty arch? 
thou art well verv'd in the ſcience of wiſdom, ſhould 
thy inclinations bend to her direction : ah ne. 
5 5 a 


| 
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haſte from hence to yonder flow ry turf whereon I fat 
my two younger ſemale — elder of our care 
are gone perhaps beyond the limits of our ſearch— 
alas! my dear, my heart doth ſhrink beyond its uſual 
motions of terrific dread—methinks I hear the voice of 
my youngeſt infant's cries within my ear. Oh! my 
buſband, how palid are thy cheeks through the loſs of 
blood |—thy footſteps ſeem filled with purple liquid: 
alas | I fee} thy weight more ponderous than a lively 
pulſation  requires—what means thy ſhort ' ſighs of 
catchi 
—he hes! good God dead !—ohl——  * 
The wretched firſt-born of men now lifeleſs fell 


the earth, nor could eren, Wr 5 


bis fall. 

The with. of Cain in fad diſmay, now — away 
upon the body of her ſpouſe ;—nor did either awake 
until the meſſenger of the eternal power touched them 
with his celeſtial wand: —ariſe, ſaid he thou daughter 
of duſt! I accoſt thee firſt; be it thy care to ſooth the 
ſtubbornneſs of thy huſband—be a guatd to 
watch o'er his errors be ready in 
be temperate and mild—thy e bn are not a 
days will de many nevert heleſ be fatisfied—reſigna- 
tion to the will of heaven is of thee particularly requir- 
ed;—ſtrange will be the occurrences of thy time but 
a period remote will give thee conſolation, and an am- 
ple reward for all thy pains. 


To thas/-Onas:of p poliution, the dread ſovereign 1 
the univerſe reſerves a portion which J am not commiſj— 


honed- at this period to reveal but fo far I will dire& 
thee, that from thy part ner ſhalt thou receive inſtruc- 


tions for thy government. Thy days will not be gu» 


merous—nor thy time in an earthly pilgrimage abound- 
ing with peace, joy, of 


thou be 
pectations ſhall. be baulk' d; g 


rief ſhall not depart om 


thy n and in ſorrow ſhalt thou cat thy a WE, 


the vital air? O juſt heavens! —tay" n | 


reproof—but withat 


happineſs: thou art a murderer 
upon the face of the earth, and as ſuch an one Ms 
puniſhed. Thy cares ſhall be many; thy en. > mw 
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and the moſt acute bitterneſs ſhall be mingled with thy 


drink ;—guard off thine enemy ; thy viſions of ſleep 
ſhall direct thee by. wiſe interpretation and careful ap- 
plication. | Thou art | chaſed out from the ſociety of 


men, and from the preſence of the Almighty—yet 


know, O thou ſon of duſt and aſhes! that in the 


Omnipotent is thy ſtrength, and in him alone thou 
liv'ſt, mov'ſt, and hath thy being.— Be exact in the 
ways of juſtice, for from the omnipreſence of God 
nothing can be hid; nor can the moſt remote of thy 
cogitations be concealed from his omniſcient view of 
thine heart. No more am | permitted to-. diſcloſe, as 
to thy ſpiritual government; and only add, that this 
thy courſe of direction takes thee to the harren waſtes 
of Nod, on the eaſt of Eden, the paradiſe from which 
thy diſobedient parents fell ; but to thee, O'man, it is 
not permitted to repine for their tranſgreſſion, for had 
thou been placed in their ſtead, thy breach of the di- 


vine ordinance would not have been leſs. Ariſe—pur- 
ſue thy journey; ſorrows are upon thine eye-lids; the 


baleful exhalations of the atmoſphere are no longer 


terrific—behold the day breaking forth from the eaſtern 


horizon—riſe up and join thy wife—Mahala receives 
thoſe conſolationz which the all merciful creator permits 
ber to impart to thee, who to ages of unborn miriads 
ſhalt bea bye word of odium. 


So ſpake the angel of God—and ere he expanded his 


azure wings, gave Mahala a tender look, in which he 
announc'd peace, conſolation, amity, and affection:— 
a ſerene ſmile ſat on his lips and cheeks, and the ſweet- 


neſs of his eyes ſpoke ſympathizing complacency ; and 


diſappeared under a cloud of celeſtial radiency. 


Cain was by the meſſenger of heaven melted into 


tears; his heart received imprefſions he had not known 
before; and in inarticulate fighs embraced the ſorrowing 
part ner of bis woes. His unuſual tenderneſs and melting 
 {oftneſs charm'd the ſuſceptive ſoul of the gentle Ma- 
bala, ſo that in raptures of pleaſure ſhe received his 
Kind embrace. Renewals of love's endearments were 

bas © | 5 exchanged, 
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exchanged, and for a time they forgot their cares and 
numerous troubles. | 5 N 

No the roſy 
extenſive lap of Nature, and the purple cloud-capt 
mountains appear'd in gorgeous apparel. as heralds of 
the glorious aſcending luminary of day, who was al- 
moſt above. the horizon, beyond the lofty towers of 
aſpiring cedars which interſected the eaſtern view; but 


Sol's golden mantle, bad ting'd with radiant ſpangles 
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tints of Aurora were viſible on tile 


of illumination the higher pines, ere Mahala diſengaged 


the encircling , of her ſnowy arms around her buf- 
band's neck—nor was Cain remils in forming a peri- 


phery of bis hands about the ſlender waiſt of bis affec- 


tionate ſpouſe, when recollection awak'd their flumber- 
ing faculties and gave care their charge, who anon rouſed 
the tender mother of the infant children who were with- 
out her maternal direction or affiſtance — 
My beſt belov'd, cry'd Mahala, tis time we ſhould 
ſuccour our dear offspring, who muſt ' be impatient of 
our ſtay and long delay; for ere 1 ſaw the celeſtial 
| herald, mine eyes beheld our children on yon eaſtern 
mount, when after ſome hours reckoning I beard-the 
| younger's voice in plaintive tones, which bring to my 
memory various ſuggeſtions of their ſafety, as I can't 


and luminous. Let us depart hence, my cheering con- 
ductor; thy footſteps ſhall be my guide to follow; and 
indeed my heart is under ſuch a palpitation of "diſorder 
as to be ominous of enſuing grief: words are wanting 
to convey my ideas, for I fee] more than I can expreſs. 

Well, if tis the will of the Moſt High, that our 
afflictions ſhall increaſe—let's not repine at his high 
command—for know, O Cain! that a fparrow of the 
cottage eave, cannot fulfil her anxious cares in ſupply- 


perceive them now, although the face of day is clear 


ing her callow \ brood, without the permiſſon of the 


great Creator of the world. 


This is a truth I firmly believe, for our dear lot'brod- 
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ther, Abel, had the precept from a guardian angel of- 


bis ſoul's repoſe, who oft times revealed unto him. be 
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wonderful works and careful ways of the God of Pro- 
'vidence ; therefore the innocent are ſure of protection 
from ſurrounding foes, unleſs the divine plan requires 
their difſolution. 3 . e, e 
Mahala ceaſed to ſpeak, and on looking ſtedſaſt at her 
ſpouſe, ſhe ſaw his brow clouded with deadly ſorrow, 
2 inward workings of the mind—ſhe therefore with 
anxious baſte entwined her arms around his neck, and 
thus ſhe (poke; e e iis eo. 
Alas l my buſband, what means the lowering that ſo 
heavily clouds thy aſpect—ſay, whence ariſes thy dis- 
order—anguiſh, is painted in thy looks—pray reveal | 
vw languiſhing wife, the cauſe of thy bitterneſs 
091 —— ” 5 2. LN 
The depreſſed man in ſad diſcomfiture ſpurn'd away 
the ee of his boſom, and with frantic looks 
Kno ſt thou not that I flew this ſoft favourite of | 
God and man, merely becauſe he inſulted my low 
eftate, and claim'd a prerogative to diftate precepts 
that were to form my manners into certain examples 
I fay, thou know'ſt that for this cauſe. I ated the mur- 
d'rous deed|—alas! what do I ſay—the imp is gone 
oh! what a wretch am I- can'ſt thou forgive my dil - 
ordered ſenſation?—for he who formerly rais'd eavy 
and ranc'rous ſpite within my breaſt, this inſtant whil- 
per'd with a borrid grin, that thou would'ſt upbraid 
me with our orother's-death—he's juſt this moment 
left me—ob |! I bluſh to name the horrid imaginations 
with which the fiend that moment impregnated my 
unſettled brain—'twas no, leſs a crime than to add thy 
| precious blood to the already bluſhing earth, as if 
eby | ſhould gain a ſerenity of mind!—O Mabala! 
pray to the great ſupreme to heal my putrid wounds, 
the ſtench whereof will 1 fear embrue my days with ago 
nizing woes that will lead me down to the everlaſting 
pains of the fallen enemies of the Moſt High, the, ma- 
zeſty of heaven, —O my deareſt! what a deadly arrow 
aflails my heart, the malignity whereof. reſtrains 41 
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' fluid liquids of circulation from their wonted cburſe— 


— my enfeebled irength—ob!-1 fink. into . 
deathl—, _ 

8 almoſt frantic with ſurpriſe, 20d nearly bes 
reit of ſenſation, now ruſh'd forth to tective ber faints 
ing huſband within her arms, and iu ſorrowful diſtile- 
tion of tears from her overflowing eyes and achin 
head, kils'd the lips of the now 9 dectaſ 
partner ot her love, wbilſt a) torrent of the — 
waters were ſprinkled oer his face; and in exertions of 
her whole ſtrength endeavout d to raiſe his beit that 

now had ſlipt from off her lap on the green mantle of 
the flow'ry herbage of the extenſive cople-+when; 85 
he thus gained the repoſe of the earth, an hidden thora 


ot a new dropt ſhoot of eltic wood entered the vein 


that ſurrounds the ſtontiers of the brow of human 
creatures, which cauſed a ſudden flow of the Pretious 
liquid, and recall'd ſenſation—and again the pulſe beat 
their ſec y motions of revolving time, and inſtant 
he raiſed his head,—when thus in awful plight! the af- 
frighted wife of Cain in terror cry d aloud; Om — | 
band! and with efforts thrice, but all aer endes - 
voured to ſtaunch the flowing gore; ſht üben rant flips * 
from off her garments to bandage round the wound; | 
but ere ſhe accompliſhed what ſhe had fo: 2 9 
voured to effect, her patient loſt ſuch a quanti 
animal ſyſtem of liſe, the invigoratitig 3 
beings, — be ſenſibly ſelt a weakening ee 


frame, and With difficulty. e bee ee e 
be had lain; Yo: 


yet-was fo far recovered from the acute»: 
neſs of pain that afailed his heart and iungs, hut tht: | 
loſs he had [recently | 
reſtore the ſerenity of peac eful bealth. 12 

Ah! my belov'd, aid id. Mabals, is: thy Aalen 
reaſon reſtoted to thy ſoul? I ſo hon am e, 
to congrarulatt you from thy narrow elaape of ſinam 
death; for upon thy fait to thi! earth; the wichen 
ſpirit which had aſſaulted thind est, was in a hir 
24 chac'd behind our 2 . the thickeſt 
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part of the wood by an angel in ſhining armour. 0 
Cain, what a dreadful fight! I ſaw the fiend ruſh by in 
the mighty whirling of a diſordered cloud of ſmoak; 

dread, horror, and agonizing pain were painted on his 
brow : whilſt the celeſtial agent haſtened in a radiant 


cloud, with a burniſhed fabre,. to confine the hideous 


wor with a mighty chain. 

O thou hallo d fair, thine eyes are open to the 
ſecrets of the great Creator of the world -O my 
deareſt continued Cain pardon my afflicted ſtate 
and aſk it of the Moſt High—as I dare not look up to 
the throne of his righteouſneſs for when I attempt to 
ope my lips in pious cjaculations, I find them clos'd 
_ againſt a relaxation of the guilty paths I tread, and in 
no wiſe can I find an 'hour of ſolemn or determinate 
_ reſolves, ſo numerous are the hovering ſpirits of Apo- 
lyon's train. Say, my gracious and affectionate ſpouſe, 
art thou ſatisfied, that from my diſtempered brain aroſe 
thoſe evil words that recently were uſed - 

My belov'd huſband, ſays the affable ſpouſe of the 


Ken, niiſrable' fratricide, let the memor 7 with words, for 


ever de forgotten. Thou art well regarded, O my 
_ deareſt ſpouſe! but muſt for the preſent avoid longer 
conference on thoſe points that are held out ; for thou 
know'ſt that our dear children are to be ſought after, 
and our Joarcy purſued ere we can deſcant on topics 
aof et be aſſured that in all my devotional in- 


ocations of the ſupreme power, my prayer to bim, 
wo can — heal thy malady, ſhall be with humility of 


ſpirit earneſtly 


required, when in his own due ſeaſon, 


thy wretched" ſtate may find another courſe,” whereby 


of harmonious numbers will glow wo 


a permanency 
the ſerenity of thy cogitating mind; let's bence: 
| camnimand from the Almigh 


ty's meſſenger forbids Re | 
more time than now we have taken, ere we 


ſqjourning 


attive on the eaſtern plains of. Nod; that will only be 


ſome few-days in ſultty fatigue; before we can gain 


_ e arbout of thoſe ubcultivured 2 85 2 
21 . Vie l "3 Thy a 


ner 5 » 
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Tby words - I: duly ſhall regard, ſaid Cain 'm 
ready to attend thy | Bnrngis. my 


opheric ſoul-+ 
(if any ſuch I do petals) ſays our 2 will be i in 
vain.— 
How ſo? fays Mabala with cagernels;—explain thy 
bonds + 
To ſearch without Fading our offipring—replied 
Can. 9 A 
M.ahala, Lino enquiring further, follow'd her buſ- 
band, — _ 45 
Soon they arrived on the ſummit Fr, the vain 
they ſought their tender care within the valley of the 
circumjacent mount .—Thus they ſpent the day in 
ſruitlels toil, and with redoubled anxiety ſaw the ſable 
curtains of night drawn alon 05 the eaſtern ſkies ere they 
defiſted, ſo great were their ſuffering feelings for their 
infant young—for, now the duſky weſt put on the thick 
" mantle of darkneſs, and ſhrouded all the bemiſphere 
with a pitchy fleece, —* Twas at this advanc'd hour, ts 
wretched firſt-horn of men and women, fat ee , 
beneath the o erſpreading of a luſty: arent age cv; 3 
were only ſeated, hen the pouring torrents chril | 
taliz'd pl ir deſcended. in. copious quantities of rain. 
Anon the horizon receiv'd a quick illumination from the 
vivid flaſh of ethereal, fire. he ſurrounding wood that 
vas fully ſtock'd with ſturdy plants, in awful filence 
receiv'd the liquid draughts, not even reſounding 


the 
voice of thanks upon its leafy t an 
bowJings preſently _ heard—the wild inhabitonts * ee 
of the deſart rang d unto their retir'd. graſſy bed, and . 
in ravenous ſort aſſail'd the unguarded pair, who held 
no weapon of deſence; the lion foremoſt, with many 
voracious animals in the rear, thus they them at-- 
tack' d. Whilſt the petrify'd pair lay balf dead with 
fear, a ſudden flaſh of a dreadful ſulphurous lod 
3 fire ron 3 FT Lo 
luch extraordinary fear, that with iy 
they N from og fight, and YON into tho 
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The riſing day gave direction to the ſojourners to 
purkue theis-route; and fo in continuation ſpent ſeven 
more before they 1 the confines of Nod. 
At length weary'd with fatigue, Bras 2 out with 
f, the unhappy arrwed: on t ains of the 
Kiten land, when = ſat them 3 in a few 
diſtant deſcrind the mark given of the promis d 
nary the archangel Uriel .—Spent with heavy toils, 
their Zutbed limbs in pain, they preſently Fed a 
27 in ſleep o of ſoundneſi. 


* % 
a * * 4 
PER. x 


4 
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LAS) what avails » fon ch to the 8 
A of a ſelf: condemned ooh, * bene 
rs the ſting of the never · dying 3 

In vain doth the polluted wretch, . bands bath 
been em in innocent blood, endeavour to fles 
from» the - bickerings of guilt, remorſe, and inwa 
horror the nurd!rer's fleep is ſickled o'er with fright- 
bubſpedtres of dreadful. that prey upon his 2265 
making even bis-wakeful poſture s ſubje& to ſtartings of 

fear and — — the wildneſs of chimes 
| Fong Huſions: drawn from ſources of atrocity. Fade ye 
I ae den 100 ring cedars—ye bluſhing blofſoms 
of 1 rd dry ye wi rills, wbo ſang the 
bens cg bg facrifice to fin—O ye birds and 
who, 4 ts Gghr, 'be 85 ever mute —thop earth ' 

who. op'd ty mouth to receive a brother's blood, be 

ever e e who comes here? So ſpoke the 
awaken'd fugitive from his terrific dream—wben the 
fair-' partner df bis woes, in plraſing ſlumbers was tras. 
verſing. pagina regions of unparallell'd bliſi her 
; anda e fancy, in pleaſurable fort, beld the illuſive 
8 delight, and in tranſports of j joy * 

55 98; but to paint the contraſt between ideal, ny 

1 ty 
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reality of ſcenes, requires the moſt attentive {kill;” for 
35 the wanton fawn who ſports in the adjacent thicket 
to her painful: dam, meets with fearfut-ſurprize in a 
ſudden ſcip within the wolf's retreat, ſo was Mabala's 
vifionary Joys, inſtantly Ie into embitter'd 
of meagre diſtreſs, and agonifing doubts; with an 
eagerneſs of a fond wife, under the corroſ ve influence 
of rigid calamity, ſhe raiſed her head, and on enquir- 
, her ſpouſe gave a detail of his viſionary dig of 
mind, in the following words: | 

Be not ' diſtemper'd, my deareſt beloved, and muck 
efteem'd wife—my dreams were beyond the extremes in 
nature, and preſented ſcenes of the horrid ki 
the infernal- chief ;--methought I was freed from the 


om of 


groſs and cumbyrous body of clay which now cloaths my 


ipirit—and for my horrid and deteſted crimes of mur- 
der and malignity of heart in my impenitent courſe of 
life, deliver'd over to the torments of the enemies of 
God, in which I was to partake a large proportion; 
for ſuch was the eternal doom pronounc'd by the angel 
of death, when he delivered me to the im tor- 
mentors! O my deareſt, how 1 to find it was 


but a dream —to paint but a faint idea of the remem- | 


brance, that ſtill remains upon the foliage of my ima- 
tion, would affright thy virtuous and unpolluted 
5 In fine, 1 ſaw the regions of eternal nigtit, 
without any intermiſſion, to confift of blackneſs, of 1 5 
burning and conſuming clouds, that were clofely en- 
folded in pitchy winding of living fire, yet ſo 
its nature, as to emit no luminous ſ 
' treme heat ſurpaſs d the pow'r of our fiery 


in 
3 but in ex- 
globe, which 


warms this earth from an anmeaſurable diſtance - yes, 4 


my below d! the fire wos that of penetrat | 
which from a liquid lava that flows along thoſe dreadful 

confines, that every pore of my ſpiritual form received 
2 torments, which was attended by the” in- 
fults, ſcoffs, mocks, and torturing cruelties of ĩnfernal 
Irits; amongſt the eroud there was none more active 

| a that vile fiend who- raiſed —_ 1 + 


ing keenneſs, ö . 
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breaſt a deſite of revenge againſt ' my dear and much 
lamented brother. This dzmon exulted in his conquett 
over the liſe of man- hen the mighty hoſt of deform- 
ed ſpirits f this place of miſery and black deſpair, 
ſhouted with dreadft} yellings their approvings of his 
deed then I perceiv'd by the deadly blue flames which 
emitted from their mouths, that the furfate of this 
extenſive domain of Satan, had various caverns of li- 
quid fire, which ſerved as ſprings to ſupply the lake of 
ſilpburons fire, whoſe ſtench was intolerable, and pain- 
ſul in the ext teme to my ſenſes — when alſo 1 beheld the 
wretched fons of iniquity, ſhackled with ponderous 
cbains of living fire in various forms of loathſome ani- 
mals nor were any without the inſignia of a monſtrous 
. ſerpent. of poiſoning breatbings, as emblematical of 
Satan's artifice to deceive the firſt created of humag 
ipecies—anon the whole aſſembly in agonizing remem- 
| brance of their celeſtial joys, curs'd each other—and 
then their ow] exiſtence, and fearfully tore from off 
their hideous heads the briſtly hair of living ſnakes in 
frantic deſpair, and acknowledg'd the ſupreme power 
to be only juſt and great in thus puniſhing their guilt, 
and continuing their eternal deathsl—then again 
they ſeverally relapſed into their rebellious apoſtacy; 
nor were any of them able to find a moment to repent, 
tor the time of it was wreſted for ever from them: and 
in hideous forms and in wild diforder they attack'd each 
other in furious fight with infernal weapons of - fright- 
ful ſhapes ;—agiin, when torn and mangled by each 
other, they wept in ſtrains of unutterable woe—the 
terror, grief, ſhame, torment, and conſcious refle&ion 


of the inhabitants of thole regions of eternal death, 
fail all deſcription Nor is there a minute to alleviate 


their woes for a routine of evils continually ſucceed 
tach other; and to make their miſery complete, the 


Paradiſe of God is clear to view, wherein eternal joys 


are dealt out ig abundance to the bleſs'd inhabitants of 


that abode.—O Mahala! from the place of torment, 


even the gulph of eternal miſery, the abyſs of the 


- dam d, 
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damn'd, I beheld my angelic brother Abel; I ſa him 
on the verge of a coral rock that jetted out from be- 
tween the confines of celeſtial reſervoirs of pute water, 
and ambroſial walks of ſhaded ſweets which ſent forth 
fragrant effluvias, as the beautiful and godlike inbabi- 
tants, in words of muſical accents chaunted forth in the 
praiſe of him who by his word created the numerous 
worlds: my feelings were then without bounds in ex- 
ceſſive motion l felt, I ſaw, I heard, and in my wild 
tranſports of ſorrow, ſunk beneath my burden of eter- 
nal wrath, when [ was rouſed into fenfible feelings of 
pain, to add to my torments of mind; fo that my mi- 
lery wanted nothing in the meaſure of its completion! 
—But mark my converſe with that ever ble ſs'd ſpirit, 
my deareſt and once affectionate brother, —as he ſate an 
the confines of Paradiſe—be wiſe unto ſalvation, and 
make proper uſe of this viſion, On lo ſaying he waved 
his hand; in which 1 could -perceive he held à ſceptre 
entwined with myrtle and olive ſprigs; and then with 
a ſweetneſs of countenance peculiar to the celeſtial ſpi- 
rits, he bow'd in graceful attitude as though he'd fill 
render” me reverence and love!—on loſing light of this 
beautiful ſcene of heavenly joys, 4 ſuddenly awoke in 
the utmoſt degree of fear and terrific hauntings, and 
now have made known to you the ſum of my viſionary 
travail, wherein I've ſuffer'd ſo much in ſpirit, that 
I'm exhauſted almoſt, and ſeem to bear in mind as 
though 1 actually underwent the ſingular occurrences of 
this awful viſitation of ſpirit. e 
Here Cain ceaſed to ſpeak, and Mabala, with a be- 
nignity of aſpect that reſembled the purity of celeſtial” 
Pathol with à collected ſtate of ſpirits, 'thus ſhe: 
polidjnm b, 177 2 e eee 
Thy name, O Great Creator of all things, be for 
ever bleſſed !-—x0 thee alone, O wile and gracious God 
of Mercy! is our thanks to be 'render'd—to thee ate 
our praiſes and oblations to be offer d, for thy grace 
and mercy in ſparing us, thy ſinful creautres.—O tho 


- 


E. and perfect being of- infinite goodneſs] be pleaſed?: /, 
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to accept of our unfeigned and humble thanks for all | 
the favours thou in thy bounteous care art pleaſed to 
render unto ſuch undeſerving creatures. May thy 
myſteries be rightly underſtood and faithfully interpret- 
ed by us in the fights of ſupernatural worlds, wherein 
we have beheld wonderful appearances.— It is our duty 
to offer thee the tribute of thanks and praiſe for our 
preſervation from ſo many recent dangers, and crouding 
evils—yes, O Mighty Mover of the Heavens! tn 
thine to accept, and has /promis'd to our parents to 
receive, the humble addteſſes of their offspring; which 
name we in reverential awe beg leave to adopt; nor caſt 
us off, O our Maker! in this deſolate and uncultivated 
land but grant unto us a remiſſion of our fins, and 
by thy providence protect us from future cauſes of bale- 
ful guilt, ſo that at the hour of diſſolution the angel of 
- our. miniſtry may preſent us ſpotleſs before the footſteps 
of thy throne.—Mercitul father of all, we repole our 
cares within thy ordering decrees of human affairs, and 
only hope that by an humiliating reſignation to thy will, 
to find the ſolacing reſt that peace in faith can fylly 
lupply.—Be gracious and merciful, O God, to-this 
ſinful mortal who has fallen within thy juſt diſpleaſure 
even my huſband, who received me at thy command. 
Grant, O righteous father of beneficence! that by a 
perpetual ſenſe of his crime, and a fincerity of heart to 
bewail his deeds, which are clouded with the tranſgreſ- 
ſion of thy bigh commandment, he may be enabled to 
waſh away the ſtains of gwlt which pollute his ſoul, 
that we may in thy kingdom join our dear and much 
belov'd brother Abel, there to reſt the unlimited ages 
of eternity's boundleſs expanſe! if thy creatures have 
found favour in thy fight, by our viſions of ſleep, fulfil O 
Almighty ! a further aſſurance by future revelat ions 
this may ſt thou grant, O Lord God! if it be thy di- 
vine pleaſure, and in thy own name, and for thy ſale 
alone we humbly requeſt ii for which, and all mercies 


vouchſaſed unto us, may our hearts for ever continus : 
to be humbly thankful for thy name's ſake, vin 
11 1 ] 
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be thanks, praiſe, and glory, now and for evermore. 
Amen. | 

Mahala here ended her invocation of the Deity, and 
aroſe from her knees, HY 

Cain in a tranſport of delight, with which his gloomy 
aſpect was illumin'd — the firſt time in his life) with 
a ſincerity of heart, fell proſtrate on the earth, and in 
a loud voice ſpoke as follows ;— 

O thou who ruleſt the unlimited expanſe, and giveſt 
life and being to the unnumbered creatures of thy hand, 
and in thy view can't behold the ſpan of time and the 
infinity of eternity, be merciful unto. thy fallen crea- 
ture—and compaſſionate his deep diſtreſs. O Almigh- 
0 power! I am now convinced that under thy diſplea - 
ure can'ſt none of thy immortal creatures enjoy a ſtate 
of happineſs, for ſuch may | efteem the human race, 
as after this mortal tabernacle is put off, we ſhall live 
for ever in the ſtate our deſerts merit, as a reward of - 
works done in our pilgrimage on earth. To thee, O 
father of our ſouls, ſhall we only cry, for tis thine to 
lave and help—'tis thee alone can pardon and deliver— 
and of thee, O gracious God, I crave pardon and for- 
giveneſs—nor let me in the multitude of words aſk 
amiſs—but mercifully incline thine ears to the ſuppli- 
cation of my ſoul, and refreſh it with thy grace, and 
give it reſt in a ſurety of hope, that my fins are par- 
doned, and my peace with thee is fully eſtabliſhed; and, 


further, repleniſh my ſoul with thy holy council, that 


I may not depart from thy ſtatutes, nor inculcate vice 
through the crafts or deceits of evil that reigns in-my 
fleſh, or that the malignant ſpirits, who are the mini- 
ons of the grand enemy of our nature, who ſo craftily 


deceived our parents in thy tranſcendant garden of 


delightful Paradiſe may ſuggeſt—but grant theſe my 
petitions, O righteous God, for thy name's ſake. 
Amen! Fd 205 | 
Cain having cloſed his prayer to God, Mahala ten- 
derly embraced him—and ſaid, — now of a truth 1 
2 7 the divine influence 8 been ſhed on thee, for 

| | Es uin 
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in my viſions of ſleep, the bright agent of the Moſt 
High reveal'd the ſecret of thy returning ſtrength in the 
Deity ;—aevertheleſs, be humble, patient, and fully 
reſigned, under all the diſpenſations of thy Maker, for 
from thoſe muſt the experience of thy faith under trial 
reſult, and by which ſhalt thou ſecure unto thyſelf that 
celeſtial joy which the preſence of the dread Sovereign 
of the Univerſe can only give, when thou ſhalt with 
myriads of holy angels, adore in extatic tranſport, and 
with aſtoniſh'd fervor, in the realms of eternal light, 
where joys can have an end, cven the city of the great 
and eternal Author of all that lives, moves, or has a 
being! For thou know'ſt tis from his word alone this 
eat world, and all the ſurrounding orbs had their 
ſource; for, at his command, chaotic matter divided 
itſelf into light and darkneſs; —cold and heat, yet 
wanted a further command to divide thoſe parts again, 
wherefore, thoſe ſubdivifions vere at his command thus 
ordered, which they reſpeCtively obeyed—tor, as yet, 
was nothing on the firſt day of creation, but light and 
heat above, and cold and darkneſs below. | 
The ſecond day, or meaſure of God's commandments, 
commenced with the form of the firmament, and the 
reſervoirs for the waters. | 

The third day, or meaſure of God's work, was the 
earth and ſeas formed, as allo the rivers and lakes, and 
likewiſe the herbs and fruits of earth. 

The fourth day, or ſpace of God's work, were the 
fun and moon created, and not before; for the three 
preceding meaſures, which are accounted as days, were 
but periods for meaſuring of time by God's command- 
ment; for, as yet were not the luminaries created; on 
the fourth day was the matter collected tor their -cre- 
ation, when they were ſeverally commanded to revolve 
in their orbits; and to render ſervice unto man; where- 
by we are inſtructed into knowledge, that as God had 
not yet made the creatures that were put into ſubjection 
to man, nor neither had formed the mould of our fa- 
ther, in whom was formed matter for our mother Eve. 

—We 
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—We were viewed in our generations as a multitude, 
and as creatures who ſhould be frail in our nature; 
hence our fail was inevitably preordained, or otherwife 
2 life of immortality in the fleſh would have, required 
no ſuch groſs nutriment as that which now ſuſtains our 
nature, nor would our compoſition have been of periſn- 
able clay. Fil : re TY 
The fifth day was employed by our God in ſupplying 
the {ea with fiſhes, and the air with fowls. 
The fixth day were all other creature that have 
life, at God's word created, in the early part of the 
morning. 1 | 
But at noon, as the glorious luminary, the lamp of 
Heaven had aſcended his higheſt point of the arch of 
bis diurnal motion through the heavens, juſt at his 
greateſt altitude, he was commanded to reſt there, until 
the Lord God of Heaven had gathered an handful of 
the dry duſt from under a ſycamore- tree, and breathing 
upon it, and with his hands directed the form, the 
ſame was that production of whom we are deſcended, 
even Adam; — for, as ſoon as he received a being, the 
Lord law the perfection of his work, and laid the new 
creature to ſleep in the ſhade, and extracted the rib, 
out of which was our mother created !—wherefore do 
we Jack underſtanding? —What need we further in- 
ſtruction than to ſearch into the treaſures of our 
God? for unto them that ſeck, ſhall wiſdom be given, 
=_ tha them that ſearch, ſhall underſtanding be 
ound, — | | 
The creatures of the earth, like unto. us, poſſeſs the 
five ſenſes of God's mighty power, inaſmuch as they 
can taſte, ſmell, hear, ſee, and are capable of the ſen- 
lation of touching. therefore, thoſe were not our 
greateſt perfect ions in this organized body of fleſh, for 
as the angel in the viſion of my dream, with enipyreal 
extacy, gave the glory to the Moſt High, that we were 
created with two other ſenſes as ſuperior to all the reft, 
namely, underſtanding and ſpeech ; the firſt to direct 
our faculties and paſſions in the perception of ideas, or 
| R 2 actively 
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actively by judging of the propriety, which we deno- 
minate by the powers of willing or abſtaining to be 
reaſon, for herein do we ſurpaſs the brutal creation, who 
have no guide but nature, or animal propenſities. 
Again, the other ſenſe of conveying our ideas by 
words, which our maker has defined ſpeech, is, in 
itſelf, a bleſſing of communication that the inferior 
world can in no wile partake of, and is, of all others, 
the greateſt ſurety of an immortality of the ſpirit which 
the Lord breathed into us at our firſt formation, and is 
to follow in all our: poſterity :—But, my beloved, to 
end the particulars of this relation which was revealed 
to me in laſt night's ſleep, the angel hath aſſured me 
that this is the ſeventh day wherein the Lord reſted from 
his work of creation, and will reveal his dread com- 
mands in ages to come, that it is to be kept holy dut- 
ing all the then ſucceeding ages until the end of time, 
when we ſhall put on the eternal reſt and peace of 
our God in the world of beatific viſions, where un- 
meaſured ages ſhall paſs away unnumbered in ſabbaths 
of praiſe, thanks, and worſhip of him who is the 
only ſource of glory, power, dominion, love, joy, and 


| happineſs. 


Here Mahala, with a pious ejaculation, ended her diſ- 
courſe; when the penitent ſon of Sin and Sorrow, thus 
exclaimed : f | 

O thou bleſs'd of God, be ever happy, be ever wiſe 
for thine is the revelations of the higheſt to know; 
let us, therefore, according to thy word, make the 
| ſabbath to commence—yes—let us ſet this day apart 

for ever—let us teach our progeny its ſanRification ;— 
but as the ſhower is now beginning to fall, this 


. ſpreading palm to be a place of refuge from the ſtorm's 


E. | 
Cain and Mahala being retired to the ſhelter of the 
palm-tree, there communed with each other ſpiritual 


matters, and ſpent the day in prayers to Almighty God, 


ſo far was compunction ſeated in the breaſt of the 
NR | mourning 


open ſpot affords not ſhelter; J can perceive yonder 
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mourning fratricide ; to bring about which, the affa- 
bility and perſuaſive doctrine of truth and pure maxims 
of ſincerity of heart, the wife of his boſom, did not 
a little contribute. So far tis ee that any perſon 
endowed with purity of underſtanding in the knows 
ledge of celeſtial things, may, with certainty, convert 
an erring partner, whether huſband or wife. For, 
as the hard and impenetrable marble is worn by 
the gentle dropping of a ſoft light liquid, ſo is 
the ferocity of human creatures tamed by gentle 
and ſoothing advice and admonition; or, as the lion 
in the foreſt who can force down the lofty pine, 
and take his prey within the fight of an affociated army 
of enemies, without fear, and regardleſs of all obſtruc- 
tions, yet, by the ſubtilty of the herdſman's net, is 
conquered by. weak cords that have nothing to recom- 
mend their ſuretyſhip but a variety of knotting: for 
the number, when altogether exerting their ſtrength. 
do with eaſe ſecure the noble animal, and ſubje& him 
to fear and death; ſo that the ſhepherd is with eaſe 
maſter of the foreſt king, who lately made the numer- 
ous wild inhabitants quake at his roar, is now no more 
a terror, but dies ignominiouſly without attacking even 
the ſimple ſheep-dog who attends his maſter to w 
the fatigued and panting animal. Juſt ſo was the hard 
and rugged brows of Cain overcome by the ſoft and 
gentle rebukes, admonitions, councils, and tenderneſs 
of his wife—for indeed his fierceneſs was overpowered 
by the ſacred tenets infuſed into his troubled conceptive 
faculties by his innocent partner; who, notwithſtand- 
ing her little knowledge of the pangs of guilt, yet bad - 
words of ſpiritual truths ſo as entangle him in a net of 
knowledge of that which was certain death to his car- 
nal inclinations ; for if he had not died in the fleſh, be 
could not be quickened in the ſpirit—a maxim that can 
never be out of rule with all the tribe of innumerable 
tranſgrefſors, notwithſtanding the vague pretence of 
ſpecious ſophiſtry. ; 

In many inſtances was Cain convinced, and gave 
eager hearing to Mahala; but yet he could in no wiſe 


efface 
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efface the terrific mark of God imprinted on his fore. 
head—in vain he endeavoured to waſh away the fright. 
fulneſs of his phy ſiognomy, but as oft found it was 
impracticable—for the ſtains of heinous crimes can in 
no wiſe be made clean, unleſs purged by long and con- 
tinued habits of repenting ſorrow and contrition of 
heart; therefore the caſual repentant cannot remove ſo 
eaſily, as he would fondly indulge” his imaginations, 
until the Deity views the heart as cleanſed from pollu- 
tion ; for a man's pretenſions to be virtuous, good, or 
penitent, have no efficacy to importune his conſcience 
to be filent in her ſevere lectures of reprehenſion, $0 
it was yet with Cain; he knew not the proof of his 
ſtability, for light and darkneſs alternately had guid- 
ance of his paths: nor could he aſcertain his reſolves 
for a ſingle day, ſo new was the profeſſion he bad learn- 
ed, and ſo precarious are the various paths that lead out 
of the road of ſpiritual life, to that of endleſs deftruc- 
tion; for the enemy of our nature is more aſſiduous t9 
gain over the reclaimed finner, than he 1s to ſeduce 
innocence; fo great is his deſire to plunge human beings 
into the curſe of his everlaſting doom of terror, horror, 
and torment, beſide the unrepentant ſtate of being an 
enemy to God! How fearful is ſuch a caſe, and how 
much to be dreaded is ſuch a ſituation! "+54 

The land unto which Cain had arrived was pleafi 

to the fight, and had plenty of fruits and ſtreams to 
water it; nor were materials wanting to build a hut; 


nor neither did the lonely pair decline induſtry—tfor a 


few days after their arrival, upon the gently riſing plain 
which lay between two lofty mountains on the north 
and ſouth, and a meandring brook of cryſtal waters 
that encloſed the eaſtern borders, and then with a ſo- 
lemn voice of echoing murmurs ran down precipitately 
ſeveral ſteep and craggy rocks that were of pebbly 
greet, and therefore full of hollow ſockets, wherein the 
flooded pearls of daſhing waves threw out, with im- 
petuous force, their copious ſtores, which, mixing 
with the tumbling ſheets, made the caſcade * 


* 
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of pearly. dews, adding beauty and grandeur to the 


works of nature, and, of courſe, ſublimely great. 
The other point unto the weſt had woods of aw- 
ful and ſtupendous beight, whoſe copſe and ſpruce 
were impenetrable ;. - for unto Piſon, the great river 
of Eden, was this mighty foreſt planted by the hand 


- 


of God; 44201, 01 LR DOT. 544 

_ 'Twas here Cain, and his helpmate, raiſed their hut, 
and firſt laid open the ſoil to receive the ſeeds of the 
carth; and in leſs than a year ſaw themſelves poſſeſſed 
of another ſon, which Cain gave the name of Enoch, 
and in bis name he called the new reſidence he had now 
poſſeſſed; and without further occurrence ſaw-a ſecond 
year compleated. e NETS ©} i Fit e 
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TAPPY are-thoſe-who early ſeek the altar of deyo- 
tion, whereby they enſure unto themſelves the 
tayour and guidance of the Moſt High; for unto thoſe 
that are thus endow'd with true wiſdom, will the great 
and glorious works of the omnipotent power be re- 

veald; and he ſhall thereby flouriſh in the land as a 
willow tree adjacent to the ſtream: his words ſhall 
clothe him with true regard from angels and men, and 
in the end of his days ſhall he rejoice in the arm of the 
Almighty, for in him is his ſtrength and bis reſuge; 
nor (hall he be forſaken in the hour of diſſolution, for 
bis hope is on high, and lives beyond the dark manſions 
of the grave; and in faith ot ſuch aſſurance and true 
belief, he lays him down in peace, and ſmiles at the 
ſlumber of death; for he hath lived in charity, and 
dies in ſuch love, fo that he cannot feel the ſting of 
cath; nor is the grave a victor over him, for heſoweth' 
in corruption with a certainty to'reap incorruptible 
[rut in that day when the world. ſhall be judged in 
2 rigbteouſneſs; 
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cut rill, whoſe ſource is little more than continued 
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ngbteousneſs; for he is ſure his reward will not be 
withheld, and in him whom he truſts cannot be ſhaken; 
for his kingdom is without meaſure in its duration, as 


is his mercy in plenitude to thoſe who earneſtly ſeek it, 
and is found of all thoſe that ſearch for it. - 

As the hart is refreſhed by the cooling reſervoir in 
the ſhaded banks of the ſlow-moving level of a deep 


drops, yet by paſſage through the plain, fills the hollow 
up to its level; when ſhe retires from the ſun-burnt 
cliff to evade the darting rays of mid-day ſun, or the 
hard breathing toil of fleeting from the relentleſs hun- 
ter's eager chace, when the flood alone can fave her 
from inſtantaneous death, and gives the wearied animal 
new. vigour to elude the dangers that portend, ſo were 
the joys of Cain and his ſpouſe, when from the hand of 
Heaven a female was added to their family, Herein, 
ſaid Cain, ſhall my name be perpetuated ; for until this 
time did I doubt the 3 of Heaven, and held 
ſuſpicions that my name would be blotted out from 
amongſt thoſe who ſhould repleniſh and multiply the 
fons of men. 8 2 B 
Mabala was far exceeding her huſband in devout 


praiſes unto the Lord, and in her enraptured extacy 


nted away into an heavy ſwoon. | 

The unexpected fight allay'd the exulting joys of 
Cain, and inſtantly he ſunk into extreme ſadneſs:;— 
Alas | he cried, am | ſuch an unfortunate wretch as to 
be, the ſport of time, and the partaker of the bitternels 
of many deaths O whence had I this torment! I have 
been from my early days, until now, a mourner, and 
a man of ſorrows. In vain do I ſeek repoſe, for fin 
and death are conſtantly at my door; my deſerts ar 
ſuch | ſhall not be freed from continual tribulations, 
for in error is my underſtanding bewildered, and from 
evil J cannot: ſeparate the imaginations of my heart. 
O wretched man, thy bleſſing ſeems to forerun thy 


_ curſe!—Hah ! is ſhe ſtill alive? —Heavens!—Hoa! my 


dear Mahala! 
| He 
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He then embraced her in his arms, and admigifiered 
a ſpicy fruit, whoſe aromatic efflyvia ſoon reſtor d the 


FFF 


ih! een ſaid Mahala, ee the 


Although deprived of ſtrength in offices of exe 
— lenſation, — I diſtinctly beard your . words, | 


which were not befittiog thy ſituat ion, nor as a finite 
being of [tranſitory exi in this life; for than 
know well that the decrees of Heaven ate juſt 
and faithful, and therefore: e n r ; 
omi! 1 5 I an 

Thy forrows for my ſeeming de 

a remedy, or ary An 
experiment to ſave a fleet breath, but manded hi 

like to the will of the Moſt High: ng ñ 

Cain, unable to anſwer 0 ber charge, in lad: filence 
e without a reply. Me reſumed her 
admonition; when he 10 ſullen lence: — ma leav- 
ing his ſon and new- born daughter to Mabals's fechle | 
Ce. 

No ſooner was Cain from the cake u wie, 
whom he conceived to be in error, than be ſtrayed into 
the unknown paths of the extenſive foreſt, Which 
bounded his meadow'd plain and in a deep vaulted 
ſurroh took his way onward, not knowing whither, nor 
conſidering to what an end, or n Nun. be 
ons through the diſmal — bhp — * a 

e in the higheſt arch- angel, in t Jaweſt 
reptile, is one and the ſame in its original eſſence and 
ſource, Which is God; and it is tbe difference 10 the 


ſubject, or recipient, that alone varies the farm of it. 


Man has a threefold capacity, or recipiency, one above 


receptive of the ſpiritual and rational, as well:as of the 
animal life. The exerciſe and improvement of the 
laculties open the two former; but where they continue 
mut, he is no better than a ſenſual animal (as is to be 
ſeen in too many, not only amogg ſavag es hut 
93 Is the root RY his nature being 128 


another, which no other creature has, and therefore is 


4 1 
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eternal world, thence he muſt be of immortal conti- 
"nuance in exiſtence, whether of good or evil ſociety, / 
They who attain no higher than the rational life in 
this world, may be great ſcholars, and able to ſpeculate 
highly, to reaſon deeply, and talk profoundly on dark 
or abſlruſe ſubjects; but if they advance not to ſome 
ſenſe of ſpiritual things, or to a conſcientious diſcharge 
of religious duties according to the light he receives 
from above, they can't reach to the ſpiritual liſe here, 
And it is to be feared will remain ſo through the unmea- 
ſurable ſpace of all eternity; for no new principle re- 
mains to be opened to the ſoul in the other life: for 
the dies) ſo is he to remain during the boundlels exiſt- 
ence of eternal life—therefore here only is that great 
work to be performed; for according to our actions 
does it to our own view, (our conſciences) whe- 
ther we are in the direct road to Heaven or Hell. 
Agreeable to this theſis, and like to a man in a ſtate 
of intoxication, who, during his inebriety, conſiders 
not whither he is bound, nor does he fear the gulph or 
cataract to which he is warily advancing, until ſome 
conſiderable flip, or accidental fall, reſtores to him his 
abſorbed ſenſes, which were until then incapable of di- 
rection, he rouſes from his let hargic ſtate of ſenſation, 
and looking around with ſurprize, beholds bis danger, 
ſo were the faculties of Cain benummed with groſs 
ideas of ſuppoſed wrongs proceeding from his loving 
Tpouſe, who loved him as her better half, yet he, by 
- erroneous meaſure, ſaw her in another light, therefore 
judged her ſevere and barſh. Anon the riſing bovghs 
of tufted bay-trees, with a loud ruſtling of the leaves, 
diſcloſed the combat of a terrific view. A tigreſs rob- 
bed of her young by the lion's voracious appetite, had, 
in the fact, convinced herſelf the potent chief of the 
quadruped race was guilty of the murd'rous deed, and 
in a furious rage of wrath and unrelenting flexibility, 
attacked the barbarous deſpoiler of her tender care— 
The lion thus affail'd, in a plight not prepared for a 
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contending match of exertion in 
ſtrength, was, by the vigour of the tigrels, ſadly hurt 
ere he was in a condition of preparation ready to re- 
turn the ſalute. Added to this misfortune of being 
{urprized by the painful dam of the wild brood of 
cubs, the mate of the ſorrowful female came to her 
aſſiſtance, and, without enquiring the cauſe, (as evi- 
dently he could not) nor yet looking to any matter: 
that might lead him to a diſcovery, inſtinctiwely aſſiſted 
his mate, who, both together, ply'd the royal brute. 
with a ſufficient match to his great kill in fight and 
mighty ſtrength. FFF 
Twas here Cain was convinc'd he was in the mouth 

of danger he fled aſide, but ſcarce knew which way 
to run, for the foreſt echoed with the mighty roar the 
fight was deſperate as doubtful ; but at length the 
ſtraying mortal ſay the lion victorious, at the ſame ' 
time ſaw the poor animals expiring in defending their 

_ lawful right s this juſtice ? ſays the ſon-of Adam 

if it is, then what are wrongs ?—But ſcarce had her 

| ſpoke theſe words, when the lion, through loſs of 
blood, and dreadful rents, and wounded fleſh, fell 
down lifeleſs near the ſpot. - matte 


1 - 


Ah ! faid Cain, I ſee my error—l draw concluſions: 
precipitately—my temper is haſty—b muſt curb that 
dangerous fire that too oft has kindled my foul into a 
flame—I ſee a leſſon in the dark receſſes of the crouded 
foreſt—this brute, who was the conqueror and the ag- 
preſſor, was not long triumphant; he periſhed in his 
guilt | eee 
My parents were kind and tender to me when I had 
robb'd them of a goodly ſon; yet I felt no inclination 
to confeſs my guilt, otherwiſe than by aggravating ö 
vaunts of wickedneſs in the hour of my frantic ſadneſs: 
No, I did not leſſen the horror of the deed by ap- 
plying balſam to the wound I gave their hearts, but 
relentleſsly quitted the plains of Salem, wherein they. 
now inhabit, and fled thither from God's preſence and 
their rebuke ;—Alas ! ＋ vain ate my aitempts; E 
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was dark, and at length arrived at his tnelling, quite 


towards Salem, to behold the condition of our 7 


| whither they *. 
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a the lion, who with ſuperior force overcame the in- 
anithals in this — and then fell a victim to 
his untimely paſſion of preying on the innocent you 

ſp hall my guilt be purſued by puniſhments t hat 1 


{hear on ny head at an unexpeted and urguarees 


Lam wok meines of my haſty e to be end | 
neous and partial; 1 ſhall return and aſk forgiveneſs of 
rhy- excellent wife, who only is kind to me in"adrho- | 
niſning me to flee from fin ; therefore I ſhall — 
ward endeavour to deſerve her kindneſs. . 

Cain ſought the path under the vaulted ſhrubs, os 2 
Gua brambles, without effect, and with la- ; 
culty got to the verge of the foreſt ere it 
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wearied and ſpent with fatigue. 

Mahala, on account of her recent travail, was rey 
weak ; And agitated by the abrupt manner of her hul- 
band's- departure, was very much indiſpoſed; and 
feveriſn ſymptoms were evident in the glowing bluſh 
of heat on either cheek ; the ſwelling eye-lids and dim- 
neſs of fight, heated fluids, quick pulſation, and.adif- 
culty in reſpiration, | were omens too obvious to be 
overlooked. 

Cain ſaw his affeRivnate companion in this plight; 
but, thro! his indiſcreet route, was ſo fatigued that he 
was incapable to give her any aſſiſtancde. 

Here let us leave the ſtrangers in Nod, and look 
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ADAM and = no ſooker loft their ſon and 4 
ter, than they ſought around in the adjacent woods 
moſt probably would be the res 
of their — ſon; who fo WH 21 
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fie their beloved Abel. 
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4 Kb aſſumed dominion over, was teſtleſt the 
whole night ; and hearing the ſighs and lamentations of 
her ſiſler Mahala, ber cutiofity had ſueh influence-over 
her watch, that ſhe was guided ſolely to know the iſſus 
of the loneſome haunt ſhe ſaw her kindred haſtening to 
get unto, as the thickeſt part of the diſmal eee | 
their direction. 

By Cain's voice ind b be tear: 
and 'viderſtood diſtinctly that towards the eaſt of the 


mia ones wear ren yompdener ade nog 1 #7 


others 4 the oriental radiant ſtar of night was 2 
guidance of Mahala and her ſpouſe, as onward they! 
haſtily. directed their footſteps over the eaſtern law] 
which led into the ruſſet covering of the foreſt wilds. 
This intelligence gained, ſhe quickly returned unto the 
cottage of Adam and Eve, whom ſhe found in pol- 
tures of devotion z and with fervency' of 'zeab imploring 
the mercy of Divine Juſtice to ſpare, pardon, regen“ 
rate, and make unto them and himſelf a happy man, 
their unfortunate and firſt born wicked ſon, even — | 
the murd'rer of his brother. | 

Many were the pious entreaties of. Adam vote the 
Moſt High, to look with compaſſion on him, the workt*  - 


of his hands; therefore, not to caſt off for ever the 2 


erring of a weak unguided mortal, whoſe certainty in 
this world was only death; that the concomitants of - 
man's life were, by his tranſgreſſion, a body of eis, 
whoſe only productions were various ſins therefore, 
mercy was given unto him, to let the ſame grace fine 
upon his fallen ſon; who, under a conviction of his 
guilt, an humble and contrite heart might reſtore bim, 
by mercy, unto the practice of purity of living, under 
a convinced ſtate of his malediQtion and unheard-of mas 
one . 
Eve, with vplifted bands Ma ns; aa 
voked the-awful Majeſty of Heaven to look unte her 
the miraculous work of the Great Supreme,” that as _ 
he had fall'n into fin through the ſubrilty of Satan 
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under his artful diſguiſe, whereby evil became heredita. 


ry, and her offspring were thereby conſtantly under its 
influence, ſhe befought the Dread Sovereign of the 


univerſe to grant that mercy unto her firſt born ſon, a | 


he was in his almighty goodneſs pleaſed, and did vouch. 
ſafe. to grant unto her when ſhe had fo wickedly broke 


the commandment which ſhe received at the mouth of 


the Moſt High and Omnipotent God,—that the fin 
and folly of her raſh and unthinking ſon was but an 
offence againſt their precepts only, for from the high 
arch of Heaven the murd'rer had received no com- 


mand; therefore humbly intreated the Almighty to 


. pardon that fin which the enemy to his nature, and the 
corrupt ſtate of his fleſh, had ſeduced him to commit. 
Eve now was filent ; and Thirza advanced. with freſh 


excitements to grief and ſadneſs painted on her aſpe}, 


when Adam and Eve with ſoothing tenderneſs endea- 
vour'd to add comfort with their words unto the mourns 


ding a torrent of pearly drops, which ran from her 
lovely eyes as diamonds ſparkle before the radiant ſun; 


from the beauteous orb, which was its produdtive 
ſount, as a gem of the moſt curious workmanſhip, 
and quickly encreas'd their diſtilling pow'rs ſo as to 
cauſe the dropping flow to be a ſpontaneous flood of 
pearly liquid, which overflow'd the moſt charming 
viſage nature ever beheld.  — mY 
- As ſoon as ſhe had recover'd the uſe of the organs of 
ſpeech, the innocent fair gave a relation of all ſhe knew, 
_ what were her conjectures relative to the flight of 
ain. 7 


what ſhe had recounted, and were of one opinion with 
ber, nor were the ſurmiſes of any of them different. 


Meanwhile it was deliberated upon by Adam, Eve, 


and Thirza, whether he ſhould not follow their track, 


leſt they ſhould fall into yn unfareleen danger — le 
ö 5 „„ 


y 


ing widow of the fallen ſaint ; but with ſome expoſſu - 
lation ſhe gain'd permiſſion to caſe her breaſt by ſhedl- 
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for each ſucceſſive tear, with all its ſaline clearneſs, ſtole 


Hier parents addreſſed her as to the particulars of. 
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unfrequented wood, and there be loſt through want of - 
means of food, or aſſiſtance to guide them out again. 

The council cloſed. —Eve and Thirza were to await 
the return of Adam to be acquainted with the particu- 
lars he ſhould of conſequence be acquainted with, if , 
he was ſo fortunate as to overtake them, his children, 
who were hurrying from his rebuke, and alſo from the 
preſence of the Almighty. 


Adam with haſty ſteps forſook the plain and on the. 


entrance of the wood —— directed the nocturnal 
ſtar, which was partly towards the 


pernels of foot ſoon travelled many miles. * 


About the morning watch Adam reach'd the flow! ry # 


bank whereon the children of Cain were ſeated, and 
dinecting his ſpeech unto Joſia, who, with Eliel; were 


impatient of delay, enquired where their parents were wary 


When, ere Eliel or his brother could reply, an angel in 
Mute robes, ting'd with celeſtial purple, announced 


unto Adam, that he (Adam) ſhould conduct the 


children ſafely unto Salem, and no more enquire con- 
cerning Cain or Mahala ; for at a time remote from that 
he ſhould ſee the ſtate of his children, who were then 


directing their courſe towards the land allotted them by * 


the Moſt High. 


Preſently after the angel diſappeared | in a refulgene 


doud of radiaſcx-- 
Adam, without more words, or an . 
lations, left the lonely ſpot, and, wel a young infant 


on either arm, and one on either ſide, return'd to the 


beautiful 
Eve and 


lains of Salem, where he was received 
hirza with impatient joy for his ſafe. return; 


and on his recital of the viſion of the ſacred ſpirit, they 


al with humility of heart and ſincere tongues e 
the Lord, : 


No ſooner ele the children returned ſafe,” than 
Thirza claimed the protect ion of the infant charge of 


Cain and Mabala, which her parents adi n 


| Shortly after was born unto Adam another fo whole ; 


birth 


- 


and with ea : 


* 


twins. Let unto Cain was born noother ſon than Enoch; 
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butb was given inſtead of Abel, His name was, by 

Adam's viſion, to be called Seth, or a renewal ; mean. 
ing that he was given inſtead of the deceas d. This 
was & child of promiſe; for from his lineage ſprung the 
| hon of che tribe of Juda, in the fulneſs of time, a 
was appointed by the Moſt High; nor was there 4 
greater type to ſhew the redemption of fallen man, 
than God's goodneſs in raiſing up the ſeed of Adam 
to produce that race of whom Shiloh was to proceed; 
for in Abel was the bleſſing, and in Cain the curſe; yet 
unto Abel was the curſe bere, by ſin, but a bleſſiag 
early through righteouſnels in the world of ſpirits, 
made perfect through mercy and —and unto Cain 
the bleſſing here and the curſe hereafter revok d; 
much es by grace be found a day of acceptanes 
atone for bis fins, and an aſſurance of ſalvation the 
faith, hereby he received a lively hope to iphenitithe 
promiſes. WS -— 
- With attentive care Thirza brought up, the chic 
of ber ſiſter; nor were Eve and ber tender hulband 
wanting in their parental kindneſs to provide for ibe 


Now we ſhall return to Nod, or the land of di- 
guiſe, herein we left the wife of Cain in her weak and 
helpleſs ſtate of illneſs; but through the bleſſing of that 
night's refreſhing draughts of cooling liquor, which 
was the produce of ſome fruits brought home by Cain 
from che foreſt wherein he had been, Mahala inſtantly 
recovered, and next day was freed from the ſorrowing 
In days and weeks of care, and months and jean 
of trouble, Cain and Mahala ſaw their, progeny increaſe 
to ſeven daughters, for from this time had Mahale 


for from him was to ſpring a multitude which ſhould 


repleniſh the world. exceedingly: yet, in the alen 


& 
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time their evil cauſed an inundation of the deep, and 
the reſorvoirs of Heaven, to give the whole of their 
collected waters at once, and by their iniquity in doing 
that which pleaſed their fight; and reſtraining them - 
ſelves from nothing that was ſenſual or unclean, they 
became as mighty giants in the earth, and in proceſs of 
time drew down the vengeance of the Moſt High to 


deſtroy the world for their lakes; inaſmuch as they had, 


by their crying fins, tainted, the whole race of mankind, 
and none was found faithful but one man, even Noah, 
and through his righteouſneſs was his family ſaved to 
e 90150 52 10 OTH 2s 5 

| Cain having with daily expiation for his fins offered 
with-a-conttite heart a continual prayet, and at(length 
Att to offer unto God a. offering and an offer 
ing of peace; in which Mabala afſiſted with à purity of 
beart and a peculiar joy, for the graee of the Moſt High 
to bring to a ſenſe of his guilt her onte ſuffering and ac. 
curs d partner, now through mercy accepted of God, 
for his altars ſhone with 'brightneſs; and bis offerings 


- 


vere conſumed in a pillar of a towering cloud, ethble- 


matical of God's gracious favour, fo that Caim, with 
his heart and voice raiſed” in to God, gave 
thanks unto him whoſe it is to give life of heafth 
and plenitude of grace to preſerve man from the 
errings and ſtrayings of bis Warfare in this ſtate of 
probat ion 3417 90 1 | 8 Suh 
Be thine the taſk, O man of guilt, who has received 
from the hand of the Almighty a commiſſion of peace, 
to reſt in coniſort through the aſſuramce of the ſeal of 


patdon granted at the Chriſtian ſacrifice for fin, in the 


commemorating the body and Hood of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who has, by his precious blood; waſh'd'vs from 
our pollut ions, and will, if we ſeek his ſpiritual king- 
dom, preſent us before his father ſpotleſs and without* 
a blemiſh, to be numbered with his faints and angels; 


to bo his children and not his flaves ; to be of his houſes - 
hold and not his ſervants; to be his brethren and not his 


remov q relatives ve EM 
1 e ee O Chriſtian 


146 THE DEATH OF CAIN, 


O Chriſtian people, who are under the eaſy yoke and 
light burden of redemption, be wiſe unto ſalvation; 
for unto every one is given the means to purchaſe 
life and immortality, and to avoid fin and everlaſting 


bats an 
BOOK w. 


ſorrow let the perpetrators of malediction mourn 

the foulneſs of their crimes; for from a compunction 

of ſoul is the penitent known: of this a tender and a 
wounded conſcience bear pe 
the convert, under his diſguiſe of ſanctity, is at beſt 
but the wretched impoſtor of hypocriſy, the conſtant 
nt of fin, and the forerunner of death; unto whom 
is reſerved the blackneſs and darkneſs of his dreadful 
ſtate, during the innumerable ages of eternity. 
Let the ſecure take heed that he ſtands faſt, and let 
the beguiling ſon of fraud know, that the mockery of 
his cunning is to none more dangerous and deſtruftive 
than to his own wretched ſou], who muſt for ever mourn 
the folly of a wicked and unthinking mouldering taber- 
nacle that is compoſed of duſt and aſhes, made-up of 
ſuch periſhing materials as to be only.the tenement of a 
day—a mere pee ſhadow—a ſpan of no conti- 
nuance, but to fall into corruption from whence it had 
its original; for man is produced from duſt, therefore 


to duſt ſhall be return.—Wherefore all the railing for 


worldly grandeur and oſtentatious pomp? The rank of 
title, the empty vaunts of ſimple mortals, but a day of 
childiſh toys that ſecures no laſting peace, no profitable 
hold whereto ＋ can reſort in the hour of bia 
trying time of danger, when the and grim · viſag d 
King of terrors flides back the — — the 
hour already run down; 'tis now the condemn'd 
mortal, 'whoſe doom is announc'd, will frankly 


that 


rpetual record ; otherwiſe 


own, 
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that in the croud of flatterers who were wont to fain 
ind raiſe monuments of immortal infallibility in their 
adulatory encomiums, there were none honeſt nor ſin- 
cere who pofſels'd unadorn'd truth, for all their mock 
reſpe& is now upon the eve of dark oblivion, never to 
be again remembered, 
Alas! the compliment of my lord, his grace, or even 
- majeſty itſelf, is of no avail; for the fleeting ſoul diſ- 
embodied, and now diſencumbered with groſſer matter, 
is ready to appear naked before the eyes of its original 
ſource; the fountain of life, even the father of ſpirits, 
whoſe it is to reward the immortal part, as in its days 
of probation in a ſublunary and tranſitory dwelling in 
the fleſh it doth merit as the product of its meaſured 
ſpan of time. | # 
Behold miriads of angels preſent all in waiting, reagy 
to accompliſh the order of the Deity ! Think, O my foul, 
upon thy ſtate; art thou ready to be call'd to-night unto 
the dreadful hour of divine inſpection? 
Thus, in ſome meaſure, was the ſoliloquy of Cain, 
_ as Mahala entered his tent, with a countenance differ- 
ent from what ſhe heretofore had afſum'd fince their 
departure from the fertile plains of Salem, where ſhe 
was wont to accept the chaſte embrace of gentle Abel; 
for although Cain had no idea of the rank or diſtinc- 
tions of future ages, yet he had a lively ſenſe of the 
frailty of the fleſh, and of the doom pronounced 
againſt the life of man; therefore were his cogitative fa- 
culties buſied upon the ſtate of mortal uncertainty, 
as alſo that of the. certainty of life immortal; for of 
thoſe particular matters had he heard his parents fre- 
quently converſe, who had at an early period inculcated - 
precepts of practical application into him. 
He was in his contemplative parts 5 more ſub- 
lime than our degenerate days will give us ſcope of ima- 
ginat ion, which no doubt made his conceptive proper- 
ties more fully charged with untainted breathings of 
ſceptic doctrine, than our poliſh of religious days can 
pretend to; for he was 2 with the ſtate of w—_ 
2 Tz 
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dark account with the great author of his being, and 
was in full conſeſſion unto the Deity, giving evidence 
againſt his deeds, as Mabala entered. y reed 
No ſooner had Mahala given him the morn ſalute, 
han ſhe entertain'd him with the viſions of her. 

am convinc'd (ſaid ſhe) that ſtill doth part of our 
offspring live whom we had ſuppos'd devour'd of the 
voracious animals in the wood, when in our journey 
from Salem hit ber. And then with a long detail of par. 
ticulars, ſhe yarrated the facts ſhe judg'd would vorro- 
borate the circumſtances of her aſſertions; to which 
Cain paid due attention. n 18 
Aſter various inferences drawn by eitber, the zeſvlt 
whereof was thus concluded: —that in a future day, 
they would together viſit the land - of their nativity 
and exchange forgiveneſs and pardon with the firſt 
created of men, his partner, and their offspring then 
rcfident there—alluding to Adam, Eve, Thirza, as 
alſo others who were their bretbreo, that ſince their 

rtyre might have been riſen up to mature eſtate. 


This conclufion drawn, as the ultimatum of their 


intentions, Cain and Mahala were now determin'd on 
the errand to return once more to Salem, but not to 
remain, and only. as ſojourners in the land, pay the- 


viſit thither. | 


„ 


NOW it was that Cain began to ſeek for a ſpot oſ 
inheritage to ſettle the poſterity of bis progeny ; and to 
that intent had ſelected the riſing mounts of ſeven gently: 
ſwelling bills that grac'd the midland plain, | 

Enoch, now grown up to man's eſtate, bis father 
gave unto him three of bis daughters to be his wiyes, 
Which he took unto him and rais'd up @ name unto bis 


* father; therefore was Cain rejoic'd, and call'd the city 


which he had rais'd in ſome part, to-be finiſh'd only-by 


the riſing generations of his offspring, after the name 
of his {op, ſo that it was afterwards known — 


vile, (Zillah) was born Jubal, the author of 


ings he wiſh'd to be completed, as 
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name of the city of Enoch, or nn 
deluge. 

This was a male that was born unto Enoch of his 
wife Camuelah, the firſt-born female in the land of 
Nod; therefore was an indulgence given that ſne might 
name the ſon (he was grac'd with as the firſt fruits in 
the land of her nativity; and the child was called Irad, 
ſignifying the firſt ung a; 

From whom ſprun t vation; as Mehujael, the | 
ſon of Irad, was the facher of Methuſael, of whom 
Lamech was born, whoſe wives were Adah and Zillah. 
The firſt produced Jabal, the father of thoſe who poſ- 
ſeſſed 2 and maintained their nation in a continual 


camp; and unto-ber who was the ſecond, or laſt taken 


for he was the firſt who taught muſic unto his children; 
from whom ſprung the ſcience; fo that all nations 
afterwards were —— with their dexterity in that art 
of harmonious ſounds, called muſic. 

Alſo unto Zillah was born Tubal-Cain, the firſt who 
wrought as an artificer in braſs, iron, and wood, where- 
by carv'd and molten images were engrav'd. —Hence 
idols were invented. This was him of whom the anci- 
ent writers report, that Lamech was by far more guilty 
than his grandfire Cain, for he flew his brethren to 4n- 
berit their poſſeſſions; but for the ſoulneſs of his crimes 
he found not a to repent, therefore was he mark d 
with the dreadful aſpe& of Cain; for to him had terror 
and wild diſmay painted his countenance with tear, fo 
that none could look upon him without admiration, 
and being fully convinced he was the wretched man 
who bad f ſhedri inocent blood. 

Cain having a. length finiſh'd as much of the city of 
Enoch as he zudg'd would be neceſſary for his y 
during his own life, and made outlines of thoſe build- 
in courſe ſhould be 
wanted as they increas'd ia number. To the 
cuſtoms of this city, the founder had ordain'd _ 
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laws as he conceiv'd would be moſt ſalutary for their 
internal ſafety and united benefit. | | 

But what avails man's ſtatutes and compulſory laws, 
where the divine precepts have not been the fundamen- 
tal maxims of its ſtructure? Like to the inexperienc'd 
ſeaman, who reſts himſelf on ſhore within the track of 
the flowing tide, and in his filent ſlumbers of fond in- 
dulging dreams, awakes in frightful ſurprize to find the 
flood affails him on every fide, and ſees no method of 
eſcape, and in his vain exertions finks beneath the ſurf. 
ing wave, fo were the edits of Cain compos'd, with a 
tender regard of mutual intereft and brotherly love, 
with affectionate regard for parents, and a tenderneſs 


for children; yet were no commandment given to fear 


and ſerve the Lord, nor rules of conduct in that reſpect, 
which aroſe from the want of talents to effect that work, 
and plainly ſhew'd the Lord was not with thoſe who 
were to occupy therein, 9 Wort” 

Many were the attempts of Cain to inſtil knowledge 


and reſpectful awe of the ſupreme within the growing 


faculties, of his ſon and daughters, as alſo of their off- 
ſpring; but in this he fail'd; for they were now become 
2 headſtrong race: nor were they longer ſubject to the 
maternal regard and kind admonitions of their mother, 
Cain was now ſenſible that the new ſettlement allotted 
to his offspring would be in time a city of idolatry and 
wickedneſs; for many eſtrang'd notions, from the doc- 
trine of him and of his enlightened ſpouſe, which were 
rded as fables and themſelves as fabuliſts, were 
broach'd as orthodox, to be by their reſpective relatives 
attended tot nor were the hoſt of Heaven exempted 
from their evil doctrine, ſo much were they prone to ſtir 
up the wrath of Heaven to bring them to deſtruction. 
In this falling off was the now penitent manſlayer 
convinc'd the viſitation of wrath which hung upon bis 
head was now tranſplanted and tranſpoſed with his off- 
ſpring to increaſe in abundance:—nor was Mahala leſs 
convinc'd; yet ſhe wanted knowledge of the actions of 


her.houſchold to be acquainted with their perverſenels; 
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nor did ſhe ſuppoſe their evil ſuggeſtions and inventions 
could deviſe ſo many parts of 1dolatry as thoſe they 
practiſed. And as they daily encreas'd in firengt 
and years, ſo were their various ſchemes of iniquity 
magnified, ==» 2 Ll, "PAY 
Mahal being reſolv'd to viſit her native land of Sa- 
lem, reminded Cain of his promiſe; to which he, 
with becoming regard, gave attention. They there- 
fore begun to adjuſt their houſehold ere they departed 


Cain, with a parental” tenderneſs, ſummoned all his 
offspring to hear his words; which they, with ſome en- 
treaty, attended to hear. Ea, DCIS BICE, 

Now being ſeated on a raiſed ſcaffold, with a folemn © 
and manly aſpect, he entreated them, who were his 
children and his auditors, to hear with patience the 
whole of his diſcourſe, and to be edified thereby; for 
| unto them would advice be ſhortly wanting; and by 
due reſpe& unto his words, perhaps they might for the 
moſt part avoid the temptor's ſnare, who was now be- 
come a lion in his way, who fear'd his ſtrength, yet 
waited to conquer the tender ſhoots of his inexperien- 
ced progeny ; and thrice calling aloud unto the aflem- 
diy, be begged them to be ſilent whilſt he talk'd unto 
them for their edification; and with a ſolemn air he 
thus degan: „ 

O my tender children, in the ſubtilty of the enemy 
of your ſouls; little are you acquainted; which to guard 
againſt I ſhall briefly relate unto you the remaining part 
ot the experience of my days, with an hiſtory of thoſe 
tranſactions which the remembrance of, ſtill weighs dowa 
my foul into the duſt; for with a bitterneſs ot anguiſh 
do | feel the pangs that ariſe in my breaſt by reaſon of 
the indiſcretion of my youth. Formerly I related the 
particulars of the creation of my- parents unto you 
which you ſeem'd to attend to with becoming reſpect 
and awful attention; but then 1 left untold the cauſe 
of my journeying to this diſtant land. And-now bs in- 
form'd, 0 my children, that diſobedience and regard- 


les, 
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leſs attention to my parents commands, were the firft 
you to thoſe woes ug gave riſe-to all _ trouble, 
My parents were equally attach'd to the reſpective 

ſons of their family; yet I ſaw with, ae di 
and envy a partial kindneſs towards my only brother, 
and by degrees: was: wrought to feek his-life, as the only 
means to eſtabliſn my peace; ſo artfully had the fiend 
deceiyed me to perpetrate the horrid deed of flaying 
brother, for which cauſe 1 hither fled. Here the w 
aſſemby were mov'd with indignation againſt their pa- 
rent; and ſhew'd their diflike to his conduct; but not 


| 1 ſort as to 3 into exertiom 
for his ſafety. However, after ſome clamour of dif 

content, the noiſe ſubſided, and he thus continued: 
Tes, my children, 1 was guilty of murder; even of 
ſratrioide 3 and was further tempted to add crimes equal. 

| ly atrocious, but was reſtrained through the goodneſ of 

our Creator. So now-enforce this precept, that none ai 
you be doubtful of parental tenderneſs, nor urge for 
partial ef: above thy brethren, © © 
It wo 


1 little avail unto, your government and di- 
rection to be acquainted minutely with my temptati- 
ons; but in my precepts may you, through grace, find 
ſome guidance when 1 am'remov'd. far from hence, of 
am mingled with my native duſt; for unto that condi- 
tion muſt we all return. | vo 
In yout youthful 'defixes you may be- inclined to in- 
dulge your appetites, but be always under reſtraint by 
your reaſonable faculties to - curb thoſe paſſions that 
would put you under ſubjection; for, of all others, 
thoſe ate the moſt Had | been under thoſe 
circumſpect rules, 1 ſhould not have been an. outcaſt 
from my-native;.land,  - .. | 
Lagain intreat you to avoid thoſe looſe: deſires that 
may endanger your liberty; and in your joining toge- 
ther, be faithful unto. each other; and as ſoon as:your 
ſeed ſhall be increaſed, let no nigh kindred be ſeen to 
meet in the ſolemnity of huſband and wife, but get 
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extend. F o 13 * : | JD 16 2 10 
Here Cain added various precepts and, e 
O 


advice in his rules and maxims in the orderly conduct 


his offspring, which took him many hours in the ſerious 
narration, admonitions, and councills. 
However, upon concluding his diſcourſe be found 
many diffatjsfied ; whillt others were refraftory, and 
diſregarded the words of the narrative, or of his moſt 
wholeſome councils, or of the. wiſdom which, by his 


185 and long experience, he was capable to utter, in 


is remarks upon various parts and particular paſſag 
of his ſubject, yet he found but few. inclined to adopt 


any of his maxims, and fewer ſtill ſeemed to give gte: 


dence to the words of his laws, but were directed ſolely 


by their, carnal nunds.. ....- cu toi ti anda 
Thus Cain endeavour'd to inculcate the ſeeds of grace 

within the tiſing plants of his production, but with what 

ſucceſs we ſhall not pretend to recount, as in this regar 


be ſell within the error of his improper indulgence to his 


ſon Enoch and his daughters, who were now all become 
the wives of this reſtive ſon of Cain. 

To ſet bounds unto the unſettled ſit uation of the 
roaring billows, might be with equal ſucceſs attempted 
as to guard againſt the exceſſes of Enoch's ſons and 
daughters, who were with their father heedleſs of the 
commands or injunctions of parentage, therefore ſlight- 
A all the words tbat were, with a fond regard 
or their welfare, ſo laboriouſly aimed to render wy 
ſervice by their common father, Cain, ere he ſet forward 
for the land of Salem; and more particularly, diſſatis- 
faction aroſe upon the diſcloſure of Mahala's fond ſug- 
geſtion of her children that were born there, being ſtill 
alive, and that her defire was to add them and their 


- 


_ Increaſe, if providence had fo decreed that they were 


Eill alive, and ſhould be found of her. 
| Murmuriogs and diſcord enſued on hearing of this 
news; for no roots of kind and tender aſſection or bros. 
therly love gtew up with this ſeed which ſprung up in the 

7 5 land 
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Mund of Nod, ſot unto all was the diabolical principle 
of covetouſaeſs and ſelfiſh inclinations to protract he 
Te: or progreſs of the welfare of ſtrangers, or even of 
e "neareſt affinity, if their reſpective intereſts claſh'd 
with that of thoſe they ſuppoſed to be within the orbit 
of their circumſcription. © ot 
Such were the natural endowments of race of Cain, 
who were partakers in multiplied degrees of their father's 
tufſe, although he found grace to repent of his fall; 
5 f wo deſcendints 00 not eſcape the contagion, 
4% lions of the foreſt, to deſtroy the 
ey "cs , and prevent the well: doing of all others 
who re cned to lives of leſs vicious exploits than 
theinſelves. 
In fine, Cain and Mahala were reduced to ſtraits ert 
th 2 with any decorum, appeaſe the tumult of 
their offspring in Nod, tad, ot et them to comply with their 
legend 6 viſiting the land of Salem. 
"However, after folema proteſtations on the part of 
Cuin and Mahala, that none of their offspring, born 
in Salem, ſhould be convey'd to Nod on their return, 
but ſhould ſojourn there, and come thither again with- 
out Fl increaſe or addition in their family, 

Having now adjuſted the feveral matters that were 
found neceſfary previous to their departure, early upon 
the firſt day of the week did Cain and Mahala begin 

heir journey towards the land of Salem, and were 
olely grieved to ſee their numerous family acting only 
2 mA. e over them, by enjoining under penalties, 
to act according to their directions, and to find that 
no trace of filial duty was in their compoſition. 
Having directed their courſe to the cloſe-tufted foreſt, 

they entered the confines of the diſmal dwellings of all 
the fierce quadrupeds, yet with an aſſurance of God's 
grace and favour they travel d onward; with hearts 
to Heaven to implore a continuance of that bleſſing, 
they continued their journey through the tracklels de- 
farts and lowly” waſtes of unknown nn.” 
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E propitious, O ye powers divine l, unto all chaſe 
who by their truth in ſeeking for the bleſſing of 4 
ſetene conſcience, ſhall tread the paths of religious hu- 
mility, who vaunteth not herſelf, and, is not puff d up 
with the emptineſs of vanity, whoſe ſwelling words are 
but as a blaſt of wind never to be relied on. Be kind 
ye celeſtial, miniſters unto all your care on this terra- 
queous ſphere; let not thy charge be forſaken, O bleſs d 
ſpirit, in that he ſtumbleth from thy direction; he thou 
kind and indulgent, nor report aught in thy paſſio 
that may appear in the records of the laſt —— 
thy pupil, whereby his account may appear unſettled, 
and tbe balance not in his favour. PEROT” 0 
From the wicked no good proceedeth, nor can the 
bitters ſend forth ſweetneſs. Shall the raven be held in 
eſtimation with the dove? or will the wolf be accept 
of as the lamb? lurely none of thoſe things can come 
to paſs therefore, why is the known poſition of man's 
knowledge blindly look'd igto? for unto men are the 
trealures of the earth revealed; elſe, whence the prov 
greſs of brethren in human knowledge proportion d in 
. acquiſition unto the labour of the ſtudent in thoſe arts 
they would be proficients in? ſo that woto all are the 
Ä 2 
precepts of wiſdom and the practice of virtue ; to ſhun 
vice and to abſtain from folly ; yet the inherent nature of 
frail man is guided by his appetites, and he is a ſlave ung 
to his ſins, his Errors, and his paſſions, S011 4956 ein 
As the tree 1s known by its fruits, whether good 9 
eyil, ſo are the offspring of the good and evil wan dife 
tinguiſh'd ; for unto the former, the favour ſhewn unt 
the parent is not forgotten in the child; but in the lat: 
ter, the wrath kindled againſt the father continues tg 
blaze in oppoſition to the ſon; for. of the father's ij 
quities which he hath * ſhall the ſon's viſita» 
2 tions 
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tions be in recompence ; ſo that juſtice ſhall be ſatisſy d 
in ſuch generations. my of ; 
Then it is no matter of ſurprize to find the evil ſeed 
performing evil deeds, for in the days of groſs imagina- 
tons and A bitterneſs of heart were the children of Cain 
begotten, nor did return with all his heart unto his 
maker until a latter period; hence it may be inferred, 
this generation were inheritors of their father's curſe, 
which to themſelves, by evil works, they greatly magni- 
fied, and had a manifold increaſe. 
The children of Salem were now riſen at early dawn, 
dere the grey mantle of the rufſet morn had been put 
off, when Aurora and Tithonis were preparing their 
zurple robes and bluſhing coifs to celebrate the roſy 
aprance of the ſweet ſcented breathings of Nature's 
une x hauſted ſtores, in flow'ry meads and bloſſoming 
bowers of variegated hues, to prepare the ſacrifices of 
the annual commencement of Adam's covenant with 
the Great Supreme, as an atonement for the fins of his 
n e 
In commemorating this anniverſary feaſl, Adam al- 
ways, with due reverence, aſſiſted. About the time of 
Sols aſcenſion from his watery bed of nocturnal repoſe, 
within the oriental-circle of eaſtern longitude's proves 
extent, wherein the luminary of day trims his Jampto 


give light and heat unto the world of living creatures, + 


who only exift through ſuch daily refreſhments, and 
are cheefid n effects, did the ſather of men 
come forth m his cottage unto the vaſt plain of Sa- 
lem's extended borders; and perceiving that his offspring 
were, with a becoming and zealous piety, attentive 10 
make ready the altars with the ſacrifices” according to 
their numbers and reſpective genealogies. None were 
more diligentiy employ'd than Seth, who now was 
grown a man of mature years, and unto whom was 
born a numerous offspring: Thirza was alſo attendant 
vn the preparation, and hail'd the preſence of her father. 
To thee, ſaid ſhe,” I bow iny knee, O my father! . 
er renn e 
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fareſt thou, my parent, and how doth my mother retain 
her health ? * 11 | 
Adam embrac'd his daughter and reply'd, my child, 
| would ſay well, but thy mother's ſtate forbids me to 
include her with myſelf, for ſhe has ſpent a night of un- 
eaſineſs about thy elder brother and thy elder ſiſter, Cain 
and Mahala ; but why ſhe is thus oppreſs'd, ſeems to 
me quite ſtrange. As ſhe is acquainted already with 
God's command as to their ſituation being a ſecret to 
us, and that we are forbid to pry into it, yet ſhe 
ſeems confident of being ſeen of them within this 
Ab, my father, ſaid Thirza, my mind has been like 
to my mother's, ſo agitated in my ſleep, that my loving 
ſoouſe, the tender partner of my boſom, was in ſorrow 
fr my ſtate of health, and would not have come hi- 
ther unleſs I was able to bear him company, for of ſuch 
fantaſtic flights were my ſenſes alſo perſuaded; Seth 
now drew near; and with reverence bow'd unto Adam 
to receive his father's blefling ; when Adam received 
him in his arms, and with all the expreſſions of fatis- 
action, reſulting from piety and love, gave the ſon his 
benediction. My deareſt wife, ſaid Seth to Thirza, 
whither art thou going from my preſence? ſurely no 
ſudden illneſs hath attack'd thy lovely perſon! ſpeak, 
my belov'd, nor let me fink under my ſuſpence; for - 
my loul ſtarts back at the idea of any danger that can 
affect thee Not ſo, my deareſt huſband, cry'd Thirza, 
I'm not with ilineſs (I thank the Supreme) afflicted, 
nor is evil inflited on me, but I haſte to ſalute my mo- 
ther, and pay her my morning duty; and if thy com- 
miſſion's given, I ſhall include thy reſpect ful duty alſo. | 
Yes, my belov'd, reply'd Seth; let my reverence be 
attendant with thine on our mother, and tell her, that 
by the prophetic viſitation that at 'times falls on me, 
that in my heart I have ſeen Cain and Mahala come 
forth from the land of Nod, where they and their off- 
(pring have become a nation, and in future ages ſhall _ 
be call'd the land of Canaan, deriving its name from -. 


— 
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our brother; altbough at that period none of his po. 
terity ſnall inherit the earth, yet ſnall a people of inav- 
merable count ſucceed them in that land, who ſhall 
ſpring: from Cainan, or the ſecond Cain, who ſhall allo 
bear his curſe; and his poſterity (ball be called Canaan- 
ites, who ſhall feel rods of iron and-ſhackles of brats, 
and be in a ſullneſs of time extirpated from off the face | 
of the earth, and be driven into ag heap of dult, there 
to remain, until the d of wrath, when mortality Ie- 
ceives eternal life. - 

Seth ceas'd to ſpeak ; and Eliel 450 Johah, the.ſons 
of Cain before the curſe, (who were of Thirza's'/houlehold; 
and acknowledg'd by ber as the children of her boſom) 
were come up with their wies, the other two daughters 
of Cain, Jemuna and Halilah, the children found by, 
Adam in tbe land of Zaara; theſe adopted chiidren of 
Thirza, with becoming reverence, enquir'd the cauſe of 
her unealy hurry towards the cottage af their grand- 
mother?—Thirza readily: explain'd ber uneaſineis, of 
mind, and then with a fervent prayer invoked the Deity 
in behalf of her abſent relatives; the pious children all 
joined in her zeal and warmth of devotion; but ere ſhe 
had remov'd berſelf from the preſent poſture, ber mo- 
tber, Eve, came forth in ſeeming baby and in an un- 

rulfled ſtate. 12 

All bail our mother! s numerous offepriog-- 
be propitious, O thou Dwinity unte iheſe our parents, 
and 15 their days be many, and their-years erown'd 
with the calmneſs and the ſerenity of an even mind, but 
only known to tranquil bours-!- 'Thirza then, with her 
uſual tenderneſs and duty, embrac'd-ber mother; when 
Eve gave {alutation unto her and all her children, and 
bleſs d them before the throne of Heaven, and invok d 
the care of the Moſt, High to watch g'er; their ways, 
to ſecure them from peril and danger both in body and 
ſpirit ; ; and then with a benigntty of aſpect i her down 
upon a bed of fragrant flow 'rs that now had op d. 0 
ſalute the morning lun: and in the company "of het 
daughters waited to fee the performance of the holy 
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rites, to keep in remembrance the bleflings of the Moſt 
High. 

Bet. Thirza was not wanting in ſneak ing 
the words of her own vifion, as alſo the pro 
of Seth concerning Cain, to which Eve was all at- 
tention. 

The ceremonial of the rites divine were ſcare 
fniſh'd, when afar off on the point o'er which the ſun 
was in his path travelling towards the weſt, but was 
= within the ſouth-eaſt diviſion, nor within feveral 

ces of his perpendicular height, therefore bore an 
4 ern view by ſouth from the plain of ſacrifice, the 
weari'd fon and daughter of Adam were ſeen marching 
flowly towards their parents and brethren. 

The ſons and daughters of Cain and Mahala, by 
Adam's command, ſet forward with the numerous 
train of their ofroring to meet with welcome the re- 
turning pair, who were happy to obey the immediate 
ſummons on ſuch an extraordinary occaſion. 

Eliel, Joſiab, Jemuna and Halilab, ran with ſpeed 
to receive” the bleſſings of their parents; which the 
parents, alt wearr'd with fatigue, readily granted, 
and embra&ed them with tears of joy, affection, love 
and tenderneſs, and then gave thanks unto the Lord. 

Being advanc'd unto the plain. Adam and Eve haſtily 
attended the coming of their children, ſeeing they were 
flow of foot th the toil of many days, and with 
parental kindneſs bleſs'd them both; nor was there any 
thing want) ro make this interview affecting. for Cain 
was in all the prodigal returned; he was con- 
vinc'd, and under the moſt true repentance for his 
former deeds; and on his Knees, with humility of heart, 
begg d forgiveneſd not only of Adam, Eve, and Thirza, 
but from all his Kindred; and then embrac'd each with | 
true affection, duty, love; and tenderneſs, | : 

Mahala follow'd her buſband in embracing her rel 
tives; and ending the ſalute retired with her parents, 
tended by her huſband, being thither accompan'd oy 

Biel, Jobab, Jemuna, and Halilah. | 

Refreſh- 
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Refreſhments being had, the family ſeated at eaſe, 
Cain and Mahala gave an hiſtory of their tranſactiom, 
and the occurrences and vicifſitudes that had taken place 
fince their departure out of the land ; and particularly 
dwelt upon the heart-breaking recollection of the dil- 
obedience and undutifulneis of their poſterity reſident 
in Nod, and the little hope they entertained of their 
reformation from the evil of their ways, notwithſtand- 
ing their joint attention to inculcate precepts of filial 
duty and piety in their growing years, and early inftruc- 
tion towards edification. 1 © 

As ſoon as Cain ceas'd to ſpeak, he felt a tremor all 
over his perſon, and a. debility in ſtrength, inſomuch 
that he was incapable to riſe without aſſiſtance; but 
this ſudden illneſs was look'd upon as no other than 
that proceeding from fatigue, therefore he was convey'd 
to bed, "IP = it i 
The priſoner who is conſcious that his crimes deſerve 
the puniſhments his moſt ſevere ſentence camuatlid, 
and when under the order of execution as a maleſactot, 
endeavours to perſuade his conſcience to, be friends, 
and to invite thole comforts that lie beyond the grave, 
and are within the receptacles of atonement which 
muſt neceſſarily be ſought for on the demiſe of his body, 
which is the only bequeſt that mortal part, or external 
man can give to the immortal part, or internal man 
(the ſoul), and with reſignation awaits the hour ap- 
pointed to call him to pay the debt of nature with that 
of his atonement for his guilt, ſo were the, thoughts ol 
Cain occupied; for be expected the viſitation of juſtice, 
and he was certain of his deſerts being only to be thoſe 
where evil was to be requited; and as be had ſhortened 
the days of his righteous brother, he was certain juſtice 
would not ſleep to let him enjoy a long day, if his par- 
don was ſealed in the realms above. | 
The night pals'd without any dangerous ſymptoms; 
but the enſuing day bore evident marks and certail 
ſigns of decaying nature; his reſpiration was with dif 
ficulty, his pulſe in unequal meaſure, his limbs * 
18 | tts 
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trafted in their joints, his head and beat! 


2 Cain 'w attended by the hand and. ib 
ever faithful and Deine wife; the 25 6 
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heat and pat, and his whole frame diſbi 
ingly, and ſenfible of ficknefs in the extietne, 


gen. of his within her boſom, - Peg: 


| 7 10 4 N Seth, Eliel Jokab; word 


Halilah, and all their offspring were in tears for the 
ſudden ficknels of Cain, and on their faces proſtrate 
before Heaven intreated the Moſt High to reſtore: their 
beloved, loſt, yet now return'd prodigal, to health and 
peacr. But as they cry d aloud 2 the- Lord, 


Cain, with a ſtrength 3 to him before, aroſe 


from his bed, and then falling on his knees before the 


_ Great Creator of his ſoul, thus exclaim'd—  - 


I thank thee, © metciful God, that thou baſt hats 
ſal· d uto me a time of humiliation and repentante of 


my ſins, whereby | have a lively hope i in thy merey to 


patdon my tranſgreſſions, and to receive me inte thy 
preſence without ſtain or blemiſh to pollute #4 
thy holy ſanctuury. Grant I beſeech thee, O Eb 
that in this day of my diffolution I may be able te _ 
ahgn unto all thoſe my kindred here preſent; that Tam 
accepted of thee, and that the repentant finner may 
bave- hope in that honr he departs from his iniquities, 
and that he may expect a day of acceptance to ed 
mence from that conjuncture, and that he may 
to look up to the throne of thy mercy for to c 
tine, and laſtly conclude the work of his ſalvation! 1 
the end that be may live and not die — to be thy child 
and heir, and not thy foe and outcaſt—this I beſecch 

thee' to grant, if it be thy divine pleaſure, ſo thut? 
may at my death leave an example to my poſterity 
which my ſingular caſe of malefuction ſhall convince 


them there is no crime e 21 gh Pry 


be pardoned. | 
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Cain aroſe from his knees and laid him down again 
NO By bed; then calling for a turtle dove, command- 
ed it to be made ready, and offered as à peace offeri 
in the fight of his relations, which was conſumed with 
"glorious marks of acceptance before the Lord, to the 
unſpeakable joy of Mabala, his parents, children and 
. brethren; after which he embraced them each with 
tenderneſs and affection; then taking his belov'd wile 
by the hand, he thus ſpoke: My belov'd and tender 
wife; I'am now going to eternal reſt, and ſhall preſently 
receive the welcome of myriads of the glorious hoſts of 
angels, and exchange embrace with my dear brother 
Abel. Know, therefore, that grief for my deceaſe will 
be no ſervice to my clay, but only hurt thy compoſi- 
tion; and as thy eyes have beheld my ſalvation through 
hope, faith, and love, let me be had in remembrance as 
thy friend gone before thee to the banquet, and reſt with 
content; and be it thy only care to follow me whither 
the Lord hath called me; for through my fins are my 
days ſhortened, yet this act of juſtice of the Lord's 1s 
my eternal gain, and in all ſinners“ caſes will this max- 
im of the Moſt High be always attended to. Our 
children in Nod leave to the direction of Heaven 
Remain in Salem. Our parents. will adviſe thee—lo 
farewel, until we meet in the world of happiness. 
On ſo ſaying, he drew up his knees in the bed, and 


expired without a groan. A 
Notwithſtanding Cain's admonition in his tenderneſs 
and love to his ſpouſe to refrain from immoderate grief 
as one having no hope, yet ſhe could not avoid the im- 
peeps of nature, but wept in bitterneſs for her departed 
uſband ; nor were the whole afſembly without grief on 
the occaſion. 4 an 
Eve particularly was next in ſorrow unto her daugh- 
ter Mahala, as ſhe conſidered the works of her evil hout 
in bringing fin and death into the world by her tranſ- 
greſſions, and ſaw her firſt-born a prey to thoſe corrup- 
tions ſhe had inſtituted, therefore was ſhe grieved the 
more, inaſmuch as ſhe had no abettor, but brought 
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her huſband into the culpability of her 'tranſgfeſfion, . - 
which was to'fall on all her poſterity, and ſhould only - 
be redeemed through her ſeed, which God bad pro- 

1 's | „ N e 3 
miſed in Eden. ii 1 azar? 
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CONCLUSION. 


THE body of Cain was the following day remoy'd 
from the place of his deceaſe, and with a becomin 
ſolemnity interred beſide that of his brother Abel. 
Thus were the remains of the two firſt - born of men 
incorporated with the earth for the appeaſing of that 
new appointed ſovereign, of human life, that king of 
terrors, Death; for as he had abſolute dominion, he 
ave Sin an invitation, through the medium of the 
ther of lies, the old ſerpent who beguiled the inha- 
bitants of Paradiſe, conſequently their. frail offspring 
were liable to his attacks. I 
Mabala was reſtrained by the council of her parents 
to remain in Salem, and was bleſt in her children there; 
and to the end of her life enjoy'd, the grace and loving 


Z 


kindneſs of the Moſt High. ! 28) 44 1:43 © 1493 © 2.3316 #6 
The children of Nod were the perverſe generation the 
holy ſeriptures mention; for hoſe account the world 
Was deſtroyod by-a y deluges and only the ſerd of Seth 
preſeryed: id N ab. d *-.26W 1 110 Angus an 
From this example tis hop'dithe acting agents of 
ſin, and the corrupt in mind, will be convinc'd that 
this life is but a probationary ſtate, and agreeable to the 
race they run here, the ſame rewards and puniſhments 
will be given as their works in the fleſh deſerve; whe- 
ther by repentance they inſure the former, or by negli- 
gence they receive the latter. As the time is precious, it be- 
hoves the tranſgreſſor to fedeem it, and work while the day 
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renaming for. 1 2 the night no man can work ; „ ſo that in, 
there is no repentance ; for og the uncer, 
SP a 2 


me-4nd repentance is the whole of an end 
eternity BY: Joy or ſorrow depending. O my brethre 
let no deceits binder your eternal happineſs, but be * 
unto ſalvation Amen. 


f 600 SAMARITAN. 


"ala 1 in 101 journey from jab 
Hate had the mysſarſyne to ſall into the Ma 
hg not contept 1 i bis money, 
peel bim of bis taiment, be a er in a deplorable 
per, anc left bim for dead. bile he core 
iſ ra le condition, FAY 70 incapable of afliſting 
9975 a certain prieſt ha married bn. to travel. the ſame 
«and when he law him, be paſſed by. on. the 
— _ And W a Leyite, ef was at the 
e;"cathe and looked on him, and paffed by on the 
other ſige. 1 80 little compaſſion had 23 miniſters of 
religion for brother in the moſt deplorable circym- 
ſtances of diſtreſs, that they) continued their journey, 
wit haut / offering 10 aſſiſt ſo miſerable an object, not- 
withſtanding: Wer ſacred charadtem obliged them 10 
perform on every. occaſion, the tender ffioes of charity 
and compaſſion. It was a brother) \Gefechdant” of 
| Abrabaw in diſtreß; and therefore, thole þypoentes 
could. offer ao reaſops to; palliate their iobumanity, 
Their Honey hearts, could; behold the affecting object of 
0 nee Iſtaglite, lying in the road, naked and 
a eee aeg de 4 ablecledd wid 
iar den ul 727 
hows 1475 teachers. of raligian were hypocrites 


2222 deſtitute of, 1 charity, compaſſon 
zlowed-in the heart of a. ritan, who, coming 15 
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the ſpot where this helpleſs object lay, ran to him: and: 
though he found bim to be a perſan of a diſferent na- 
tion, and one who profeſſed a religion oppoſite: to hi 
own, yet the hatred which had been inſtilled into his 
ming from his earlieſt years, and every 2 
from the animoſity ſubſiſting between the Jews and Sar 
maritans, were immediately filenced by the tender ſenſa- 
tion of pity, awakened by the ſight of ſuch complicate 
ed diſtreſs; bjs/bowels yearngd towards the miſerable 
object; though a Jew, he:flew-t0rhim, and afified him 
in the moſ} tender manner, ': 1;/1 ; 1 ian 2d 1, 
It vas the cuſtom in theſe eaſtern counties. for travel · 
lers ta carry their proviſions with them ; ſo that this 
compaſſionata Samaritan was enabled, though in the 
deſert, to give the wounded man a little wine to reauit 
his ſpirits. He alſo bound up his wounds, pouring into 
them wine and' oil, placed him on his own beaſt, and 
walked himſelf on foot to ſupport him. In this man- 
ner he conducted him to an inn, toak care of bim durw 
ing the night ; and in the morning when huſineſs called 
bim to purſue e recommended him to the 
care of the hoſt, left what money hg could fpare, and 
defired that nothing might be denied bim; for whate 
ever was expended he would repay at his return. 


we 


Having finiſhed the parable, Jefus turned himſelf'to. 
the lawyer, and aſked him, PET vat f theje tires, 


thinkeft thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the 
theves? The lawyer, ſtruck with the truth and evi- 
dence of the caſe, replied, without the leaſt heſitation, 
He that ſhewed mercy en him. Upon which Jeſus repli- 
ed, Go, and do thou likewiſe." Perform all the good 
actions in thy powery extend thy kindneſs to every one 
who ſtands in need of thy aſſiſſanee, whether he be an 
Uraelite, an Heathen, or a Samaritan. Conſider every 
man as thy neighbour in reſpe& to works of charity, 
and make no enquiry with regard to his country or reli- 
gion, but only with regard to his circumſtances, - 
On examination of the particulars of this beautiful 
parable, we ſhall find that it is compoſed in the fineſt 


* 
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manner to work the conviction deſigned ; ſo that the 


lawyer,” however deſirous of conſidering thoſe of the 
with religion only as his neighbours, it was impoſh- 


conſidered the favours of a Samaritan as à more 
deteſtable 1 than the eating. ſwineꝰs fleſh; 

yet notwithſtanding this prepoſſeſſion, the lawyer was 
obliged to acknowledge that neither the prieſt, nor the 
Levite, but the travelling Samaritan,” by diſcharging 
the great office of humanity to the Jew in diſtreſs, was 
truly his neighbour ; that the like humanity was due 
from an Iſraelite to à Samaritan in the like diſtreſſed 
circumſtances ; and, conſequently; that men are neigh- 


bours, without any regard to en ane lan- 


guage,” or religion. 6 e 

Mankind are intimately cohnecked by their a 
wants, and their common weaknefles, - Providence has 
formed them in ſuch a manner, that they cannot ſubſiſt 
without the aſſiſtance of each other; and, conſequent · 
ly, the relation ſubſiſting between them is as extenſiſe 
as their natures, and their g . to aſſiſt each 
other by mutual good offices, 

of every individual. Our bleſſed Saviour has, there- 
fore, by this admirable parable, ſhewn that the heart 
5s the at of genuine grace, and that Me” or 
ot ever a OP TE ee, O93 B43 


for him to do it on this occaſion. - The Jews had | 


rong as the neceſſities 
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Eccleſiaſtes ix. 10. 


WV atfoever thy hand findetk to do, do it with thy might « 
for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wiſdom in the Grave whither thou goeft. 


HE mortality of man being the principal ſubje& of * 

Solomon in this Chapter, and obſervitg that wiſ- 
dom and piety exempt not men from death, be firſt 
hence infers, that God's /ove or hatred to one man above 
another, is not to be gathered by his dealing with them 
here, where a// things in the common courſe of provi- 
dence do come alike to all, The common fin bath intro- 
duced death as a common puniſiment, which levelleth all, 
and endeth all the contrivances, buſineſſes, and enjoy- 
ments of this life, to good and bad; and the diſcrimi- 
nating Juſtice is not ordinarily. manifeſted here: An 
Epicure or Infidel would think Solomon were here pleading. 
their unmanly impious cauſe: But it is not the ceſſation 
of the /ife, or operations, or enjoyments of the Soul that 
be is ſpeaking of, as if there were no life to come, or. 
the Soul of man were not immortal; But it js the ceſſa- 
lion of all the actions, and honours, and pleaſures of this 
le, which to good or bad ſhall. be no more. Here 
they have no more reward, the memory of them will be. 
here forgotten. They have no more a portion for ever. in. 
am thing that is done under the Sun, Ver. 5. 6. 


From 
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From thence he further inferreth, that the comforts 
of life are but ſhort and tranſitory, and therefore that 
what the creature can afford, mult be preſently taken: 
And as the wicked ſhalt have no more but preſent plea. 
ſures, ſo the faithful may take their lawful comforts in 
the preſent moderate uſe of creatures; For if their 

dclightful goodneſs be of right and uſe to any, it is to 
them: And therefore, though they may not uſe them 
to their hurt, to the pampering of their fleſh, and 
ſtrengthning their luſts, and hindering ſpiritual duties, 
benefits, and ſalvation, yet muſt they ſerve the Lord 
with joyfulneſs, and with g/adneſs of heart, for the abu. 
dance of all things, which he giveth them, Dew. xxviii. 3). 
Next he ach from the brevity of man's life, the 
Neceſiiy of ſpeed, and Diligence in his duty, And 
this: is in the words of my Text: Where you have, 
z, The duty commanded. 2. The reaſon or. Motive io en- 

rce it. 
\ The Dixy is in the firſt part, [/ Batſoever thy Hand 
nalen 10 ds} that is, whatever work is aſſigned thee 
God to do in this thy tranfitory life, [do it with ! 
might} (that is, 1. Sprediiy, without delay. 2. Diligetth; 
and as well as thou art able, and not with ſlothfulinels, 
or by the halves.) E335 1 

The Motive is in the latter part; [ Vor tiere is no wt 
tor device; nor knowledge, nor toiſdom in the Grave whithet 
tlas goeftÞ(that is, lt moſt be now or neuer: The Grave 
where thy work cannot he done, will quickly end thy 
opportunities) The Chaider Paraphraſe appropriates the 
ſenſe too narrowly- to 2w0rks of Charity, or Alnis ; ¶ whatſo- 
ever good and Almi. giving thou findeſt io do:] And the 
Moving Reaſon they read accordingly [ for nothing bit 
thy works of righteouſneſs and mercy follow thee; } But the 
words are more genetal, and the tenſe is obvious, con- 
tained in theſe t Wo Propoſitionss. | 
Doctr. 1. The work of this life cumot be done, whet 
this life is ended. Or, There is no working in the Grave, | 
to-whith we are all making hafte. e, 
Doctr. 2. Therefore while we have time, ue * 


= ” 
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e Conn ents Con. with. 
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*. While your candle a you may make uſe of 
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do our heff : or do the work of this preſent life with vigour 
and diligence. PE 4, z | 

It is from an unqueſtionable and commonly acknow- 
ledged truth, that Solomon here urgeth us to diligence in 
duty; and therefore to prove it would be but loſs of 


time. As there are 1200 worlds for man to live in, and ſo 


7 


two lives for man to live, ſo each of theſe /ives bath. ts 
peculiar employment. This is the life of preparation; The 


next is the litg of our reward or puniſhment : We are now 
but in the Womb of Eternity, and muſt live hereaſter in the 
open World, We are now but ſet to School to learn the 
work that we muſt do for ever. This is the time of our 


Apprenticeſhip ; we are learning the trade that we mult ius 


upon in Heaven. We run now, that we may then receive 


the Crown; we fight now, that we may then 1riumph in 
victory. The Grave hath no work, but Heaven hath 


work; and Hell hath ſuffering ; There is no Repentance unio 
life hereafter ; But there is Repentance unto torment, and 
to deſperation. There is no Believing of a Happineſs un- 
ſeen in order to the obtaining of it; or of a miſery unſeen 


in order to the eſcaping of it; nor believing in a Saviour in 


order to theſe endi: But there is the fruition of the Happi- 
neſs which was here believed; and feeling of the miſery 
that men would not. believe ; and ſuffering from Aim as a 
righteous Fudge, whom the rejected as a merciful Saviour, 
So that it is not all work that ceaſeth at our death: but 
only the work of this preſent life. 

of doing our Work when our Time is done, that was 
given us to do it in. If it can be done, it muſt be, 1. 
By the recalling of our Time. 2. By the return of life; 


3. Or, By opportunity in another life: But there is nja 


hope of any ot e,, | 3:3 

1, Who knoweth not that Time cannot be recalled t 
That which once was, will be no more. Yeſterday will 
neyer come again. To day is paſſing, and will not re- 
turn, You may work while it is day; but when you 
bave loſt that day, it will not return for you to work 


And indeed no reaſon can ſhe us the leaſt probability 5 


1 


* 
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its light, but when it is done, it is too late to uſe it. 
No torce of Medicine, no Orators' elegant perſuaſions, 
no worldlings' wealth, no Princes' power, can call back 
one day or hour of time. If they could, what endea- 
vours would there be uſed, when extremity bath tau 
them to value what they now deſpiſe? what chafferings 
would there be at /aft, if Time could be purchaſed tor 
any thing that man can give? Then Miſers would 
bring out their Wealth and fay, All this will I give for 
one day's time of Repentance more: And Lords and 
Knights would lay down their, Honours, and ſay, Take 
all, and let us be the baſeſt beggars, if we may but have one 
year of the time that we miſpent ! Then kings would lay 
down their Crowns and ſay, Let us be equal with the 
loweſt ſubjects 45 we may but have the time again that we 
waſted in the Cares and Pleaſures of the World, Kingdoms 
would then ſeem a contemptible price for the recovery of 
Time. The Time that is now idled and talked away; the 
Time that is now feafted and complimented away, that is 
unneceſſarily ſported and ſlept away ; that is wickedly and 
preſumptuouſly und away; how precious will xt one day 
ſeery to all? How happy a bargain-would they think 
that they bad made, if at the deareſt rates they could re- 
deem it? The profaneſt Mariner falls a praying, when 
be fears his Time is at an end, If importunity would 
then prevail, how earneſtly would they pray for the 
recovery of Time, that formerly derided praying, or 
minded it not, or could not have while, or mocked God 
with lip-ſervice, and cuſtomary forms, and feigned 
words inſtead of praying? What a Liturgy would 
Death teach the trifling Time -deſpiſing Gallants, the 
idle, buſy,” dreaming-aCtive, ambitious, covetous Lov- 
ers of this World, it Time could be intreated to return 
How paſſionately then would they roar out their re- 
2 [O that 1e might once ſee the days of Hope, and 
eans, and Mercy, which once we ſaw, and would nt 
fee! O that we had theſe days to ſpend in penitentiul tears 
and prayers, and holy preparations for an endleſs life, which 
we ſpent. at Cards, in needleſs recreations, in idle talk, in 
3% humonrng 
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humouring others, or the pleaſing of our fleſh, or in the inordi- 
nate cares and bufmeſſes of the World ! O that our youthful 
vigour mig ht return ! that our years might be renewed ! 
that the days we ſpent in vanity might be recalled ! that 
Miniſters might again be ſent to us publicly and privately, 
with the meſſage of grace which we once made light- of ! that 
the Sun woul1 once more ſhine upon us! and patience and 
mercy would once more reaſſume their work! [If cries or 
tears, or price, or pains, would bring back loſt-abuſed 
Time, how happy were the now-diſtrafted, dreaming, 


dead-bhearted, and impenitent World! If it would then 


ſerve their turn to ſay to the vigilant believers [ Give us 
of your Oil, for our lamps are gone out,] or to cry, [ Lord, 
Lord, open to us] when the door is ſhut, the fool would 
be ſaved as well as the zwiſe, Matt. xxv. 8, 10, 11, But 
this is the day of Salvation ! this is the accepted Time, 
2 Cor. vi. 2. While it is called 7% day, hearken, and 
harden not your hearts, Pſal. xcv. 8. Awake thou that 
ſlee peſt, and ſtand up from thy flothful wilful death, 
and uſe the light that's afforded thee by Chriſt, Epheſ. 
v. 14. or elſe the everlaſting utter darkneſs, will ſhortly | 
end thy Time and Hope. "> | 

2. And as Time can never be recalled, ſo life ſhall 
never be here reſtored, Job xiv. 14. [If a man die, ſhall 
he live (here) again? A the days of our appointed time 
we mut therefore watt (in faith and diligence) i our 
change ſhall come.] One Life is appointed us on Earth 
to diſpatch the work that our everlaſting hfe dependeth 
on: And we ſhall have but One. Loſe that, and all 
is loſt for ever: Yet you may hear, and read, and learn, 
and pray: but when this Life is ended, it ſhall be ſo 
no more. You ſhall riſe from the Dead indeed to 


Judgment, and to the life that now you are preparing 


for: but never to ſuch a life as this on Earth: your © 
life is as the fighting of a Battle, that muſt be won 

or loſt at once. There is no coming hither again to 
mend what is done amiſs. Over- ſights muſt be preſent- 
hy corrected by Repentance, or elſe they are ——_— 
palt remedy. Now if 12 be not truly converted, 

„ [ 2 v 
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you may be: If you find that you are carnal and miſer. 


able, you may be healed: If you are unpardoned, you 
may be pardoned; If you are Enemies, you may 
be reconciled to God: But when once the Thread 
of Life is cut, your opportunities are at an end. Now 
you may enquire of your Friends and Teachers, what a 


poor Soul muſt do that he may be ſaved, and you may 
receive particular inſtructions and exhortations, and 


God may bleſs them, to the illuminating, renewi 
and Saving of your Souls: But when life is paſt, 1 
will be ſo no more: O then, if deſperate Souls might 
but return, and once more be tried with the means 
of liſe, what joy ful tidings would it be! How wels 
come would be the Meſſenger that bringeth it! Had 
Hell but ſuch an offer as this, and would any 


cries - 
procure it from their righteous Judge, O what a * 
d 


would be among them! How importunately w 

they cry to God, [O ſend us once again unto” the 
Earth? Once more let us ſee the face of Mercy, 
and hear the tenders of Chrift and of Salvation? Once 
more let the Miniſters offer us their helps, and teach 
in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, in public and in private, 
and we will refuſe their help and exhortations no 


more: we will hate them, and drive them away from 


our Houſes and Towns no more; Once more let ys 
have thy Word, and Ordinances, and try whether -we 
will not believe them, and uſe them better than we 
did :-Once more let us have the help and company of thy 
Saints, and we will icorn them, and abuſe them, and 

rſecute them no more. O for the great unvaluable 
Merey of ſuch a life as once we had! O Try vs 
once more with ſuch a life, and ſee whether we will 
not contemn the world, and cloſe with Chriſt, and 
lire as ſtrictly, and pray as earneſtly, as thoſe that 
we hated and abuſed for ſo doing? O that we might 
once more he admitted into the holy aſſemblies, and 
have the Lord's Days to ſpend in the buſineſs of out 
Salvation! We would plead no more againſt the powe? 
and purity of the Ordinances; We would _— 
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call that day a burthen, nor hate them that ſpent it in 5 


works of Holineſs; nor plead for the liberty of the fleſh 
therein. OY = LEN 
It or A my heart even ſhake within me to think 
with what cries thoſe damned ſouls would ſtrive with 
God, and how they would roar out O try us once again,] 
if they had but the /zaff encouragement of Hope ! Hut 
it will not be, It muſt not be! They had their Day, and 
would not know it: They cannot loſe their Time and 
have it. They had faithful Guides, and would not 
follow them: Teachers they had but would not learn. 
The duſt' of their feet muſt witnefs-againſt them, be- 
cauſe their entertained- obeyed meſſage, cannot witneſs 
for them. Long did Chriſt wait with the patient ten- 
ders of his blood and ſpirit; His Grace was long 
earneſtly offerered them, but could not be regarded and 
received; And they cannot finally refuſe a Chriſt; and 
jet have a Chriſt; or refuſe his mercy, and yet be faved 


and 


by it. He that would have Lazarus ſent from the dead 


to warn his unbelieving Brethren on Earth, no doubt 
would have ſtrongly purpoſed himſe/f on a reformation, 
if he might once more have been tried: And how eaft- 
neſtly would be have begg'd for ſuch a Trial, that 
begg d ſo hard for a drop of water? Luke xvi. 24, 27, 
28. But alas! ſuch mouths muſt be ſtopt for ever with 
a | Remember that thou in thy life time received thy good 
things,) v. 25. 3 9 . 
So that it is appointed for all men once to die, and 
after that the judgment. Heb. ix. 27. But there's no re- 
turn to Earth again: The places of your abode, em- 
ployment and delight ſhall know you no more. Tou 
muſt ſee theſe” faces of your friends, and converſe in 


fleſh with men no more! This World, theſe Houſes, 5485 


that wealth and honour, as to any fruition, muſt be 


to you as if you had never known them. You muſt - 


Aſſemble here but a little while! yet a little longer, 


and we muſt preach, and you muſt hear it no more 


for ever. That therefore which you will do, muſt 
freſemly be done, or will it be too late. If ever you | 
; will 
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will repent and believe, it muſt be Now. If ever you 
will be converted and ſanctified, it muſt be Now, If 
' ever you will be pardoned and reconciled to God, it 
muſt be Now. If ever you will reign, 'tis now that 
you muſt fight and conquer. O that you were wiſe, 
that you underſtood this, and that you would conſider 
your latter end. Deut. xxxii. 29. And that you would 
t thoſe words fink down into your hearts, which came 
from the heart of the Redermer, as was witneſſed by 
his tears, Luke xix. 41, 42. | If thou hadft known, even 
thou, at leaft in this thy day, the things which belong unt 
thy peace. But now they are hidden from thine Eyes 
And that theſe warnings may not be the leſs regarded, 
becauſe you have ſo often heard them, when often hear- 
ing increaſeth your obligation, and diminiſheth not the 
truth, or your danger. | . | 
And as there is no Return to Earth, ſo is there no 
doing this work hereafter, Heaven and Hell are for 
other work, If the Infant be dead born, the open world 
will not revive him; That which is generated, and born 10 
a beaſt or ſerpent, will not by all the infſuences of the fo 
Heavens, or all the powers. of Sun. or Earth become In 
a Man, The ſecond and third concoct ion preſuppoſe the pK 
as 
by 


firſt; The harveft doth preſuppoſe the ſeed lime, and the 
labour of the huſbandman. It's noto that you mult ſow, 
and hereafler that you. muſt reap. It's vow that you 


' muſt work, and then that you muſt receive your wage. [ 
= . Is this believed and conſidered by the fleepy World! 
=_ ' Alas, Sirs, do you live as men that muſt live bete no he 


. more? -Do you work as men that muſt work no more, 
and pray as men that muſt pray no more, when once * 
the Time of work is ended? What tbinkeſt thou, poor * 
beſotted finner! will God command the ;Sun to fand, Will " 
while thou rebelleſt or forgetteſt thy work and him? Dolt WM * 
thou look he ſhould pervert the courſe of nature, and 
continue the Spring and Seed - time till thou baſt a mind t 
= to /ow? or that he will return the dead-born or miſha- 
pen Infant into the womb that it may be better formed 
or quickened? Will he renew thy age and make thee 
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Do it Reſolutely. Remain not doubiful, unreſolved, in 
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young again, and call back the hours that thou prodi- 
gally waſtedſt on thy luſts and idleneſs? Canſt thou 
look for, this at the hand of God, when Nature aad 
Scripture aſſure thee of the contrary? If not, why haſt q 
thou not yet done with thy beloved fins? Why haſt | 
thou not yet begun to live? Why fitteſt thou ſtill 
while thy Soul is unrenewed, and all thy preparation 
for death and Judgment is yet to make? How fain 
would Satan find thee thus at death? How fain would 
he have leave to blow out thy Candle, before thou haſt _ 
entered into the way of Life? Doſt thou look to have 
Preachers ſent after thee, to 1 the mercy which 
thy contempt here left behind? Wilt thou hear and be 
converted in the Grave and Hell? or wilt thou be ſaved - 
without Holineſs? that is, in deſpite of God that 
hath reſolved, it Mall not be. O ye ſons of fleep, of 
d:ath, of darkneſ1, awake and live, and hear the' Lord, 
before the Grave and Hell have ſhut their mouths 
upon you! Hear now, leſt hearing be tou late! Hear 
mw; if you will ever hear. Hear now if you have ears + 
10 hear! And O ye Sons of Light, that ſee what fleep- 
ing ſinners ſee not, call to them, and ring them ſuch a 

peal of lamentations, tears and compaſſionate intreaties, 

i is ſuited to ſuch a dead and doleful ſtate; Who knows 
but God may bleſs it to awake themnm 


- 


It any of you be To far awakened, as to aſk me what. 
am calling you to do, My. Text tells you in general, 
Up and be Doing: Look about you, and fee what you 
have to do, and do it with your might. 
r thy hand findeth to do] That is, 
whatſoever is a Duty impoſed by the Lord, whatſester 
Is 4 Means conducing to thy own or others' welfare; 
Whatloever Neceſſity calleth thee to do, and Opportunity 
«pak thee (You, 7 | on er 

[Thy hand f#deth}\ that is, Thy executive power by 
the conduct of thy underſtanding is now to do. 

[Do it with thy might : Do thy beſt in it. 1. Trifle 
wt, but do it preſently, without unneceſſary Delay. 2. 


5 ſuſpenſe 
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dbing: for in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap if we faint not, Gal 
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ſuſpenſe, as if it were yet a que/ion with thee whether thoy 


- ſhouldft do it, or not. 


3- Doit with thy moſt awakened affectious, and ſeri 
ous intention of the powers of thy Soul. Sleepineſs and 
inſenſibility are moſt unſuitable to ſuch works. It is , 


| peculiar people Zealous of good Works that Chriſt hath pa- 


chaſed to himſelf, Tit. 11. 14. 

4. Do it with all neceſſary forecaſt and contrivance: 
Not with a difrafing hindering Care; but with ſuch a 
Care as may ſhew that you deſpiſe not your Maſter, 
and are not regardleſs of his Work; And with ſuch 
a care as is ſuited to the difficulties and nature of the 


| thing, and is neceſſary to the due accompliſhment, 


6. Do it not ſlothfully, but vigorouſly and with di. 
ligence, Stick not at thy labour: Leſt thou hear [ Tho 
2 * and ſlothful ſervant, Matt. xxv. 26, Hide noi th 
hand in 52 4 91 the flathful, and ſay not There us 
Lion in the way. Prov. xxvi. 13, 14. The negligent and 


the vicious, the water and the ſlolſ ful, differ but as ou 


brother from. another, Prov. xviii. 9. As the ſelf-mwdr 
of - the wilful ungodly, ſo alſo the dere of the fothfu 
killeth him, becauſe his hands refuſe to labour, Prov, 
XXi. 25. The Soul of the ſluggard defreth and hath 
xothing ; but the Soul of the Diligent ſhall be made fat, 
Prov. xiii. 4+ Be not flothful in buſineſs, but be fervent it 
„11 ſerving the Lord, Rom. xii. 11. 

6. Do K with Confaney, and not with deſtruGir 

ſes and intermiſſions, or with wearineſs and turning 


back. The righteous ſhall hold on his way, and he that i 


y clean hands ſhall be fironger and ſtronger, Job xv". 9. 
e ftedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 


_ the Lord; foraſmuch as you know that your labour is nol i 


vain in the Lord, 1 Cor. xv. 58. Be not weary. of wel 


vi. 9. Theſe ſix particulars are neceſſary, if you wi 
obſerve the precept in my Text. 
But, that miſunderſtanding hinder not the perſom- 


ance, I ſhall acquaint you — with * ſenſe, bf 


theſe few explicatory cautions. * 


' | 
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1. The Might and Diligence here required, excludeth 
not the neceſſity of Deliberation and Prudent conducł. 
Otherwiſe, the fafer you go, the further you may go 
out of the way; and miſguided zeal may ſpoil al the | 
work, and make it but an injury to others or your- 
ſelves. A little imprudence in the ſeaſon, and order, 
and manner of a duty, ſometimes may ſpoil it, and 
| hinder the ſucceſs, and make it do more hurt than 
good. How many a Sermon, or Prayer, or reproof; is 
, made the matter of derifion and contempt, for ſome 
imprudent paſſages or deportment? God ſendeth not 
his Servants to be jefters of the World, or to play the 
madmen as David in his fears: we muſt be 205/e and in- 
ncent, as well as reſolute and valiam: Though fefhly and 
worldly wiſdom be not deſirable, as being but foch/hneſs 
with God; yet the wiſdom which 1s from above, and is 
firſt pure, and then peaceable, and is acquainted with the 
high and hidden myſteries, and is juſtified of her Children, 
muſt be the Guide of all our holy actions. 'Holineſs is 
not blind: Illumination is the firſt part of Sanctifica- 
tion, Believers are Children of the Light, Nothing re- 
quireth ſo much wiſdom as the matters of God, and of 
our Salvation. Folly is moſt unſuitable to ſuch excel-⸗ 
lent emptoyments, and moſt unbeſeeming the Sons of 
the Moſt High. It is a Spirit of Wiſdom that animat- 
eth all the Saints, 1 Cor. in. 19. & ii. 6, 7. Eph, i. 8, 
17. Col. iii. 16. It is the treaſures f Wiſdom that dwel- 
leth in Chriſt, and are communicated to his members, 
Col. ii. 3. We mult wall in wiſdom toward them that are 
without,. Col. iv. 5. And our work muſt be ſhewn out of 
a good converſation, with meekneſs of wiſdom, Jam. iii. 13. 
Yet | muſt needs ſay; that it's more in great things than 
in ſmall, in the ſubſfunce than the circumſlances; in a ſound 
judgment and eftimate of things, and ſuitable choice and 
| proſecution, than in fine expreſſions or deportment anſwer- 
ing proud men's expectations. | 
2. Though you muſt work with your Might, yet 
with a diver/ity agreeable to the quality of your ſeveral 
_ Some works * be preferred * 
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| Which in ſeaſon is a duty. The Greateſt, and the mof 


ne muſt be firſt ſought, Matt. vi. 33. And our labour 


more eaſily 


dee 


10 the fleſk (unbelieving, ungodly Maſters) in ad thing 
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All cannot be done at once. That's a Sin out of ſeaſon, 


urg ent work muſt be preferred. And ſome works muſt 
be done with double fervour and reſolution, and ſome 


with zi. Buying, and felling, and marrying, and 


ng, and uſing the world, muſt be done with a 


of 2 and in a ſort as if we did them not, 
though hey alſo muſt have a nec diligence, 1 


Cor. vii. 29, 30, 31. God's Kingdom and it's Righteouf- 


for the meat that periſheth, muſt be comparatively as none, 
John mr ee 115.2; 
3. Laſtly, it is not an irregular, nor a /elf-difturbing 
—— violence that is 3 of us: 8 a ſweet 
well ſettled reſolution, and a delightful expeditious dili- 
gence, that makes the Wheels go merrily on, and the 
over thoſe rubs and difficulties, that clog 
and ſtop a flothful ſoul. 2 h 
And now will you lend me the afiftavce of your Con. 
ſciences, for the tranſcribing of this command of God 
upon your hearts, and taking out a Copy of this Order; 


| for the regulating of your lives? ¶ Mal ſoever] is not a 


word /o comprehenſive as to include any vanity or in; but 
fo camprehen/ive as to include all your Duty. e 
1. To begin with the /owwef: the very works of your 
badily callings muſt have diligence. In the feweat' of your 
brows you muſt eat your bread, Gen. iii. 19. Six days ſhalt 
thou labour, and do all that thou haft io do. Exod. xx. 9. 
He that will not work, let him not eat, 2 Thefl. i. 10, 
Diſerderly walkers, buſy bodies, that will not work with 
i , and cat their own bread, are to be avorded and 
ſhamed by the Church, 2 They]. iii. 6, 11, 12, 14. Lazy 


ſervants are unfaithful to men, and difobedient to Gad, 


who commandeth them to obey their Mafters according 


(that concerns their ſervice} and that not 01th eye ſervice 
as men pleaſers, but in fingleneſs of heart, and in the fear 


F God, doing whatſoever they do as to the Lord, and not 


unto men; knowing that of the Lord. (even tor this) — 


/ 
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— 
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all receive the reward of the inheritance, Col. iii, 224 24; 
24. But he that-doth wrong (by ſlothfulneſs, or un- 

faithfulneſs) hal receive for the turung which he hath done, 
yerſe 25- N 83 11 


Succeſs is God's ordinary temporal reward of diligence, 
Prov. x. 4. and xi. 24, 2 And diſeaſes, poverty, 
ſhame, dilappointment, or ſelf-tormenting melancholy, 
are his uſual puniſhments of floth. Hard labour res. 
deemeth Time: you will have the more to lay eur on 
greater works e The /othful is ſtill behind hand, and there- 
tore muſt; leave much of His work undone ' © 
2. Are you Parents or Governors of | Families Þ you 
have work to do for God, and for your Children's and Ser. 
vants" Souls: Do it with your might: Deal wiſely, but 
ſeriouſly and frequently with" them about their Sins, theit 
duty, and their hopes of Heaven; Tell them wohler 
they are going, and zvhich wity they muſt go: Make 
them underſtand that they have a higher” Father and 
Mafer that muſt be firſt ſerved, and greater work than 
yows, M aten them from their natural inſen/ibility rand 
floth: Turn not all your family duties into lifeleſs raftoms 
ay forms. (whether extempore, or by rote) ſpeak about 
God, and Heaven, and Hell, and Holineſs, with that 
ſeriouſneſs as beſeems men that believe what they ſay, 
and would have thoſe they ſpeak to, to believe it. Talk 
not either. drowfily, or lightly, or jeſtingly of ſuch 
dreadful, or joyful, unexpreſſible things. Remember 
that your families and you, are going to the Grave; and 
to the World where there is no more room for your 
exhortations. There is no Calechifing,” examining, or 
ſerious inſiructing them in the Grave whither they and 
you are going. It muſt be now or never: And therefore = 
do it-with your might. The words of God muſt be in your 
hearts, and you muſt diligently teach them ta your Children, 
talking of them 10hen you fit in your houſes, when you walk 
by the ay, when you lie down, and when yon riſe up, 
ere 6, 7, 8. and $1. 18, 25 1 7 bs 
3- Have you ignorant or ug neighbonrs, w 
miſery cally for your ITY ke 
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them and help them with prudent diligence. Loſe not 
your opportunities: Stay pot till Death hath ſtopt your 
mouths, or (topt their ears. Stay not till they are out 
of Hearing, and taken from your converſe. Stay not 
till they are in Hell, before you warn them of it, or 
till Heaven be loſt, before you have ſeriouſly called to 

them to temember it, Go to their houſes; take all 
tunities: ſtoop, to their infirmities: bear with un- 
thankful frowardneſs: It is for men's ſalvation: Remem- 
ber there is no place for your inſtructions or exhorta- 
tions in the Grave or Hell. Pour duſt cannot-ſpeak, and 
their duſ cannot hear: Up therefore and be doing with 

all your might. _ | | 
4. Hath God intruſted you with the Riches of the 
World; with many talents or with few, by which he 
looketh you ſhould relieve the needy, and eſpecially 
ſhould promote thoſe works of piety which are the 
greateſt chartly? Give (prudently, but willingly and 
liberally) while you have to give. It is your Gain: The 
time of Market for your Souls; and of laying up a treas 
” ſure in Heaven, and ſetting your money to the moſt 
gainful Ulury; and of making you friends of the mammon 
of unrighteouſneſs ; and furthering your Salvation, by that 
which 4imndereth other men's, and occaſioneth their per- 
dition. [As you have opportunity, do good to all men, but 
eſpecially to them of the Houſhold of Faith] Gal. vi. 6, 7, 
8, 9, 12. [Ca thy bread upon the waters; for thou ſhalt 
find it after many days. Give a portion to ſeven and 10 
eight ; for thou knowe/t not what evil may be upon the Earth. 
Eccleſ. xi. 1, 2. [In the morning ſow thy Seed, and in 
the evening withhold not thy hand: for thou knoweſi not 
whether ſhall proſper, this or that, or whether they both 
fall le alike good] v. 6. [Withhoeld not good from them 10 
whom it is due, when it is in the power of thy hand to do 
it : Say not to thy Neighbour, Go, and come again, and 
to-morrow I will give, when thou haſt it by thee,) Prov. 
iii. 27, 28. Lay up a Foundation for the time to come: 
Do good before thy heart be hardened, thy riches blafted 
and conſumed, thy opportunities taken away; part with it 
| 9 . before 
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before it part with thee. Remember it muſt be Now or 
ver: There is no working in the Grave. 7 
5. Hath God intruſted you with Power or intereft, by - 


which you may promote his honour in the world, and 
relieve the. oppreſſed, and reſtrain the rage of impious 
malice! Hath he made you Governors, and put the 
Sword of Juſtice into your hands? up then and be doing 
with your might. Defend the innocent, protect the 
Servants of the Lord, cheriſh them that do well, be a 
terror to the wicked, encourage the frifeft obedience 
to the Univerſal Governor, diſcountenance the break- 
ers of his Laws: Look not to be reverenced or obeyed 
before him, or more carefully than he: Openly main- 
tain his Truth and worſhip without fear or ſhame: Deal 
gently and tenderly with his lambs and little ones: 
Search after vice that you may ſucceſsfully ſuppreſs it. 
Hate thoſe temptations that would draw you to man- 
pleaſing, temporizing remiſneſs, or countenancing finz 
but eſpecially thoſe that would enſnare you in a contro- 
verſy with Heaven, and in quarrels againſt the 2vays of 
Holineſs, or in that ſelf-confounding fin of abuſing and 
oppoling the people that are moſt careful to pleaſe the 

Lord. Your truſt is great, and ſo is your advantage 
to do good; and how great will be your account, and 
bow dreadful, if you be unfaithful! As you gn 
more than hundreds or thouſands of the meaner: ſort, 
and yoar actions do moſ good or kurt; fo you muſt ex- 
pect to be accordingly dea/7 with, when you come to the 
impartial, final judgment. Befriend the Goſpel as the 
Charter of your everlaſting privileges; own hoſe that 
Chriſt hath told you ke will om. Ulſe them as men that 
are ready to hear | [nſomuch as you did it to one of the leaſt 
of theſe my Brethren, you did it unto me] Matt. xxv. 
Know not @ wicked perſon: but let your eyes be on the 
fauhful of the 3 they may dwell therein, and 
lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all godlineſs and honeſty, 
Plal. ci. 1, Tim. ii. 2. [Let thoſe that work the work of 
the Lord, be with you without fear,] 1 Cor. xvi. 10. 
Remember that it is the Character of a Phariſee and 


Hypocrite, 
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Antidote againſt that ſelf-undoing fin : Matt. xviii. 6, 


your loudeſt cries for mercy, by your ſtopping the mouths 
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Hypoerite, to ſee the mote of the non-obſervance of g 
ceremony, or tradition, or ſmaller matter ot difference in 
Religion in tkerr Brother's eye, and not to ſee the beam 
of kypocriſy, injuſtice and malicious cruel oppofition of 
Chriſt and his Diſciples in their own eyes ; And that it's 
the brand of them that pleaſe not God, that are filling 
wp their fins, on whom God's wrath is coming to the ui. 
moſt, to perſerute the Servants of the Lord, forbiddi 
them to Preach to the people that they might be 2 
s. eie 
Learn well the ſecond and the hundred and firf Pſalm: 
And write theſe ſentences on your walls and doors, as an 


[W hofoever ſhall offend one of theſe little ones which believe in 
me, it were better for him that a mill tune were hanged about 
has neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the Ses 
Zach. ii. 8. | He that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his 
eye.] Rom. xiv. 1, 2. and xv. 1. | Him that is weak in 
the faitſi, recerve you; but not to doubtful diſputations,—— 
For God hath received him.] Matt, x. 40, 41, 4. Hi 
that recetueth you, receiveth me; and he that recerveth me, 
receiuet him that ſent me. He that rererveth a righteous 
man in the name of a 117/teous man, ſhall receiue a righteous 
man's reward: "And whoſo hall give to drink 10 one of theſt 
luttle ones, a cup of cold water only in the nume of a Diſcipie, 
Verily I ſay unto you, he all in no wiſe loſe his reward | 
If you love not the Gaaly, love yourſelves (ſo farasto ſuch 
ſelf love is poſſible) wound not your own hearts, io Wh 
make their fingers bleed. Damn not your Souls, (and Wing 
that by the ſineſ, neareft way) that you may hurt ier Fo. 
Bodies. Provoke not God to thruft you from his preſence, 
and deny your ſuits, by your dealing ſo with them: ſt 
not your own: mouths, when your miſery will 


of the ſervants of the Lord, and refuſing to hear their 
requeſts for Juſtice. If you have the Serpent's enmity 
againſt the Woman's Seed, you muſt expect the Ser- 
pent's Doom: Your heads . will be bruiſed, when Jou 
have bruifed their heels, Gen. iii. 15. Kick not again 2 
$ -» | Pri Ul 
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pricks, Acts ix. Let not briars and thorns ſet themſelves tu 
battle againſt the Lord, left be go therefore through them, 
aud burn them together, Ila. Xxvii. 4. 8988 

[ ſpeak not any of this by way of accuſation or diſto- 
wurable reflection on the Magiſtrate. Ble ſſed be God that 
hath given us the comfort of your defence. But knowing 
what the tempter aimeth at, and where it is that your 
danger lieth, and by what means the Rulers of the 
Earth have been undone, faithfulneſs commandeth me 
to tell you of the ſnare, and to ſet before you good and 


flattery, or cruel and cowardly filence. | 
And eſpecially when your Magiſtracy is but annuad, 
or for a fhort time, it concerneth you to be doing with 
your might, It is but this Year, or ſhort ſpace of time 


and loſe all. By what men on Earth ſhould God be 
eminently ſerved and honoured, if not by Magiſtrates, 
whom he hath eminently advanced, impowered and in- 
truſted? With confiderate forefight, ſeriouſly aſk your- 
ſelyes the queſtion, Are you willing to hear, at the day 
of your accounts, that you had but one Year, or a few, 
to do God ſpecial ſervice in, and that you knew this, and 


bear and think, that you 4%, and wwilfully loft ſuch an 
opportunity? Look about you then, and ſee what is to 


iretkards and riotous perſons to be reſtrained? Preach- 
ing and Piety to be promoted? Do it with your Might : 
For it muſt be Now or Never. | | 

6. To come yet a little nearer you, and ſpeak of the 
work that is yet to be done in your own 
x you yet in the fate of unrenewed nature, born only of 
ve fleſh, and not of the Spirit, Jobn iii. 3, 5, G. Mind- 
"ng the things of the fleſh, and not the things of the ſpirit ? 
Nom. viii..1, 5, 7, 9, 13. and conſequently yet in the 


zvil, as ever | would eſcape the guilt of betraying you 


that you have to do this ſpecial Service in; Loſe this 


yet would not do it ? Can your Hearts bear it then, to 


be done. Are there not Alelouſes to be ſupprefied, and 


fouls; Are any 


Pwer of ' Satan, taten captive by him at is will; 

ts xxvi. 18, 2 Tim, it. 26, 27. Up and be doing, if thow _ 

re thy Soul, If thou care whether thou be in Joy or 
Aiſery 
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Miſery far ever, bewail thy fin and ſpiritual diſtreß: 
Make st to Chriſt, cry mightily to him for his reney. 
ing and reconciling pardoning Grace: Plead his ſatis 
faction, his merits and his promiſes; -Away with thy 
rebellion, and thy beloved fin; Deliver up thy Soy 
entirely to Chriſt, to be ſanctified, governed and ſayed 
by him. Make no more demurs about it; it is not: 
matter to be queſtioned, or trifled in. Let the Far 
be acquainted with thy 4ended knees, and the air with 
thy complaints and cries, and men with thy confeſſions an 
enquiries after the way of life; and heaven with thy (or. 
rows, defires and reſolutions, till thy ſoul be acquainted 
with the Spirit of Chriſt, (Rom. vill. 9.) and with the 
new, the holy and heavenly nature: and thy heart have 
received the tranſcript 'of God's Law, the impreſs of the 
| Goſpel, and fo the Image of thy Creator and Redeemer, 
Ply this work with all thy might: For there is no Cov 
perfion, Renovation, or Repentauce unto life, in the 
Grave whither thou goeſt. It muſt be Now or Neve, 
And Never ſaved, if Never ſanfified, Heb. xii. 14. 
7. Haſt thou any prevailing ſin to mortify, that either 
reigneth in thee, or woundeth thee and keepeth thy foul 
in darkneſs and unacquaintedneſs with God? Afault it 
reſolutely : Reje& it ſpeedily: Abhor the motions of 
it: Turn away from the perſons or things that would 
entice thee. Hate the doors of the Hariot, and of the 
Alehouſe, or the gaming-houſe: and go not as the Or 
to the laughter, and as a bird to the fowler's ſnare, and 
as a fool to the correction of the flocks, as if thou kneutf 
not that it is for thy life,] Prov. vii. 22, 23. Why thou 
befooled ſtupid ſoul ! wilt lou be tafting of the poiſoned 
| cup? vil thou be fporting thee with the bᷣait? Haſt thou 
no where to walk or play thee, but at the brink of bel 
Muft not the fleſh be crucified with its affectious and lilli 
Gal. v. 24. Muſt it not be tamed and mortified, ot ih 
ſoul condemned? Rom. viii. 13. 1 Cor. ix. 27. Au 
not therefore as at uncertainty: fight not as one that bt 
the air, ver. 26. ſeeing this muſt be done, or thou 1 
undone, delay and dally with fin no longer: Let * 
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be the day; reſolve and reſiſt it with thy might: It 
muſt be Nou or Never: when death comes, it is too 
late. It will be then no reward to leave thy ſin, which 
thou canſt keep no longer: No part of Holineſs or Hap- 
pineſs that thou art not drunk, or proud, or luſtful in 
the grave or hell. As thou art wile therefore, æuom and 
take thy Time. a bo 
8. Art thou in a. declined lapſed flate? decayed in 
grace? Haſt thou loſt;thy firſt defires and love? do thy 
' firſl works, and do them with iy might. Delay not, 


"7 but remember from whence thou art fallen, and what. 
&d thou haſt loſt by it, and into how ſad a caſe thy folly. 
be and ntgligence hath brought thee: lay, I ui go and. 
ve return to my firſt ſuſband; for then was it better with me 
he than now, Hol. 11,47. Cry out with Job xxix. 2, 3, 4. 


5. [O that I were as in months paſt! as in the days when 
God preſerved me!] when his candle ſhined upon my head and 
when by his light 1 walked through darkneſs. As I was in. 
the days of my youth, when the ſecret of God was on. my. 
Tabernacle, when the Almighty was yet with me] Return 
while thou haſt. day, leſt the night ſur prixe thee: Loyter 
and delay no more; thou haſt loſt by it already: thou 
art far behind- hand. Beſtir thee therefore with all thy 
mig lit. 9 . 10 
9. Art thou in the darkneſs of uncertainty concerning 
thy converſion and thy ever/aſting tate? Doſt thou not 
know-whetber thou be in a ſtate of life or death? and 
what. hould become of thee, if this were the day or hour. 
of thy change? It thou art careful about it, and enguireft, 
and 1ſeſt the means that God hath appointed thee for 
aſſurance, I have then no more to ſay to thee now, but 
wait on God, and. thou ſhalt not be diſappointed or, 
alhamed ! Thou ſhalt have aſſurance in due time, or be 
ſaved before thou wouldſt believe thou ſhouldſt be 
laved, Be patient and obedient, and the light of Chrift, 
will ſhine upon thee, and yet thou ſhalt fee the days 
of Peace. But if thou art careleſs in thy uncertainty; 
and mindeſt not ſo great a buſineſs, be awakened and 
call thy -ſoul to its account; ſearch and examine thy 
8 Aa heart 
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heart and lle: Read, and conſider, and take advice of 
faithful guides. Canſt thou careleſsly fleep, and laugh, 
and — and follow thy leſſer buſineſs as if thy ſalva- 
tion were made ſure, when thou knoweſt not where 
thou muſt dwell for euer] examine yourſelves tokether you 
be in the faith ? prove yourſelves; was not your 01 
ſelves, that Chrift is in you except you are reprobates ? 2 Cor. 
xii, 5. Give ail diligence (in time) to make your calling 
and election fure, 2 Pet. i. 10. In the Grave and Hell 
there is no making ſure of Heaven: you are then paſt 
enquiries and ſelf- examinations, in order to any reco- 
very or hope. Another kind of trial will finally re/ove 

Op therefore and diligently ply the work: It 
muſt be Now or Never. 

10. In all the duties of thy Profeſſion of Piety, lice, 
or Charity, to God, thyſelf, or others, up and be doing 
toit thy might. Art thou ſeeking to enflame thy ſoul 
with /ove to God? plunge thyſelf in the Ocean of his 
love; admire his mercies; gaze upon the reprefentarions 
of his tranſcendant goodneſs: O rafte and ſee that the 
Lord is gracious | Remember that he muſt be Loved with 
all thy heart and ſoul and might ; canſt thou pour out thy 
love upon a Creature, and give but a few barren drops 
to God? 
© When thou art Fearing him, Jet his Fear command thy 
ſoul, and conquer all the fear of man. 

| When thou art Traſfing him, do it without diſtruſt; 
and caſt all thy care and aby ſelf upon him: Fruſt him 
as a creature ſhould truſt his G00, "as the members of 
Chriſt ſhould truſt their Head and dear Redeemer. 

When thou art making mention of his great and 
dreadful name, O do it with Reverence; and awe, and 
admiration: And take not the name of God in vain. 

When thou art Reading his Word, let the Majeſty 
of the Author, and the Greatneſs of the matter, and 
Gravity of the ſtile, poſſeſs thee with an obediential 
fear, Love it, and let it be ſweeter to thee than the 
honey -· comb, and more precious than thouſands of 
Gold and Silver. Reſolve to do what there thou findeft 
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to be the will of Gd. When thou art praying in ſecrat, 
or in thy Family, Do it with thy might: Cry mightily to 
God as a ſoul under hn, and wants, and danger, that 
is ſtepping into an endleſs life, ſhould do. Let the re- 
verence and the fervour of thy prayers ſhew that it's 
God himfelf thou art ſpeaking to; that it's Heaven ita 
that thou art praying for ; Hell 1:/eff that thou art pray- 
ing to be ſayed from, Wilt thou be dull and ſenſeleſs 
on ſuch an errand to the living God] Remember what 
lieth upon ti Failing or prevailing, and that it muſt be 
Ne or , ,. e i 8 
Art thou a Preacher of the Goſpel. and takeſt charge 
of the ſouls of men? Take heed to thyſelf and tothe whote 
Flock, over which the Holy Ghoft hath made thee an Ouen- 
feer, to feed the Church of God, which he hath purchaſed 
with his own blood. Let not the blood of ſouls, and 
the blood that purahaſed them, be required at thy 
hands, 4s xx. 28. Ezek. iii. 18, 20 Thou art chatg- 
ed before God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, tolo ſhall judge 
the quick and the dead at his appearing, and bis Kingaom 
that thou preach the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſea- 
ſon; reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all long-ſuſfering and 
doArme, 2 Tum. iv. 1 5 2. Teach every man, and e 
every man, Col. i. 28. Even might and day with tears, 
Acts xx. 31. Cry aloud; lift up thy vaice like g1rumpet'; tell 
them of their tranſgreſſions, Iſa. lwiii. 1 Pet tou art @live, 
and rhey alive ; yet thou haſt a'tongue, and they have 
ears: The final Sentence hath not yet cut off their 
hopes. Preach therefore, and Preach with all thy might. 
Exliort them privately and perſonally 24h all me ſrriouſ- 
neſs thou canſt. Quickly, ot it will be {00 late. Pra- 
dentiy, or Satan will ↄuer- reach thee: Fervently, at tb 
words ate like to be diſregarded. Remember hen th 
lookeſt them in the faces, when: thou beholqeſt che 
Afemblies, that They muſt be Converted or Condemned, 
fanftified on Earth or tormented in Hell; and that this. is 
the Day: It muſt be Not or Never. © $> 00. 0 
In a word: App'y this | quiekening . freceps to all. the 
«ties of the Chriſtian 1 Be 3 — 
tice a 2 | 
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"and Charitable in good earneſt, if you would be taken 
' for ſuch when you Dok for the reward. Work out your 
' ſalvation with fear and trembling, Phil. ii. 12. Strive 10 
- enter in at the ftrait-gate; for many ſhall ſeek to enter and 
fall not be able, Matt. vii. 13. Luke xu. 24. Many rin, 


but few receive the prize : ſo run that you may obtain, 1 


Cor. ix. 24. If the Righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, where 
Rall the ungodly and the ſinner appear ? 1 Pet, iv. 18, 
Let the doating world deride your diligence, and ſet 
themſelves to hinder and afflict you: It will be but 
a little while before experience change their minds, 
and make them fing another ſong. Follow Chriſt 
fully: Ply your work, and loſe no time. The Judge 
is coming. Let not words nor any thing that man 
can do, prevail with you to fit down, or ſtop you in 
'a journey of fuch importance. Pleaſe God, though 
fleſh, and friends, and all the world ſhould be dif- 
"pleaſed. | Whatever come of your Reputation, or 
Eſtates, or Liberties, or. Lives, be ſure you look to 
Life Eternal; and caft not that on any hazard, for a 
-withering flower, or a pleaſant dream, or a picture of 
commodity, or any vanity that the Deceiver can pre- 
ſent. For what ſhall it profit ʒ au ſo win the whole world and 
loſe your ſoul? Matt. xvi. 26. Or to have been honoured 
and obeyed on Earth, when you are under the wrath 
of God in Hell? Or that your fleſh was once provided 
with variety of delights, when it's turned to rotten- 
"neſs, and muſt be raiſed to torments? Hold on there- 
ſore in Faith, and Holineſs, and Hope, though Earth 
and Hell ſhould rage againſt you, though all the World 
by force or flattery, ſhould do the worſt they can to 
Hinder you; This is your trial; your warfare. is the 
'reitiig of © gereit, and of all that would ſempt you to 
co to the means of your own deſtruction: Conſent 
-not,” and you conquer; Conquer, and you are Crowned, 
The combat is all about your Wills; Yield, and you have 
loft the day. If the prating of ungodly fodls, or the 
"conterptuous jears of hardened finners, or the frowns 
of unſanctiſied Superiors, could prevail n 


- 
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Spirit of Chriſt, and the workings of an enlightened 


mind, then what man would be ſaved? You i deſerve 


damnation, if you will run into it to avoid-a mock, ar 
the loſs of any thing that man can take from you. You 
are unmeet for heaven, if you can part with it to fave 


your purſes. Fear not them that can kill the body,” and after 


that have no more that they can do: but fear him that can 
defiroy both ſoul and body in Hell, Matt. x. 28. Luke 
xii. 4, 5- Obey God, though all the world forbid you. 


No power can fave you from his Juſtice: And none of 


them can deprive'you of his Reward. Though you loſe 
your Heads, you ſhall ſave your Crowns: Lou no way 
lave your lives ſo certainly, as by ſuch loſing them, 
Mat. x. 39. One thing is neceſſary: Do that with 
ſpeed, and care, and diligence, which Muſ be done, 
or you are loſt for ever. They that are now againſt 
your much and earneſt praying, will ſhortly cry-as loud 
themſelves in vain. When it is too late, how fervently 
vill they beg for mercy, that now deride you for yalu- 
ing and ſeeking it in time? But hen they ſhall call upon 
God, but he Twill not anſtwer; they ſhall ſeek him early, but 
ſhall not find him; For that they hated knowledge, and did 


wt chooſe the fear of the Lord: They would none of his 


counſel, but deſpiſed all his reproof.] Proverbs i. 24. to 
the end, „ a F 
Up therefore and work with all thy might; Let 
wbehevers trifle, that know not that the rigbteous God 
| ſtands over them, and know not that they are now to 
work for everlaſting, and know not that Heaven or Hell 
u at the end. Let them delay, and laugh, and play, 
and dream away their Time, that are drunk with pro- 


ſperity, and mad with fleſhly luſts and pleaſures, and 


have loſt their Reaſon in the cares, and deluſions, and 
vain-glory of the world. But ſhall it be ſo with thee 
whoſe eyes are opened, who leeſt the God, the Heaven, 
the Hell, which they do but hear of as unlikely things? 
Wilt thou ive awake, as they that are aſleep? Wilt 
thou do in the day-light, as they do in 1he dark Þ Shall 
bree-men live as Satan's ſlaves? ſhall the Living 


fill 


he as 
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Jill and uſeleſs as the dead? Work then while i 
is day; for the night is coming when none can work, 
John ix. 4. 

It is not the works of the Moſaical Law, nor work 
that are conceited for their proper value to deſerve 
any thing at the bands of God, that I am all this whik 
perſuading you to: But it is the works preſcribed 3c 
Chriſt in the Goſpel, according to which you falls 
ſhactly N to joy or miſery, by Chriſt umtel, that 
will call you to account. Theſe muſt be dane with d 
your Might. | 

"Obie. But (youll Go perhaps) ——4 What Mii 
zue we'f We have no ſufficiency of ourſelves ; withat 
Chriſt ue can &o . And thrs we find Then it come 
Ld the trial... 

boy 101 Ttiemoty A that is Originally hi 
that | am calling thee to exerciſe ; but that wich thoy 
haſt airrau received from God, and that which l 

ready to beſlow. Uſe well but all the Might thou ba, 
and thay ſhalt find thy labour is not in vain. Eventh: 
ſtrength of Nature, and of common. Grare, are talents 
whi thou muſt improve. 
2. Art thou willing to uſe the Might thou haſt, and 
to have mare, Kal 28 it of thou hadft if. If thou en, 
thou haſt then the ſtrength of Chriſt; Thou ſtandeſ 
not, and workeſt not by thy own ſtrength ; his promil 
1s engaged to thee, and his — fufcient for 
thee. But if thou art not willing, thou art without 
excuſe; when thou hadſt heaven and hell ſet open inthe 
Word of God to make thee tiling, God will diſlin- 
guiſn thy wiſfulneſi from. unwilling weakneſs. 

3. There is more Potzeer in all of you than. you we, or 
than you are well aware of. It wanteth but gu 
1o bring it into act. Do you not find in your Nen. 
#ngs, t bat the change is mote in your Mill than in you 
Power ? and in the awakening of your Will, and Ram 
into act, than in the addition of meer abilities! and 
that therefore you befool yourſelves for your ſins 20 
Jr ,, and wonder that you had no more wy 
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your underſtandings? Let but a ſtorms at Sea, or 
nolent ſickneſs, or approaching death, rouſe up and 
vaken the powers which you have, and you will find , 
there was much more aſleep in you than you uſed. 

{ ſhall therefore next endeavour to awaken your abi- 
lities, or tell you how you ſhould awaken them. 

When your Souls are drowſy, and you are forgetting 
your God, and your latter end, and matters of Eternity 
— little force and ſavour with you; when you grow 
lazy and ſuperficial, and Religion ſeems lifeleſs thing, 
and you do your duty as if it were in vain, or 
your wills; when you can loſe your time, and delay 
repentance, and friends, and profit, and reputation, 
and pleaſure can be heard againſt the Word of God, 
and take you off; when you do all by the halves, and 
anguiſh in your Chriſtan courſe, as near to death; 
Hir up your pw with the urgeney of ſuch Quefions 
a5 theſe. 

Queſt. 1. Can 7 no eee for God? Who 
eave me all? Who deſerveth all? Who ſeeth me in my 
duties and my fins? When he puts me purpoſely ou the 
tra}, what I can do for his lake and ſervice, Can I ds no- 
mre? Can 1 love him-no more? and obey, and watch, 
and work no more 

Queſt. 2. Can I do n more than this for Cin 
For him that did ſo much for me? that lived ſo ex- 
actly; obeyed ſo perfectly; walked fo inoffenſively 
and meekly; deſpiſing all the baits, and honours, and 
r:1ches of the World? That loved me to the death; and 
offererh me freely all his benefits, and would bring me 
to eternal Glory? Are theſe cateleſs, cold and dull en- 
beavours my beſt return for all this Mercy? : 

Queſt. 3. Can I do no more, when my Salvation is the 
pize? When Heaven or Hell depend much on it? 
When l know this before-hand, 20 may ſee in the 
glaſs of the Holy Scriptures what is prepared for the 
Viligent and the Nezligent, and what work there is and 
" be for ever in Heaven and Hell on theſe Accounts? 
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my Eſtate or Life, or Friend in danger, than I do fg 
my Salvation? | | 

| Queſt. 4. Can I do no more for the Souls of Mm} 

When they are undone for ever if they be not (pecily 
delivered? Is this my Love and Compaſſion to m 
Neighbour, my Servant, Friend or Child?  _ 

. Queſt. 5. Can I do no more for the Church of Gud? 

For the public good? For the peace and welfare of the 
Nation and our Poſterity? In ſuppreſſing Sin? ln pn. 
ing for Deliverance? Or in promoting works of Publ 
Benefit? 

Queſt. 6. Can I do no more, that have loitered ſo lo? 
And go no faſter, that have ſlept till the Evening of 
my Days, when Diligence muſt be the diſcovery of my 
Repentance? 1065 . 

Queſt. 7. Can I do no more, that know not now but Ian 
doing my laſt ? That ſee how faſt my Time makes haſte, 
and know | muſt be quickly gone? That know it mul 

be Now or Never; and that this is all the time I (hal 

have, on which an endleſs life dependeth ? 

Queſt. 8. Can I do no better, when I know before-hand, 
what different aſpects Diligence and Negligence will have, 
to the awakened Soul in the review? What a Comfort it 
will be at Death and Judgment, to be able to ſay, | 
did my beſt, or loitered not away the time I had? 
And what a vexatious and heart-diſquieting thing it 
will then be to look back on Time as irrecoverab 
loſt, and on a life of trial, as caſt away upon Impert- 
nencies, while the work that we lived for-Jay undone! 
Shall I now. by trifling prepare ſuch griping and tor- 
3 thoughts, for my awakened Conſcience? 

Queſt. 9. Can I do uo more, when Iam ſure 1 cannot d 
too much, and am ſure there is nothing elſe to be preferred? 
And that it's this I live fof : And that life is for action; 
and diſpoſeth thereunto; (and holy life for holy ation) 

and that it's better t live, than not attain the ends 

of living; when I have ſo many and unwearied Ene- 
mies; when Sloth is my danger, and the advantage of 
my. Enemy; when I know that Reſolution and — 
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rous Diligence, is ſo neceſſary that all is Joſt without 
ic. Will Temptations be reſiſted, and Self denied, and 
concupiſcence mortified, and fleſhly deſires tamed and 
ſubdued, and Sin caſt out, and a Holy Commynion 
with Heaven maintained with Idleneſs and Sloth? 
Will Families be well Ordered, and Church, or City; 
or Country well Governed? Will the careleſs Sinners 


that I am bound to help, be Converted, and Saved, 


with fitting ſtill, and with ſome heartleſs cold Endea- 
yours? | | 4 7 3 
Queſt. 10. Can I do no more that have ſo muck help? 
That have Mercies of all forts Encouraging me, and 
Creatures attending me; that have health to enable me, 
or affliction to remember and excite me, that have 
ſuch a maſter, ſuch. a work, ſuch a reward, as better 
pe bn deſired ; who is leſs excuſable for neglect 
than ] | | 117 3 
Queſt. 11. Could I do no more, if I were ſure, that 
my ſalvation lay on this one duty? that according to this 
praßer, it ſhould go with me for ever; or if the Soul of 
my child, or ſervant, or neighbour muſt ſpeed for ever, 
as my endeavours {peed with them now for their conver- 
fion? tor ought I know it may be thus. „ 
Queſt. 12. Would 1 have God to come with the ſpur 
and rod? How do I complain when affliction is upon 
me? And will I neither endure it, nor be quickened 
without it? 1s it not better to mend my pace and work, 
on eaſier terms? CTY WML and Ca a4 
| would not have diſtreſſed Souls to uſe theſe con- 
ſiderations meerly to diſquiet themſelves for their infir- 
mities, and ſo live in heavineſs and ſe/f-vexation, becauſe 
they cannot be. as good as they deſire, or do as, much 
and as well as they ſhould do: It is not Deſpair that 
will mend the matter, but make it worſe: But 1 
would wiſh the lazy flothful foul, to plead theſe Quel- 
tions with itſelf, and try whether they have no quick- 
ening power, if cloſe urged, and ſeriouſly conſidered, 
Believe it Sirs, it is the deceitfulneſs of proſperity that 
keeps up the repuſalion 5 : flothful life, and makes 
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holy diligence ſeem umeceſſary. When affliction comes, 
awakened reaſon is aſhamed of this, and feeth it as an 
odious wig: gd 
By this time you may ſee, what difference there is 
between the judgment of God, and of the world, 
and what to think of the underſtandings of thoſe 
men (be they g or loꝛo, learned or unlearned) that 
hate or oppoſe this „% diligente. God bids us love, 
and ſeek, and ferve him, with all our heart, and ſoul, 
nd. might: And theſe men call them Zealots, and 
etiam, and "Puritans, that *endedvour it; though, 
alas, they fall exceeding ſhort, when they have done 
their beſt. It is one of the n1oft wonderful monſtro- 
fities and deformities that ever befel the natùre of Man, 
that men, that learned men, that Men that in other 
things are wiſe, ſhould ſeriouſly think that the utmoſt 
diligence to obey the Lord and fave our Souls, is d. 
teſs, and that ever they ſhould take it for'a cine, and 
make it a matter of reproarh: That the ſerious, diligent 
obeying of God's Luus, ſhould be the matter of the 
common diſdain and hatred of the world; that no men 
are more generally ubforred, and toſt up and down by 
impatient men: that great and ſmall, the Rulers and 


vulfgar rabble, in nf places of the Earth cannot endure 
them. To think how the Fir Man that ever was Born 
into the World, did Fate it own brother till be had 
proceeded to Murder him, becauſe he ferved God, bei- 
ter than himſelf, [ Becauſe his own works there evil, and 
tis brother's righteous] 1 John in. 12. and how confan 
This horrid unnatural madneſs hath ſucceeded and raged 
in the world from Cain until this day! It is not in vain 
that the Holy Ghoſt adteth,” in the next words, ! 
John ii, 13. [ Marvel not ny brethren, if the world hate 
on,] Implying that we are apt to 'marvel af it, as! 
confeſs 1 have % and greatly done. Methinks, it is ſo 
wonderful a plague and /2in in Nature, that it doth 
voy much to confirm me of the truth of Scriptute; 
of the Doctrine of man's fall and original fin, arid the 
nereffity of à Reconciler, and of renewing Grace. 
1 885 1 es Diſtracted, 
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Diſtracted, miſerable Souls ! Is it not enough for 
you to refuſe your 0701 ſalva!zon, but you muſt. be angry 
with all that will not imitate. you! Is it not ma 
enough, and bad enough to chuſe Damnation, but you 
muſt be offended with all that are not of your mind! 
If you will not believe God, that without Regenera- 
tion, Converſion, Holineſs, and a heavenly. Spiritual 
life, there is no ſalvation to be hoped for, (Fohn iii. 3, 
5, 6. Matt. xviti. 3. Heb. xii. 14. Rom. vill, 9, 13. 
2 Cor v. 17.) muſt we all be unbelievers with you? it 
you will laugh, at hell till you are in it, muſt we do ſo, 
too? If God and glory ſeem leſs worth to you than; 
your fleſhly pleaſure for a time, muſt we renounce our 
Chriftianity, and our Reaſon. tor fear of differing from. 
you? If you dare differ trom your Maker, and the Re- 
deemer, and the Holy Ghoſt. and all the Prophets, Es 
and Evangeli/ts, and all that eyer came- to Heaven, 
might not we be bold to differ from you? If you ail 
needs be ungodly, and chooſe your everlaſting Woe, 
be patient with them that have more underſtanding, 
and date not be ſo hardy as to leap after you into 
the unquenchable fire; Mock not at holineſs if you 
have no mind of it. Hinder not them that rive 
to enter in at the ftrait gate, if you refrain yourſtlves, 
Be not ſo defirous of company in hell. It will prove 
ho comfort to you, or abatement of your pain. 
But becauſe you have the faces to contradict the 
God of truth, and to reproach that work which he 
commandeth, and to ſav, What needs. ſo much ado? 
when he bids us do it with all our might ; I will briefly 
tell you what you are doing, and. ſbew you the ugly lace 
of the ſcorner, and the filthy hearts of the enemies of 
holineſs, that if it may be, you may loath yourſelves... 

1. Theſe enemies of holy diligence, deny God with their 
works and lives, and are practical Atheiſts; and it ſeems 
are ſo near of kin to [hat wicked one,] (lee 1 Joh 
ll. 12.) that they would have a/ others. to do lo too. 
And then how ſoon. would earth be turned into Hell] 
The caſe is plain: If God delerve not to be loved and 

> Do. ſerved , 
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ſerved with all thy heart, and ſoul and might, he is aw 
God. And if thy wealth, or honour, or fleſh, or friend 
deſerveth more of thy love, and care, and ' diligence 
than God, then that is thy God that deſerveth beſt. See 
now what theſe deriders of purity and obedience do think 
of God, and of the world. | 

2. Theſe Cainites do blaſpheme the Governor of the 
world : When he hath given Laws to the Creatures that 
he made of nothing, theſe wretches deride and hate 
men for obeying them. If God have not commanded 
that which you oppoſe contradict it, and fpare not: 
I would you were muck more againſt that pretended 


| Religion which he commandeth not. But if he have com. 
manded it, and yet you dare revile them as too Pure 


and Preciſe that would obey it, what do you but charge 
the King of Saints with making Laws that are not 
to be obeyed? which muſt needs imply that they are 
Fooliſh, or Bad, though made by the meft Wiſe and 
Gn” wer affcra:n thr in | 

3. Theſe Enemies of Holineſs oppoſe the practice of the 


very fir, Principles of all Religion. For Heb. xi. b. 


[He that cometh to God, muſt believe that God is, and 
that he is the Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek lin.] 
And it's diligent ſeeking him that they hate and ſet them- 
ſelves aſe ht | R | A 
4. Do nos they judge Heaven to be leſs worth than Earth; 
when they will do /efs for it, and would have others t 
do ſo too? Tn 0 

6. They would have us all unchriſtian and unman our. 
ſelues, as if there were no life to come; as if our Rea- 


on and all our Faculties were given us in vain. For 


if 'they are not given us for greater matters than all 
the Honours and Pleaſures of the World, they arg 
in vain, or . and the life of Man is but a Dream 
and Miſery. 
were all? 
6. How baſe a Price do theſe Cainites ſet on the immortal 
Soul of Man, that think it not worth ſo much ado, 3 
the careful Obedience of the Laws of Chriſt? _ 
op aber aac: donate 
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worth ſo much as they do themſelves for their filtby 
Sins and periſhing Fleſh? But would have us ſo mad as 
to ſell Heaven and our Souls for a little ſinful Sloth and 
Laſe. 

7. Theſe Enemies of Holineſs would have Men take their 
Mercies for their Hurt, and their greateft Bleſſings for 4 
Burthen or a Plague, and to run into Hell to be delivered 
from them. Why Man doft thou know what Holineſs 
i5? and what it is to have acceſs to God? I tell thee it 
js the fore-tafte of Heaven on Earth. It is the Higheſt 
Glory, and ſweeteſt Delight, and chiefeſt Commodity 
to the Soul. And art thou afraid of having too much' 
of this? What, ou that haft none (which ſhould make 
thee Tremble) art thou afraid of having oo much? 
Thou that never feareſt too much Money, nor oo muck 
Honour, nor too much Health, art thou afraid of foo muck 
Spiritual Health and Holineſs? What ſhall be thy Defre, 
if thou loath and fly from thy Felicity? 5 

8, You that are Loyal Subjects, take heed of theſe 
ungodly Scorners: For by conſequence they would tempt 
Jon to deſpiſe your King, and make a mock at the obeying of 
his Commands. and Laws. For if a Man perſuade you to 
deſpiſe a Fudge, he implieth that you may deſpiſe a 
Conſtable, No King is ſo great in Compariſon of God, 
as a Fly or Worm is to that King. He therefore that 
would relax the Laws of God, and make it ſeem a need- 
leſs thing ta obey him diligently and exactly, implieth 


that Obedience to any of the Sons of Men, is much 1 


more needleſs. 5 | 7 
And you that are Children or Servants, take heed” 
of the Doctrine of theſe Men: *Mafeers, admit it not 
into your Families. If he be worthy to be ſcorned as 
a Puritan or Precifian, that is careful to Pleaſe and Obey 
the Lord, what Scorn do your Children and Servants 
os if they will be Obedient and Pleaſing to ſuch 
as you? ; 5 
9. All you that are Poor Tradeſmen, take heed of 
the Conſequences of the Cainites \ſcorns, leſt it make vou 
give over the labours of your Calling, and turn 5" 
fi >= | elves 


# 
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ſelves and Families into. Beggary. For if Heaven be 
not worth your greateſt labour, your Bodies, are not 
worth. the leaſt, 4 n 

10. Theſe Cainites ſpeak againſi the awakened Conſciencei, 
and the. Confeſſions of all the World, Whatloever they 
may ſay. in the Dream of their blind Preſumption and 
Security, at laſt, when Death hath opened their Eyes, 
they. al cry, O that we had. been Saints! O that we 
might Die the Death of the Righteous, and that, our 
laſt End migbt be as his! O that we, had ſpent that 
Time, and Caro, and Labour for our Souls, which 
we {pent on that which now is Gall to our Remem- 
brance! And jet theſe Men will take no warning, 
but now oppole and deride that courſe that all the 
World. do with at laſt they had been as zealous for 


. 11. The Enemy himſelf hath a conſcience within him, that 
either grudgeth againſt his Malicious Impiety, and 
witneffeth that he Ahuſeth them that are far better than 
himſelf, or at leaſt will ſhortly call him to a reckoning, 
and tell him better what he did, and make him change 


his Face and Tune, and wiſh himſelf in the cale of thoſe 


that he did oppoſe, 

12. To conclude, the Carte is of that wicked one, 1 
Jahn iii. 12. of „it Father the Devil, John viii. 42, 44 
and is bis walking, ſpeaking inſtrument on Earth, ſay- 
ing what he binatelf would ſay: He is the open Enemy of 
God. For who are his Enamies, but the Enemies of 
Holineſs, of his Laws, of our Obedience, of his Image, 
and of his Saints? And how wilt Chriſt-deal at laſt with 
bis Enemies? Luke xix. 27, O that they knew, that 
foreſeeing, they might eſcape! This is the- true, the 
ugly Picture of a Carnie, or Enemy of a Holy Life, 
that reproacheth ſerious. diligence as a preciſe and need. 
leſs thing, when God commandeth us, and Death, and 
the Grave, and Eternity admoniſh us to do his work 
with all our might. Now conſider this ye that forget 
God, left he /ear you in pieces, and there be none to deuive! 
Jou, Plal. I. 22. | ; The 
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The matter is now laid before you, and much in 
vour own hands; it will not be ſo long! What will 
you now do? Have I convinced you now, that God 
and your Salvation are to be ſought with all your might? 
If | have not, it is not for want of evidence in what 
is ſaid, but for want of willingneſs in yourſelves to 
know the truth: 1 have proved to you, that it is a mat- 
ter out of controverſy, unleſs your luſts, and paſſions, and 
carnal intereſt will make à controverſy of it. I befeech 
vou tell me if you be of any Religion at ail, why are 
you not rift, and ſerious, and ' diligent, and mortiſied, 
and heavenly in that Religion which you are of? Sure you 
will not fo far ſhame your own Religion, whatever it be, 
35 to ſay that your Religion is not for mortification, 
holineſs, heavenlineſs, ſelf-denial, or that your Religion 
alloweth you to be 'ambitious, covetous, giuttonous, 
drunken, to curſe, and ſwear, and whore, and rail and 
oppreſs the innocent: It is not Religion, but Diabolical 
ſerpeuline malignity t hat is for any of this. 
It's wonderful to think, that learned men, and Gen- 
tkmen, and men that pretend to reaſon and ingenuity, 
can quietly detray their ſouls to the Devil upon ſuch 
filly grounds, and do the evil that they have no more 
to ſay for, and neglect that duty that they have no 
more to ſay againſt, When they know they muſt do it 
NOW or NEVER! That while they ronfeſs that 
there is a God, and a life to come, a Heaven! and 
2 Hell, and that this life is purpofely given us for 
preparation of Eternity; while they confeſs that God 
is moſt wiſe, and holy, and good, and juſt, and that fin 
is the greateſt evil, and that the Word of God is true, 
they can yet make thift to quiet themſelves in an un- 
holy, ſenſual, careleſs life: And that while they honout 
the Apoſtles and Martyrs, and Saints that are dead and 
gone, they hate their fucceſſors and jmitators, and the 
lives that they lived, and are inclined to make more 
Martyrs by their malicious craelty. us 
Alas, all this comes from the want of a found belief 
of the things which they never faw ; and the diſtance 
of thoſe things, and the power of Paſſion, aud ſenſual 
EY, objects 


J 
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objeAs and inclinations, that hurry them away after 
prelent vanities, and conquer Reaſon, and rob them of 
their Humanity ; and by the noiſe of the company of 
ſenſual finners, that harden and deaſen one auother, 
and by the juſt judgment of God forſaking thoſe that 
would not know him, and leaving them to the blind. 
nels and hardneſs of their hearts. But is there 20 rene- 
dy! O thou the fountain of mercy and relief, vouchſaſe 
theſe miſerable finners a remedy! O thou the Saviour of 
loſt mankind, have mercy upon thele finners 1n the 
depth of their ſecurity, preſumption and milery ! O thou 
the Illuminater and Sanctifier of ſouls, apply the r- 
medy ſo dearly purchaſed ! Me are conſtrained oft o 
fear leſt it be much long of us, that ſhould more ſeriouſy 
apply the awakening truths of God unto men's hearts, 
And verily our conſciences cannot but accuſe us, that 
when we are moſt /vely and ſerious, alas, we ſeem but 
almoſt to trifle, confidering on what a meſſage we 
come, and of what tranſcendant things we peak, 
But Satan hath got his advantage upon our hearts, that 
ſhould be inſtrumental to kindle 7hetrs,. as well as. or 
theirs that ſhould receive the truth. O that we could 
thirſt more after their ſalvation! O that we could 
pray harder for it; and entreat them more earneſtly; 
as thoſe that were loath to take a denial from God or 
man. I muſt confeſs to you all with ſhame and for- 
row, that 1 am even amazed to think of the hardnels 
of my own, heart that melteth no more in compaſſion 
to the miſerable, and 1s no more earneſt and 1mportunate 
with ſinners when 1 am upon tuch a ſubject as this; and 
am telling them that it muſt be NOW or NEVER; 
and when the meſſenger of Death within, and the fant 
of men's © diſpleaſure 4. tezthout, doth tell me bos 
likely it is that my 7ime ſhall be but ort, and that i 
1 will ſay any thing that may reach the hearts of fin- 
ners, for ought I know, it muſt be NOW or NEVER. 
O what an obſtinate, what a lamentable diſeaſe 1s 
this inſenſibility and bardneſs of heart! If 1 were fur 
this were the laſt Sermon that ever 1 ſhould preach 1 fivd 
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now. my heart would. ſhew its fluggiſhneſs, and rob 
poor ſouls of the ſerfous fervour which is ſuitable to 
the ſubject and their caſe, and needful to the deſired 


lucceſs. 1 0 


1G) bat a6 ies bas e 
But yet, poor ſleepy ſinners, hear us: Though we 

ſpeak not to you as men. would. do that had ſeen Heaven 
and Hell, and were themſelves in a rea awakened 
frame, yet hear us while we ſpeak to you. the words of 
Truth, with ſome ſeriouſneſs and compaſhonate deſire of 
your Salvation. O look up to your God: Look guy 
unto eternity : Look inwardly, upon your ſouls: Leak 
wiſely upon your. ſhort and haſty Time; and then be- 
think you how the little remnant of your Time ſhould 
be employed; and what it is that mo ooncerneth you to 
diſpatch and ſecure before you die. Now you haye Ser- 
nous, and Books, and War 55 It will not be ſo lang: 
Preachers muſt have done: Cod threateneth them, and 
Death threateneth them, and Men threaten them, and 
it's you, it's you that are molt ſeverely threatened, and 
that ate called on by God's warnings [ any man have 


an earlo hear, let him hear.) Now you, have abundance - 


of private helps, you have abundance of . underſtanding ' 
racious companions; you have the Lord's days to 
pend in holy exerciſes, for the edification and ſolace f 
your ſouls; you have a choice of ſound and ſerious 
Books; and bleſſed be God, you have the Protection 
of a Chriſtian and a Proteſtant King and Magiſtracy : 
O what unvaluable mercies are all theſe! O know your 
time, and uſe theſe with induſtry; and improve 'this 
harveſt for your ſouls! For it will not be thus a/ways; 
It muſl be NOW or NEVER. N 2189 4 
| You have yet time and leave to Pray and cry to God 
in hope: Yet if you have hearts and tongues, he hath 
an bearing ear; The Spirit of grace; is ready to aſſiſt 


you: It will not be thus a/ways:. The time is coming 


when the loudeſt cries will do no good: O pray, Pray. 
pray, poor needy miſerable ſinners; for it muſt he 
NOW or NEVER. 7 
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Lou have yer health and wa and Bodies fit to 
ſerve your Souls: It will not ſo always: Lan- 
guiſhing and pains and death are coming. O uſe your 
health — ſtrength for God; for 1 it muſt be NOW or 
NEVER. . | 
Conſider that God who bath commanded thee th 
work, hath alſo appointed thee thy time. And this is 
his a dointed time. To day t zerefote hearken to 
his volee, and ſee that thou eg not thy heart: 75 
that bids \tlice Repeiit and twork out th y Salvation with fe 
and trembling, dothi alſq bid thee dd it Now : Obey 
in the line, if thou wilt be indeed obedient; He Ar 
bderRatideth the fitteft time. One would think to 
men that have loſt fo much already, and loitered ſo 
tone, and are ſo lamenta 'behind-hand, and ſtand ſo 
ext the Bar of God, d their everlaſting ſtate, thete 
ſhould be no need to y any more, to rluade them 
to be up and ae A cal add but this: "You are 
never lte to have a bitter time. Take this or the work 
will- grow olg Affrult mare doubtful, it through the 
juſt judgmetit of God, it i hot deſperate, If all 
this will not ſerve, but ſtill you wilt loiter till Time be 
ue, what can your poor Br riends do but lament your 
miſery! The Lord knows, if we knew what words, 
what pains, what'coft would tend to your 8 60 
and eonvefſjon, and Salvation, we ſhould be. | 
fobmit to it; and we hope we ſhould not thin 
lubours, or liberties, or our lives too dear to 14 
60 bleſſec and ſo neceffary a work. But if when, all is 
done that we can do, you will leave us nothing but our 
tears and moans for felt-deftroy 155 the fin is yours, 4 and 
ide fuffeting ſhall de yours: I can do no more, I ſhall 
leave this upon record, that I 100k our Time to tell 75 
home, that SERIOUS DILIGENCE is neceflary 
your Salvation; and that God is the Rewarder of 6s 
aur thy ſeek kim, | Heb. xi. 6. and that hs 
Nen. Way, your ety It muſt be NOW ol 
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d 
hich. 4 V ane 
defireth, inſomuch that tt bi 
We die the death of t um 0 
my Jaſt end be like his: yet for all this 9 are 1 5 
very few that do obtain that ever Jp > he deſired 055 — 
inſomuch that many minent ,profefſors drop ſhor 
a welcome from God; into this plealant place. | "The 
apoſtle, therefore, bpoppls he did defire the lalvation g 
the, Corinthians, * 8 mite this epiltle, layeth | 
them down in Ys N cove which, if 
taken, would be for th * help a 
Firſt, Not to be wicked, and Gt till and W. for 
heaven, put to run for it.” 
Secondly, Not to content themſelves with ey e nac 
e 5 hag by, So run th hat ye may tain.” 
Ee. xii, Heb, xi. As if he (bould ſay, Some, becauſe 
they would not loſe, 25 ſouls, they begin to run 
times, they run apace, they run with N t hey | 
run the right way, Matt. 12 26. 1 Cor. iv. 13. 
du ſo run. Some run from both ane 3 
ricnds, andcompanions, and this that they tina the 
ons! Wot you ſo run, 8 Cor. vi. * _ tro 
Cen” | 


Hides, and happinels is that 
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temptations, afflictions, good report, evil report, that 
they may win the * Do you ſo run. So run 


run in a race, run all, but one F. the F 11 So 
run that ye may « obtain.“ That is, do not only run, 
but be ſure you win as well as run. * So run that ye 
may obtain. * 6 

[ ſhall not need to make any creat 3 i opening the 
words at this time, but ſhall rather Jay down one doc- 
trine that I do ſind in them; and in proſecuting 
that I ſhall my oy in ſome mealure, the ſcope of 
the words. P41: ; — 27 

The DeSirine i is his 'They that will have heaven, 
they muſt run for it; I ſay, they that will have heaven 
Frey maſt rut for "it. I beſeech you to heed it well, 
gw ye not that they which run in a race, run all, 
— iis obtaineth Fong tize? 80 run ye. The prize is 
Heaven, and if you 8 have it, you 12 run for it. 
You have another, ſcripture ff for b in the xiith of the 
Hebrews, the ift, 2d, Fang 30 verſes, Wherefore'ſee- 
ing allo,” faith the apoſtle, that we are compaſſed 
about with ſo great à clopd of witneſſes, let us lay 
aſide every weight, and the fin that doth fo eaſily beſet 
us, and let us run with atience the race that! is ſet be? 


fore us. And let Us ru \ farth he 101 $36 o HE 24 
Again, faith'St. Paul, Io run not as ufcefpainhj 0 
by kt I, &c.. . ol 05% 64 4067-1913 


6 YO 10 y nber 03 164 tbooat 
Hl, Fle Obſerve, that this runhing is not ab 
ordinary, or pH fort of running, but it is to be'under- 
ſtooc e the fivifteft fort of tunning; and therefore in 
6 fixth” of tlie Hebrews it is called a fleeing. Tbat 
1 might have ſtrong conſolation,” who have' fled for 
* 


pe, to lay hold on the hope (et before us. Mark, 
conterning the man that was to flee to "the city of refuge 


ho have fled.“ It is taken from the xxth of Joſhua, 
when 
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when the aven ger of blood was hard at his heels to take 
vengeance on him for the offence he had i 
therefore it is à running or fleeing for one's life. 
running with all might and main, as ye uſe to "hi 
80 run. 

Second, Prof. \ Secaiidly; This running in another 
place is called a Greffng g. Phil. iii. 14. I preſs towards 
the mark; which ſignifieth that they who will have 
— muſt not ſtick at any difficulties they meet with, 

but preſs, croud, and thruſt through all that may ſtand 
between heaven and their ſouls. So run. 

Third, Continning. This running is called in 1 
place A in the way of life, Col. i. 14. If you 
continue in the faith grounded and ſettled, and be not 
moved away from the hope of the 4552 of Chriſt.” 
Not to run a little now and then, by fits and ſtarts, or 
half way, or almoſt thither, but to Hen for my life, to 
run through all difficulties, and to continue therein to 
the end of the race, which muſt be to the end of my 
life,” So run that ye may obtain.” And the reaſons for 
this point are theſe: 

Firſt, Becauſe all or every oe lt runneth doth not 
obtain the prize; there be many that do run, yea, and 
run far too, who yet miſs of the crown that ſtandeth at 
the end of the race. Te know that all that run in a 
race do not obtain the victory; they all run, but one 
wins. And ſo it is here; Luke xi. 1 Tim. ii. 5. It is 
not every one that runneth, not every one that ecketh, - 
nor every one that ſtriveth for the maſtery, that hath it, 
„Though a man do ſtrive for the maſtery, faith Paul, 
Jet he is not crowned unleſs he ftrive laufully; that 
is, unleſs he ſo tun, and fo ſtrive, as to bave God's 
approbation. What] Do you think that every heavy - 
heel d profeſſor will bave heaven? What! every — 4 
* every wanton and fooliſh proſeſſor, that will be 

ſtopped by any thing, kept back by any thing, that 
ſcarce runneth ſo faſt heavenward as a ſnail creepeth on 
tie ground? Nay there are ſome' profeſſors do not 5 
on ſo faſt in the way of God as a ſnail doth he 
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et theſe think that heaven anc neſs i 
Hap them; A be ſtay, there be many mote t HOY — 
there be that obtain; therefore he that wil have heaven 
W run . WI RW 
Secondly, Becauſe y you Ws that though a an 
run, yet 1 he do not overcame, or wing: as, well mo, 
what will they be th better for their. tunning? > The 
will get nothing. Lou know the man, tl pets 
doth; it that he may win the prize; but he doth. got 
obtain it, he doth loſe bis labou uh, ſpend. bis pains and 
time, and that to no purpoſe: I lay, he getteth nothing 
And, ah] how many ſuch runners will there be found 
at the day of 1 0 even multitudes that bare 
run, yea, Fon Þ er as to come to, heaven's i 
not be Able to get any, 955 but there e and kngcking, 
when, it is too, late, hee, Lord, Lord, when, they 
po nojling but, rebukes for their bo he *Depar 
rom 80 you come, here, u e too late, you 
run too, lazily, the door is ſhut. once the 
©maſter of the houſe «1 15. riſeo up 'fa b th, Ch Fa 
chath ſhut the door, and ye We to 155 without, zu 
to knock: laying, Lord, L960, 1 unto us, bio 
a 1 [toy Wo not, © lad wal ya 
be that ry and 1  therek ore, if ;you 
will yo lea des run cog i 50 i ne "the F 
ma 135 = 


10 1 ea to. 2 4 wick hegt, "world 200 
de eyll to overcome: Ry fs $i are many ſteps to be 
taken by thaſe that intend to be ſaxed, by running o 
walking in the 2 of that "faith of. your father Abn- 
ham. | Qut of eypt,; thou muſh go yþrough. the Red 
la, thou wult rug a long and ee journey, ne 
the " howling wilderneſs, before * come tothe 
6 ah ef 

WW ly, They that vill K go. to hearts, they wol 
run for it; becaule as the way. is long. ſo the time in 
ich, they are to get to the of it is, dream 
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the time preſent is the only time; thou haſt no more 
ime allotted thee than that thou now enjoyeſt, Prov. 
«xvii. 1. Boaſt not thyſelf of to-morraw, for thou 
« knoweſt not What a day may bring forth.” Do not 
ay, 1 bave time enough to get to heaven (even years 
lence; for I tell thee the bell may toll for thee before 
ſeven days more be ended; and when death comes, away 
thou muſt go, whether thou act provided or not; and 
therefore look to it, make no delays; it is not good dal- 
hing with things of great concernment, as the ſalva- 
tion or damnation of thy ſoul. Lou know he that 


* 


lath a great way to go in a little time, and leſs by half 
than he thinks of, he had need run for it. GP 

' Fifthly, They that will have heaven, they muſt run 
for it, becauſe the devil, the law, fin, death, and hell, 
followeth them, There is never a poor ſoul that is 
going to heaven, but the devil, the law, fin, death, and 
hell, makes after that ſoul, 1 Pet. v. 8. The devil, 
our adverſary, as a roaring lion, goeth about; ſecking 
' whom he may devour.” And I will affure you the 
devil is nimble, be can run apace, he is light of foot, 
be hath overtaken many, he hath turn'd up their heels, 
and hath given them an everlaſting fall. Alfa the law, . 
that can (hoot a great way, have a care thou keep out 
of the reach of thoſe great guns, the ten command- 
ments, Hell alſo hath a wide mouth, it can ſtretch it- 
ſelf farther than you are aware of; and as the Angel 
laid to Lot, Gen. xix. *'Take heed, look not behind 

' thee, neither tarry thau in all the plain (that is, any 
' where between, this and heaven] leſt thou; be con- 
ſumed; ſo ſay 1 to thee, Take heed, tarty not, left 
cither the devil, hell, death, or the fearful curſes of the 
law. of God do overtake thee, and throw thee down. 1a 
tg widſt of thy ſins, ſo as never. 10 riſe, and recover 
again, If this were well confdered, then thou, as well 
s I, wouldſt ſay, They that, will have heaven muſt run 


n 


Sixthly, They that will g0 to beaven muſt run 


tar it, becauſe perchance the gates of heaven may be 
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ſhut ſhortly.” Sometimes ſinners have not heaven 


gates open to them ſo long as they ſuppole; and if they 


be once ſhut againſt a man, they are ſo heavy that al 
the men in the world, nor all the angels 1 in heaven ar 


not able to open them, Rev. mi. 7. I ſhut, and 
no man can open, ſaith Chriſt. "Ra 

ſhouldſt come but one quarter of an hour too late, | 
tell thee it will coſt thee an eternity to bewail thy mi 


now if thoy 


in. Francis Spira can tell thee what it. is to fla) till the 
gate of mercy be quite ſhut; or to run fo lazily tha 
they be ſhut before thou get within them. What! to be 
ſhut out? What! out of heaven? Sinner, rathef thas 
loſe it, run for it, yea, and ſo run that thou maxed 
obtain. 

Laſtly, Becauſe if thou loſe, thou loſeſt all; thoy 
loſeſt foul, God, Chriſt, heaven, eaſe, peace, Ke. Be 
ſides, thou layeſt thyſelf open to all the ſhame, cor- 
tempt, and reproach that either God, Chriſt, faint, 
the world, fin, the devil, and all can lay upon the, 


' Luke xiv. 28, 29, 30, &c. As Chriſt ſaith of the foo. 


iſh builder, fo will ſay of thee, if thou be ſuch a one 
that runs and miſſeſt; I ſay, even all that go by will 
begin to mock at thee "aying, * This man began to rus 
well, but was not able to finiſh.” But more of thi 
anon. 

Queſt. But how ſhould a poor ſoul do to run? Far 


| this very thing is that which afflicteth me ſore, (as you 
. fay) to think that 1 may run, and yet fall ſhort. Me. 


tiger to fall ſhort at laſt, O it ſear me hap! bg Pray 
tell me, therefore, how 1 ſhould: run © 

Anſ. That thou mayeſt indeed be fatisficd in this pat- 
ticular, conſider theſe following things. 

The fir Direction. If thou would'ſt fo run as to 
obtain the kingdom of heaven, then be ſure that thou 
get into the way that leadeth thither: for it is a vw 
thing to think that ever thou ſhalt have the pſt 
though thou runneſt ever ſo faſt, unleſs thou art in 7 


way that leads to it. Set the caſe that there ſhould 


a man in London that was to run to AE hon 
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get; now though he run never ſo ſwiftly, yet if he run 


full ſouth, he might run himſelf quickly out of breath, 


and be never the nearer the prize, but rather the farther 
off. Juit ſo is it here, it is not ſimply the runner, nor yet 
the haſty runner, that winneth the crown, unleſs he be 


in the way that leadeth thereto. I have obſerved, that 


little time which I have heen a profeſſor, that there is 


great running to and fro, ſome this way and ſome that 


way, yet it is to be feared moſt of them are out of the 
way; and then, though they run as ſwift, as the eagle 
can fly, they are benefited nothing at all. | 

Here one runs a Quaking, another a Ranting; one. 
again after the Baptiſm, and another after the Indepen- 
dency: here's one for Free-will, and another for Preſ- 
bytery, and yet poſſibly moſt of all theſe ſects run quite 
the wrong way, and yet every one is for his life, his 
ſoul, either for heaven or hell. 3 

If thou now ſay, which is the way? 1 tell thee it is 
Chriſt the Son of Mary, the Son of God. Jeſus ſaith, 


* 
- 


John xiv. 6. I am the way, the truth, and the life; 


no man cometh to the father but by me.“ So. then 
thy. buſineſs is (if thou wouldeſt have ſalvat ion) to ſee. 


if Chriſt be thine, with all his benefits; -whetber he 


bath covered thee with his righteouſneſs, whether he 
| hath ſhewed thee that thy fins are waſhed away with 


his heart's-blood, whether thou art planted into him, 
and whether thou bave faith in him, ſo as to make a life 
out of him to conform thee to him; that is, ſuch faith as 
to conclude that thou art righteous, hecauſe Chriſt is 
thy righteouſneſs, and ſo conſtrained to walk with him 


as the joy of thy heart, becauſe he ſaveth thy. ſoul. 


And for the Lord's ſake take heed, and do not deceive 
thyſelf, and think that thou art in the way upon too 


„ grounds; for if thou; miſs the way, thou wilt miſs 
0 


the prize, and if thou miſs of that, I am ſure, 
thou wilt loſe thy ſoul, even that ſoul which is worth 
more than the whole world. ö Y 


But I have treated more largely on this in my Book. 


of the Two Covenants, and therefore ſhall paſs it now; 
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only 1 beſeech thee to have care of thy ſoul, and, that 
thou mayeſt ſo do, take this counſel, FA 

Miftruft thine on ſtrength, and throw it awa 


down on thy knees in prayer to the Lord for the pit 
of truth; ſearch his word for direction; flee Seducery' 
company; keep company with the ſoundeſt Chriſtians, . 
that have moſt experience of Chriſt, I tell thee this 
is a ſerious matter, and I fear thou wilt ſo little regard 
it, that the thoughts of the worth of the thing, and of 
thy too light regard of it, doth even make my heart 
ache whilſt I am writing to thee. The Lord teach 
thee the way by his Spirit, and then 1 am fure thoy 
— . VV od ep 

Only by the way let me bid thee have a care of two 


2. * <>” 


things, and fo I ſhall paſs to the next thing, 
Firſt, Have care of relying on the outward obedience 
to any of Gog's commands, of, thinking thyſelf ever 


the better in the fight of God for that. 
Secondly, Take heed, of fetching peace for thy ſoul 
from any inherent righteouſneſs. But if thou canſt be- 
lieve that as thou art a, finner, fo thou art juſtified 
freely by the love of God, through the redemption 
©that is in Chriſt ;” and that God for Chriſt's ſake hath 
| 28 thee, not becauſe he ſaw any thing done, ot to 
be done, in or by thee, to move him thereunto to do 
it; for that's the right way, the Lord put thee into it, 
and Key TRgr ay Ih, TT -O2* 


Die Second Direction. As thou ſhouldſt get into the 
way, fo thou ſhouldſt alſo be much in ſtudying and 
muſing on the way. You know men that would be 
expert in any thing, tliey ate uſually much in Rudying 
of that thing, and ſo likewiſe it is with thoſe who 
quickly grow expert in any way; this therefore thou 
ſhouldſt do: let thy ſtudy be much exerciſed: about 
Chriſt, who is the way; what he is, what he hath done, 
and why he is what he is, and why he hath done what 
he hath done; as why * he took upon him the form af: 
ſervant," Phil. ii. Why he was made in the . 
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© of men, why be cried, why he died, why, he bore the 
« fins of the world, 2 Cor. v. 21; why he was, made lin, 
and why he was made righteouſneſs; why he is in bea- 
ven in the nature of man, and what be doth, there 
Be much in muſing of theſe things; be thinking allo of 
theſe places which thou muſt not come near, but leave 
ſome on this hand an(l ſome on that hand; as it is with 
thoſe that travel into other countries, they muſt leave, 
ſuch a gate on this hand, and ſuch a buſh. on. that 
hand, and go by ſuch a place, where ſtandeth ſuch a 
thing: thus therefore thou muſt do, Avoid ſuch thin 
wr are exprefily forbidden in the word of God, 
Prov. v. * Withdraw thy foot too far from her, and 
come not nigh the door of her houſe, for her ſteps take 
hold of liell, going down to the chambers of death.“ 
Prov. vii. And lo of every thing that is not in the 
way, have a care of it; that thou go not by it; come 
not near it, have nothing to do with it. So run. 
The third Direction. Not only thus, but, in the 
next place, thou muſt ſtrip thyſelf of thoſe things that 
may hang upon thee, to the hindering of thee in the 
way to the kingdom of heaven, as covetouſneſs, pride, 
luſt, or whatever elſe thy heart may be inclining unto, 
which may hinder thee in this heavenly race. Men 
that run for a wager, if they intend to win as well as 
run, they do not uſe to incumber themſelves, or car- 
ty thoſe things about them, that may be an hindrance, | 
to them in their running, 1 Cor. ix. 15. Every man 
that ſtriveth for the maſtery, is temperate in all things. 
That is, he layeth aſide every thing that would be an 
wiſe a diſadvantage to him; as Gith the apoſtle, Heb. 
x. 1. Let us lay aſide every weight, and the fin, 
that doth ſo eaſily beſet us, and let us run with pati- 
*ence the race that is ſet before us,” It is but a vain thing 
to talk of going to heaven, if thou let thy heart be in- 
cumbered with ſome things that would binder. Would 
jou not ſay that ſuch a man would be in danger of 
loſing, though he run, if he fill his pockets with Nones, 
: Dd2 a bang 
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hang heavy garments on his ſhoulders, and great lum. 
piſh ſhoes on his feet? So it is here, thou talkeſt of 
going to heaven, and yet fillet thy pocket with ſtones, 
(1 23 filleth thy heart with this world, let'ſt that hang 
thy ſhoulders, with its profits and pleaſures: alas, 
alas, thou art widely miſtaken; if thou intend to 
win thou muſt ſtrip, that thou muſt Jay aſide every 
2 thou muſt be temperate in all things. Thou 
muſt ſo run. f | | 
The fourth Direction. Beware of bye-paths, take 
| heed thou doſt noi turn into theſe lanes which lead out 
of the way. There are crooked paths in which men go 
aſtray; paths that lead to death and damnation, but 
take heed of all thoſe, 1/a. lix. 8. Prov. iii. 17. Prov, 
vii. 25, Some of them are dangerous becauſe of prac- 
tice, ſome becauſe of opinion, but mind them not, 
mind the path before thee, look right before thee, turn 
neither to the right hand nor to the left, but let thine 
eyes look on, even right before thee, Prov. iv. 26, 27. 
* Ponder the paths of thy feet, and let all thy ways be 
eſtabliſhed. Turn not to the right hand nor to the 
left. Remove thy foot far from evil.” This counſel - 
being not fo ſeriouſly taken as given, is the reaſon of 
= that ſtarting from opinion to opinion, reeling this - 
I; and that way, out of this Jane into that Jane, and fo 
| miſſing the way to the kingdom. Though the way to 
heaven be but one, yet there are many crooked lanes 
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2 and bye · paths ſhoot down upon it, as I may ſay. And p 
4 again, notwithſtanding the kingdom of heaven be ibe 
1 biggeſt city, yet uſually thoſe oye-paths are the moſt l 
| beaten, moſt travellers go thoſe ways; and therefore the k 
_ way to heaven is hard to be found, and as hard to be t 
| kept in, by reaſon of theſe. Yet nevertheleſs it is in e) 
this caſe, as it was with the barlot of Jericho, Job. in 
i. 28; ſhe had one ſcarlet thread tied in her window, m 


by which her houſe was known; ſo it is here, the ſcat- 
et ſtreams of Chriſt's blood run throughout the way 
to the kingdom of heaven; therefore mind that, ſee 


- 
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i thou do find the beſprinkling of the blood of Chriſt 
in the way, and if thou do be of good cheer, thou art 
tin the right way ;* but have a care thou beguile not 
thyſelf with fancy, for then thou may'ſt light into any 
zoe or way; but that thou may'ſt not be miſtaken, 
conſider, though it ſeem never ſo pleaſant, yet if thou 
do not find that in the middle of the road, there is 
written with * the heart-blood of Chriſt, that he came 
into the world to ſave ſinners, and that we are juſti- 
fied, though we are ungodly; ſhun that way; for 
this it is which the apoſtle meaneth when he ſaith, * We 
© have boldneſs to enter into the holieſt by the blood of 
' Jeſus, by a new and living way which he hath conſe- 
* crated for us, through the veil, that is to ſay, his 
' fleſh,” How eaſy a matter is it in this our day, for 
the devil to be too cunning for poor ſouis, by calling his 
bye · paths the way to the kingdom ? If ſuch an opinion 
or fancy be but cried up, by one or more, the 1nſcrip- 
tion being ſet upon it by the devil [This is the way of 
God,] how ſpeedily, greedily, and by heaps do poor 
ſimple ſouls throw away themſelves upon it; eſpecially 
if it be daubed over with a few external acts of mora- 
lity, if ſo good ? But this 1s becauſe men do not know 
painted bye-paths from the plain way to the kingdom 
of heaven. They have not yet learned the true Chriſt, 
and what his righteouſneſs 1s; * neither have they a 
' ſenſe of their own inſufficiency,” but are bold, proud, 
preſumptuous, ſelf-conceited. And therefore, 

The fifth Direction. Do not thou be too much in 
| looking too high in thy journey heaven-wards. You 
know men that run a race do not uſe to ſtare and gaze 
this way and that, neither do they uſe to caſt up their 
| eyes too high, leſt haply, through their too much gaz- 
ing with their eyes after other things, they wy in the 
| mean time ſtumble, and catch a fall. The very ſame caſe 
ls this, if thou gaze and ſtare after every opinion and 
Th way that comes into the world; alſo if thou by pry- 
4 ing over much into God's ſecret decrees, or let thy heart 
f too much entertain queſtions about ſome nice, fooliſh 

| ' curioſities, 
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curioſities, thou may ſt ſtumble and fall, as many hundred 
in England have done, to their owneternal overthrow, with. 
out the marvellous operation of God's grace be ſuddenly 
ſtretched forth, to bring them back again, Take heed 
therefore; follow not that proud and lofty ſpirit, that,deyil. 
like, cannot be content with his own ſtation, David was 
of an excellent ſpirit, where be ſaith, Pſal. cxxxi. 1, 2. 
Lord, my beart is not baughty, nor mine eyes loſty, 
* neither do | exerciſe myſelf in great matters, or things 
. * tao high for me. Surely I have behaved and quieted 
* myſelf as a child that is weaned of. his mother: my 
* ſoul is even as a weaned child,” Do thou ſo run, 
Ie fixth Direction. Take heed that you have not an 
ear open to every one that calleth after you, as you ate in 
your journey. Men that run, you know, if any do 
call atter them, ſayi would ſpeak with you, or go 
not too faſt, and you thall have my company with you; 
if they run for ſome great matter, they uſe 10 ſay, alas, 
I cannot ſtay, 1 am in haſte, pray talk not to me now; 
neither can | ſtay for you. I am now running for a 


wager : If I win, I am made; If 1 loſe, I am undone, 


and therefore binder me not. Thus wiſe are men when 
they run for corruptible things, and thus ſhouldeſt thou 
do ; and thou haſt more we to do ſo than they, for- 
aſmuch as they run but for things that laſt not, but 
thou for an incorruptible glory. I give thee notice of 
this betimes, knowing that thou ſhalt have a new call 
after thee, even the devil, fin, this world, vain com- 
pany, pleaſures, profits, eſteem among nien, eaſe, 
pomp, pride, together with an vnumerable company 
of ſuch companions;, one crying, ſlay for ne; the 
other ſaying, do not leave me behind; a third lay- 
ing, and take me along with you. What wil 
you go, faith. the devil, without your ſins, pleaſures, 
and profits—are you ſo haſty? Can you not ſtay and 

take theſe along with you? Will you leave your friends 
and companions behind you? Can you. not do as your 
neighbours do, carry the world, fin, luſt, plealure, 


profit, efteem among men, along with you? Hare? 
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care thou doſt not let thy ear, now be open to the 
tempting, enticing, faring, eee flat⸗ 
teries of ſuch ſink-ſouls as theſe are. My ſon, laith 
Salomon, if ſinners entice thee, conſent thou not, 
i 1. Di: eee x 
You know what it coft the young man which Solo- 
mon ſpeaks of in the 7th of the Proverbs, that was 
enticed by a Harlot. With much fair ſpeech ſhe won 
*him, and cauſed him to yield, with the flattering of 
her lips ſne forced him, till he went after her as an ox 
* 9oeth to the laughter, or as a fool to the correction of 
the flocks,” even fo far, till the dart ſtruck through 
his liver, and knew not that it was for his life. Heark- 
'en unto me now therefore.” ſaith he, O ye children, 
and attend to the words of my mouth, let not thine 
heart incline to her 'ways, go not aſtray in her paths, 
*{5r ſhe hath caſt down many wounded, yea, many 
 trong men have been fla'n (that is kept out of heaven) 
aby her; her houle is the way to hell, going down to 
the chambers of Death,” Saul, take this counſel, and 
ſay, Satan, fn, luſt, pleaſure, profit, pride, friends, 
companions, and every thing elle, let me alone, come 
* not nigh” me, for I am running for beaven, for my 
© (pul, for God, for Chriſt, from hell, and. everlaſti 
'damnation;* if 1 win, I win all; and if 1 loſe, Tho 
all; let me alone, for I will not hear. So run. 
The ſeventk Direction. In the next place, be not 
daunted though thou meeteſt with never ſo many diſ- 
coutagements in thy journey thither; that man that is 
reſolved for heaven, If Satan cannot win him by flat-⸗ 
* teries, he will endeavour to weaken him by diſcourage- 
ments, ſaying, thou art a ſinner, thou haſt broke 
God's law, thou art not elected, thou comeſt too late, 
the day of grace is paſt, God doth not care for thee, 
thou art lazy, with an hundred other ſuggeſtions; and 
thus it was, with David where he faith, P/a/. xxvii. 
13, 14. I had fainted unleſs I had believed to ſee the 
loving kindneſs of the Lord, in the land of the living.” 
As if be ſhould' ſay, the devil did ſo rage, and hes | 


| 


o 
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heart was ſo baſe, that had I judged according to my 
own ſenſe and feeling, I had been abſolutely diſtrae, 
but I truſted to Chriſt in the promiſe, and looked that 
God would be as good as his promiſe, in having mercy 
upon me, an unworthy ſinner; and this is that which 
encouraged me, and kept me from fainting. And thus 
muſt thou do when Satan, or the law of thine own con- 
ſcience, do go about to diſhearten thee, either by the 
greatneſs of thy ſins, the wickedneſs of thy heart, the 
tediouſneſs of the way, the loſs of outward enjoyments, 
the hatred that thou wilt procure from the world, ot 
the like; then thou mult encourage thyſelf with the 
© freenels of the promiſes, the tender-heartedneſs of 
« Chriſt, the merits of his. blood, the freeneſs of his 
* invitations, to come in, the greatneſs of the fin of 
© others that have been pardoned, and that the ſame 
God, through the ſame Chriſt, holdeth forth the 
* ſame grace as free as ever,” If theſe be not thy me- 
ditations thou wilt draw very heavily in the way to bea. 
ven, if thou do not give up all for loſt, and ſo knock 
off from following any farther ; therefore I ſay, take 
heart in thy journey, and ſay to them that ſeek thy 
deſtruction, rejoice not againſt me, O my enemy, for 
* when I fall 1 ſhall riſe; when I fit in darknels, the 
Lord ſhall be a light unto me.” Micah vii. 8. 
So run. » wa 1 
IIe eighth Direction. Take heed of being offended 
at the croſs that thou muſt go by before thou come to 
heaven. You muſt underſtand (as I have already touch- 
ed) that there is no man that goeth to heaven but be 
muſt go by the croſs: the crols is the ſtanding way. 
mark, by which all they that go to glory muſt 
© pals by.” : „ 
We muſt through much tribulation enter into the 
© kingdom of heaven. Yea, and all that will live godly 
in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer perſecution,” 4s xiv. 24 
2 Tim. iii. 12, If thou art in thy way to the Kingdom. 
my life for thine thou wilt come at the croſs (bor!) 
(the Lord grant thee thou doſt not ſhrink at it fo, ® 


t to 
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to turn thee back again.) * If any man will come after 
« me, (laith Chriſt) let him deny himfelf, and take up 
«his croſs daily and follow me,“ Lutte ix. 23. The 
croſs ſtands, and hath ſtood from the beginning as a 
way-mark to the kingdom of heaven. You know if 
one aſk you the way to ſuch a place, you for the better 
direftion do not only ſay, this is the way, but then alſo 
ſay, you muſt go by ſuch a gate, by ſuch a ſtile, ſuch 
a buſh, tree, bridge, or ſuch like; why, ſo it is here, 
art thou enquiring the way to heaven? Why 1 tell thee, 
Chriſt is the way; into him thou muſt” get, into his 
righteouſneſs to be juſtified; and if thou art in him, 
thou wilt preſently ſee the croſs, thou muſt go cloſe by 
it, thou muſt touch it, nay, thou muſt take it up, or 
elſe thou wilt quickly go out of the way that leads to 
heaven, and turn up ſome of thoſe crooked lanes that 
lead down to the chambers of death © 
Haw thou mayeſt know the Croſs, by ' theſe fix Things. 
1. It's known in the doctrine of juſtification; 2. In 
the doctrine of mortification. 3. In the doctrine of 
perſeverance. 4. In ſelf-denial. 5. Patience. 6. 
Communion with poor ſaints. | TE LS. 
Firſt, In the doctrine of juſtification, there is a great 


deal of the croſs in that; a man is forced to ſuffer the 


deſtruction of his own righteouſneſs, for the righteouſ- 
neſs of another. This is no eaſy matter for a man to 
do, I aſſure you it ſtretcheth every vein in his heart 
before he will be brought to yield to it. What, for 
*a man to deny, reject, abhor, and throw away all his 
* prayers, tears, alms, keeping of Sabbath, hearing, 
"reading, with the reſt,” in the point of juſtification, 
and to count them accurfed, and to be willing, in the 
very midſt of the ſenſe of his ſins, to throw himſelf 
wholly upon the righteouſneſs and obedience of ano-—- 
ther man, abhorring his own, counting it as dead] 
* fin; as the open breach of the law; I ſay to do this 
indeed and in truth, is the biggeſt piece of the croſs, 
and therefore Paul called this a ſuffering 3 where he 

10 2 E e Mt ſaith, 
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ſaith, * And 1 have ſuffered the loſs of all things,” Phil, 
iii. (which principally was his righteouſneſs) * that 
might win Chriſt, and be found in him, not having 
* (but rejecting) my own righteouſneſs.” That's the 


Secondly, In the doctrine of mortification is alſo 
much of the croſs. Is it nothing for a man to lay 
hands on his vile opinions, on bis vile fins, of his 
boſom fins, of his beloved, pleaſant darling fins, that 
ſtick as cloſe to him as the fleſh ſticks to the bones? 
What, to loſe all theſe brave things that my eyes be- 
hold, for that which ] never ſaw with my eyes? What, 


to loſe my pride, my covetouſneſs, my vain company, 


ſports and pleaſures, and the reſt? I tell you this is no 
ealy matter, if it were, what need all theſe prayers, - 
ſighs, watchings? What need we be ſo backward to it? 

ay, do you not ſee, that ſome men before they will 
ſet about this work, they will even venture the loſs of 
their ſouls, heaven, God, Chriſt, and all? What 
means elſe all theſe delays and put offs, ſaying, ſtay 
a little longer, I am loath to leave my fins. while I am 
ſo young, and in health. Again, What is the reaſon 


elſe that others do it ſo by the halves, coldly and ſel- 


dom, not withſtanding they are convinced over and 
over; nay, and alſo promiſe to amend, and yet all's in 


vain. I will aſſure you, to cut off right hands, and 


© to pluck out right eyes, is no 22 to the fleſh,” 

Thirdly, the doctrine of perſeverance is alſo crols to 
the fleſn, which is not only to begin, but for to hold 
out, not only to bid fair, and to ſay, Would I had 


heaven ! but ſo to know Chriſt, to put on Chriſt, and 
walk with Chriſt, ſo as to come to beaven. Indeed 


it's no great matter to begin to look for heaven, 10 
© begin to ſeek the Lord, to begin to ſhun ſin; O but 
© jt is a very great matter to continue with God's ap- 
* probation,” Numb. xiv. 24. * My ſervant Caleb, 
ſaith God * is a man of another ſpirit, he hath followed 
me (followed me always, he hath continually 2 5 
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me) * fully, be ſhall poſſeſs the land.” Almoſt all the 
many thouſands of the children of Iſrael, in their ge- 
neration, fell. ſhort of perſeverance, when they walk'd 
from Egypt towards the land of Canaan. Indeed they 
went to work at firſt pretty willingly, but they were 
very ſhort winded, they were quickly out of breath, 
and in their hearts they turned back again into Egypt. 

It is an eaſy matter for a man to run hard for a ſpurt, 
for a furlong, for a mile or two; O but to hold out for 
a hundred, tor a thouſand, for ten thouſand mules, that 
man that doth this he muſt, look to meet with a croſs, 
pain, and wearineſs to the fleſh,” eſpecially if as he goeth 
he meeteth with briers and quagmires, and other in- 
25 that maketh his journey ſo much the more 

inful. 15 R | 
"Ny do you not ſee with your eyes daily, that per- 
ſeverance is a very great part of the croſs, why elſe do 
men. ſo ſoon grow weary? I could point out many, that 
after they have followed the ways of God about a 
twelve month, others it may be two, three, and four 
(ſome more and ſome leſs) years, they have been beat 
out of wind, have taken up their lodging and reſt be- 
fore they have got half way to heaven, ſome in this, 
and ſome in that fin, and have ſecretly, nay, ſometimes 
openly ſaid, that the way is too ſtrait, the race too long, 
8 et too holy, and cannot hold out, I can go no 
arther. 4 155 1 Li; Sa Kd 

And ſo likewiſe of the other three, (viz.) patience, 
ſelf-denial, communion, and communication with and 
to the poor ſaints; how. hard are theſe things! it is an 
caly matter to deny another man, but it is not ſo eaſy to 
deny one's ſelf; to deny myſelf out of love to God, to 
bis goſpel, to his ſaints, of this advantage, and of that 
gain, nay, of that which otherwiſe I might lawfully do, 
vere it not for offending them, ' That icripture is but 
ſeldom read, and ſeldomer put in practice, which faith, 
*I will eat no fleſh while the world ſtandeth, if it make 
my brother to offend,” 1 Cor, viii. 13. Again, We 
"that are ſtrong ought to bear the infirmities of the 
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weak, and not pleaſe ourſelves, Rom. xvi. 1. But 
how forward, how haſtily, how peeviſh and ſelf reſolyed 
are the generality of tbe profeſſors at this day? Al 
how little conſidering the poor, unleſs it be to lay, Be 
thou warmed and filled? But to give is a ſeldom work; 
alſo eſpecially to give to any poor; I tell you all thingy 
are croſs to fleſh and blood, and that man that hath 
but a watchful eye over the fleſh, and alſo ſome con- 
ſiderable meaſure of ſtrength againſt it, he ſhall find 
his heart in theſe things like unto a ſtarting horſe, that 
is rode without a curbing bridle, ready to ſtatt at every 
thing that is offenſive to him; yea, and ready to run 
away too, do what the rider can, 

It is the croſs which keepeth thoſe that are kept from 
heaven, I am perſuaded were it not for the croſs, 
where we have one profeſſor, we (ſhould have twenty; 
but this croſs, that is it which ſpoileth all. *__ 

Some men, as 1 ſaid before, - when they come at the 
crols, then they can go po farther, but back again to 
their fins they muſt go. Others they ſtumble at it, and 
break their necks; others again when they ſec the crok 
is approaching, they turn aſide to the left hand, or to 
the right hand, and fo think to get to heaven another 
way, but they will be deceived ;, For all that will line 
* godly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall (mark) be ſure to ſuffer 
* perſecution,” 2 Tim. iii. 12. There are but few when 
they come at the croſs, cry, Welcome croſs, as ſome 
of the martyrs. did to the ſtake they were burt d at. 
Therefore if thou meet with, the eroſs in thy journey, 
in what manner ſoever it be, be not daunted, and fay, 
Alas | what ſhall 1 do now? But rather take courage, 
knowing that by the-croſs is the way to the Kingdom. 
Can a man believe in Chriſt, and not to be bated by 
the devil? Can he make a proſeſſion of this Chriſt, and 
that ſweetly-any convincingly, and the children of Sa- 
tan hold their tongue? Can darkneſs agree with light ? 
Or the devil eat. ure that Chriſt Jeſus ſhould” be honow- 
ed both by faith and a heavenly converſation, and let 
that foul alone at quiet? Did you never read, that the 
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dragon perſecuted the woman? Rev, xii. And that 
Chriſt ſaith, In the world ye ſhall have tribulations,” 
John xvi. 30. TRE | 8 
The ninth Direction. Beg of God that he would do 
theſe two things for thee: Firſt, Enlighten thine un- 
derſtanding; and ſecondly, laflame thy will, If theſe 
two be but effectually done, there is no fear but thou 
wilt go ſafe to heaven. | | 
One of the great reaſons why men and women do fo 
little regard the other world is, becaule they ſee ſo little 
of it; and the reaſon why they fee fo little of it is, 
becauſe they have their underſtandings darkened ; and 
therefdre faith Paul, Do not you believers walk as do 
other Gentiles, even in the vanity of their minds, 
© having their underſtandings darkened, being alienated 
«from the life of God through the ignorance (for ſool- 
© iſhneſs) that is in them, becauſe of the blindneſs of 
their heart, Eph. iv. 17, 18, Walk not as thole, 
run not with them; alas! poor ſouls, they have their 
underſtandings darkened, their hearts blinded, and that 
is the reaſon they have ſuch low thoughts of the Lord 
jeſus Chriſt, and the ſalvation of their ſouls. For 
when men do come to ſee the things of another world, 
what a God, what a Chriſt, what a heaven, and what 
an eternal glory. there is to be enjoyed ; alſo when they 
ſee that it is poſſible for them to have a ſhare in it, I 
tell you it will make them run through thick and thin 
to enjoy it; Moſes having a fight of this becauſe his 
underſtanding was enlighten'd, Heb. xi. 24, 25, 26, 
27, He feared not the wrath of the king, but choſe 
' rather to fuffer affliftions with the people of God, 
'than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon. He 
refuſed to be called the ſon of the king's daughter;' 
accounting it wonderful riches to be accounted worthy 
fo much as to ſuffer for Chriſt with the poor deſpiſed: 
ſaints; and that was, becauſe he ſaw. him who was in- 
viſible, and had reſpe& unto the recompenſe of reward. 


And this is that which the apoſtle uſually prayeth for 
in kits epiſtles for the ſaints, namely, Eph. i. 18. 1 50 
| F; 1 # as ax h Ih Fo „ *th y 
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© they might know what is the hope of God's calling, 
and the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
* ſaints. And that they might be able to comprehend 
* with all the ſaints, what, 1s the breadth, and length, 
*and depth, and height, and to know the love of 
« Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge,” Eph, iii. 18, 1g, 
Pray therefore, that God would enlighten thy under. 
ſtanding, that will be a very great help unto thee, It 
will make thee endure many a hard brunt for Chriſt, 
as Paul faith, * After you were illuminated, ye endured 
22 great fight of afflictions. You took joyfully the 

_ *fpoiling of your goods, knowing in yourſelves that ye 


have in heaven a better and an enduring ſubſtance,” Heb, 
X. 33, 34» 35, 36. If there be never ſuch a rare jewel 
he juſt in a man's way, yet if he ſees it not, he will 
rather trample upon it than ſtoop for it, and it is be- 
cauſe he ſees it not. Why ſo it is here, though heaven 


be worth never ſo much, and thou haſt never ſo much 
need of it, yet if thou ſee it not, that is, have not thy 
underſtanding opened or enlightened to ſee, thou wilt 
not regard at all; therefore cry to the Lord for enlight- 


ening grace, and ſay, Lord, open my blind eyes; 


Lord, take the veil off my dark heart, ſhew me the 
things of the other world, and let me ſee tlie (weetnels, 


glory, and excellency of them, for Chriſt his ſake, 


This is the firſt. 


Ile tenth Direction. Cry to God that be would in- 


flame thy will alſo with the things of the other world; 
for when a man's will is fully ſet to do ſuch or ſuch a 


ning, then it muſt be a very hard matter that ſhall 


binder that man from bringing about his end. When 


Paul's will was ſet reſolvedly to g0 up to Jeruſalem, 


(though it was ſignified to him before what he ſhould 
there ſuffer) te was not daunted at all; nay, faith be, 
©] am ready, (or willing) not only to be bound, but 
| *alſo to die at Jeruſalem for the name of the Lord 
© Teſus,” As xxi. 11, 12, 13. His will was inflamed 
with love to Chriſt, and therefore all the perſuaſions 
that could be uſed wrought nothing at all, 


Your 
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Your felf-willed people nobody knows what to do 
with them; we uſe to ſay, He will have his own will, 
do all what you can. Indeed to have ſuch a will for 
heaven is an admirable advantage to a man that under- 
taketh the race thither; a man that is reſolved and 
hath his will fixed, faith he, I will do my beſt; to advan- 
tage myſelf; 1 will do my worſt to binder my enemies; 
[ will not give out as long as I can ſtand; I will have 
it, or, I will loſe my life: though he kill me, yet will - 
„ truſt in him, Job xiii. 5. 1 will not let thee. go 
except thou blels me,” Gen. xxx11, 26, I will, I will, 
{ will, O this bleſſed inflamed Will for heaven! What 
is like it ? If a man be willing, then any argument ſhall 
be matter of encouragement ; but if unwilling, then 
any argument ſhall give diſcouragement ; this is ſeen 
both in ſaints and finners ; in them that are the children 
of God, and alſo thoſe that are the. children of the 
devil, As, 5 „ 

Firſt, The ſaints of old, they being willing and 
reſolved for heaven, what could ſtop them? Could fire 
and fagot, ſword or halter, ſtinking dungeons, whips, 
bears, bulls, lions, cruel rackings, ſtonings, ſtarving, _ 
nakedneſs, &c. &c. Heb. xi. Rom. vill. 37, and in all 
theſe things they were more than conquerors, through 
bim that loved them; who had alſo made them willing 
in the day of his power. 5 
Secondly, Sce again on the other ſide, the children 
of the devil, becauſe they are not willing, how many 
ſhifts, and ſtarting holes will they have. I have marri- 
ed a wife, I have a farm, I ſhall offend my landlord, 
| ſhall offend my maſter, I ſhall loſe my trading, [ ſhall 
lole my pride, my pleaſures, I ſhall be mocked and 
ſcoffed, therefore I dare not come. |, faith. another, 
will ſtay till I am older, till I am got a little aforehand 
in the world, till I have done this, and that, and the 
other buſineſs. But, alas! the thing is, they are not 
willing; for were they but ſoundly willing, they, and 
a thouſand ſuch as theſe, would hold them no faſter 
than the cords held Samſon, when he broke * like 
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burnt flax, Judg. xv. 14. I tell you, THz wilt i 
ALL ; that one's of the chief things which turns the 
wheel either backwards or forwards; and God knoweth 
that full well, and folikewiſe doth the devil, and there- 
fore they both endeavour very much to ſtrengthen the 
will of their ſervants : God, he is for making of hi 
a willing people to ſerve him; and the devil, Fe doth 


What he can to poſſeſs the will and affection of thoſe 


that are his, with love to fin; and therefore whe 


Chriſt comes cloſe to the matter, indeed, faith he, you 
F. 


will not come to me How often would I have gat 
ed you as a hen gathereth her chickens, but ye would 
not, Lyke xiii. 34. The devil had poſſeſſed their 
wills; and ſo long as he was ſure enough of them. 0 
therefore cry hard to God to inflame thy will for bea. 
ven and Chriſt. Thy will, I ſay, if that be rightly ſet 
for heaven, thou wilt not be beat off with diſcourage- 
ments: and this was the reaſon, that when Jacob wrell- 
led with the angel, though he loſt a limb, as it were, 
and the hollow of his thigh was put out of joint as he 
wreſtled with him, yet, faith he, © I will not (mark, | 
will not) let thee go, except thou bleſs me, Gr. 
XXXli. 24, 25. Get thy will tipt with the heavenly 
grace and reſolution againſt all difcouragements, and 
then thou goeſt full ſpeed for heaven: but if thou faulter 
in thy WILL, and be not found there, thou wilt run 
hobbling and halting all the way thou runneſt, and 
alfo to be ſure thou wilt fall ſhort at laſt, The Lord 
give thee a wILL and courage. 

Thus have 1 done with directing thee how to run 0 
the kingdom; be ſure thou keep in memory what | 
have ſaid unto thee, left thou loſe thy way. But be⸗ 
cauſe J would have thee think of them, take all in thott 


in this little bit of paper. ia 


Firſt, Get into the way. 2. Thep ſtudy on if. 3 
Then ſtrip, and lay aſide every thing that would bin. 
der. 4. Beware of bye- paths. 5. Do not gaze and 
flare too much about thee, and be fure to ponder tht 
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after thee, whether it be the world, the fleſh, or the de- 
vil, for all theſe will hinder thy journey if - poffible. 
7. Be not daunted with any diſcouragements thou 
meeteſt with as thou goeſt. 8. Take heed of ſtumbling 
at the crols. And, 9. Cry hard to God for an enlight- 
ened heart, and a willing mind, and God give thee a 
proſperous journex. 4 OV 
Yet before I do quite take my leave of thee, let me 
give thee a few motives along with thee. It may be 
they will be as good as a pair of ſpurs to prick on thy 
lumpiſh heart in this rich voyage. f 236 240] 
The fir Motive. Conſider there is no way but this, 
thou muſt either win or. loſe: If thou winneſt, then 
heaven, God, Chriſt, glory, eaſe, peace, liſe, yea, life 
eternal is thine; thou muſt be made equal to the angels 
in heaven, thou ſhalt ſorrow no more, ſigh no more, 
| feel no more pain; thou ſhalt be out of the reach of 
fin, hell, death, the devil, the grave, and whatever elſe 
may endeavour thy hurt: But contrarywiſe, and if thou 
loſe, then thy loſs is heaven, glory, God, Chriſt, eaſe, 
peace, and whatever elſe which tendeth to make eter- 
nity comfortable to the ſaints; beſides, thou procureſt 
eternal death, ſorrow, pain, blackneſs and darkneſs, 
fellowſhip with devils, together with the everlaſting 
damnation of thy own ſoul. WEE apt 
The ſecond Motive. Conſider that the devil, hell, 
death, and damnation followeth after ' thee as hard as 
they can drive, and have their commiſſion ſo to do by 
this law, againſt which thou haſt finned, and therefore 
for the Lord's ſake make haſte. e 
. The third Motive. If they ſeize upon thee before 
thou get to the city of refuge, they will put an ever- 
—_ ſtop to thy journey. This alſo cries, Rn 
rit, | N Ts: 
Ie fourth Motive. Know alſo, that now heaven- 
gates, the heart of Chriſt, with his arms, are wide 
open, to receive thee. O methinks that this confider- _ 
ation, that the devil followeth after to deſtroy, and that 
Chriſt ſtandeth open arm'd to receive, ſhould: make 
510 + F f - thee 
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thee regch out and fly with all baſte and ſpeed. And 


Ne ffth Motive. Keep thine eye upon the prize, be 
ſure that thy eyes be continually upon the profit thou 
art like to get, The reaſon why men are apt to faint 
in their race to heaven, it lyeth chiefly in eit her of theſe 
two things. e 

Firſt, Tbey do not ſeriouſly conſider the worth of the 
prize; or elle if they do, they are afraid it is too good 
for them: But moſt loſe heaven for want of couſidering 
the price and the worth of it. And therefore, that 
thou may ſt not do tbe like, keep thy eye much upon 
the excellency, the ſweet neſs, the beauty, the comtort, 
the peace that js to be had there hy thoſe that win the 
prize. | This is that which made the apoſtle run 
through any thing; good report, evil report, perſecu- 
tion, affliction, hunger, nakedneſs, peril by ſea, and 


peril by land, bonds and impriſonments: alſo it made 


others endure to be ſtoned, ſawn aſunder, to have their 
eyes bored out with augers, their bodies broiled on 
gridirons, their tongues cut out of their mouths, boiled 
in cauldrogs, thrown to the wild beaſts, burned at the 
ſtake, -whipt at poſts, and a thouſand. other fearful 
torments, while they looked not at the things that are 
ſcen, (as the things of this world.) but at the things 
that are not ſeen: for the things that are ſeen are tem- 
poral, but the things that ate not ſeen are eternal, 
2 Cor. iv. 18. O this word EIERN AL, that was it 
which made them when they might have had deliver- 
ance, they would not accept of it, Rom. xi. 35. For 
they knew in the world to come tbey ſhould have a 
better reſurrection. . i 463M 44 
Secondly, And do got let the thoughts of the rare- 
neſs of the place make thee ſay in thy heart, this is too 


good for me; for |, tell thec, heaven is prepared for 


| whoſoever will accept of it, and they will be entertained 


with hearty good welcome: Conſider therefore, that as 
bad as thee have got thither, thither went ſcrubbed 
beggarly Lazargs, &. nay, it is e poor y 
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« Hearken my beloved brethren, ſaith James, (take no- 
tice of it) — not God choſen the poor of this world, 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom? en. 8. 
Therefore take heart and run man. 

The. fixth Motive, Think much of them third 
gone before. Firſt, How readily: they got into the 
kingdom. Secondly, How ſafe they are in ibe arms of 
Jzsvs ; would they be here again for 4 thouſand 
worlds? Or if they were, would they be afraid that 
God would not make them welcome? "Thirdly, What 
they would judge of thee, if they knew thy heart be- 
gan to fail thee in thy journey, or thy fins” began to 
allure thee, or to perſuade thee to ſtop thy race; 
would they nat call thee a thouſand fools; and ſay, O 
that he did but ſee what we ſee, feel what we feel, and 
taſte of the dainties that we taſte of. Oh, it he were one 
quarter of an hour to behold, to ſee, to feel, to. taſte, 
and enjoy but the chouſandth part of what we enjoy! 
What would he do! What would he ſuffer | hat 
- would he leave undone ! Would he favour fin? Would 
he love this world below ? Would he be afraid of 
friends, or (brink at the moſt fearful threatenings that 
the greateſt tyrants could invent to give-'/him? Nay, 
thoſe who- have had but a ſight of theſe things by faith, 
when they have been as far off from them as heaven 
from earth, yet they have been able to ſay with a com- 
fortable and merry heart,” as the bird that ſings in the 
fpring, That this and mote ſhall not keep them from 
running to heaven, Sometimes, when my baſe heart 
hath been inclining to this world, and to loiter in my! 


journey towards heaven, the very conſideration yon he 


glorious ſaints and angels in heaven, what t 
joy, and what low thoughts they have of the things. — 
this world, together how they would befool me, if they' 
did buys know that my heart. was back, bath 
cauſed'me to ruſh forward; to diſdain , low, 
empty, beggatly, things, and to ſay to my ſoul, Come | 
ſoul, let us not be ; let us ſee what ' this heaven 


is; let os even venture or 0010 * 
2 
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for coſt. Surely Abraham, David, Paul, and the teſt 
of the ſaints of God, were as wiſe as any are now, and 
yet they loſt all for this glorious kingdom. O therefore 
throw away ſtinking luſts, follow after righteouſneſs, 
love the Lord J=$vs, devote thyſelf unto bis fear, Ii! 
warrant thee he will give unto thee a goodly recompenſe, 
Reader, what ſay'ſt thou to this? Art thou reſolved to 
follow me? Nay, reſolve if thou canſt to get before 
me. So run, that ye may obtain. . 
Tue ſeventh Motive. To encourage thee a little far- 
ther, Set to the work, and when thou haſt run thyſelf 
down weary, then the Lord Jeſus will take thee up and 
carry thee; is not this enough to make any poor ſoul 
begin this race? Thou (perhaps) crieſt, O but I am 
feeble, I am lame, &c. Well but Chriſt hath a bo- 
ſom, conſidet it herefore when thou haſt run thyſelf down 
weary, be will put thee in his boſom. © He ſhall gather 
his lambs with his arms, and carry them in his boſom, 
and ſhall gently- lead thoſe that are with young, J. 
xl. 11. This is the way that fathers take to encourage 
their children, ſaying, Run ſweet babe, till thou art 
weary, and then 1 will take thee up and carry thee, 
He will gather his lambs with his arms, and carry 
them in his baſom; when they are weary they 
al ien 21d rm e 49) e eee ee 
'The. eighth; Motive, Or elſe he will convey. new 
ſtrength from heaven into thy ſoul, which will be as 
well. * The: youths ſhall faint and be weary, and the 
young men ſhall-utterly ſail; but they that wait upon 
the Lord ſhall renew. their ſtrength; they ſhall mount 
up with wings like eagles, they ſhall run and not be 
weary, they ſhall walk, and not be. faint,” /a. xl. 
30, 31. What ſhall \ay beſides what bath already 
been ſaid? Thou ſhalt have good and eaſy lodging, 
good and wholeſome diet, the boſom of Chriſt to he in, 
the joys of; heaven; to feed on: Shall | ſpeak of the ſa- 
tiety, and of the duration ot all theſe? Verily, to de- 


leribe them to the beigbt, » a work too bard for me 
to do. Nie 71 125 1 WE | "77 #3. ; : 
101 a 1 The 
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The ninth Motive. Again, methinks the very induſ- 
try of the devil, and the induſtry of his ſervants; &c. 
ould make you that have a defire to heaven and hap- 
pinels to run apace. Why, the devil, he will loſe no 
time, ſpare no pains, neither will his ſervants; both 
go ſeek the deſtruction of themſelves and others, and 
hall not we be as induſtrious for our own ſalvation? | 
hall the world venture the damnation of their fouls for 
2 poor corruptible crown and ſhall not we venture 
the loſs of a few trifles for an eternal crown? Shall 
they venture the loſs of eternal friends, as God to love, 
Chriſt to redeem, the Holy Spirit to comfort: heaven 
ſor habitation, ſaints and angels for company, and all. 
this to get and hold communion with fin,” this world, 
and a few baſe, drunken, ſwearing, lying covetous 
wretches, like themſelves? And "ſhall e not labour as 
hard, run as faſt, ſeek as diligent, nay, a hundred times 
more diligently, for the of thoſe glorious, 
eternal friends, though with the loſs of ſuch as theſe, 
nay, with the loſs of ten thouſand times better than 
thee poor, low, baſe, contemptible things? Shall it be 
aid at the laſt day, That wicked men made more haſte 
towards hell, than you did make to heaven? That they 
ſpent more: hours, days, and that early and late for 
hell, than thou ſpent. for that which is ten thouſand 
times better? O let it not be ſo, but run with all might 
and main. %% C 416g e nl van 7507 

Thus you fee, I have bere ſpoken” ſomething, 
though but little. Now I come to make ſome uſe 
2 application of what bath been ſaid, and fo con- 
clude. ln urin needs Hude 7507 8 
The firft Uſe. You ſee here, that he that will go to 
heaven, he muſt run for it: Lea, and not only run, 
but ſo, run, that is, (as 1 have ſaid) ſo run eurneſtiy, 
o run continually, to ſtrip off every thing that wOο“Üd 
binder him in his race with the reſt; well then, da 


ſo run. 15 / 4 ? * 4 28 ; S  F£ETIY : 1 8 
us examine a little. Art thou got 


- 
= 1 
* 


1. And now let 


into the right way? Art thou in Chriſt's righteouſneſs? 
| Do 
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Do not ſay yes in thy heart, when in truth there is 80 
ſuch matter. It is a dangerous thing you know, for ; 
man to think he is in the right way, when he is in the 
wrong. It is the next way for him to loſe his way, 
and not only ſo, but if he run for heaven, as thou f/, 
thou doeſt, even to loſe: that too. O this is the miſery 
of moſt men! To perſuade themſelves that they ru 
right, when they never liad one foot in the way! The 
Lord:gwe thee underſtanding here, or elſe thou art us- 
done-forever., Pr'ythee, ſoul, fearch when was t thay 
turned out of thy, ſins and righteouſneſs, into the riphte- 
quſneſs oſ Jeſus Chrift ? I ſay, doſt thou lee thyſelf in him 
And is he more precious to thee than the whole world? 
Is thy mind al vays muſing on him, and alſo to bewalking 
with him? Doſt thou count his company more pretions 
than the whole world ? Doft thou count all things but 
lifeleſs; empty, vain things without communion with 
Ei Doib his company ſweeten all things? And bi 
abſence embitter all things? Soul, l beleech thee he 
ſerious, and lay it to hoart; and do not take thing; if 
ſuch weighty concernment; as the ſalvation of dann 
tion of thy ſoul, without good groune. 
2. Art thou unladen of the things of this world, x 
prides; ple 8, profits, luſts, - vanities? © What uot 
thou hin No run faſt enough, with the world; thy 
fins; andialuſts, in thy beart ? I tell the; ſoul, they 
that have laid aſide every weight, every fin, and ate got 
ipto the nimbleſt poſt ure, they find 


* = 
bl 


run; ſo to run as to hold out. 


Jo tun throug 
all theſe rubs, over all them ſtumbling- blocks, over #l 
them ſnares, from all thoſe entangſementz, that the 
devil, ſin, the world, and: their own hearts lay before 
them. I tell thee, if thou art going heavenward, thou 
wilt find it no ſmall, or eaſy matter. Art thou thete 
fore diſcbarg'd and unluden of theſe things? Never 
talk of going to heaven if thou art not, It is to be 


f 
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ſeated thou wilt de found among the many — 
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will ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be able. "Lake 


Lui. 24. e 

22 Uſe. If ſo, then in the next place, what 
vill become of them 'that — weary before they 
ue got half way thither? Why, man, it is he that 
noldeth out to the end that muſt be ſaved; it is he 
that overcometh, that ſhall inherit all things; "tis not 
every one that begins.” ARI A gave a fair ſtep for 
1 ſudden; he ſtept almoſt into the boſom of Chriſt in 
les than half an hour. Thou, ſaith he to Paul, 
thou halt almoſt perſuaded me to be a Chriſtian,” As 
xvii. 28, Ahl but it was but almoſt; and fo he had 
35 good have been never a whit; he ſtept fair indeed, 
but yet he ſtept ſhort; he was hot while he was at it, 
but was quickly out of wind. O this but almoſt! I 
tell you, this but almoſt, it loſt his ſou]. Methinks I 
have ſeen ſometimes how theſe poor wretches that get 
but almoſt to heaven, how ſearfully their almoſt, aud 


their but almoſt, will torment them in hell. When 


they ſhall cry out in the bitterneſs of their ſoul, ſaying, 
Amofta Chriſtian, I was almoſt got into the kingdom, 
almoſt out of the hands of the devil, almoſt out of my 
ins, almoſt from under the curſe of God: Almoſt, 
and that was all, almoſt, but not altogetheg, O that 
| ſhoutd be almoſt at heaven, and ſhould Mt go quite 
through! Friend, it is a ſad thing to ſit down before 
we ate in heaven, and to grow weary before we 
come to the place of reſt; and if it ſhould be thy 
aſe, Iam ſure thou doſt not fo run as*to obtain. But 


uin, 


lhe third Uſe. In the next place, What then will 
become of them, that ſome time ſince were running 
poll haſte to heaven, (inſomuch that they ſeem'd to 
outſtrip many) but now are running as faſt back again: 
ou think thoſe will ever come thither! What! to 
run back again, back again to ſin, to the world, to the 
G&vil, back again to the juſt of the fleſh. Oh! It 
lad been better for them not have known the way of 
ghteouſnefs, than after they have known it, to turn 
(ta 
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(to turn back again) from the holy commandmen;' 
2 Pet. ii. 21, 22. Thoſe men ſhall not only be damned 
for fin, but for proſeſſing to all the world, that fin i; 
better than Chriſt; for the man that runs back again, 
he doth as good as ſay, I have tried Chriſt, and I hare 
tried fin, and I do not find ſo much profit in Chriſt a 
in ſin. I fay this man declareth this, even by bis run. 
niag back again. O (ad! what a doom will they hat, 
who were almoſt at heaven-gates, and then run back 
2 If any man draweth back, ſaith Chriſt, ny 
ſhall have no pleaſure in him,“ Heb. x, z. 
Again, *No man having put his hand to the plough, 
that is, ſet forward in the ways of God,) and looking , 
ack, (turning back again) is fit for the kingdom d 
heaven.” And if not fit for the kingdom of heaven, 
then for certain he muſt needs be fit for the fire of hell: 
And therefore, (faith the apoſtle) thoſe that bring 
forth thele apoſtatizing fruits, as briars and thorns, who 
are rejected being nigh unto curſing, - whoſe end is 10 
be burned,” Heb. vi. 8. O there is never another Chi 
to ſave them, by bleeding and dying for them! And i 
they neglect (then how ſhall they eſcape, that reject and 
turn their backs upon) ſo great ſalvation? And if the 
righteous, (that is, they that run for it, will find work 
enough to get to heaven,) then where will the ungodly 
backiliding fianer appear, Heb. ii. 3. Oh if Judas the 
traitor, or Francis Spira-the backſlider, were but nov 
alive in the world to whiſper theſe men in the eat a littl 
and tell them hat it coſt their ſouls for backſliding, 
ſurely it would ſtick by them, and make them afraid d 
running back again, ſo long as they had one day to lit 
in the world. 2 fy. + e 
Ne fourth Uſe. So again, Fourthly, how unlike 
to thele men's paſſions will thoſe be that have al 
this while fat ſtill, and have not ſo much as ( 
one foot forward to the kingdom of heaven. ut 
ly he that backſlideth, and he that ſitteth ſtill 1s 
fin, they are both of one mind: the one he will not fits 
becaule he loveth his fins, and the things of this * 
2 | 
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the other, he runs back again, becauſe he loveth his 
fins, and the things of this world. Is it not one and 
the ſame thing? They are all one here, and ſhall not 
one and the ſame hell hold them hereafter? He is an 
ungodly one that never looked after Chriſt, and he is 
an ungodly one that did once look after him, and then 
ran quite back again; and therefore that word mult 
certainly drop out of the mouth of Chriſt agaiaſt 
them both, * D-part from me ye curſed into everlaſting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” Matt. ii. 5. 
The fifth Uſe. Again, here you may lee in the next 
place, that is, they that will have heaven muſt run for 
it: then this calls aloud to them that began but a while 
fince to run, | (ay for them to mend their pace, if they in- 
tend to win. You know that they who come hin4moſt 
had need run faſteſt.— Friend, I tell thee, there be 
them that have run ten years to thy one, nay, twenty to 
five, and yet, if thou talk with them, ſometimes they 
will ſay, they doubt they will come late enough, How 
then will it be with thee? Look to it, therefore, 
that thou delay no time, not an hour's time, but part 
lpeedily with all, with every thing that is an hindrance 
to thee in thy journey, and run, yea, and ſo run that 
thou mayeſt obtain. | 1 8 
The jixthk Uſe. Again, Sixthly, You that are old 
profeſſors, take you heed that the young ſtriplings of 
Jeſus, that began to ſtrip but the other day, do not 
out-run you, ſo as to have that ſcripture fulfilled 
on you, The firſt ſhall be laſt, and the laſt firſt, 
which will be a ſhame to you, and a credit for them. 
What, for a young ſoldier to be more courageous than 
he that hath been uſed to wars? To you that are hind- 
moſt, I ſay, ſtrive to out-run them that are before you ; 
and you that are foremoll, I ſay, hold your ground, 
and keep before them in faith and love, if poſſible, for 
indeed that is the right running, for one to ſtrive to 
out-run another; even for the hiadmoſt to endeavour 
to overtake the foremoſt, and he that is before ſhould 
be ſure to lay out himſelf to keep his ground, even to the 
Very utmoſt, | 
If 8 g The 
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The ſeventh Lie. Again, how baſely do they behave 
themſelves, bow unlike are they to win, that think it 
enough to keep company with the hindmoſt? There 
are ſome men that profeſs themſelves ſuch as run for 
heaven as well as any, yet if there be but any lazy, 
Nlothful, cold, half-hearted profeſſors in the country, 
they will be ſure to take example by them. The 
think if they can but keep pace with them, they 
do fair; but theſe do not confider that the hindmoſt 
Joſe the prize. You may know, if you will, that it 
coſt the fooliſh virgins dear for their coming too late. 
© They that were ready, went in with him, and the 
door was (hut. Afterward [mark afterward] came the 
other, (the fooliſh virgins) ſaying, Lord, open to us: 
but he anſwered, and ſaid, Depart, I know you not, 
Matt. xxv. Depart, lazy profeſſors, ſlot hful profeſſors, 
Oh! methinks the word of God is ſo plain for. the 
overthrow of your lazy profeſſors, that it is to be won- 
dered men do not take more notice of it. How was 
Eot's wife ſerved for running lazily, and for giving but 
one look behind her after the. things ſhe left in Sodom? 
How was Eſau ſerved for ſtaying too long before he 
+ came. for the bleſſing? And bow were they ſerved that 
are mentioned in the 13th of Luke, for ſtaying till the 
' door was ſhut? allo the fooliſh virgins? An heavy 
after-groan will they give that have ſtayed too long, 
Gen. xix. 26. Heb. xil. 17. lt turned Lot's wife into 
a pillar of ſalt; it made Eſau weep with an exceeding 
loud and bitter cry; it made Judas hang himſelf; yea, and 
it will make thee curſe the day in which thou waſt born, 
if thou miſs of the kingdom, as thou wilt certainly do, 
if this be thy courſe. But, 1 | 
Ne eighth Uſe. Again, how and if thou 2 
lazy running ſhouldſt not only deſtroy thyſelf, but 
thereby be the cauſe of the damnation of ſome others; 
for thou, being a profeſſor, thou muſt think that others 
will take notice of thee; and becauſe. thou art but 4 
poor, cold, lazy runner, and one that ſeeks to drive the 
world and; pleaſure along with thee: Why, —— 
ot 
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others will think of doing ſo too. Nay, ſay they, why 
may not we as well as he? He 1s a profeffor, and yet he 
{ceks for pleaſures, riches, profits; he loveth vain com- 
pany, and he is fo and fo, and profeſſeth that he is 
going for heaven; yea, and he faith alſo he doth not 
fear but he ſhall have entertainment; let us therefore 
keep pace with him, we ſhall fare no worſe than he. 
O how fearful a thing will it be, if that thou ſhalt be 
inſtrumental to the ruin of others, by thy halting in 
the way of righteouſneſs! look to it, thou wilt have 
ſtrength little enough to appear before God, to give an 
account of the loſs of thine own ſoul; thou needeſt not 
have to give an account for others, or why thou didſt 
ſtop them from entering in, How wilt thou anſwer 
that ſaying, You would not enter in yourſelves, and 
them that would, you hindered? for that ſaying will 
be eminently fulfilled on them that through their own 
idleneſs do keep themſelves out of heaven, and, by 
giving of others the ſame example, hinder them alſo. _. 
The ninth Uſe. Therefore now to ſpeak a word to 
both of you, and ſo I ſhall conclude. 
Firſt, I beſeech you in the name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, that none of you do run ſo lazily in the road to 
heaven as to hinder either yourſelves or others. 1 know 
that even he which runs lazieſt, if he ſhould ſee a man 
running for a temporal life, if he ſhould ſo much neg- 
le& his own well-being in this world as to venture, 
when he is running for his life, to pick up here and 
there a lock of wool that hangeth by the way-fide, or 
to ſtep now and then aſide out of the way to gather up 
a ſtraw or two, or any rotten ſtick; 1 ſay, if he ſhould 
do this when he is running for his life, thou would'ft 
condemn him. And doſt thou not condemn thyſelf, 
that doſt the very ſame in effect; nay worſe, that loi- 
tereſt in thy race, notwithſtanding thy ſoul, heaven, 
glory, and all is at ſtake? Have a care, have à care, 
poor wretched finner have a care. - 4 
Secondly, If yet there ſhall be any that, not with- 
ſanding this advice, will a be ſtaggering and Joitering 
7; in 
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in the way to the kingdom of glory, be thou ſo wiſe as 


not to take example by them Learn of no man far- 
ther than he followeth Chriſt ; but © look unto Jeſys, 
who is not only the Author and Finiſher of faith, but 
who did, for the joy that was ſet before him, endure 
the croſs, deſpiſe the ſhame, and is now ſet down at 
the right hand of God, Heb. xii. 1, 2. I ſay, look 
to no man to learn of him farther than he followeth 
Chriſt. Be ye followers of me (faith Paul) even as 
Jam of Chriſt,” 1 Cor. xi, 1. Though he was an 
eminent man, yet his exhortation was, that none ſhould 
follow him any farther than he followed Chriſt, 

' Provocation. Now that ye may be provoked to run 
with the foremoſt, take notice of this. When Lot and 
his wife were running from curſed Sodom to the moun- 
tains to ſave their lives, it is ſaid, that his wife looked 
back from behind him, and ſhe became a pillar of ſalt; 
and yet you ſee that neither her practice, nor the judg- 
ment of God that fell upon her for the ſame, would 
cauſe Lot to look behind him, | have ſometimes won- 
dered at Lot in this particular; his wife looked behind 


her, and died ee but let what would become 


of her, Lot would not ſo much as look behind him to 
ſee her. We do not read that he did ſo much as once 
look where ſhe was, or what was become of her; his 


there was the mountain before him, and the fire and 
brimſtone behind him; his life lay at ſtake, and he 
had loſt it if he had but looked behind him. Do thou 
ſo run; and in thy race remember Lot's wife, and te- 
member her doom; and remember for what that doom 
did overtake her; and remember that God made her an 
example for all lazy runners to the end of the world; 
2 take heed thou fall not after the ſame example, 
t, | ; | . | | 
I this will not provoke thee, conſider thus, 1. Thy 
ſoul is thine own ſoul, that is either to be ſaved or loſt; 
thou ſhalt not Joſe my ſoul by thy lazineſs. It is thine 
own ſou), thine own eaſe, thine own peace, thine own 


heart was indeed upon his journey, and well it might; 


advantage 


t 
t 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


BUNYAN'S HEAVENLY FOOTMAN, 237 


advantage or diſadvantage. If it were my own that 
thou art defired to be good unto, met binks reaſon 
ſhould move thee ſomewhat to pity it. But, alas! it 
is thine own, thine own ſou]. * What ſhall it profit a 
man if he ſhall gain the whole world and loſe his own 
ſoul? Matt. vin. 36. God's people wiſh well to the 
ſouls of others, and wilt not thou wiſh well to 
thine own? And if this will not provoke thee, then 
think V 25 ä 
Again, 2. If thou loſe thy ſoul, it is thou alſo that 
muſt bear the blame. It made Cain, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, 
ſtark mad to conſider that he had not looked to his 
brother Abel's ſoul, How much more will it perplex 
thee to think that thou hadſt not a care of thy own? 
And if this will not provoke thee to beſtir thyſelf, 
think again, x 

That if thou wilt not run, the people of God are 
nſlived to deal with thee even as Lot dealt with bis 
wife, that is, leave thee behind them. It may be thou 
haſt got a father, mother, brother, c. going poſt-haſte 
to heaven, would thou be willing to be left behind 
them? Surely no. | 

Again, 4. Will it not be a diſhonour to thee to ſee 
the very boys and girls in the country to have more wit 
than thyſelf? It may be the ſervants of ſome, as the 
horſe-keeper, ploughman, ſcullion, &c. is more look- 
ing after heaven than their maſters. I am apt to think 
ſometimes, that more ſervants than maſters, that more 
tenants than landlords, will inberit the kingdom of 
heaven, But is not this a ſhame for them that are 
ſuch? Jam perſuaded you ſcorn that your ſervants 
ſhould ſay that they are wiſer than you in the things 
of this world; and yet J am bold to ſay, that many of 
them are wiſer than you in the things of the world to 
come, which are of greater concernment, 3 

Expoſtulation. Well then, ſinner, what ſayeſt thou? 
Where is thy heart? Wilt thou run? Art thou re- 
ſolved to ſtrip, or art thou not? Think quickly, 
man; it is no dallying in this matter, Confer not 


with. 
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with fleſh and blood; look up to heaven, and ſet how 


thou likeſt it; alſo to hell, (of which thou mayeſt un. 


derſtand ſomething in my book called A few Sighs from 
Hell, or, The Groans of a Damned Soul, which 1 


wiſh thee to read ſeriouſly over) and accordingly devote 
- thyſelf. If thou doſt not know the way, inquire at the 
word of God. If thou want company, cry for God's 


Spirit. If thou wanteft encouragement, entertain the 
promiſes, But be ſure thou begin betimes; get into 


the way; run apace, and hold out to the end, and the 
Lord give ther a proſperous journey. | 


Farewst. 


Of the Torments of Hell. 


ing to the godly, than hell and damnation 
hreatened to, and ſhall be executed on the wicked. 
When one man is damned, he may bid adieu to all 
pleaſures. - ts ee nh DES Sega 
Oh! who knows the power of God's wrath ? None 


Has: and ſalvation is not ſurely more promil: 


but damned ones. 


Sinners company are the devil and his angels, tor- 


menting in everlaſting fire with a curſe. | 
© Hell would be a kind of paradiſe, if it were no work 


than the worſt of this world. 
As different as grief is from joy, as torment from reſt, 


from that of ſaints in the world to come. 


John Bans 
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The Occafion of this Diſcourſe. 


HIS deſignation doth give you a title to all the 
| endeavours whereby I can ſerve your intereſts; and 
your pious inclinations to do ſo, happily conſpire with 
| my duty, that I ſhall not need to ſtep out of my road 
to gratify you; but I may at onee perform an office of 
friendſhip, and diſcharge an exerciſe of my function, 
ſince the advancing of virtue and holineſs (which I hope 
you make your greateſt ſtudy) is the peculiar buſineſs of 
my employment. This, therefore, is the moſt proper 
inſtance wherein T can vent my affection, and expreſs 
my gratitude towards you, and 1 ſhall not any longer 
delay the performance of the promiſe I made you to 
this purpoſe ? For though I know you are provided 
with better helps of this nature than any I can offer 
you, nor are you like to meet with any thing here 
which you knew not before ; yet I am hopeful, that what 
cometh from one whom you are pleaſed to honour with 
; your friendſhip, and which is more particularly deſigned 
for your uſe, will be kindly accepted by you; and God's 
providence perhaps may ſo direct my thoughts, that 
lomething or other may prove uſeful to you. Nor ſhall 
doubt your pardon, if, for moulding my diſcourſe in- 
Sb to 
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to the better frame, I lay a low foundation, beginnigg 
with the nature and properties of Religion, and ali 
8 give ſuch way to my thoughts, in the proſecution 
of the ſubject, as may bring me to ſay many thing 
which were not neceſſary, did | only conſider to whom 
] am writing, 

Mitakes about Religion. I cannot ſpeak of Religion, 
but I muſt lament, that among ſo many pretenders to 
it, ſo few underſtand what it means: ſome placing it 
in the underſtanding, in orthodox notions and opinions; 
and all the account they can give of their religion, is, 
that they are of this or the other perſuaſion, and haye 
join'd themſelves to one of thoſe many ſects whereinto 
Chriſtendom is moſt unhappily divided. Others place 
it in the outward man, in a conſtant courſe of external 
duties, and a model of performances: if they live 
peaceably with their neighbours, keep a temperate diet, 
obſerve the returns of worſhip, frequenting the church, 
or their cloſet, and ſometimes extend their hands to the 

relief of the poor, they think they have ſufficiently ac- 

quitted themſelves. 'Others again put all religion in 
the affections, in rapturous hearts, and exſtatic devo- 
tion; and all they aim at, is, to pray with paſſion, and 
think of heaven with pleaſure, and to be affected with 

thoſe kind and melting expreſſions wherewith they court 
their Saviour, till they perſuade themſelves that they are 
mightily in love with him, and from thence aſſume 2 
great confidence of their ſalvation, which they eſteem 
the chief of Chriſtian graces. Thus are theſe. things 
which bave any 2 of piety, and at the belt 
are but means of obtaining gt, or particular exerciſes 
of it, frequently miſtaken for the whole of Religion: 
| Nay, ſometimes wickedneſs and vice pretend to that 
name. | ſpeak not now of thoſe groſs impieties 
wherewith the Heathens were wont to worſhip their 
gods; there are but too many Chriſtians who would 
conſecrate their vices, and hallow their corrupt affec- 
tions, whoſe rugged humour, and ſullen pride, mult 
paſs for Chriſtian my ; whoſe fierce wrath, and 


bitter 
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bitter rage againſt their enemies, muſt be called holy 
zeal; whoſe. petulancy towards their ſuperiors, or tre- 
bellion againſt their governors, mult have the name of 
Chriſtian courage and reſolution, | 
What Religion is. But certainly Religion is quite 
another thing, and they who are acquainted with it, 
will entertain far different thoughts, and diſdain all 
thoſe ſhadows and falſe imitations of it. They know 
by experience that true Religion is an union of the ſoul 
with God, a real participation of the divine nature, the 
very image of God drawn upon the ſoul, or, in the 
Apoltle's phraſe, it is Chrift formed within us. Briefly, 
I know not how the nature of Religion can be more 
fully expreſſed, than by calling it a divine life: And 
under theſe terms I ſhall diſcourſe of it, ſhewing, 
firſt, how it is called a Life, and then how it 18,termed: 
divine. ; 
. 11s permanency and flability. I chuſe to expreſs. it by 
the name of Life; firſt, becauſe of its permanency and 
ability, Religion is not a ſudden ſtart, or paſſion of 
the mind, not though it ſhould riſe to the height of a 
rapture, and ſeem to tranſport a man to extraordinary 
performances. There are few but have convictions of 
the neceſſity of doing ſomething for the ſalvation of 
their ſouls, which may puſh them forward ſome ſteps. 


vith a great deal of ſeeming haſte: But anon they flag 


and give over; they were in a hot mood, but now they 
are cooled; they did ſhoot forth freſh-and high, but 
are quickly withered, becauſe they had no root in them- 
elves, Theſe ſudden fits may be compared to the 
violent and convulſive motions of bodies newly behead- 
ed, cauſed by the agitations of the animal ſpirits, after 
the ſoul is departed, which, however violent and im- 
petuous, can be of no long continuance ; whereas the 
motions of holy ſouls are conſtant and regular, pro- 
ceeding from a permanent and lively principle. It is 
true, this divine life continueth not always in that ſame: 
ſtrength and vigour, but many times ſuffers ſad decays; 
and holy men find greater difhculty in reſiſting tempta- 
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tions, and Jeſs alacrity in the performance of their du- 
ties; Yet it is not quite extinguiſhed; nor are t 
abandoned to the power of thoſe corrupt affections, 
which ſway and over-rule the reſt of the world, 

Its freedom and unconflrainedneſs. Again, Religion may 
be deſigned by the name of Lie; becaule it is an in- 
ward, free, and ſelf- moving principle; and thoſe who 
have made progreſs in it, are not acted only by external 
motives, driven merely by threatnings, nor bribed by 

omiſes, nor conſtrained by laws ; but are powerfully 
inclined to that which is good, and delight in the per- 
formance of it. The love which a pious man bears to 
God and goodneſs, is not ſo much by virtue of a com- 


mand enjoining him ſo to do, as by a new nature in- 


ſtructing and prompting him to it; nor doth he pa 
his devotions as an unavoidable tribute, only to Rr 


the divine juſtice, or quiet his clamorous conſcience; 


but thoſe religious exerciſes are the proper emanations 
of the divine life, the natural employments of the 
new-born foul. He prays, and gives thanks, and re- 

nts,' not only becauſe theſe things are commanded, 

t rather becauſe he is ſenſible of his wants, and of 
the divine goodneſs, and of the folly and - miſery of a 
finful life ; his charity is not forced, nor his alms ex- 
torted from him ; his love makes him willing to give; 
and though there were no outward obligation, his heart 


would deviſe liberal things: Injuſtice or intemperance, 


and all other vices, are as contrary to his temper and 


_ conſtitution, as the baſeſt actions are to the moſt gene- 
rous ſpirit, and impudence and ſcurrility to thoſe who 


are naturally modeſt. So that I may well ſay with St. 
John, Whoſoever is born of God, doth not comm jm; 
for his ſeed remaineth in him, and he cannot fin, berauſe le 


ni born of God. Though holy and religious perſons do 


much eye the law of God, and have a great regard unto 
it; yet it is not ſo much the ſanction of the law, # 
its reaſonableneſs, and purity, and goodneſs, which do 
prevail with them; they account it excellent and deſu. 


N able 
11 John iii. 9. 5 
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able in itſelf, and that in keeping of it there is great 
reward; and that divine love wherewith they are acted, 
makes them become a law unto themlelves. : 


Who ſhall preſcribe a law to thoſe that love? 
Love'sa more powerful law which doth them move. 


la a word, what our bleſſed Saviour ſaid of himſelf, 
is in ſome meaſure applicable to his followers, * that it 
is their meat and drink to do their Father's will: And as 
the natural appetite is carried out toward food, though 
we ſhould not reflect on the neceſſity of it for the pres 
ſervation of our lives; ſo are they carried with a natur 
and unforced propenſion toward that which is good anc 
commendable. It is true, external motives are many 
times of great uſe to excite and. ſtir up this inward 
principle, elpecially in its inſancy and weakneſs, when 
it is often ſo languid that the man himſelf can ſcarce. 
diſcern it, hardly being able to move one ſtep forward, 
but when he is puſh'd by his hopes, or his fears, by 
the preſſure of an affliction, or the ſenſe of a mercy, 
by the authority of the law, or the perſuaſion of others, 
Now if tuch a perſon be conſcientious and uniform in 
his obedience, and earneſtly groaning under the ſenſe of 
bis dulneſs, and is defirous to perform his duties with 
more ſpirit and vigour; theſe are the firſt motions of 
the divine life, which, though it be faint and weak, 
will (urely be cheriſhed by the influences of heaven, 
and grow unto greater maturity. But he who is utterly 
deſtitute of this inward principle, and doth not aſpire unto 
it, but contents himſelf with thoſe performances where= 
unto he is prompted by education or cuſtom, by the 
ſear of hell, or carnal notions of heaven, can no more 
be accounted a religious perſon, than a puppet can be 
called a man. This forced and artificial religion is 
commonly heavy and languid, like the motion of 3 
weight forced upward: It is cold and 1 like 
the uneaſy compliance of a wife married againſt her 


7 
John iv, 34 


will, who carries it aeg toward the huſband * 
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ſhe doth not love, out of ſome ſenſe of virtue or ho- 
nour. Hence alſo this religion is ſcant and niggargly, 
eſpecially in thoſe duties which do greateſt violence to 
men's carnal. inclinations, and thoſe ſlaviſh ſpirits will 
be ſure to do no more than is abſolutely required; 'Tis 
a law that compels them, and they will be loth to go 
beyond what it ſtints them to; nay, they will ever be 
putting fuch gloſſes on it, as may leave themſelves the 
Poatef liberty: Whereas the ſpirit of true religion is 
rank and liberal, far from ſuch viſh and narrow 
reckoning; and he who hath given himſelf entirely unto 
God, will never think he doth too much for him. 

Religion a divine principle, By this time I hope it 
doth - 4% that Religion is with a great deal of reaſon 
termed a Life, or vital principle, and that it is ver 
neceſſary to diſtinguiſh betwixt and that obedience 
which is conſtramed, and depends upon external cauſes, 
come next to give an account why I deſigned it by 
the name of divine Life: And ſo it may be called, not 
only in regard of its fountain and original, having God 
for its author, and being wrought in the ſouls of men 
by the power of his Holy Spirit; but alſo in regard of 
its nature, Religion being a reſemblance of the divine 
8 the image of the Almighty ſhining in the 
dul of man: Nay, it is a real participation of his na- 
* ture, it is a beam of the eternal light, a drop of that 
infinite ocean of goodneſs; and they who are endowed 
with it, may be ſaid to have-God dicelling in their ſouls, 

and Chrift formed within them. 
What the natural life is. Before 1 deſcend to a more 
icular confideration of that divine liſe wherein true 
religion doth conſiſt, it will perhaps be fit to ſpeak a 
little of that natural or animal life which prevails in 
thoſe who are ſtrangers to the other: And by this! 
underfland nothing elſe, but our inclination and pro- 
penſion towards thoſe things which are well pleaſing and 
acceptable to nature; or ſelſ- love iſſuing forth and 
ſpreading itſelf into as many branches as men have 
veral appetites and inclinations. The root and ** 
i tion 
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dation of the animal life, I reckon to be ſenſe, taking 
it largely, as it is „bene unto faith, and on 
our perception and ſenſation of thoſe things that are 
either grateful or troubleſome to us. Now theſe ani- 
mal affections, conſidered in themſelves, and as they 
are implanted in us by nature, are not vicious or 
blameable; nay, they are inſtances of the wiſdom of the 
Creator, furniſhing his creatures with ſuch appetites as 
tend to the preſervation and welfare of their lives. Theſe 
are inſtead of a law unto the brute beaſts, whereby they 
are directed towards the ends for which they were made: 
But man being made for higher. purpoſes, and to be 
guided by more excellent laws, becomes guilty and eri- 
minal when he is ſo far tranſported by the inclinations 
of this lower life as to violate his duty, or neglect the 
higher and more noble defigns of his creation. Our 
natural affections are not wholly to be extirpated/ and 
deſtroyed, but only to be moderated and over - ruled by 
a ſuperior and more excellent principle. In a word, 
the difference betwixt a religious and wicked man, is, 
that in the one divine life bears ſway, in the other the 
animal life doth prevail. 6s „ 
The different tendencies of the natural life. But it is 
ſtrange to obſerve unto what different courſes this natu- 
ral principle will ſometimes carry thoſe who are wholly 
guided by it, according to the divers circumſtances that 
concur with it to determine them; and then not con- 
ſidering this doth frequently occaſion very dangerous 
miſtakes, making men think well of themſelves by 
reaſon of that ſeeming difference which is betwixt them 
and others, whereas perhaps their actions do all the 
while flow from one and the ſame original. If we 
conſider the natural temper and conſtitution of men's 
ſouls, we ſhall find ſome to be airy, frolickſome and 
light, which makes their behaviour extravagant and 
ndiculous; whereas others are naturally ſerious and ſevere, 
and their whole carriage compoſed into ſuch gravity as 


gains them a great deal of reverence and eſteem. Some 3 


are of an - ay rugged and morole temper, and 
5 ; - ; N c can 
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can neither be pleaſed themſelves, nor endure that 
others ſhould be ſo. But all are not born with ſuch 
ſour and unhappy diſpoſitions; for ſome perſons have 
a certain ſweetneſs and benignity rooted in their natures, 
and they find the greateſt pleaſure in the endearmentz 


of ſociety, and the mutual complacency of friends, and 


covet nothing more than to have every body obliged to 
them: And it is well that nature bath provided this 
complexional tenderneſs, to ſupply the defect of true 
charity in the world, and to incline men to do ſome- 
thing for one another's welfare. Again, in regard of 
education, ſome have never been taught to follow any 


other rules than thoſe of pleaſure or advantage; but 


others are ſo inured to oblerve the ſtricteſt rules of de- 
cency and honour, and ſome inſtances of virtue, that 
they are bardly capable of doing any thing which 
they have been accuſtomed to look upon as baſe and 


un worthy. | 


In fine, it is no ſmall difference in the deportment of 
mere natural men, that doth ariſe from the ſtrength or 
weaknels of their wit or judgment, and from their care 
or negligence in uſing them. Intemperance and. luſt, 


injuſtice and oppreſſion, and all thoſe other impieties 
which abound in the world, and render it ſo milerable, 


are the iſſues of elf - love, the effect of the animal life, 
when it is neither overpower'd by religion, nor go- 
yerned by natural reaſon; But if it once take bold of 
reaſon, and get judgment and wit to be of its party, it 
will many times diſdain the groſſer ſort of vices, and 
ſpring up vnto fair imitations of virtue and goodnels. 
If a man bave but ſo much reaſon as to conſider ihe 
prejudice which intemperance and inordinate luſt do 
bring unto bis health, his fortune and his reputation, ſelf- 
love may ſuffice to reſtrain him; and one may obſerve 
the rules of moral juſtice, in dealing with others, 8s 
the beſt way to ſecure his own intereſt, and maintain 
his credit in the world. But this is not all: For this 
natural principle, by the help of reafon, may take 4 


higher flight, and come nigher the inſtances of piety , 
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ind religion: It may incline a man to the diligent ſtudy 
of . 2 why ſhould not 8 nl . 
other ſpeculations, be pleaſant and grateful to curious 
and inquiſitive minds? It may make men zealous in 
maintaining and propagating ſuch opinions as they have 
eſpouſed, and be very defirous that others ſhould ſub- 
mit unto their judgment, and approve the ctivice of 
religion which they themſelves have made: It ma 
make them delight to hear and compoſe excellent dii- 
courſes about the matters of religion ; for eloquence is 
very pleaſant whatever be the ſubject: Nay, ſome it 
may diſpoſe to no ſmall height of ſenſible devotion. 
The glorious things that are ſpoken of heaven, 'may 
make even a carnal heat in love with it; the metaphors 
and ſimilitudes made uſe of in ſcripture, of crowns. and 
ſceptres, and rivers of pleaſure, Sc. will eafily affect a 
man's fancy, and make him wiſh to be there, th | 
he neither underſtand nor defire thoſe ſpiritual pleaſures 
which are deſcribed and ſhadowed forth by them ; and 
when ſuch a perſon comes to believe that Chriſt has 
puſchaſed thoſe glorious things for him, he may feel a 
kind of tenderneſs and affection toward ſo great a bene- 
factor, and imagine that he is mightily enamoured with 
him, and yet all the while continue a ſtranger to the 
holy temper and ſpirit of the bleſſed Jeſus : and what 
hand the natural conſtitution may have in the raptur- 
ous devotions of ſome melancholy perſons, hath been 
excellently diſcovered of late by ſeveral learned and judi- 
cious pens. "1 | 12%; | 

To conclude, there is nothing proper to make a 
man's life pleaſant, or himſelf eminent and conſpicuous 
in the world; but this natural principle, aſſiſted by wit 
and reaſon, may prompt him to it; and though 1 do 
not condemn theſe things in tbemſelves, yet it concerns 
us nearly to know and conſider their nature, both that 
ve may keep within due bounds, and alſo that we may 
un never to value ourſelves on the account of ſuch at- 
tainments, nor lay the ſtreſs of religion upon our natural 
petites of performances. Rong oo woo a 
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_ Wherein the divine life doth conſifi. It is now time to 
return to the conſideration of that divine life whereof 
} was diſcourſing before, that /ife which is hid with 
Chrif in God; and therefore hath no glorious ſhew or 


appearance in the world, and to the natural man will 
em a mean and inſipid notion. As the animal life 


 eonbſteth in that narrow and confined love which is 
' terminated on a man's ſelf, and in his propenſion to- 


ward thoſe things that are pleaſing to nature; ſo the 
devine life ſtands in an univerſal and unbounded affec- 
tion,and in the maſtery over our natural inclinations, that 
they may never beable to betray us to thoſe things which 
we know to be blameable. The root of the divine life 
is faith; the chief branches are love to God, charity to 
man, purity and humility: For (as an excellent perſon 


| hath well obſerved) however theſe names be common 
and 


vulgar, and make no extraordinary ſound, yet do 
they carry ſuch a mighty ſenſe, that the tongue of man 
or angel can pronounce nothing more weighty or excel 
lent. Faith bath the ſame place in the divine life, which 


ſenſe hath in the natural, being indeed nothing elſe but 


a kind of ſenſe, or feeling perſuaſion of ſpiritual things: 
It extends itſelf unto all divine truths ; but in our 
lapſed eſtate, it hath a peculiar relation to the declara- 
tions of God's mercy and reconcileableneſs to finners 
through a mediator; and therefore receiving its deno- 
mination from that principal object, is ordinarily termed 
Faith in Jeſus Chrift. e 

The Love of God is a delightful and affectionate ſenſe 
of the divine perſections, which makes the ſoul reſign and 
ſacrifice itſelf wholly unto him, deſiring above all thing 
to pleaſe him, and delighting in nothing ſo much as in 
fellowſhip and communion with him, and being ready 
to do or (uffer any thing for his ſake, or at his plealure. 
Though this affection may have its firſt riſe from the 


favours and mercies of God toward ourſelves, yet 


doth it, in its growth and progreſs, tranſcend ſuch 


particular conſiderations, and ground itſelf on his infi- 
nite goodneſs, manifeſted in all the works of creation 


and 
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and providence. A ſoul; thus poſſeſſed with divine 
love, muſt needs be enlarged, toward all mankind, in 
a fincere and unbounded affection; becauſe of the affec- 
tion; becauſe of the rclation they have, to God, being 
bis creatures, and having ſomething . of bis image 
ſtamped upon them; and this is that clarity I named 
as the ſecond branch of Religion, and under which all 


the parts of juſtice, all the duties we owe to our 


neighbour, are eminently comprehended: For he who 
doth truly love all the world, will be nearly concerned 
in the intereſt of every one; and ſo far from wronging 
or injuring any perſon, that he will reſent any evil that 
befals others, as if it happened to himſelf, 

By Purity, 1 underſtand a due abſtractedneſs from the 
body, and maſtery over the inferior appetites; or ſuch 
a temper and diſpoſition of mind, as makes a wan de- 
ſpiſe and abſtain from all pleaſures and delights of ſenſe 
or fancy, which are ſinſul in themſelves, or tend to 
extinguiſh or leſſen our reliſh of more divine and intel- 
lectual pleaſures; which doth alſo jnfer a reſoluteneſs to 
undergo all thoſe hardſhips he may meet with in the 
performance of his duty: So that not only chaſtity and 
temperance, but alſo chriſtian courage and magnani- 
mity, may come under this head. 05} | 

Humility imports a deep ſenſe of our own meanneſs, 
with a hearty and affect ionate acknowledgement of our 
owing all that we are. to the divine bounty; which 1s 


always accompanied, with a profound ſubmiſſion to the 


will of God, and great deadneſs toward the glory of the 
world, and applauſe of men. 2 

Theſe are the higheſt perſections that either men or 
angels are capable of; the very foundation of heaven 
laid in the ſoul; and he who bath attained them, needs 
not deſire to pry into the hidden rolls of God's decrees, 
or ſearch the volumes of heaven to know what is deter- 
mined about his everlaſting condition; but be may find 
a copy of God's thoughts concerning him, Written in 
bis own breaſt. His love to God may give him aſſur- 
ance of God's favour to bim; and thoſe beginnings 
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of happineſs which be feels in the conformity of the 
powers of his ſoul to the nature of God, and compll- 
Ance with his will, are a fure pledge that his felicity ſhall 
de perfected, and continued to all eternity: And it is 
not without reaſon that one faid, I had rather ſee the 
real impreſſions of a Godlike nature upon my own foul, than 
have à viſion from heaven, or an angel ſent to tell me that 
my name were enrolled in the book of life. . 

Religion better underflood by attions than tordi. When 
we have ſaid all we can, the ſecret myſteries of a new 
nature and divine life can never be ſufficiently expreſſed; 
language and words cannot reach them; nor can they 
be truly underſtood but by thoſe ſouls that are enkin- 


dled within, and awakened unto the fenſe and relith of 


ſpiritual things: There is a ſpirit in man, and the inſpira- 
tion of the Almighty giveth this nnderflanding. "The 
power and life of religion may be better expreſſed in 
actions than in words; becauſe actions are more lively 
things, and do better repreſent the inward principle 
whence they proceed: And therefore we may take the 
beſt meaſure of thoſe gracious endowments from the 
deportment of thoſe 1n whom they reſide ; eſpecially as 
they are perfectly exemplified in the holy life of our 
bleſſed Saviour, a main part of whoſe buſineſs in this 
world, was to teach, by his practice, what he did re- 
ire of others, —and to.make his own converſation an 
exact reſemblance of thoſe unparallelled rules which be 
prefcribed: So that if ever true goodneſs was viſible to 
mortal eyes, it was then, when his preſence did beau- 
tiſy and illuſtrate this lower world. . 
Divine love exemplified in our Saviour. That fincere 
and devout affect ion wherewith his bleſſed foul did con- 
ſtantly burn toward his heavenly Father, did expreſs 
itſelf in an entire reſignation to his will; it was this was 


his very meat, to do the will, and finiſh the work of him 


that ſent him. This was the exerciſe of his childhood, 
and the conſtant employment of his riper age. He 
ſpated no travel or pains while he was about his Father's 
buſineſs but took ſuch infinite content and ſatisfaction = 
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the perlorm ince of it, that when being faint and weary 
ul his journey, he reſted himſelf on Nac well, and 
entreated water of the Samaritan woman. The ſucceſs 
of his conference with her, and the acceſſion that was 
made to the kingdom of God, filled his mind with 
ſuch delight, as ſeemed to have redounded to his very 
body, refreſhing his ſpirits, and making him forget the 
thirſt whereof he complained before, and refule the 
meat which. he had ſent his diſciples to buy, Nor was 
he leſs patient and ſubmiſſive in ſuffering the will of 
God, than diligent in the doing of it: He endured the 
ſharpeſt afflictions, and extremeſt miſeries that ever 
were inflicted on any mortal, without a repiping 
thought, or diſcontented word: For though be was 
far from a ſtupid inſenſibility, or a fantaſtic or ſoical 
obſtinacy, and bad as quick a ſenſe of pain as other 
men, and the deepeſt apprehenſion of what he was to 
ſuffer in his ſoul, (as his bloody ſweat, and the ſore 
amazement and ſorrow which he 725 Jo abundantly 
declare,) yet did he entirely ſubmit to that ſevere 
diſpenſation of providence, and willing acquielced 
e | 5 
And he pray'd to God, that if it were poſſible, (or 
as one of the Evangeliſts hath it, if 4e were willing, } 
that cup might be removed; yet he gently added, Never- 
theleſs, not my will, but thine be done. Of what ofs 
importance are the expreſſions, 257 xii. 27. where he 
ict acknowledgeth the anguiſh of his ſpirit, Now i 
my ſoul troubled (which: would ſeem to produce a kind 
of demur,) and what ſhall I ſay? and then he goes to 
deprecate his ſuffering, Father, ſave. me from this hour ; 
which he had no. ſooner uttered, but he doth as it were, 
on ſecond thoughts, recall it in theſe words, But for 
this cauſe came 1 into the world; and concludes, Father, 
glorify thy name. No we mult not look on this as a 
levity, or blameable weakneſs in the bleſſed Jeſus; 1 
knen all along what he was to ſuffer, and did moſt reſo · 
lutely undergo it; but it ſhews us the unconceivable 
vcight and preſſure that be was to hear, which being ſq 
50 e aftfficting, 
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afflicting, and contrary to nature, he could not think 
of without terror; yet conſidering the will of God, 
and the glory which was to redound to him from 
rack he was not only content, but defirous to ſuſ- 
„ | 920 
* His conflant devotion. Another inſtance of his love 
to God, was, his delight in converſing with him by 
prayer, which made him frequently retire himſelf from 
the world, and with the greateſt devotion and pleaſure 
ſpend whole nights in that heavenly exerciſe, though he 
had no fins to confeſs, and but few ſecular intereſts to 
pray for; which, alas! are almoſt the only things that 
are wont to drive us to our devotions: Nay, we may (ay 
his whole life was a kind of prayer; a conſtant courle 
of communion with God: If the ſacrifice was not al- 
ways offering, yet was the fire ſtill kept alive; nor was 
ever the bleſſed Jeſus ſurpriſed with that dulneſs, or 
trepidity of ſpirit, which we muſt many times wreſtle 
with before we can be fit for the exerciſe of devotion. 

Hi clarity to men. In the ſecond place, I ſhould 
ſpeak of his love and charity toward all men; but he 
who would expreſs it, muſt tranſcribe the hiſtory of the 


goſpel, and comment upon it; for ſcarce any thing is 


recorded to have been done or ſpoken by him, which 
was not deſigned for the good and advantage of ſome 
one or other, All his miraculous works were inſtances 
of his goodneſs as well as his power; and they benefited 
thoſe on whom they were wrought, as well as they 
amazed the beholders. His charity was not confined 
to his kindred, or relations; nor was all his 'Kindneſs 
ſwallowed up in the endearments of that peculiar friend- 
ſhip which he carried toward the beloved diſciple: But 
every one was his friend who obeyed his holy commands; 
John xv. 24. and whoſoever did the will of his Faller, 
the ſame was to him as is brother, and fifter, and 
mother. 35 r * WY: mere ref” Tr att 
Never was any unwelcome to him who came with an 
honeſt intention, nor did he deny any requeſt which 
N80 to the good of thoſe that aſked it: So that what 
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was ſpoken of that Roman Emperor, whom for his 
goodneſs they cailed the darling of mankind, was really 

formed by him, that never any departed from him 
with a heavy countenance, except that rich youth, 
Mark x. who was ſorry to hear that the kingdom of 
heaven ſtood at ſo high a rate, and that he could not 


Jeſus beholding him, loved him: But muſt he, for his 
lake, cut out a new way to heaven, and alter the na- 


ture of things, which make it impoſſible that a covetous 
man ſhould be happy? 4 


And what ſhall I ſpeak of his meekneſs, who could 
encounter the monſtrous ingratitude and diffimulation 
of that miſcreant who betrayed him, in no harſher 
terms than theſe, Judas, betrayeſft thou the Son of Man 
with a kiſs? What further evidence could we deſire of 
bis fervent and unbounded charity, than that he wil- 
lingly laid down his life even for his moſt bitter enemies; 
and mingling his prayers with his blood, beſought the 
Father that his death might not be laid to their charge, 
but might become the means of eternal life to thoſe very 
e, 1721 C0 
His purity. The third branch of the divine life is 
purity, which, as I ſaid, conſiſts in a neglect of worldly 
enjoyments and accommodations, in à reſolute endur- 
ing of all ſuch troubles as we meet with in doing of our 
duty. Now / ſurely, if ever any perſon was wholly 
dead to all the pleaſures of the natural life,” it was the 
blefſed Jeſus, who ſeldom taſted them when they came 
in his way; but never ſtept out of his road to ſeek. 
them. Though he allowed others the comforts of 
wedlock, and honoured marriage with his preſence; 
yet he choſe the ſeverity of a virgin life, and never 
knew the nuptial bed: And though at the ſame time 
he ſupplied the want of wine with a miracle, yet — ö 

by wou 
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would not work one for the relief of his own bunger 
in the wilderneſs; ſo gracious and divine was the tem. 
per of his foul, in allowing to others ſuch Jawſul graii. 


figations as himſelf thought good to abſtain from, and 


ſupplying not only their more extreme and preſſing ne. 
ceſhties, but alſo their {maller and leſs confiderable 
wants. We many times hear of our Saviour's ſighs, 
and groans, and tears; but never that he laugh'd, and 
but once that he rejoiced in ſpirit: S9 that, through his 


whole life, he did exactly anſwer that character given of 


him by the prophet of old, that be was a ner of ſorrows, 
and arquainied with grief. Nor were the troubles and 
dilaccom modations of his life other than matters of 
choice; for never did there any appear, on the ſtage of 


the world, with greater advantages to have raiſed him- 


felf to the higbeſt ſecular, felicity.; He who would 
bring together ſuch a prodigious number of filhes into 
his diſciples net, and, at another time, receive that 
tribute from a fiſh which be wWas to pay to the temple, 
might eafily have made himſelf the richeſt perſon in the 
world: Nay, without any money, he could have main- 
tained an army powerful enough to have juſtled Caſor 
out of his throne, having oft ner than once fed ſeveral 
thouſands with a few loaves and ſmall fiſhes ; but, to 
ſhew how ſmall eſteem be had of all the enjoyments in 
the world, he choſe to live in ſo poor and mean a con- 


dition, Mat though the foxes had holes, and tie birds of 


the air had meſts, nei he, duo was Lord and Heir of all 
things, hed not whereon 10 lay his head; He did not fre- 
quent the courts of princes, nor affect the acquaintance 
or converſe of great ones; but being reputed the ſon of 
a carpenter, he had fiſhermen, and ſuch, other poor 
people for his companions, and lived at ſuch a rate, # 
ſuited with the meanneſs of that condition. | 
Hit humility. And thus I am brought unawares to 
ſpeak of his flamility, the laſt branch of the divine life; 
wherein he was a moſt eminent pattern to us, that We 
might {earn of him to be meek and lowly in heart. I ſhal 


etc 


not nom ſpeak of that infinite condeſcenſion of the | 
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eternal Son of God, in taking our nature upon him; 


but only re flect on our Saviour's lowly and humble de- 
tment while he was in the world. He had none of 
thoſe ſins and imperfections which may juſtly humble 
the beſt of men; but he was to entirely ſwallowed u 
with a deep ſenſe of the infinite perſections of God, 
that he appeared as nothing in his own eyes; I mean, 
ſo far as he was a creature. He confidered thofe emi- 
nent perfections, which ſhined in his bleſſed ſoul, not 
as his own, but the gifts of God; and therefore afſum- 
ed nothing to himſeht for them, but, with the profound- 
eſt bumility, renounced all pretences to them. Hence 
did he refuſe that ordinary compellation of Good Maſter, 
when addreſſed to his human nature by one who it 


leems was ignorant of his divinity: Why calleft thou ne 


god? there is none good but God only; as if be had ſaid, 
the goodneſs of any creature (and fuch only thou takeſt 
me to be) is not worthy to be named or taken rfotice of; 
tis God alone who is originally and effentially good 
He never made uſe of his miraculous power for vanity 


| or oftentation. HE would not gratify the curioſity of 


the Jews with a fign from heaven, ſome prodigious ap- 
prarance in the air; nor would he follow the advige of 
his countrymen and kindred, who would have had all 
Is great works performed in the eyes of the world, for 
gaining him the greater fame; But when his charity 
had prompted him to the relief of the miſerable, his 
bumlity made him many times enjoin the concealment 
of the miracle; and when the glory of God, and the 
deſign for which he came into the world, required the 
publication of them, he aſcribeth the honour of all to 
bis Father, telling them, that of himſelf he was able to 
do nothing, | a 
| cannot inſiſt on all the inſtances of humility in his 
deportment towards men; his withdrawing bimſelf when 
they would have made him a king; bis ſubjection not 
only to his bleſſed mother, but to her buſband, during 
bis younger years, and his ſubmiſſion to all the indig- 
| | nities 
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nities and affronts which his rude and malicious enemies 
did upon him: The hiftory of his holy life, recorded 
by thole who converſed with him, is full of ſuch pal. 
ſages as theſe; and indeed the ſerious and attentiye 
ſtudy of it, is the. beſt way to get right meaſutes « 
humility, and all the other parts of religion which | 
have been endeavouring to deſcribe. 

But now, that I may leſſen your trouble of reading 
a long letter, by making ſome pauſes in it; let me here 
ſubjoin a prayer, that might be proper, when one, who 
had formally entertain'd ſome falſe notions of religion, 
begins to diſcover what it is. 


5 A PRA TER. 
NFINITE and ETERNAL Majeſty! Author and 
I Fountain of being and bleſſedneſs! How little do 
we poor finful "creatures know of thee, or the way to 
. ſerve and pleaſe thee! We talk of Religion, and pretend 
unto it; but alas! how few are there that know and 
conſider what it means! how eaſily do we miſtake the 
affections of our nature, and iſſues of ſelf-love, for thoſe 
divine graces which alone can render us acceptable in 
thy fight! It may juſtly grieve me to conſider, that! 
ſhould have wandered fo long, and contented myſelt ſo 
often with vain ſhadows, and falſe images of Piety and 
Religion; yet I cannot but acknowledge and adore thy 
goocineſs, who haſt been pleaſed, in ſome meaſure, to 
open mine eyes, and let me ſee what it is at which | 
ovght.to aim. I rejoice to confider what mighty im- 
provements my nature is capable of. and what a divine 
temper of ſpirit doth ſhine in thoſe whom thou a!t 
pleaſed to chooſe, and cauſeſt to approach unto thee. 
lefled be thine infinite mercy, who ſenteſt thing ow 
Son to dwell among men, and inſtruct them by his ex- 
ample as well as his laws, giving them a perfect patter 
of what they ought to be. O! that the holy life of thc 
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bieſſed Jeſus may be always in my thoughts, and before 
mine eyes, till I receive a deep ſenſe and impreffion of 
thoſe excellent graces that ſhined ſo eminently in him; 
and let me nevef ceaſe my endeavours, till that new 
and divine nature prevail in my foul, and Chrift be 


formed within me. 


The excellency and advantage of religion. AND now, 
my dear Friend, having dilcovered the nature of true 
Religion, before I proceed any further, it will not per- 
haps be unfit to fix our meditations a little on the ex- 
cellency and advantages of it, that we may be excited 
to the more vigorous and diligent proſecution of thoſe 
methods whereby we may attain ſo great a felicity. 
But, alas! what words ſhall we find to expreſs that 
inward ſatisſaction, thoſe hidden pleaſures which ean 
never be rightly underſtood, but by theſe holy ſouls 
who feel them? A franger intermeddleth not with their 
oy. Holinels-1s the right temper, the vigorous and 
bealthful conſtitution of the ſoul + Its faculties had 
formerly been enfeebled and diſordered; fo that they + 
could not exerciſe their natural functions; it had wea- 
ried itſelf with endleſs: toſſings and rollings, and was 
never able to find any reſt: Now that diſtemper being 
temoved, it feels itſelf well; there is a due harmony in 
its faculties, and a ſprightly vigour poſſeſſeth every 
part. The underſtanding can diſcern what is good, 
and the will can cleave unto it. The affect ions are not 
tied to the motions of ſenſe, and the influence of ex- 
ternal objects; but they are ſtirred by more divine im- 
preſſions, are touched by a ſenſe of inviſidle things. 

The excellency of divine love. Let us deſcend, if you 
pleale, into a nearer and more particular view of Reli- 
gion, in thoſe ſeveral branches of it which were named 
before : Let us conſider that love and affect ion where 
with holy ſouls are united to God, that we may ſee 
What excellency and felicity is involved in it. Love is 

that powerful and prevalent paſſion, by which all the 
faculties and inclinations of — ſoul are determined, and 
11 25 on 
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on which both its perfection and happineſs depend, 
The worth and excellency of a ſoul is to be meaſured 
by the object of its love: He who loveth mean and 
ſordid things, doth thereby become baſe and vile ; but 
a noble and well-placed affection doth advance and im- 
prove the ſpirit into a conformity with the perfection 
which it loves. The images of theſe do frequently 
N themſelves unto the mind, and, by a ſecret 

rce and energy, infinuate into the very conſtitution of 
the ſoul, and mould and faſhion it unto their own like. 
neſs. Hence we may ſee how eaſily lovers or friends do 


fide into the-imitation of the perſons whom they affe&; 
and who, even before they are aware, they begin to 


reſemble them, not only in the more conſiderable in- 
ſtances of their deportment, but alſo.in their voice and 
geſture, and that which we call their mien and air; 
and certainly we ſhould: as well t:anſcribe the virtues 
and inward beauties of the ſoul, if they were the object 
and motive of our love, But now, as all the creatures 
we. converſe with bave their mixture and alloy, we are 
ted, by placing 
our affection on them : Paſſion doth eaſily blind our 


eyes, ſo that we firſt approve,” and then 1mitate the 


things that are blameable in them. The true way to 
improve and ennoble our fouls, is, by fixing our love 


on the divine perfections, that we may have them always 


before us, and derive an impreſſion of them on our- 
ſelves, and beholding, with open face, as in a'plaſs, thi 


glory of the Lord, we may be changed into the ſame mage, 


from glory to glory. He who, with- a generous and 
holy ambition, hath raiſed his eyes towards that un- 
created beauty and goodneſs, and fixed his affection 
there, is quite of another ſpirit, of a more excellent 
and heroic temper than the reſt of the world, and can» 


not but infinitely diſdain all mean and unworthy things; 


will not entertain any low or baſe thoughts, which 


might diſparage bis high and noble pretenſions. Love 


is the greateſt and moſt excellent thing we are maſters 
af: and therefore it is folly and baſeneſs to beſtow it 
"I . unworthily: 
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unworthily: It is, indeed, the only thing we can call 
our own; other things may be taken from us by vio- 
lence, but none can raviſh our love: If any thing elle -. 
be counted ours, by giving our love, we give all, fo 
far as we make over our hearts and wills, by which we 
poſſeſs our other enjoyments: It is not poſſible to refuſe 
him any thing, to whom, by love, we have given our- 
ſelves; nay, ſince it is the privilege of gifts to receive 
their value from the mind of the giver, and not to be 
meaſured by the event, but by the defire, he who loy- 
eth, may, in ſome ſenſe, be ſaid not only to beſtow all 
that he hath, but all things elſe which may make the 
beloved perſon happy; fince he doth heartily wiſ them, 
and would really give them if they were in his power: 
In which ſenſe it is that one makes bold to fay, That 
divine love doth, in a manner, 2 God unto himfelf,, by 
the complacency it takes in the happineſs and perfection of 
his nature: But though this may ſeem too ſtrained an 
expreſſion, certainly love is the worthieſt preſent we 
can offer unto God, and it is extremely debaſed, when 
we beſtow it another way. 
When this affection is miſplaced, it doth often vent 
itſelf in ſuch expreffions as point at its genuine and 
proper object, and inſinuate where it ought to be pla- 
ced. The flattering and blaſphemous terms of adora- 
tion, wherein men do ſometimes expreſs their paſſion, 
are the language of that affect ion which was made and 
deſigned for God; as he who is accuſtomed to ſpeak t 
ſome great perſon, doth perhaps, unawares, ace 
another with thoſe titles he was wont to give him: But, 
certainly, that paſſion which accounteth its obyetts a 
deity, ought to be beſtowed on him who really is ſo: 
Thoſe unlimited ſubmiſſions, which would debaſe the 
ſoul if directed to any other, will exalt and ennoble 
it when placed here: "Thoſe chains and cords af 
love are infinitely more glorious than liberty itſelf; 
this flavery is more noble than all the empires- in the 


world, | 
K K 2 | The 
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Tie advantages of divine love. Again, as divine lout 
doth advance and elevate the ſoul; ſo it is that alone 
which can make it happy : The higheſt and moſt raviſh. 
ing pleaſures, the moſt ſolid and ſubſtantial delights 
that human nature is capable of, are thoſe which ariſe - 
from the endearments of a well-placed and ſucceſsful 
affection. That which imbitters love, and makes it 
ordinarily a very troubleſome and hurtful paſſion, is the 
placing it on thoſe who have not worth enough to de- 
ſerve it, or affect ion and gratitude to requite it, or whoſe 
abſence may deprive us of the pleaſure of their converſe, 
or their miſeries occaſion our trouble. To all theſe evils 
are they expoſed, whoſe chief and ſupreme affection 
is placed on creatures like themſelves; but the love of 
God delivers us from them all. | 

The worth of the object. Firſt, I ſay, love muſt needs 
be miſerable, and full of trouble and diſquietude, when 
there is not worth and excellency enough in the object 
to anſwer the vaſtneſs of its capacity. So eager and 
violent a paſſion cannot but fret and torment the ſpirit, 
when it finds not wherewith to ſatisfy its cravings; And, 
indeed, ſo large and unbounded is its nature, that it 
muſt be extremely pinched and ſtraitened, when con- 
fined to any creature; nothing below an infinite good 
can afford it room to ſtretch itſelf, and exert its vigour 
and activity. What is a little ſkin-deep beauty, or 
ſome ſmall degrees of goodneſs, to match or ſatisfy a 
paſſion which was made for God; deſigned to embrace 
an infinite good? No wonder lovers do ſo hardly ſuffer 
any rival, and do not defire that others ſhould approve 
their paſſion by imitating it: They know the ſcantineſs 
and narrowneſs of the good which they love, that it 
cannot ſuffice two, being in effect too little for one. 
Hence love, 'whick is as ffrong as death, occaſioneth 
jealouſy which is cruel as the grave; the coals whereof 
are coals of fire, which hath a moſt violent flame. 

But divine love hath no mixture of this gall, When 
once the loul is fixt on that ſupreme and all-ſufficient 
good, it finds ſo much perfection and goodneſs, as doth 
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not only anſwer and ſatisfy its affection, but maſter a 
overpower it too: It finds all its love to be too faint 
and lauguid for ſuch a noble object, and is only ſorry 
that it can command no more. It wiſheth for the 
flames of a ſeraph, and longs for the time when it ſhall. 
de wholly melted and diſſolved into love; and becauſe 
t can do ſo little itſelf, it deſires the aſſiſtance of the 
whole creation, that angels and men would concur 
with it in the admiration and love of thoſe infinite 
perlections. | | 

The certainty to be beloved again. Again, Love is ac- 
companied with trouble, when it miſſeth a (ſuitable return 
of affection: Love is the moſt valuable thing we can 
beſtow, and by giving it, we do, in effect, give all 
that we have; and therefore it muſt needs be afflicting 
to find ſo great a gift deſpiſed, that the preſent which | 
one hath made of his whole heart, cannot prevail to 
obtain any return. Perfect love is a kind of ſelf-dere- 
lition, a wandering out of "ourſelves; it is a kind of 
yoluntary death, wherein the lover/ dies to himſelf, and 
all bis own intereſts, not thinking of them, nor caring 
{or them any more, and minding nothing but how he 
may pleaſe and gratify the party whom he loves, Thus 
he is quite undone, unleſs he meets with reciprocal 
affection; he neglects himſelf, and the other hath no 
regard to him: But if he be beloved, he is revived, as 
It were, and liveth in the ſoul and care of the perſon 
whom he loves; and now he boy to mind his own 
concernments, not ſo much becauſe they are his, as be- 
cauſe the beloved is pleaſed to own an intereſt in them; 
Rs dear unto himſelf, becauſe he 1s ſo unto the 
other, 

But why ſhould 1 enlarge in ſo known a matter? 
Nothing can be more clear, than that the happineſs of 
love depends on the return it meets with; and herein the 
dine lover hath unſpeakably the advantage, having pla- 
cd his affection on him whole nature is love, whoſe goodneſs 
us infinite as his being, whoſe mercy prevented us when we 
kere his enemies, therefore cannot chuſe but embrace 
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us when we are become his friends. It is utterly impoſ. 
| fible that God ſhould deny his love to a foul wholly 
devoted to him, and which defires nothing ſo much x 
to ſerve aud pleaſe him; he cannot diſdain his own 
image, nor the heart in which it is engraven : Love 
all the tribute which we can pay him, and it is the fl. 
crifice which he will not deſpiſe. | 
| The preſence of the beloved perſon. Another thing 
which diſturbs the pleaſure ot love, and renders it | 
miſerable and unquiet paſſion, 1s abſence and ſeparation 
from thoſe we love. It is not without a ſenſible afflic. 
tion that friends do part, though for ſome little time; 
it is ſad to be deprived of that ſociety which is ſo & 
lighttul; our life becomes tedious, being ſpent in an in- 
patient expectation of the happy hour wherein we may 
meet again: But if death have made the ſeparation, x 
ſome time or other it muſt, this occaſions a grief ſcare: 
to be parallel'd by all the misfortunes of human life 
and wherein we may pay dear enough for the comſort 
of our friendſhip. But, Oh how happy are tho 
who have placed their love on him who can never be 
abſent from them! They need but open their ee, 
and they ſhall every where behold the traces of by 
preſence and glory, and converſe with him whom thei 
foul loveth; and this makes the darkeſt priſon, « 
wildeſt deſert, not only ſupportable, but delightful to 
them. 21 Fes | 
Ie divine love makes us partake of an infinite hajt 
neſs. In fine, a lover is miſerable, if the perſon whom 
be loveth be ſo; they who have made an exchange 6 
of hearts by love, get thereby an intereſt in one ans 
ther's happineſs and miſery: And this makes love! 
_ troubleſome paſſion, when placed on earth. The molt; 
fortunate 2 bath grief enough to mar the tranqui- 
lity of his friend; and it is hard to hold it out, ben 
we are attacked on all hands, and ſuffer not only in oui 
own perſon, but in another's. But if God were the 
object of our love, we ſhould ſhare in an infinite hap 
pinels without any mixture, or poſſibility of dimine- 
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non; we ſhould rejoice to behold the glory of God, 
and receive comfort and pleaſure from all the praiſes 
wherewith men and angels do extol him. It ſhould 
&light us, beyond all expreſſion, to conſider, that the 
beloved of our fouls is infinitely happy in himſelf, and 
that all his enemies cannot ſhake or unſettle his throne; 
That our God is in the heavens, and doth whatſoever he 
zaſeth. 1 7 £20" 0h 
fold, on what ſure foundations his happineſs is 
built, whoſe ſoul is poſſeſſod with divine love, whoſe 
will is transformed into the will of God, and whoſe 
zreateft defire is, that his Maker ſhould be pleated! O 
the peace, the reſt, the ſatisfaction that attendeth fach 
a temper of mind! . | | 

He that loveth God, finds ſweetneſs in every diſpenſation. 
What an infinite pleaſure muſt it needs be, thus, as it 
were, to loſe ourſelves in him, and, being ſwallowed 
up in the overcoming ſenſe of his goodneſs, to offer 
ourſelves a living ſacrifice, always aſcending unto him 
in flames of love. Never doth a foul know what fo- 
id joy and ſubſtantial pleaſure is, till once, being weary 
of 1tfelf, it renounce all propriety, give itſelf up unto 
the author of its being, and feel itſelf become an hal- 
lowed and devoted thing, and can ſay, from an mward 
lenſe and feeling, My beloved is mine (1 account all his 
intereſt mine own,) and I am his: I am content to be 
any thing for him, and care not for myſelf, but that I 
may ſerve him. A perſon moulded into this temper, 
would find pleaſure in all the diſpenſations of provi- f 
dence; Temporal enjoy ments would have another reliſn, 2 
when he ſhould taſte the divine goodneſs in them, and ? 
conſider: them as tokens of love ſent by his deareſt Lord 
ad Maker: And chaftiſements, though they be not 
1950us, but grievous, would hereby loſe their ſting. 
the rod as well as the ſtaff would comfort him: He 
would ſnatch a kiſs from the band that was fmiting 
bim, and gather ſweetneſs from that ſeverity ; nay, he 
would rejoice, that though God did not the will of 
lach a worthleſs and fooliſh» creature as himſelf, yet he 
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did his own will, and accompliſhe] his own deſigns, 


which are infinitely more holy and wiſe, 
The duties of religion are delightful io him. The ex. 
erciſes of religion, which to others are inſipid and tedi- 
ous, do yield the higheſt pleaſure and delight to ſouls 
poſſeſſed with divine love. They rejoice when they are 
called * to go up to the houſe of the Lord, that they may 


ſee his power and his glory, as they have formerly ſeen i 


in the ſanctuary. They never think themſelves ſo hay. 
Py, as when, having retired from the world, and gotten 
free from the noiſe and burry of affairs, and filenced all 
their clamorous paſſions, (thoſe troubleſome gueſt 
within,) they have placed themſelves in the preſence of 
God, and entertain fellowſhip and communion with 
hm: They delight to adore his perſections, and - 
count his — to proteſl their affection to 
him, and tell him a thouſand times that they Jove 
him; to lay out their troubles or wants before him, 
and diſburden their hearts in his boſom. Repentance 
itſelf 1s a delightful exerciſe, when it floweth from the 
principle of love. There is a ſecret ſweetneſs which 
accompanieth thoſe tears of remorſe, thoſe meltings and 
relentings of a ſoul returning unto God, and lamenting 
its former unk indneſs. K | 

The ſeverities of a holy life, and that conſtant watch 
which we are obliged to keep over our hearts and ways, 
are very troubleſome to thoſe who are only ruled and 
actuated by an external law, and have no law in their 
minds inclining them to the performance of their duty; 
But where divine love poſſeſſeth the ſoul, it ſtands a 
centinel to keep out every thing that may offend the 
beloved, and doth disdaintully repulſe thoſe temptations 
which aſſault it: It complieth cheerfully, not only with. 
explicit commands, but with the moſt ſecret notices 


of the beloved's pleaſure, and is ingenious. in dilcorer- | 


ing what will be moſt grateful and acceptable unto him: 
It makes mortification and ſelf-denial change their 


» Pſal, Ixiii. 2. 


- 
d —— 
F * 


I THE $OUL OF MAN. 2 
harſh and dreadful names, . eaſy, ſweet, and | 
delightful things. 

But 1 find this part af my letter ſwell bigger than I 
defigned, (indeed who would not be tempted to dwell 

on ſo plealant a theme ]) I ſhall endeavour to camp 
fate it by brevity in the other points. 

The excellency of charity. The. next branch of tbe 
divine Life, is an univerſal, charity and love. The ex- 
cellency of this grace will be eafily acknowledged; for 
what can be more noble and generous, than a heart 
enlarged to embrace the whole world, whoſe wiſhes and 
defigns are levelled at the good and welfare of the uni- 
verſe, which conſidereth every man's intereſt as its own? 
He who loveth his neighbour as himſelf; can never 
entertain any baſe or injurious thought, or be wanting - 
in expreſſions of bounty: He had rather ſuffer a thou- 
ſand wrongs, than be guilty of one; and never ac- 
counts bimſelf happy, but 5 ſome one or other 
hath been benefited by him: The malice or ingratitude 
of men is not able to reſiſt his love: He-overlooks their 
injuries, and pn their folly, and overcomes: their evil 
with good ; and never deſigns: any other revenge. againſt 
bis moſt: bitter and —— than to put all 
the obligations he can upon them, whether they will or 
not. Is it any wander that ſuch a perſan be reverenced 
and admired: and accounted the darling of mankind? 
This inward and benignity of es reflects a 
certain ſwertneſs and: ſerenity upon the very, counte- 
nance, and makes it amiable and lovely: It inſpireth 


the ſoul with a noble reſolution and courage, 
-makes it- of enterpriſing and effecting the bigh+ _ 
eſt things, | Thoſe heroic actions which we are wont 


to read with admiration have, forthe moſt 
the effects of the love of one's country, or of 
2 ml aſc And certainly, a more extenſive and uni- 


been 


yore n it. Again, Ae ; 
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with the greateſt ſatisſaction and pleaſure : It delights 
; the ſoul to feel itſelf thus enlarged, and to be delivered 
| from thoſe diſquieting, as well as deformed: paſſions, 
-: malice, hatred, and enyy; and become gentle, ſweet, 
and benign. Had I my choice of all things that might 
tend to my preſent” felicity, I would pitch upon this, 
to have my heurt poſſeſſed with» the greateſt kindneſs 
- and affection towards all men in the world. Jam ſure 
this would make me partake in all the happineſs of 
others; their. inward endow ments and out ward proſpe- 
rity; every thing that did /benefit and advantage them 
would afford me comfort and pleaſure: And though 1 
* ſhould: frequently meet with occaſions of grief and com- 
1paſſion,” yet there is a ſwcetneſs in commiſeration, 
-which makes it infinitely more deſirable than a ſtupid 
inſeaſibility : And 'the conſideration of that infinite 
goodneſs ahd w iſdom w hidhgoverns the world, miglit 
ntepreſs any exceſſive trouble for particular calamities 
that happen in it: And the hopes or poſſibility of men's 
aftor · happineſs, might moderate their ſorrow: for theit 
preſent misſortunes. Certainly, next to the love and 
enjoyment of God; that ardent charity and caffection 
lwherewith bleſſed ſouls do embtace one chibther, is 
yuſtly to be reckoned as theigreateſt! fulidim of 4 hoſe 
_ [regions above; and did it univerſally prevail in the 
World, it would anticipate that bleſſed naſs and make 
us taſte of the joys of heauen upon darth π⁹· .= 
| e erreilency of purityu bat which Þ wamed! as a 
third branch of Religion, was purity ; n νο%jj may 
remember I deſeribedꝭ it to conſiſt in a comempt of ſen- 
-tual. pleaſures, and reſoluteneſs to undergo«thoſe.trou- 
wles aud pains we may meet with. in the performance 
uf dur duty. Nov, the naming of this may ſuſſice 10 
idcommend it as a moſt noble and excellent quality. 
Thete is no ſlavery fo baſe, as that whefeby a man be- 
 Fomes a drudge to his on luſts; nor any victory ſo 
- glorious, as that which is obtained over them. Never 
uuſthat perſon be capable of any thing that is noble 
and/worthy, who is ſunk in the groſs and ſeculent 
chr B+ | , pleaſures 


7 

mo 

{ 
1 
* 
1 
# 4 
17 
6 ö 
4 


IX THE, SOUL OP MAN. 269: 


pleaſures of ſenſe, or bewitched with the light and aury+ 
gratificdtions of fancy: But the religious ſoul is of 
more ſublime and divine. temper; it knows it was made 
tor higher: things, and ſcorns to ſtep aſide one ſoot 
out of the ways of holineſs, for the obtaining any of 


tbele. inn. by n Den Hen ited 
The delight it affords. And this parity is accompanied 


with a great deal of pleaſure: Whatſoever defiles the: 

ſoul, diſturbs zit too; all impure delights have ai fling! 

in; them, and leave ſmart and trôuhle behind them 
Exceſs and: intemperance,” and all jnordinate luſts, are 

ſo much enemies to the health of the body, and the in- | 
tereſts of this preſent life, that a little confideration/ - 
might oblige any rational man to forbear them on tliat = 
very ſcore; and if the religious perſon go higher, and 
do not only abſtain from noxious pleaſures, but negle&- 
thoſe that are innocent, this is not to be look d upon 
as any violent and uneaſy -reftraint, but as the effect of 
better choice, that their minds are taken up in the 
purſuit of more ſublime and refined delights, ſo that 
they cannot be concerned in theſe. Any perſon that is 
engaged in a violent and paſſionate affection, will eaſily 
ſorget his ordinary gratiſications, will be little curious 
about his diet, or his bodily caſe, or the divertiſements 
he was wonted to delight in. No wonder then, if = 
louis overpower'd with divine loue deſpiſe inferior plea» © 
ſures, and be almoſt ready to grudge the body its nee 
ceſſary attendance for the common accommodations of 
life, judging all theſe impertinent to their main happi- 

nels, and thoſe higher enjoyments they are | 
As for the hardſhips they may meet with, they-rejoice 

in them, as opportunities to exerciſe and teſtify their 

aflection: And ſince they are able to do ſo little for 

| God, they are glad of the honour to ſuffer for bim. 

Ie excellency of Aumility. The laſt branch of Reli: 
gion is Aumility; and however, to vulgar and carna _, 
eyes, this may appear an adject, baſe id deſpicable _ 
quality, yet really the ſoul of man is noCEgpable of an -M 
bigher anch more noble endowment. It is 4 filly ignos: = 
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rance that begets pride: But humility ariſes from a 


_ nearer acquaintance with excellent things, which k 


men from doting on trifles, or admiring themſelves be- 
caule of ſome petty attainments. Noble and well. 
educated fouls have no ſuch high opinion of riches; 


beauty, ſtrength, and other ſuch like advantages, as to 


value themſelves for them, or deſpiſe thoſe that want 


them: And as for inward worth and real goodneſs, the 


ſenſe they have of the divine perſections, makes them 
think very meanly of any thing they have hitherto at- 


and make nearer approaches to thole infinite excellencies 
which they admire, F-14541 32750 

I know not what thoughts may have of hy- 
mility, but I ſee almoſt every perſon pretending to it, 
and ſhunning ſuch exprefſions and actions as may make 
them be accounted arrogant and preſumptuous, ſo that 
thoſe who are moſt deſirous of praiſe will be loth to 
commend themſelves. What are all thoſe compliments 


and modes of civility, ſo frequent in our ordinary con- 


verſe, but ſo many proteſtations of the eſteem of others, 
hts we have of ourſelves? And muſt 
not that humility be a noble and excellent endowment, 
when the very ſhadows of it are accounted ſo neceflary 
| part of good breeding? e, ne 

The pleaſure and fi 


fs of an humble temper.” Again, 


This grace is accompanied with à great deal of happi- - 
_ neſs and tranquillity. The proud and arrogant perion 
is a trouble to all that converſe with him, but moſt of 


all unto himſelf: Every thing is enough to vex him; 
but ſcarce any thing fufficient to content and pleaſe 


bim. He is ready to quarrel with every thing that falls 


out; as if he bimſelf were ſuch a conſiderable perton, 
that God Almighty ſhould do every thing to ratify 
him, and all the creatures of heaven and earth ſhould 
wait upon him, and obey his will. The leaves of high 


trees do ſhake with every blaſt of wind; and every 


breath, every evil word will ditquiet and torment an 


vrrogant man: But the humble perſon hath the advan- 
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tage, when he is deſpiſed, that none can think more! 
meanly of him than he doth of - himſelf; and there- 
fore he is not troubled at the matter, but can eaſily bear 
thoſe reproaches which wound the other to the ſoul. 
And withal, as he is leſs affected with injuries, ſo indeed 
he is leſs obnoxious unto them: Contention which cometh 
of pride, betrays a man into a thouſand inconveniences, 
which thoſe of a meek and lowly temper ſeldom meet 
with, True and genuine humility begetteth both 
a veneration and love among all wife and diſcerning 
perſons, while pride defeateth its own deſign, and 
depriveth a man of that honour it makes him pre- 
tend to. A eee % e 
But as the chief exerciſes of lumility are thoſe which 
relate unto — God, ſo theſe are accompanied 
with the greateſt ſatisfaction and ſweetneſs. . It is im- 
poſſible to expreſs the great pleaſure and delight which 
religious perions feel in the loweſt proſtration of their 
ſouls before God, when having a deep ſenſe of the di- 
vine majeſty and glory, they ſink (if I may ſo ſpeak) 
to the bottom of their beings, and vaniſh and diſap- 
pear in the preſence of God by a ſerious and affection- 
ate acknowledgment of their own nothingneſs, and the 
ſhortneſs and imperſect ions of their attainments; when 
they underſtand the full ſenſe and emphaſis of the 
Plalmiſt's exclamation, Lord, what it man? and can 
utter it with the ſame affect ion. Never did any haugh- 
ty and ambitious perſon receive the praiſes and applauſes 
of men with ſo much pleaſure, as the humble and reli- 
_ do renounce them: Not uno us, O Lord! not unto 
us, but unto thy name give glory, &c. oe RT 
Thus I have r of the excellencies and 


advantage of Religion in its ſeveral branches; but ſhould = 


be very 1Gurious to the ſubject, did I pretend to have 
given any perfect account of it. Let us acquaint our- 
lelves with it, my dear Friend, let us acquaint our- 
ſelves with it, and experience will teach us more than 
al that ever hath been ſpoken or written IG | 
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But, if ve may ſuppole the ſoul.to be eee 


unto ſome lon ging defires, after ſo great'a'bleſſedneh, 


1fuc both in Wan uch u as thole: 7 


ff; $i 


a PR AYER, 


1.00D GOD! + at a ian 25 — is this to 
which we are called? How graciouſly: haſt thou 


jornſd one duty and happineſs together, and Preſcribed 


that for our work, the performance whereof is a gre 


reward! And ſhall ſuch filly worms be advanced tofo 
great a beight? Wilt thou allow us to raife our eyes 


to thee? Wilt thou admit and accept our affe&tion? 
Shall we receive the impreſſion of thy divine excellen. 


cies, by bebolding and admiring them, and partake 


of thy infinite bleſſedneſs and glory, by loving thee, 
and rejoicing in them? O the happineſs of thoſe ſoul 


that have broken the fetters of ſelſ - love, and diſentan- 
gled their aſſection from every narrow and particular 


good! whole underſtandings are enlightened by thy 
oly Spirit, and their wills enlarged to the extent of 
thine! who love thee above all things, and all mankind 
for thy-ſake!' I am perſuaded, O GOD, I am perſuad- 
ed, that I can never be happy, till my carnal and cor- 


rupt affections be mortified, and the pride and vanity 


of my ſpirit be ſubdued, and till 4 come ſeriouſly to 
deſpiſe the world, and think nothing of myſelf. But 


O when mall it once be? O when ſhall it once be? O 
When wilt thou come unto me, and ſatisfy my foul with 


thy likeneſs, making me holy as thou art holy, even in 


all manner of converſation ? Haſt thou given me a 


proſpect of ſo great a felicity, and wilt thou. not bring 
me unto it? Haſt thou excited thoſe defires in wy 
ſoul, and wilt thou not alſo ſatisfy them? O teach me 


to do thy will,” for thou art my God}; thy Spirit is 


good, lead me unto the land of uprightneſs. Quicken 
me, 


it will be good to give them vent, and ſuffer them to 
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me, O Lord for thy fame's ſake, and perfect that 
which concet neth mei: Thy mercy, O Lord, en- 


dureth for ever, forſake not the works of thine own 


hands. Amen. „diele ole eee 
F ot omen 10. os 77 


The Jeſpondent thoughys of: ſome: newly! guvaken 4 10 a. 


right ſenſe of things. I have hitherto cotiſidered wherein 


nue Religiom doth conſiſt, and thow-defirablolalthing it 


is; but whewone {ces hdw3htinirely diſtant the tommôn 


temper add frame of men is from it, hem perhaps 


be ready to deipond, and yive over. and think it atterly 
1 obe attaind: He may fit dbu id ſadueſs, 
and bemoun himſelf, and ſay, in the anguiſhꝰ and bit- 
terneſs uf luis ſpirit, They: at%ο happy iimeed whoſe 


ſouls ate awaken d unto the divine Hife ate thus 


tenewed in the ſpirit of itheir! minds; but alas! am 


« quite of another conſtitution, and a trot able to 


+ oſe& ſo-mighty 4 cheüge n If outwand»obſerbances 
could have done the buũteity i migli hay hopall tb ne- 


quit myſeif by diligenee und re; But ſinds nothiag But 


a new. nature gun ſetoe the turn; What am I able to 


« do?>1:couldibeltow-albnsy goodvit oblations to God, 
or ala1s.20 he poor but tgannot command that loye 
„and charity, without Mich this egpence would 
profit [ine nothing. is gift of can aot be 


purchaſed with. moned ai Aman mould give all 

the lubſta not of his %, for love, it woulÞ utterly 
be coutemned ie could! pitheandianaterate my body, 
* and undergo: many dharulhips Hand-. troubles but 
cannot get all my corrupt ions. ſtarved, note m affec- 


* tions; holt weaned? from earthly . things: There 
* 15 {till tore! worldly: defirexturking-in-my 
* thole- vanities that I have ſhutiour of the doors, ate 
always getting in by the windows): ham atany times 
convinced ot my on meanyeſsp\ofrthe-wealnels of 


my body, and the far greater we ukneſs of my foul; © 
and — 


but this duch rather beget indignation 
© than true humility in my ſpirit: And 2 — 


come 


Adds viii. 20. Cant. viii. 7. 
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and turn as a door on the hi 


damp our ſpirits, and wedkenour. hands, and augment 


mighty aids we are to 
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- * come to think meanly of myſelf, yet 1 cannot endure 
that others ſhould think ſo too. In a word, when | 
reflect on my higheſt and moſt ſpecious attainment, 


1 have r to ſuſpect, that they are all but the 
*'effets of nature, the iſſues of ſelf-love acting under 


. * ſeveral diſguiſes; and this principle is ſo powerful, 
and ſo deeply rooted in me, that 1 can never hope 10 


be delivered from the dominion of it. I may.tok 
nges, dut can never 
clear off, or be quite unbinged of /eff, which is {ti 
the center of all my, motions; ſo that all the advan- 
tage I: can, draw from the diſcovery of Religion, is 
but te ſee, at a huge diſtance, that felicity:which 


eam not able to reach; like a man in a ſhip-wreck, 


ho diſcerns the land, and envies the happineſs of 
thoſe who are there, but thinks it impoſſible for bin- 
4 ſelf to get aſhore.” CAHILL PEP 3644 113% * 
The unrea of theſe fears. Theſe, I ſay, or 
ſuch like deſponding thoughts, may ariſe in the minds 
of thoſe perſons who begin to conceive ſome what mon 
of the nature and excellency of Religion than before: 
good, that it floweth with milk and honey: but they find 
iney have the children; of Anak to grapple with, man 
powerful luſts and corrupt ions to overcome, and they fear 


they ſhall never prevail agaioſt them. But why ſhould 


we give way to ſuch diſeouragi 
ſhould we entertain ſuch 


ſuggeſtions? Why 
Snable fears, which 


the difliculties of our way? Let us encourage ourſelves, 
my dear: Friend, let us encourage ourielves with thoſe 
expect in this ſpiritual warfare; 
for greater is he that is for us, than all that can riſe up 
agalaſt us; Tie eternal God is our refuge, and undi 


neatſ are ile cuerlaſting arms. Let us be Htrong in the 


Lord, and the: porver of his - might, for be it is that ſhall 
tread dotun aur: enemies. God bath a tender regard unto 


tbe fouls 7 and is inficitely willing to prowot 


I Deut. 2 


x 7 TOAOY +» No 
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their welfare: He bath condeſcended- to our weakneſs, 
and declared with an oath, that he hath no pleaſure. in 
our deſtruction. There is no ſuch thing as deſpite or 
envy lodged in the boſom of that ever - bleſſed Being. 
whoſe name and nature is Love. He created us at firſt; 
in a happy condition; and now when we are falleg from. 
it, * He hath laid help upon one that is mighty to ſaue, 
bath committed the care of our fouls to no meaner per · 
ſon than the Eternal-Son of his love. It is he that is 
the Captain of our Salvation, and what enemies can be 
too ſtrong for us, when we are fighting; under his ban- 
ners? Did not the Son of God come down from the 
boſom of his Father, and pitch his tabernacle amongſt. 
the ſons. of men, that he might recover and propagate- 
the divine life, and reſtore the image of God in their 
ſouls. All the mighty works which he performed, all 
the ſad afflictions which he ſuſtained, had this, for their. 
{cope and deſign; for this did he lahour and toil, for this 


did be bleed and die: He wat witli child, he was in pain, 


and hath he'Broug ht forth nothing but wind, hath he wrought 
no deliverance in the earth ? * Shall he not ſee of the travail of 
lis ſoul? Certainly it is impoſſible that this great contri- 
vance of heaven ſhould. prove abortive, that ſuch. a 
mighty. undertaking ſhould fail and miſcarry: It hath. 
already been effectual for the ſalvation of many thous 
ſands, who were once as far from the kingdom of hea- 
ven as we can ſuppole ourſelves to be, and our © High 
Prieft continueth for ever, and is able to ſave them to the. 
ultermoſt that come unto Cod by him: He is tender and, 
compallionate, he knoweth our infirmities, and had 
experience of our temptations: A bruiſed reed will he 
nt break, and ſmoaking flax will he not quench, till he ſend 
forth judgment unto victory. He hath jent out bis Hoy 
Spirit, whoſe: ſweet hut powerful breathings are. ſtill 
moving up and down in the world, to quicken and re- 
vive the ſouls of men, and awaken them unto the ſenſe 
and feeling of thoſe divine things for which they were 
made, and is ready to aflift ſuch weak and languiſhing 

* Wa: *. ©: —_— 

*Pſal. Ixxxix. 19. W Iſa. xxix, 18, 19. Ifa. Ii. 11, 

4 Heb. vii. 24, 25. Matt. xii. 20, 
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creatures as we are, in our eſſays towards holineſs and 
fehcity; and when once it bath taken hold of a ſoul, 
and Kindled in it the ſmalleft ſpark of divine love, it 
wilt de ſure to preſerve and cheriſh, and bring it forth 
_ into a flame, which mauy waters hall not quenth, neither 
Hall the floods be able to drown it. Whenever this day 
begins to dawn, and the day ſtar Io ariſe in the heart, 
it will eafily diſpel the powers of darkneſs, and make 
ignoranee and folly, and all the corrupt and ſelfiſh 
affect ions of men, flee away as faſt before it as the ſhades 
of night, When the ſun cometh' out of his chambers; 
For "the path 'of the juft is at the frining light, which 
Niue more and more unto the perfect day. They flall yo 
on from firength to firength,” till every one of them appear 
before God in Zion. Es} Ty FU 379) 008 O07 05 370 
Why ſhould we think it impoſſible that true good - 
nefs and univerſal love ſhould ever come to fway and 
prevail in our fouls? Is not this their primitive ſlate 
and tondition, their native and genuine conſtitution as 
they came firſt from the hands of their Maker? Sin = 
and corruption are Put ufurpers, and though they have 
long kept the poſſeſſion, ye! from the beguming it was 
no! Jo, That mordinate ſelf-love, which one would 
think were rooted in our very being, and interwoven 
with the conſtitution of our nature; is nevertheleſs of 
foreign extraction, and had no place at all in the fate 
of integrity. We have ſtill ſoe much reaſon left #s to 
condemn it; our underſtandings are eaſily convinced, 
that we onght to be wholly devoted to Him from whom 
we have bur being, and to love him infinitely more than 
ourſelves, Who is infinitely better than we; and our 
wills would readily comply with this, if they were not 
diſordeted and put out of tune: And is not be Who 
made our fouls, able to rectify and mend them again? 
Shall we not be able, by his alfiftance; to vanquiſn and 
expel thoſe violent intruders, and turn unto flight the 
| armies of the ens. rr * 03118 * 111 n * . 


Cant. viii. 7. 2 Pet. i. 19. Prov. iv. 1. 
Aal. Ixatir. 7. eb. xi. 36. 


3 * * 4 oy n 


a X ＋ + gx 1 0 = _ _ 

* X IX Ha FS 0, l = mM 
* r * 8 P 3 W * R 2 : - 
4 « N : * Hara 4 * W * 

a * 

0 — — 

ö * 

— Y 


* h | _ * * 
14 * - k Y Is. 8 * * 


= * q —— | 7G, 2 * n | 
> 2 e RS 2 Ja . DEE 


— 
<->, 


a "= 4 5 
—2 —— "" ——_— —— — — p ů — — 


> " 
— — — „„ 


A 
1 
4 
£4 
Jo 4 
4 
4 
5 o 
. 
. * 
5 
_ 
7 
ö 
r 
2 & 
7 ; 
Tr 8 
CL 
» | 
4 
x 
11 
% 
4 
LY” 
ol 
j 
1 2 
7 
i 
f. 
= 
* 
* 
5 
4 
o 
» 
{ 
Li 


ͤ— co OI — —— 


— — a 


— 
= — — — ———— —ʃ 2 ——a Err 


IN THE SOUL OF -MAN» 276 


No ſooner ſhall we take up arms in this holy wat, 
but we ſhall have all the ſaints on earth, .and all the an- 
gels in heaven, engaged on our party: The holy church 
throughout the world is daily interceding. with God 
for the ſucceſs of all fuch endeavours; _ doubtleſs, 
thoſe heavenly hoſts above are nearly concerned in the 
intereſts of religion, and infinitely. deſirous: to ſee the 
divine life thriving and prevailing in this inferior world; 
and that the will of God may be done by us on carth, as 
it is done by themſelves in heaven: And may we not then 
encourage ourſelves, as the prophet did his ſervant; when 
be ſhewed him the borſes and chariots of fire, Fear 
not, for they that be with us, are more that they that be 


again us. „ 
depend on the divine 


We muſt. do what we: can, and 
aſiftance, Away then with all. perplexing fears and de- 
ſponding thoughts: To undertake. vigorouſly; and: rely 
confidently on the divine aſſiſtanee is more than half the 
conqueſt: Let us ariſe and be doing, and the Lord will 
le with us. It is true, Religion in the ſouls of men is 
the immediate work of God, and all our natural en- 
deavours can neither produce it alone, nor merit thoſe 
ſupernatural aids by which it muſt be wrought: The 
Holy Ghoſt muſt come upon us, and the power of the 
Higheſt muſt overſhadow us, before that ne 
can be begotten, and Chriſt be formed in us. But yet 
we muſt uot expect that this whole work ſhould be done 
without any concurring endeavour of our own; We 
muſt not lie loitering in the ditch, and wait till Omai- 
potence pull us from thence, .. No, no, we mult beſtir 
ourſelves, and aRuate thoſe powers which we have al · 
ready received, We muſt put forth, ourſelves to our ut - 
moſt capacities, and then we may hope that our Jabgur 
fall not be in vain in the Lord. All the art and induſtry 
of man cannot form the imalleſt herb, or make a Ralk 
of corn to grow in the field; it is the energy of nature, 
and the influences of heaven, which produce this effect: 
ol] pdf 1G vols BB 140. i754 166) It 
Kings vi. 16, 17. > } Ohron. xxii. 16. 1 Cot. xv. 58. 
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It is God *-who'rauſes the graſs to grow; and herb for the 
ſeruice of man; and yet no body will ſay, that the la- 
bours of the buſbandman are uſeleſs or unneceſſaty. 
So, ' likewiſe the human ſoul is immediately created by 
God: It is he who both formeth and enliveneth' the 
child; and yet he hath appoinied the marriage-bed as 
the ordinary means for the propagation of mankind, 
Though there muſt intervene a ſtroke of Omnipotence 
to effect this mighty change in our ſouls, yet ought we 
to do what we can to fit and prepare ourſelves; * for we 
muſt break our fallow ground, and root out the weeds, 
and pull up the thorns, that ſo we may be more ready 
to receive the ſeeds of grace, and the dew of heaven, 
It is true, God hath been found of ſome who ſought 
him not; he hath caſt himſelf in their way, who were 
= out of bis; he hath laid hold upon them, and 
pt their courſe on a ſudden: For ſo was S/. Paul con- 
verted in his journey to Damaſcus. But certainly this is 
not God's ordinary method of dealing with men: Though 
he bath not tied himſelf to means, yet he hath tied us to 
the uſe of them; and we have never more reaſon to expect 
the divine aſſiſtance, than when we are doing our utmoſt 
endeavours. It ſhall therefore be my next work, to ſhew 
hat courſe we ought to take for attaining that blefled 
temper | have hitherto deſcribed. But here, if 10-delt- 
vering my on thoughts, I ſhall chance to differ from 
what js or may be ſaid by others in this matter, | would 
not be thought to contradict and oppoſe them, more than 
phyſicians do, when they preſcribe ſeveral remedies for 
the ſame diſeaſe, which perhaps are all uſeſul and good. 
Every one may propoſe the method be judges molt pro- 
per and convenient; but he doth not thereby pretend, 
that the cure can never be effected, unleis that be ex- 
actly obſerved. I doubt it hath occaſioned much un- 
neceſſary diſquietude to ſome holy perſons, that they 
have not found ſuch a regular and orderly tranſaction 
in their ſouls, as they have ſeen deſcribed: in books; 
that they have not paſſed through all thoſe ſteps and 
e ee eee, ee 
2 Pſal. civ. 14. b Jer. iv. 3. | 
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ſtages of converſion, which ſome (au perhaps have felt 
them in themſelves) have too peremptorily preſcribed unto 
others. God hath ſeveral ways of dealing with the 
ſouls of men, and it ſufficeth if the work be accom- 
pliſhed, whatever the methods have been. 

Again, Though in propoſing directions, I muſt fol- 
low that order which the nature of things ſhall lead to: 
jet I do not mean that the ſame method ſhould be fo 
pundtually obſerved in the practice, as if the latter rules 
were never to be hceded till ſome conſiderable time have 
been lpent in practiſing the former. The directions 1 
intend are mutually conducive one to another, and are 
all to be perform'd as occaſion ſhall ſerve, and we find 
ourlelves enabled to perform them. 

We muſt ſhun all manner of fin. But now that I 
may detain you no longer, it we. deſire to have our 
ſouls moulded to this holy frame,' to become partakers 
of the divine nature, and have Chriſt formed in our 
hearts, we muſt ſeriouſly reſolve, and carefully endea- 
your, to avoid and and abandon all vicious and ſinful 
practices. There can be no- treaty oſ peace, till once 
we lay down theſe weapons of rebellion wherewith we 
hght againſt heaven; nor can we expect to have our 
diltempers ' cured, if we be daily feeding on poiſon. 
Every wilful fin gives a mortal wound to the ſoul,” and 
puts it at a greater diſtance from God and goodneſs ; 
and we can never hope to have our hearts purified from 
corrupt affections, unleſs we cleanſe our hands ſrom- vi- 
cious actions. Now, in this caſe, we cannot excuſe 
ourſelves by the pretence of impoſſibility; for ſure our 
| outward man is 3 in our power: We have ſome 
command of our feet, and hands, and tongue, nay, 
and of our thoughts and fancies too, at leaſt ſo far as 
to divert them from impure and ſinful objects, and to 
turo our mind another way; and we ſhould find this 
power and authority much ſtrengthened and advanced, 
if we were careful to manage and exerciſe it. In the 
mean while, 1 acknowledge our corruptions are fo 
ſlrong, and our temptations ſo many, that it will re- 
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and are not ſenſible of any fault, unleſs it be groſs and 


Saviour, - (eſpecially that divine ſermon on the oy 
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waichfulneſs and care, to preſerve ourſelves, cven in 


this degree of innocence and purity. - 


We muſt know what things are finful. And, firk; te 
us inform ourſelves well what thoſe fins are from, which 
we ovght to abſtain, And here we muſt not take our 


meaſures ſrom the maxims of the world, or the praftices 


of thoſe whom in charity we account good men. Moſt 
people have very light apprehenſions of theſe things, 


flagitious, and ſcarce reckon any ſa great as that which 
they call preciſeneſs: And thFle who are more ſerious, 
do many times altow themſelves too great latitude and 
freedom. Alas! how much pride and vanity, and 
paſſion, ad humour, how much weakneſs and folly, 
and ſin, doth every day ſhow itſelf in their converſe ard 
behaviour? It may be they are humbled for it, and 
ſtriving againſt it, and are daily gaining ſome ground; 
but then the progreſs is fo ſmall, and their favlings (6 
many, that we have need to chuſe an exacter pattern, 
Every one of us muſt anſwer for himſelf, and the prac- 
tices of others will never warrant and ſecure us, It is 
the higheſt - folly to regulate our actions by any other 
ſtandard than that by which they muſt be judged, If 
ever we would cleanſe our tuay, it muſt be by taking heed 
thereto according io the word of God; and that word 
which is quick and powerful, and ſha! per than any ſuo- 
edged ſword, piercing even 10 the dividing aſunder of ſoul 
and ſpirit, and of the joints and mariow, and is a diſ 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart*, will cer. 
tainly diſcover many things to be ſinful and heinous, 
which paſs for very innocent in the eyes of the world: 
Let us therefore imitate the Pfalmiſt, who faith, Cor 
cerning the works of men, by the words of thy lips, I have 
kept myſelf from the paths of the defliroyer*. Let us at 

uaint ourſelves with the ſtrict and holy laus of our 

eligion: Let us conſider the diſcourſes of our blelſed 


+ Pal. exix. 9. » Heb. iv, 12. <« Plal. ü. 
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ind the writings of his holy apoſtles, where an inge- 
goods and unbiaſſed mind may clearly diſcera thoſe 


confined ; And then let us never look upon any ſia as 
light and inconſiderable; but be fully periuaded, that 
the ſmalleſt is infinitely heinous in the fight of God, and 
prejudicial to the ſouls of men; and that if we had the 
right ſenſe of things, we mould be as deeply affected 
with the leaſt irregularities, as now we are with. the 
higheſt erimes. 
We muſt reſiſt the templations to FRY PR conflering the 

evils they reit draw on us. But now, amongſt thoſe 
things which we diſcover to be ſinful, there will be 


we are ſo much wedded, that it will be like cutting off 
the right hand, or pulling out the right eye, to aban- 
don them. But muſt we therefore ſit down and wait 
nil all difficulties be over, and every temptation be gone? 
This were to imitate the fool in the fable, ho ſtood the 
whole day at the tiver-ſide, till all the water ſhould run 
We muſt not indulge our inclinations, as we do 
ittle children,” till they grow weary of the thing they 
are unwilling to let go. We muſt not continue our 
finful practices, in hopes that the divine grace will one 
day overpower our ſpirits, and bar hate them for 
their own deformity. © 
Let us ſuppoſe the worſt, that we are otterly deftitute 
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which we ſhould'*difcern and abhor perverſe things; 
ö jet ſure we are capable of ſome conſiderations which- 
may be of force to perſuade us to this reformation of 
„ lives. If the inward deformity and'heinous nature 
of fin cannot affect us, at leaft"we' may be Trighted by 


ſuit of Bnful pleaſures, will make us lothe to buy them 
it the rate of everlaſting miſery. Thus we may en- 
unter ſelf-love with 4 own weapons, and employ 

one 


— OR  Y - FT vw» 


imits and bounds by which <A actions ought to be 


ſome, unto which, through the diſpoſition of our na- 
tore, ot long cufiom, or the endearments of pleaſure, 


of any ſuperharural principle, and want that taſte .; Af 


thoſe dreadful confequences that attend it: That fame | 
ſelfiſh 8 which puſheth us forward unto the pur- 
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one natural inclination for repreſſing the exorbitances of 


another. Let us therefore accuſtom ourſelves to con- 
ſider ſeriouſly, what a fearful thing it muſt needs be 10 
irritate and offend that infinite Being on whom we ha 

and depend every moment, who needs but to withdraw 
his mercies to make us miſerable, or his affiſtance 10 
make us nothing. Let us frequently remember the 
ſhortneſs and uncertamty of our lives, and how that 
after we have taken a few turns more in the world, and 
converſed a little longer amongſt men, we mult all go 
down unto the dark and ſilent grave, and carry nothing 
along with us but. anguiſh and regret for all our finſu 
enjoyments: And then think what horror muſt needs 
ſeize the guilty foul, to find itſelf naked and all alone 
before the ſevere and impartial Judge of the world, to 
render an exact account, not only ot its more important 
and conſiderable tranſact ions, but of every word that 
the tongue hath uttered, and the ſwifteſt and moſt 
ſecret thought that ever paſſed, through the mind, 
Let us ſometimes repreſent unto ourſelves the terrors cd 
that dreadful day, when the foundation ot the earth 
(hall be ſhaken, and the heavens ſhall pals away with 
a great noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt with fervent 


heat, and the preſent frame of nature diffolved, and 


our eyes ſhall fee the bleſſed Jeſus (who came once 
into the world in all bumility to viſit us, to purchase 
pardon for us, and beſeech us to accept of it] nos 
appearing in the majeſty of his glory,” and deſcending 
trom heaven in a flaming fire, to take 1 arg 
thole that have deſpiſed his mercy, and perſiſted in Ic 
bellion againſt him: When all the hidden things ol 
dark neſs ſhall. be brought to light, and the counſels of 


the heart ſhall be made manifeit*: When thoſe ſecret 


impurities and ſubtle frauds whereof the world did ne 
ver ſuſpect us, ſhall be expoſed and laid open to public 
view, and many thoufand actions which we never 


dreamed to be ſinful, or elſe had altogether forgotten, 


ſhall be charged home upon our conſciences, with ſucb 
7 Fr evident 
2 Pet. iii. 10. d1 Cor. iv. 5. 
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evident convictions of guilt, that we ſhall neither be 
able to deny nor excuſe them. Then ſhall all the an- 
gels in heaven, and all the ſaints that ever lived on the 


earth approve that dreadful ſentence which fhall be paſ- 


ſed on wicked men: and thoſe who perhaps did love 
and efteem them when they lived in the world, ſhall 
look upon them with indignation and abhorrence, and 
never make one requeſt for their deliverance. Let us 
conſider the eternal puniſhment of damned ſouls, which 
are ſhadowed forth in ſcripture by metaphors taken 
from thoſe things that are moſt terrible and grievous 
in the world, and yet all do not ſuffice to convey into 
our minds any full apprehenſions of them. When we 
have joined together the importance of all theſe expreſ- 
fions, and added unto them whatever our fancy can 
conceive of miſery and torment, we muſt ſtill remember, 
that all this comes infinitely ſhort of the truth and 
reality of the thing. nc: 

'Tis true, this is a fad and melancholy ſubject; there 
is anguiſh and horror in the conſideration of it; but 
ſure, it muſt be infinitely more dreadful to endure it: 
And ſuch thoughts as theſe may be very uſeful to fright 
us from the courſes that would lead us thither; how 
fond ſoever we may be .of ſinful pleaſures, the fear of 
hell would make us abſtain : Our moſt forward inclina- 
tions will ftartle and give oack, when preſſed with that 
queſtion in the prophet, '* Mio among ſt us can dwell with 
everlaſting burning? 

To this very purpoſe it is that the terrors of another 
world are ſo frequently repreſented in holy writ, and that 
in ſuch terms as are moſt proper to affect and influence 
a carnal mind; Theſe fears can never ſuffice to make 
any perſon truly good; but certainly they may reſtrain 
us from much evil, and have often made way for more 
ingenuous and -kindly impreſſions. | | 

e muß. keep a conflant watch over ourſelves, But it 
will not ſuffice to conſider theſe things once and again, 
nor to form ſome reſolutions of abandoning our fins, 
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that we may obtain the divine mercy and pardon for out 
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unleſs we maintain a conſtant guard, and be continually 
watching againſt them. Sometimes the mind is awak. 
ened to ſee the diſmal conſequences of a vicious life, 
and ſtraight we are reſolved to reform; but, alas! it 
-preſently falleth aſleep, and we loſe that proſpect which 
we had of things, and then temptations take the ad- 
vantage: they ici and importune us continually, 
and ſo do frequently engage our conſent before we are 
aware. It is the folly and ruin of moſt people to live 
at adventure, and take part in every thing that comes 


in their way, ſeldom confidering what they are about 


to ſay or do. If we would have our reſolutions take 
effect, we muſt take heed unto our ways, and ſet a 
watch before the door of our lips, and examine the 
motions that ariſe in our hearts, and cauſe them to tell 
us whence they come, and whither they go; whether 
it be pride, or paſſion, or any corrupt and vicious hu- 
mour, that prompteth us to any deſign, and whether 
God will be offended, or any body harmed by it. 
And if we have no time for long reaſonings, let us, at 


beaſt, turn our eyes toward God, and place ourſelves in 
his preſenee, to aſk his leave and approbation for what 


we do; Let us conſider ourlelves under the all- ſeeing 
eye of that divine majeſty, as in the midſt of an infinite 
globe of light, which compaſſeth us about both be- 
hind and before, and pierceth to the innermoſt corners 
of our ſoul; . The ſenle.and remembrance of the divine 


preſence is the moſt ready and efſectual means, both to 


diſcover what is unlawful, and to reſtrain us from it. 
There are ſome things a perſon could make ſhiſt 10 
palliate or defend, and yet he dares not look Almighty 
God in the face and adventure upon them. 

If we look upon him, we ſhall be lightened; if we 
ſet him always before us, he will guide us by his eye, and 
mflruf us in the way wherein we ought to walk, 

We muſt often examine our actions. This, care and 
watchfulneſs over our actions muſt be ſeconded by 
frequent and ſerious reflections upon them, not only 


ſins, 
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ins, by an humble and ſorrowful acknowledgment of 
them; but alſo that we may Teinforce and ſtrengthen 
our reſolutions, and learn to decline or refilt the temp- 
rations by which we have been formerly foiled. It is 
an advice worthy of a Chriſtian, though it did firſt drop 
from a Heathen pen, That before we betake ourſelves to 
reſt, we renew and examine all the paſſages of the day, 
that we may have the comfort of -what we have done 
aright, and may redreſs what we find to have been amiſs, 
and make the (ſhipwrecks of one day be as marks to direct 
our courſe in another. This may be called the very art 
of virtuous living, and would contribute wonderfully to 
advance our reformation, and preſerve our innocence. 
But, withal, we muſt not forget to implore the divine 
aſſiſtance, eſpecially againſt thoſe fins that do moſt ea- 
ily beſet us: And though it be ſuppoſed that our 
hearts are not yet moulded into that ſpiritual frame 
which ſhould render our devotions acceptable; yet, 
methinks, ſuch conſiderations as have been propoſed 
to deter us from fin, may alſo ſtir us up to ſome natu- 
ral ſeriouſneſs, and make our prayers againſt it as earn» 
eſt, at leaſt, as they are wont to be againſt other cala- 
mities: And I doubt not but God, who heareth the 
cry of the ravens, will have ſome regard even to ſuch 
petitions as proceed from thoſe natural paſſions which 
bimſelf hath implanted in us. Beſide, that thoſe pray. 
ers againſt fin, will be powerful engagements on our- 
ſelves to excite us to watchfulneſs and care; and com- 
mon ingenuity will make us aſhamed to relapſe into 
thoſe faults which we have lately bewailed before God, 
and againſt which we have begged bis aſſiſtance. 
It is fit to refrain ourſelves in many lawful things. Thus 
are we to make the firſt eſſay for recovering the divine 
lite, by reſtraining the natural inclinations, that they 
break not out into ſinful practices. But now, I muſt 
add, that Chriſtian prudence will teach us to abſtain 
from gratifications that are not fimply unlawful, and 
that not only that we may ſecure our innocence, which 


Nnz _ - would 


284 SCOUGAL'S LIFE OP GOD 


would be in continual hazard, if we ſhould train our 
liberty to the utmoſt point; but alſo, that hereby we 
may weaken the force of nature, and teach our appe- 
tites to obey. We muſt do with ourſelves as prudent 
parents with their children, who croſs their wills in 
many little indifferent things, to make them manage- 
able and ſubmiſhve in more conſiderable inſtances, He 
who would mortify the pride and vanity of his ſpirit, 
ſhould ſtop his ears to the moſt deſerved praiſes, and 
ſometimes forbear his juſt vindication from the cenſures 
and aſperſions of others, eſpecially if they reflect only 
upon his. prudence and conduct, and not on his virtue 
and innocence. He who would check a revengeful 
humour, would do well to deny himſelf the ſatisfaction 
of repreſenting unto others the injuries which he bath 
ſuſtained; and if we would ſo take heed to our ways, 
that we fin not with our tongue, we muſt accuſtom 
ourſelves much to ſolitude and filence, and ſometimes, 
with the Pſalmiſt, gold our peace even, from good, till 
once we have gotten ſome command over that unruly 
member. Thus, I ſay, we may bind up our natural 
inclinations, and make our appetites more moderate in 
their cravings, by accuſtoming them to frequent refu- 
ſals; but it is not enough to have them under violence 
and reſtraint. | 
Me muſt firive to put ourſelves out of love with the 
world, Our next eflay mult be, to wean our affections 
from created things, and all the delights and entertain- 
ments of the lower life, which fink and deprels the 
ſouls of men, and retard their motions towards God 
and Heaven; and this we muſt do by poſſeſſing our 
minds with a deep perſuaſion of the yanity and em pti- 
neſs of worldly enjoyments. This is an ordinary theme, 
and every body can make declamatjons upon it; but, 
alas! how few underſtand and believe what they fay? 
Theſe notions float in our brains, and come ſliding off 
our tongues, but we bave no deep impreſſion of them 
on our ſpirits; we feel not the truth which we pretend 
to believe. We can tell, that all the glory and 2 
our, 
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Jour, all the pleaſures and enjoyments of the world are 
vanity and nothing; and yet theſe nothings take up all 
our thoughts, and engroſs all our aſſections; they ſtifle 
the better inclinations of our ſoul, and inveigle us into 
many a fin. It may be, in aſober mood, we give them 
the flight, and reſolve to be no longer deluded with 
them; but theſe thoughts ſeldom out-live the next 
temptation; the vanities which we have ſhut out at the 
doors get in at a poſtern: There are ſtill ſome preten- 
ſions, Sh hopes that flatter us; and after we have been 
fruſtrated a thouſand times, we muſt continually be 
repeating the experiment: The leaſt difference of cir- 
cumſtances is enough to delude us, and make us expect 
that ſatisfaction in one thing which we have miſſed in 
another; but could we once get clearly off, and come 
to a ſerious and real contempt of worldly things, this 
were a very conſiderable advancement in our way. 
The ſoul of man is of a vigorous and active nature, 
and bath in it a raging and unextinguiſhable thirſt, and 
immaterial kind of fire, always catching at ſome ob- 
ject or other, in conjunction wherewith it thinks to be 
bappy; and were it once rent from the world, and all 
the bewitching enjoyments under the ſun, it would 
quickly ſearch after ſome higher and more excellent ob- 
ject, to ſatisfy its ardent and importunate cravings; and 
being no longer dazzled with glittering vanities, would 
fix on that ſupreme and all- ſufficient Good, where it 
would diſcover ſuch beauty and ſweetneſs as would. 
charm and overpower all its affections. The love 
the world, and the love of God, are like the ſcales of 
2 balance; as the one falleth, the other doth riſe: 
When our natural inclinations proſper, and the crea- 
ture is exalted in our ſoul, religion is faint, and doth 
languiſh; but when earthly objects wither away, and 
lole their beauty, and the ſoul begins to cool and flag 
in its proſecution of them, then the ſeeds of grace take 
root, and the divine life begins to flouriſh and prevail. 
It doth, therefore, nearly concern us, to convince our- 
(elves of the emptineſs and vanity of creature-enjoy- 
ments, 
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ments, and reaſon our heart out of love with them: Letys 
ſeriouſly conſider all that our reafon, or our faith, ourow 
experience, or the obſervation of others, can ſuggeſt to 
this effect; let us ponder the matter over and over, and 
fix our thoughts on this truth, till we become really 
perſuaded of it. Amidſt all our purſuits and deſigns, 
Jet us ſtop and aſk ourſelves, For what end is all this? 
At what do Iaim? Can the groſs and muddy plea- 
fures of ſenſe, or a heap of white and yellow earth, or 
the eſteem and affect ion of filly creatures, like myſelf, 
ſatisfy a rational and immortal foul? Have I not tried 
theſe things already? Will they have a higher reliſh, 
and yield me more contentment to-morrow than yeſter- 
day, or the next year than they did the laſt? There 
may be ſome little difference betwixt that which I am 
now purſuing, and that which I enjoyed before; but 
ſure, my former enjoyments did ſhew as pleaſant, and 
omiſe as fair, before] attained them; like the ran: 
bow, they looked very glorious at a diſtance, but 
when | approached I found nothing but emptineſs and 
vapour, O what a poor thing would the life of man 
be, if it were capable of no higher enjoyments! 

I cannot inſiſt on this ſubje&t; and there is the les 
need when I remember to whom 1 am writing. Ye 
(my dear Friend) you have had as great experience of 
the emptineſs and vanity of human things, and have, 
at preſent, as few worldly engagements as any that | 
know. I have ſometimes reflected on thoſe paſſages of 
your life wherewith you have been pleaſed to acquaint 
me; and, methinks, through all, I can diſcern a deſign 
of the divine providence to wean your affections from 
every thing here below. The trials you have had o 
thoſe things which the world dotes upon, have taught 
you to deſpiſe them; and you have found, by exper. 
ence, that neither the endowments of. nature, nor the 
advantages of fortune, are ſufficient for happineſs; that 
every role hath its thorn, and there may be a worm at 
the root of the faireſt gourd ; ſome ſecret and undil- 


cerned grief, which may make a perſon deſerve the pity 
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of thoſe who, perhaps, do admire or envy their ſuppo- 
{ed felicity. If any earthly comforts have got too much 
of vour heart, | think they have been your relations 
and friends; and the deareſt of theſe are removed out 
of the world, ſo that you muſt raiſe your mind towards 
Heaven, when you would, think upon them. Thus, 
God hath provided that your heart may be looſed from 
the world, and that he may not have any rival in your 
affection, which I have always obſerved to be fo large 
and unbounded, ſo noble and diſintereſted, that no in- 
f:rior object can anſwer or deſerve it. A 
We muſt do thoſe outward actious that are commanded. 
When we have got our corruptions reſtrained, and our 
natural appetites and inclinations, towards worldly 
things, in ſome meaſure ſubdued, we mult proceed to 
ſuch exerciſes as have a more immediate tendency'to 
excite and awaken the divine life: And firſt; let us 
endeavour conſcientiouſly to perform thoſe duties which 
Religion doth require, and whereunto it would incline 
Us, if it did prevail in our fouls. If we cannot get 
our inward diſpoſition preſently changed, let us ſtudy, 
at leaſt, to regulate our outward deportment : If our 
hearts be not yet inflamed with divine love, let us, 
however, own our allegiance to that Infinite Majeſty, 
by attending his ſervice, and liſtening to his word, by 
ſpeaking reverently of his name, and praiſing his good- 
nels, and exhorting others to ſerve and obey him. If we 
want that charity, and thoſe bowels of compatiion which 
we ought to have towards our neighbours, -yet muſt 
we not omit any occaſion of doing them good: If our 
hearts be haughty and proud, we muſt, nevertheleſs, 
tudy a modeſt and humble deportment. Theſe exter- 
nal performances are of littie value in themſelves, yet 
they may help us forward to better things. The Apoſ- 
le indeed telleth us, that bodily exerciſe profiteth little : 
But he ſeems not to affirm that it is altogether uſeleſs; 
is always good to be doing what we can, for then 
is wont to pity our weakneſs, and aſſiſt our feeble 
endeavours ; and when true charity and /bumility, od 
other 
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other graces of the divine Spirit, come to take root in 
our ſouls, they will exert themſelves more freely, and 
with leſs difficulty, if we have before been accuſtomed 
to expreſs them in our out ward converlations.— Nor 
need we fear the imput ation of hypocriſy, though our 
actions do thus ſomewhat gutrun our affeRions, ſeei 
they do till proceed from a ſenſe of our duty; and ow 
deſign is not to appear better than we are, but that we 
may really become lo. | 

We muſt endeavour to ſorm internal atts of devdtion, 
charity, &c. But as inward acts have a more immedi- 
ate influence on the ſoul, to mould it to a right temper 
and frame, ſo ought we to be moſt frequent and ſedu- 
tous in the exerciſe of them. Let us be often lifting 
up our hearts toward God; and if we do not ſay that 
we love him above all things, let us, at leaſt, acknow- 
ledge, that it is our duty, and would be our happineſs, 
ſo todo: Let us lament the diſhonour done to him by 
fooliſh and ſinful men, and applaud the praiſes and 
adorat ions that are given him by that bleſſed and glor 
ous company above: Let us reſign and yield ourlelves 
up unto him a thouland times, to be governed by his 
laws, and dilpoſed of at his pleaſure: And though our 
ſtubborn hearts ſhquld ſtart back and refuſe, yet let us 


tell him, we are convinced that his will is always juſt 


and good; and, therefore, deſire him to do with us 
whatioever he pleaſeth, whether we will or not. And 
{o, for begetting in us an univerſal charity towards men, 
we muſt be frequently putting up wiſhes! for: their hap- 
pineſs, and bleſſing every perſon that we ſee z, and when 
we have done any thing for the relief of the miſerable, 
we may ſecond. it with earneft defires, that God would 
take care of them, and deliver them out of all thei 


diſtreſſes. . 
godlineſs, 


Thus ſhould we exerciſe ourſelves unto 
and when we are employing the powers that we have, 
the Spirit of God is wont to ſtrike in, and elevate theſe 
acts of our ſoul beyond the pitch of nature, and ge 
them a divine impreſſion, and, after the frequent 
| 7 reiteraton 


2 


Err 
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reiteration of theſe, we ſhall find ourſelves. more in- 
clined unto them, they flowing with G7 freedom 
1 eaſe. 

Confideration a great infirument of rel pion. I th 
mention but two other means for begettin that holy 
and divine temper of ſpirit which is the ſubje& of the 
preſent diſcourſe; And the firſt is a deep and ſerious 
conſideration of the truths of our Religion, and that 
both as to the certainty and importance of them. The 
aſſent which 1s ' ordinarily. given to, divine truth is ver 
faint and languid, very weak and ineffectual, flowig 
only from a blind inclination to follow. that religion 
which.is in faſhion,or a lazy indifferency and unconcern- 
edueſs whether things be ſo or not. Men are unwillitg 
to quarrel with the religion of their country, and fin 
all their neighbours are Chriſtians, they are content to 
be ſo too; but they are ſeldom at the pains to confider | 
the evidences of thoſe truths, ,or to ponder the itmport- 
ance and tendency of them; and thenc e it is that they 


have ſo little influence on their, affections and p pra ice. 


Thoſe ſpiritleſs and paralitic thoughts (as one doth V1 
term them). 2 3 to Mehr th e Will, an 5 
the hand: We muſt, therefore, Eg to 
our minds to a ſerious belief and full perſuaſion of divi e, 
truths, unto a ſenſe and feeling of ſpiritual thi b 
Our thoughts muſt dwell upon them, till we be 
convinced of them, and deeply affected with, them. 
Let us urge forward our ſpirits, and make them” aß - 
proach the inviſible world, and fix our - minds upon 
maten things, till we Clearly perceive, e that theſe ale 
no dreams 5 that all things are dreams and ſhadJows. 
beſides t When we look about us, and behold . 
the beans Mm magnificence of this goodly flame, th 
order and harmony of, the. 'whole Sting” let our 
thoughts from thence! take. their flight towards that” 
omnipotent wiſdom nd, oodneſs 1 ich did at firſt 
produce, and doth why Fi 12 and uphold the ſame. 
hen we. reflect upon qurlelyes, let us corffider that we 
ae not a mere piece of organized matter, a curious and 
bf .0vo. | well- 
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290 $6OUGAL's LIFE or GoD 
1 ived engine; that there is more in us than 
ad blood, and bohes, even a divine ſpark, ca- 
ble to know, and love, and enjoy our Maker: and 
ugh it be now excecditig clogged with its dull and 
piſh | ion, yet ere long it ſhall be delivered, 
2 Fn ſubſiſt without the body, as well as that can 
do without the cloaths which we throw off at our plea- 
wy Let vs often withdraw our thoughts from this 
, this ſcene of miſery, and folly, and fin, and 
rae them towards that more vaſt and glorious world, 
hoſe innocent and blefled inhabitants ſolace thertiſelyes 
tially in the divine preſence, and know no other 
on, but an unmixed j oy, and an unbounded love. 
ad then confider how the bleſſed Son of God came 
down Hh this lower world to live among us, and die for 
vs, th hat he m ight bring us to a portion. of the lame 
5 an tink how he hath overcome the ſharp- 
1 and opened the kingdom of heaven to 
Ki believers, and i is now ſet down on the right hand of 
the ' Majaty « on hioh*, and yet is not the leſs mindful of 
us, but receiveth our pra by and preſenteth then un- 
0 © bis Father, and is daily viſiting his church with the 
Hluences of his Spirit, as as the ſun reacheih us with his 


; To begit divine love, wwe muft confider the extellenty of 
the divine nature. The \erious and frequent conſidera. 
tion of theſe, and ſuch other divine truths, is the moſt 

T method t o beget that lively faith which is the 
te org of religion, the ſpring and root of the di. 
EY life. , Let nie Soner Tſuggett ſome particular ſub- 


105 


ef 


of meditation Rei producing the ſeveral branches 

' Kia fat, To inſlame 6vr fouls with the love of 

God, et us conſider the excelfency of his nature, and 
his love and kindheſs towards, us. wh is little we know 
of the divine perfections; and t that little may office 
to Rll out ſouls with admiration and tote, to raviſh 
our affeQtiohs a5 well as to why dür wonder: Fot we 
are not merely ereatures ol n ms” we mould be 
A untcapabt 


Heb. i 3, 
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uncapable of any other aſſection but that which entery 
eth by the eyes. The character of any excellent perſon 
whom we haye never ſeen, will many times engage our 
hearts, and make us bugely concerned in all his infor- 
elts: And what is it, I pray you, that eaga es us ſo 
much to thoſe with whom we converſe? 5 
think that it is merely the colour of their face, or thei 
comely proportions, for then we ſhould fall in loy 
with ſtatues, and pictures, and flowers: Theſe outwar 
accompliſhments may a little delight the eye, but wou 
never be able to prevail ſo much on the heart, if they, 
did not repreſent ſome vital perfection. We either ſec 
or apprehend ſome Le of mind, or vigour 
ſpirit, or ſweetneſs of diſpoſition; ſome ſprightlinels 
or wiſdom, pr goodneſs, which charm our ſpirit, an 
command our loye, Now theſe perfections are not ob- 
vious to the fight, the eyes can only diſcern the ſigns 
and effects of them; and if it be the underſtandin 
that directs the affection, and vital perfections prevai 
with it, certainly. the excellencies of the divine nature 
(the traces whereof we . cannot but diſcover in every 
thing we behold) would not fail to engage our hearts, 
it we did ſeriouſly view and regard them. Shall we 


* 


* 


not be infinitely more tranſported with that almighty 
widom and goodneſs which fills the univerſe, and di 

plays itſelf in all the parts of the creation, which eſta- 
bliſheth the frame of nature, and turneth the might 

wheels of Providence, and keepeth the world from dil- 
order and ruin, than with the faint rays of the very 
lame perfections which we meet with in our fellow- 
creatures? Shall we dote on the ſcattered pieces of a 
rude and imperfe&t picture, and never be affected with 
the original beauty? This were an unaccountable ſtu- 
pidity and blindneſs; Whatever we find lovely in a 
friend, or in à ſaint, ought not to engroſs, but to 
elevate our affection; we ſhould conclude with our- 
ſelves, that if there be ſo much ſweetneſs in a drop, 
there muſt be infinitely 3 in a fountain; if * 
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292 $COUGAL'S LIFE or GOD 
be ſo much ſplendour in a ray, what muſt the ſun he 


in its glory? 


Nor can we pretend the remoteneſs of the object, as 
if God were at too great a diſtance ſor our converſe or 
our love: He is not far from every one of us, for in him 
we live, move, and have our being*: We cannot open 
our eyes, but we muſt behold ſome footſteps of his 

ory and we cannot turn toward him, but we ſhall 
be ſure to find his intent upon us, waiting as it were to 
catch a look, ready to entertain the moſt intimate fellow - 
ſhip and communion with us. Let us therefore endea- 
vour to raiſe our minds to the cleareſt conceptions of the 


divine nature: Let us conſider all that his works do 


declare, or his word doth diſcover of him unto us; and 
let us eſpecially contemplate that viſible repreſentation 
of him, which. was made in our own nature by his Son, 
who was he bripghtneſ3 of his glory, and the expreſs image 
of his perſon”, and who appeared in the world to dil- 
cover at once what God is, and what we ought to be, 
Let us repreſent him unto our minds as we find him 
deſcribed in the goſpel; and there we ſhall behold the 
perfections of the divine nature, though covered with 
the vail of human infirmjties; and when we have 
framed unto ourſelves the cleareſt notion that we can of 
a Being infinite in power, in wiſdom, and goodneſs, 
the author and fountain of all perfections, let us fix 
the eyes of our ſouls vpon it, that our eyes may 
affect our heart, and while we are muſing the fire will 
. BROS ene e, 

We fhould meditate on his goodneſs and love. Eſpeci- 
ally, if hereunto we add the conſideration of God's 
favour and good-will towards us; nothing is more pow- 
erful to engage our affect jon, than to find that we are 
beloved. Expreſſions of kindneſs are always pleaſing 
and Se unto us, though the perſon ſhould be 
otherwiſe mean and contemptible: But, to have the 


love of one who is altogether lovely, to know that the 


*AQs e. 27, Heb. 1. 3. 
© Lam. iii. 51. 4 Pſalm xxxix. 3. 
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glorious Majeſty of heaven hath any regard unto us, 
how muſt it aſtoniſh and delight us. how muſt it over- 
come our ſpirits; and melt our hearts, and put our 
whole ſoul into a flame! Now, as the word of God is 
ſull of the expreſſions of his love towards men; fo all 
his works do loudly proclaim it: He gave us our being, 
and, by preſerving us in it, doth renew the donation 
every moment. He hath placed us in a rich and well- 
furniſhed world, and liberally provided for all our ne- 
ceſſities; he raineth down. bleſſings from heaven upon 
vs, and cauſeth the earth to bring forth our proviſion; 
he giveth us our food and raiment, and while we are 
ſpending the productions of one year, he is preparing 
8 vs againſt another. He ſweeteneth our lives with 
innumerable comforts, and gratifieth every faculty with 
ſuitable objects: The eye of his providence is always 
upon us, and he watcheth for our ſafety when we are 
faſt aſleep, neither minding him nor ourſelves. ' But, 
leſt we ſhould think theſe teſtimonies of his kindneſs 
leſs conſiderable, becauſe they are the eaſy iſſues of his 
omnipotent power, and do-not put him to any trouble 
or pain, he hath taken a more wonderful method to 
endear himſelf to us; he hath teſtified his affection to 
uz, by ſuffering as well as by doing; and becauſe he 
could not ſuffer in his own nature, he aſſumed ours. 
The eternal Son of God did clothe himſelf with the. 
infirmities of our fleſh, and left the company of thoſe 
innocent and bleſſed ſpirits, who knew well how to 
love and adore him, that he might dwell among men, 
and wreſtie with the obſtinacy of that rebellious race, 
to reduce them to their allegiance and felicity, and then 
to offer himſelf up as a facrifice and propitiation for 
them. I remember one of the poets hath an ingenious 
fancy to expreſs the paſſion wherewith he found himſelf 
overcome after a long reſiſtance, That the God of love 
had ſhot all his golden arrows at him, but could never 
pierce his heart, till at length he put himſelf into the 
bow,and darted himſelfſtraight into his breaſt. Methinks 
this-doth ſome way adumbrate God's method of dealing 
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with men: He had long contended with a ſtubborn 
world, and thrown down many a bleſſing upon ibem; 
and when all his other gifts could not prevail, he a 
laſt made a gift of himlelf, to teſtify his affection and 
engage theirs. The account which we have of our 
Saviour's life in the goſpel, doth all along preſent us 
with the ſtory of his love; all the pains that he took, 
and the troubles that he endured, were the wonderful 


effects, and uncontroulable evidences of it, But 0 that 


laſt, that diſmal ſcene! Is it poſſible to remember i, 
and queſtion bis kindneſs, or deny him ours? Here, 
here it is (my dear Friend) that we ſhould fix our molt 
ſerious and ſolemn thoughts, That Cliriſt may duell in 
aur hearts by faith; that wwe being rooted and grounded in 
love, may be able to comprehend with all ſaints, what i 
the breadth, and length, and depih, and height: Aud u 
know the love of Chrift which paſſeth knowledze, that us 
may be filled with all the fulneſs of God", | 
We ought alſo frequently to reflect on thoſe pani. 


| Cular tokens of favopr and love, which God bath be 


ſtowed on ourſelves; how long he bath born with our 


follies and fins, and waited to be gracious unto us, 


wreſtling, as it were, with the ſtubhoryneſs of our 
every method to reclaim us. We 
ſhould keep a regiſter in our minds of all the eminent 
bleſſings and deliverances we have met with, ſome 
whereof have been ſo-conyeyed, that we might clearly 
perceive they were not the iſſues of chance, but the 
gracious effects of the divine fayour, and the fignal 
returns of our prayers. Nor ought we to imbitter the 
thoughts of theſe things with any harſh or unworthy 
ſuſpicion, as if they were deſigned on purpoſe: to en- 
hance our guilt, and heighten” our eternal damnation. 
No, no, my Friend, God is love, and he hath no 
pleaſure in the ruin of his creatures. If they abuſe hi 
goodneſs, and turn his grace into wantonneſs, and 
thereby plunge themſelves into the greater depth of guilt 
and mifery, this is the effect of their obſtinate __ 


2 Eph. iii. 17, 18, 19., 
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neſs, and not the deſign of thoſe benefits which he 
beſtows. | 

if theſe conſiderations had once begotten in our 
hearts a real love and affect ion towards Almighty 
God, that would eafily lead us unto the other branches 
of religion; and therefore I ſhall need ſay the lefs of 
them. | 

To beget charity, te muff remember that all men are 
early related unto God. We ſhall fintl our heartse nlarged 
in charity toward men, by conſidering the relation 
wherein they ſtand unte God, and the impreſſes of his 
image which are ſtamped upon them. They are not only 
his creatures, the workmanſhip of his hands, but ſuch of 
whom he taketh ſpecial care, and for whom he hath 
a very dear and tender regard, having laid the defigns 
of their happineſs before the foundation of the world, 
and being willing to live and converſe with them to all 
the ages of eternity. The meaneſt and moſt contemp- 
tible perſon whom we behold, is the offspring of hea- 
ven, one of the children of the Moſt High ; and how- 
wer unworthy he might behave himſelf of that relation, 
ſo long as God hath not abdicated and diſowned him 

2 final ſentence, he will have us to acknowledge him 
4 one of his, and, as Tuch, to embrace him with a 
fincere and cordial affection. You know what a great 


| concernment we are wont to have for thoſe that do any 


ways belong to the perſon whom we love: how gladly 
we lay hold 6n every opportunity to gratify the child or 
ſeivant of a friend; and ſure, out love towards God 
would as naturally ſpring forth in charity towards men, 
dd we mind the intereſt that he is pleafed to take in 
them, and conſider that every ſoul is dearer unto him 
than all the material world; and that he did not ac- 


Count the blood of his Son too great a price for their 


edetiption, | | 
That they carry his image upon them. Again, As all 
men ſtand in A 'near—telation to God, ſo they bave ſtill 
0 much of his image ſtamped on them as may oblige 
and excite us to love them. 1n ſome this image 18 
more 
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more eminent and conſpicuous, and we can diſcern the 
lovely traces of wiſdom and goodneſs; and though ig 
others it may be miſerably. ſullied and defaced, yet it i 
not altogether razed, ſome lineaments at leaſt do ſtil 
remain. All men are endowed with rational and im. 
mortal ſouls, with underſtandings and wills capable of 
the higheſt and moſt excellent things; and if they he 
at preſent diſordered, and put out of tune by wicked. 
"neſs and folly, this may indeed move our compaſſion, 
but ought not, in reaſon, to extinguiſh our love. 
When we ce a perſon of a rugged humour, and per- 
verſe diſpoſition, full of malice and diſſimulation, very 
_ fooliſh and very proud, it is hard to fall in love with an 
object that preſents itſelf unto us under an idea ſo little 
grateful and lovely: But when we ſhall conſider theſe 
evil qualities as, the diſeaſes and diſtempers of a ſoul, 
which, in itſelf, is capable of all that wiſdom. and 
goodneſs wherewith the beſt of ſaints have ever been 
adorned, and which may, one day, come to be raiſed 
to ſuch heights of perfection as ſhall render it a fit com- 
panion for the holy angels, this -will turn our averſion 
into pity, and make us behold him with ſuch reſent- 
ments as we ſhould have when we look upon a beautiful 
body that were mangled with wounds, or disfigured by 
ſome loathſome diſeaſe; a d however we hate the vice, 
we ſhall not ceaſe to love the man. 

To beget purity, we ſhould confider tie dignity of uu 
nature, In the next place, for purifying our ſouls, and 
diſentangling our affections from the pleaſures and enjoj- 
ments of this lower life, let us frequently ponder. the 
excellency and dignity of our nature, and what 4 
ſhameful and unworthy thing it is for ſo noble and 
divine a creature as the ſoul of man, to be ſunk and 
| immerſed in brutiſh and ſenſual Juſt, or 1 0 gi 

airy and fantaſtical delights, and ſo to loſe the reliſh of 
ſolid and ſpiritual pleaſures; that the beaſt ſhould be 
fed and pampered, and the man and the Chriſtian be 
ſtarved in us. Did we but mind who we are, and for 
what we were made, this would teach us, in 2 1 


1 | ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, to reverence and ſtand in awe of ourſelves; it 
would beget a modeſty and ſhamefacedneſs, and make 
us very ſhy and reſerved in the uſe of the moſt innocent 
and allowable pleaſures. 

We ſhould meditate oft on the joys of heaven, It will 
be very effect ual to the lame purpoſe, that we frequently 
raiſe our minds toward heaven, and repreſent to our 
thoughts the joys that are at God's right hand, thoſe 

lealures that endure for evermore; for every man that 
hath this hope in him, purifieth himſelf even as he is pure*, If 
our heavenly country be much in our thoughts, it will 
make us as tran; ers and pilgrims, to abſtain from fleſhly lufts, 


which war againſt the ſoul, and keep ourſelves unſpotted from 


thi; world, that we may be fit for the enjoyments and feli- 
cities of the other. But then we muſt ſee that our no- 
tions of heaven be not groſs and carnal, that we dream not 
of a Mahometanparadile, nor reſt on thoſe metaphors and 
ſimilitudes by which theſe joys are ſometimes repre- 
ſented : For this might perhaps have a quite contrary 
eſſect: It might entangle us further in carnal affect ions, 
and we ſhould be ready to indulge ourſelves in a very 
liberal foretaſte of thoſe pleaſures wherein we had placed 
our everiaſting felicity, But when we come once to 
conceive aright of thoſe pure and ſpiritual pleaſures; 
when the happineſs we propoſe to ourlelyes is from the 
fight, and love, and enjoyment of God, and our minds 
are filled with the hopes and fore-thoughts of that bleſ- 
led eſtate; O how mean and contemptible wall all 
things here below appear in our eyes! With what diſ- 
dain ſhall we reje& the groſs and muddy pleaſures that 
would deprive us of thole celeſtial enjoyments, or any 
way unfit and indiſipoſe us for them! P47 
Humility ariſes y 5 the confideration of our failings, 
The laſt branch of Religion is humility, and lure we can 
never want matter of conſideration for begetting it. 
All our wiekedneſſes and imperfections, all our follies 
and our fins, may help to pull down that fond and 
overweening conceit which we are apt to entertain of 
13 5 ourſel ves. 
I Joha iii. 3. 
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' ourſelves. That which makes any body eſteem us, is 
their knowledge or 
and their ignorance 


ehenſion of ſome little good, 
; a great deal of evil that may be 
in us; were they thoroughly acquainted with us, they 


would quickly change their opinion. The thoughts 


that paſs in our heart, in the beft and moſt ſerious day 
of our life, being expoſed into public view, would 


render us either hateful or ridicylous; And now, hoy- 
ever we conceal our failings from one another, yet ſure 


we are confcious of them ourſelves, and ſome ſerious 
refletions upon them would much qualify and allay 
the vanity of our ſpirits, Thus holy men have come 
really to think worſe of themſelves, than of any other 
perſon in the world: Not but that they knew that groſs 
and feandalous vices are, in their nature, more heinous 
than the ſurpriſals of temptations and infirmity; but 
decauſe they were much more intent on their own miſ- 
carriages than on thoſe of their neighbours, and did 
confider all the aggravations of the one, and every 
thing that might be ſuppoſed to diminiſh and alleviate 
the other. 8. „ 

hts of God give us the lowefl thoughts of ourſelves. 


But it is well obſerved by a pious writer, that the deep- 


a 
. 


f 


eſt and moſt pure humility doth not ſo much ariſe 
from the conſideration of our own faults and defeds, 
as from a calm and quiet contemplation of the divine 

rity and s. Our fpots never appear ſo clearly, 
as when we place them before this infinite light; and 
we never ſeem leſs in our own eyes, than when we 
look down upon ourſelves from on high. O how little, 
how nothing do all thoſe ſhadows of perfection then 
appear, for which we are wont to value ourſelves! 

nf 


hat humility, which-cometh from a view of our own 
ulneſs and miſery, is more turbulent and boiſterous; 


but the other layeth us full as low, and wanteth no- 
thing of that anguiſh and vexation wherewith our ſouls 
are apt to boil when they are the neareſt object of out 
thoughts. e 
Te: UE. - C 4  Prajer 
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Prayer another inſtrument of Religion. There remains 
et another means for begetting a holy and religious 
diſpoſition in the ſoul; and that is, fervent and hearty 
prayer. Holineſs is the gift of God, —indeed the great- 
eſt gift he doth beſtow, or we are capable to receive; 
and he hath 2 his Holy Spirit to thoſe that aſk 
it of him. In prayer we make the. neareſt approaches 
to God, and he open to the influences of heaven: 
Then it is that the Son of righteouſneſs doth viſit us 
with his directeſt rays, and diſſipateth our darkneſs, 
and imprinteth his image on our ſouls. I cannot now 
inſiſt on the advantages of this exerciſe, or the diſpo- 
ſition wherewith it ought to be performed: and there 
is no need I ſhould, there being ſo many books that 
treat on this ſubject. I ſhall only tell you, that as 
there is one ſort of prayer wherein we make uſe of the 
voice, which -is neceſſary in public, and may ſome- 
times have its own advantages in private; and another, 
wherein, though we utter no ſound, yet we conceive 
the expreſſions, and form the words, as it were, in our 
minds; ſo there is a third and more ſublime kind of 
prayer, wherein the ſoul takes a higher flight, and hav- 
ng collected all its forces by long and ſerious medita- 
tion, it darteth itſelf (if I may ſo ſpeak) towards God 
in ſighs and groans, and thoughts too big for expreſ- 
fon, As when, after a deep contemplation of the 
divine perfections appearing in all his works of wonder, 
it addrefleth itſelf unto him in the profoundeſt adora- 
tion of his majeſty and glory; For, when .after ſad 
teflections on its vileneſs and , miſcarriages, it proſtrates 
itſelf before him with the greateſt confuſion and ſorrow, 
not daring to lift up its eyes, or utter one word in his 
preſence; or when having well confidered the beauty of 
holineſs, and the unſpeakable felicity of thoſe that are 
tifily good, it panteth after God, and ſendeth up ſuch 
2 and ardent Foc pow as no 2 . ee 
expreſs, continui repeating eac tl as 
long as it finds ſelf upheld by the force and impulſe of 
the previous meditation. 2% on 
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Mental prayer is of all others the moſt effect ual to 
purify the ſoul, and diſpoſe it unto a = and religious 
temper, and may be termed the gout ecret of devo- 
tion, and one of the moſt powerful inſtruments of the 
divine life: And it may be the Apoſtle hath a peculiar 
reſpe& unto it, when he ſaith, that the Spirit helpeth 
our infirmi:ies, making interceſſion for us with groanings that 
cannot be uttered, or, the original may bear, that cannot 
be worded. Yet I do not ſo recommend this ſort of 
prayer, as to ſuperſede the uſe of the other; for we 
have ſo many ſeveral things to pray for, and every peti- 
tion of this nature requireth ſo much time, and ſo great 
an intention of ſpirit, that it were not eaſy therein to 


' overtake them all. To ſay nothing, that the deep fighs 


and heavings of the heart, which are wont to accom- 
pany it, are ſomething oppreſſive to nature, and make 
it hard to continue long in them. But certainly a few 
of theſe inward aſpirations, will do more than a great 
many fluent and melting expreſſions. 

Religion is to be advanced by the ſame means by which 
it is begun, Thus (my dear Friend) I have briefly pro- 
poſed the method which I judge proper for moulding 
the ſoul into a holy frame; and the ſame means which 
ſerve to beget this divine temper, muſt ſtill be practiſed 
for firengthning and advancing it; and therefore I ſhall 
recommend but one more for that purpoſe, and 'tis the 
frequent and conſcientious uſe of that holy ſacrament, 
which is peculiarly appointed to nouriſh and increale 
the ſpiritual life, when once it is begotten in the ſoul, 
All the inſtruments of Religion do meet together in 
this ordinance; and while we addreſs ourſelves unto it, 
we are put to pract iſe all the rules which were menti- 


oned before. Then it is that we make the ſevereſt ſur- 


vey of our actions, and Jay the ſtricteſt obligations gn 
ourſelves; then are our minds raiſed to the higheſt con- 
tempt of the world, and every grace doth exerciſe itſelf 
with the greateſt activity and vigour; all the ſubyedts 
of contemplation do there preſent themſelves unto us 
with the greateſt advantage; and then, if ever, ow 
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the ſoul make its moſt powerful ſallies toward heaven, 
and aſſault it with a holy and acceptable force. And 
certainly the negle& or careleſs, performance of this 
duty, is one of the chief cauſes that bedwarfs our reli- 
gion, and makes us continue of ſo low a ſize. 

But it is time I ſhould put a cloſe to this letter, 
which is grown to a far greater bulk than at firſt I 
intended: If theſe poor papers can do you the ſmalleſt 
ſervice, I ſhall think myſelf very happy in this under- 
taking; at leaſt I am hopeful you will kindly accept 
the lincere endeavours of a perſon who would fain 


acquit himſelf of ſome part of that which he owes 
you. 


A PRAYER. 


ND now, O moſt gracious GOD, Father and 
Fountain of mercy and goodneſs, who haft 
blelled us with the knowledge of our happinels, and 
the way that leadeth unto it! excite in your ſouls ſuch 
ardent deſires after the one, as may yu us forth to the 
diligent proſecution of the other. Let us neither pre- 
ſume on our own ſtrength, nor diſtruſt thy divine aſſiſl- 
ance; but while we are doing our utmoſt endeavours, 
teach us ſtill to depend on thee for ſucceſs. Open our 
eyes, O GOD, and teach us out of thy law. Bleſs us 
with an exact and tender ſenſe of our duty, and a 
knowledge to diſcern perverſe things. O that our ways 
were directed to keep thy ſtatutes, then ſhall we not be 
aſhamed when we have reſpe& unto all thy command- 

ments, Pofleſs our hearts with a generous and hol 
diſdain of all thoſe poor enjoyments which this world 
holdeth out to allure us, that they may never be able 
to inveigle our affections, or betray us to any fin: 
Turn away our eyes from beholding vanity, and 
quicken thou us in thy law. Fill our fouls with ſuch 
2 deep ſenſe, and full perſuaſion of thoſe great truths 
which thou haft reveal'd in the goſpel, as may influ» 
| ence - 
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ence and regulate our whole converſation; and that the 
life which we henceforth live in the fleſh, we may live 
thr faith in the Son of God. O that the infinite 
perſettions of thy bleſſed nature, and the aſtoniſhing 
expreſſions of thy goodneſs and love, may conquer and 
wer our hearts, that they may be conſtantly 

rifing toward thee in flames of devouteſt affection, and 
enlarging themſelves in ſincere and cordial love towards 
all the world for thy ſake; and that we may cleanſe 
ourſelyes from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting 
holineſs in thy fear, without which we can never hope 
to behold and enjoy thee. Finally, O GOD! grant 
that the conſideration of what thou art, and what we 
ourſelves are, may both humble and lay us low before 
thee, and alſo ſtir up in us the ſtrongeſt and moſt ar- 
dent aſpirations toward thee, We deſire to reſign and 
ive up ourſelves to the conduct of thy Holy Spirit; 
ead us in thy truth, and teach us, for thou art the 
GOD' of our ſalvation; guide us with thy counſel, 
and afterwards receive us unto glory, for the merits and 


. interceſſion of thy bleſſed Son our Saviour. Amen, 


FLAVELL'S 
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Mes of * 1 Iv. 235 


HE heart of man is bis abſt part Hate: it t be 

regenerate, and the beſt N 21 it is the ſeat 
of principles, and the fountain of actions. The eye of 
God is, and the eye of a Chriſtian ought to be, prin- 
cipally fixed upon it. 

The greateſt difficulty of converſion is to win the 
heart to God; and the greateſt 1 after con- 
verſion, js to keep the heart with God ere lies the. 
very pinch and ſtreſs of religion; here's that that 
makes the way to life a narrow way, and the te of 
heaven a ſtrait gate. Direction and help in this great 
work, it is the fcope and fum of this text; wherein | 
we have; uf 


I, An e Keep thy heart with all dil 
Pee. 
2. The reaſon or motive inforcing i ifs. * for out of it 
are the iſſues of life.. 
la the exhortation I ſhall copkder f 
1. The matter of the du: 
2, The manner of perfotinltg See Er rs Ge 
1. The matter of 8 7 * Keep thy beat. Heart 
is not here taken proper far that noble att of the 
body which the Philoſophers call the primum vivens, 
& ullimum moriens; the firft tbat lives and the laſt that 
dies: but by heart, in 4 metaphor, the ſcripture ſome- 
times underſtands ſome particular noble faculty of the 
In Rom, i. 21. It is put for the underſtanding 


part; 


Keep thy heart. willi all Agen, for oul it it are the #4 
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part; Their fooliſh heart,“ i. e. their fooliſh under. 
ſtanding was darkened.” And, Pſalm cxix. 11. it 


matter of the duty. 
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is put for the memory; Thy word I have hid in my 
heart.” And, 1 John iti. 20. It is put for the con- 
ſcience, which hath in it both the light of the under- 
ſtanding, and the recognitions of the memory; * If our 
heart condemn us, 1. e. If our conſcience, whoſe 
proper office it is to condemn. But here we are to 
take it more generally for the whole ſoul, or inner 
man: For, look, what the heart is to the body that 
the ſoul is to the man; and what health is to the heart, 
that holineſs is to the ſoul. The ſtate of the whole 
body depends upon the ſoundneſs and vigour of the 
heart, and the everlaſting ſtate of the whole man upon 
the good or ill condition of the ſoul. 

And by keeping the heart, underſtand the diligey 
and conſtant uſe and improvement of all holy means 
and duties, to preſerve the ſoul from ſin, and maintain 
its ſweet and free communion with God. Lavator will 
have the word taken from a beſieged garriſon, begin 
by many enemies without, and in danger of being be- 


trayed by treacherous citizens within; in which danger, 


the ſoldiers, upon pain of death, are commanded to 
watch. And whereas the expreſſion, keep thy heart, 


| ſeems to put it upon us as our work, yet it doth not 


imply a ſufficiency or ability in us to do it; we are as 
able to ſtop the ſun in its courſe, or make the rivers 


run backward, as by our own ſkill and power to rule 


and order. our hearts; we may as well be our own 


 ſaviours, as our own keepers: And yet Solomon ſpeaks 


properly enough, when he ſaith, keep ihy heart; becauſe 
the duty is ours, though the power be Gad's. A na- 
tural man hath no power, a gracious man bath ſome, 
though not ſufficient; and that power he bath depends 
upon the exciting and aſſiſting ſtrength of Chriſt : grace 
within us is beholden to grace without us, John xv. 5. 
Without me ye can do nothing,” So much of the 
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2. The manner of performing it is With all dili 
gence.” The Hebrew is emphatical, keep with all keeps 


ing; q. d. Keep, keep; ſet double guards, your heart 


would be gone elſe. And this vehemency of expreſ- 
fion, with which the duty is urged, plainly implies how 
difficult it is to keep our hearts, and how dangerous to 
let them go. 7 ; | 7 26680 
1. The reaſon or motive, quickning to this duty, is 
very forcible and weighty : For out of it are the iſſues 
of life,” that 1s, it is the ſource and fountain of all vital 
actions and. operations; it is the ſpring and original both 
of good arid evil, as the ſpring in a watch that ſets 
al! the wheels in motion. The heart is the treaſury; 
the hand and tongue but the ſhops ; what is in theſe 
came from thence; the hand and tongue always begin 
where the heart ends: The heart contrives, and the 
members execute, Luke vi. 45. A good man out 
* of the good treaſury of his heart, bringeth forth good 
things, and an evil man out of the evil treaſury of 
* his heart, bringeth forth evil things: for out of the 
* abundance of his heart his mouth ſpeaketh.“ 80 
then, if the heart err in its work, theſe muſt miſcarry 
in theirs; for heart errors are like the error of the fir 
concoction, which cannot be rectiſied afterwards: of 
like the miſ-placing and inverting of the ſtamps and 
letters in the preſs, which muſt needs cauſe ſo many 
erratas in all the copies that are printed off. O then, 
how important a duty is that which is contained in the 
following propoſition ? | . 
Doct. That the keeping and right managing of - the 
9 in every condition is the great buſineſs of a_Chriſtian's 
It is hard to keep them within bounds: God hath 


ſet bounds and limits to them, yet how frequently do 
they tranſgreſs, not only the bounds of grace and reli- 


gion, but even of reaſon and common honeſty, It is 
nat the cleanſing of the hand that makes a chriſtian, 


for many a hypocrite can ſhew as fair a band as he; bf 


the purifying, watching and right ordering of the heart; 
13 4 „ 
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thi is the thjog that provokes ſo many ſad complaints, 


ſo many deep groans and briniſh tears, It 
yas the pride of Hezekia}'s heart that made him lay in 
the duſt before the Lord, 2 Chron. xxxii. 26. It was 
the fear of hypocriſy invading the heart, that made 
David cry, * Let my heart be found in thy ſtatutes, 
that I be not aſhamed,” Plal. cxix. 80. It was the 
ſad experience he bad of diviſions and diſtract ions of 


bis own heart in the ſervice of God, that made him 


pour out that prayer, Pſal. Ixxxvi. I, Unite my heart 


to fear thy name.” | 


b. thi method in which | ſhall improve the point ſhall 
this. | 
Nirt, I ſhall enquire what the keeping of the heart 
ſuppoſes and imports. F | 
Secondly, Aſſign divers reaſons, why chriſtians muſt 
make this the great work and buſineſs of their lives. 
. Thirdly, Point at thoſe ſpecial ſeaſons which eſpeci- 
ally call for this diligence in keeping the beart. 
Fourthly. and Laſtly, apply the whole in ſeveral uſes. 
. Firſt, What the keeping of the heart ſuppoſes and 
Imports. 
5 To keep the heart, neceſſarily ſuppoſes a previous 
work of ſanctification, which bath ſet the heart right, 
by giving it a new ſpiritual bent and inclination; for, 


as long as the heart is not ſet rig by grace, as to its 


habitual frame, no duties or means can keep it right 
with God. Self is the poiſe of the unſanctified heart, 
which biaſſes and moves it in all its deſigns and actions; 
and as long as it is ſo, it is impoſſible that any external 
means ſhould keep it with God. | 

Man, by creation, was of one conſtant, uniform 
frame and tenor of ſpirit, held one ſtraight and even 
courſe; not one thought or faculty ravelled or diſor- 
dered: bis mind bad a perfect illumination to under- 
ſtand and know the will of God; his will a perfe& 
compliance therewith; his ſenGtive appetite and other 
inferior powers, ſtood in a moſt obedient e 
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Min, by degeneration, is become a moſt diſordered 


and rebellious relies, conteſting with and oppoſi 
his maker, as the fi cauſe; by ſelf dependence; as the 
chiefeft good, by ſelf. love; as "the higheft' Lord, by ſeW- 
will: and as the 4 oh. by ſelf-feeking; and ſo 8 
quite diſordered, and all his acts irregular: his illumi⸗ 
nated underſtanding is clouded with ignotanes; his 
complying will full of rebellion and ſtubbornneſs; his 
ſubordinate powers —— off the dominion and 80. | 
vernment of the ſuperior faculties. 

But by regeneration this diſordered ſol is ſet ri 
2gain; ſanctification being the rectifying and que fram - 
ing. or, as the ſcripture phraſes it, the renovation - 
the foul after the image of God,” hw iv. 24. 
which ſelf dependence is Nose by fait forte; tp 
the love of God; ſelf-will, by fuby Leden and ob 
to the wilt of God; and ſelf- kee, by el dental. | 
The darketied' underſtanding i is again illuminated, Epfs; 
1. 18. The refractory will ſweetly ſubdued; Pfalm 
cx. 3. The rebellious appetite; or concupiſcence gra- 
dually conquered, Rom. vi. 7. per tot. And thus the 
ſoul, which fin had univerſally depraved, is again by 
grace reſtored and rect ified. 

Thus being preſuppoſed, it will not be difficult to 
apprehend what it is to keep the heart, which is no. 
thing elſe but the conſtant care and diligence of ſuch 
a renewed man, to pteſerve his ſoul in that holy frame 
to Fog grace hath- reduced it, and daily rives to 
hold it | 

For, though grace hath in great nicaſyre reQtified: 
the ſoul, and given it an habitual and r tem. | 
per; yet fin often actually diſcompoſes it 1 ſo 
that even a gracious heart is like a muſical in antes 
which, though it be never ſo exactly tuned; à ſmall 
matter brings it out of tune again; yea, hang it aſide 
but a little, and it will- need ſetting again; before you! 
can play another leffori on it: Even fo ſtands the. chi 
with gracious hearts; if they ate in lame in one any 
yet how dull, dead, and diſordeted When _—_ come 


24 to 
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to another? And therefore every duty needs a particu- 
lar preparation of the heart, Job xi. 13. If thou 
prepare thine heart, and ſtretch out thy hands towards 
bim.“ Well then, to keep the heart, is carefully to 
preſerve it from fin, which diſorders it ; and maintain 
that ſpiritual and gracious frame, which fits it for a life 
of communion with God. And this includes theſe fix 
In Wir 2 Oe TY . | 
1. Frequent obſervation of the frame of the heart, 


turning in ani examining how the caſe ſtands with it; 


this is one part of the work ; Carnal and formal perſons 
take no heed to this, they cannot be brought to confer 
with their own hearts; there are ſome men and women 
that have lived forty or fifty years in the world, and 
have ſcarce had one hour's diſcourſe with their own 
hearts all that while; It is an hard thing to bring a man 
and himſelf together upon ſuch an account: but ſaints 
know thoſe ſoliloquies and ſelf-conferences to be of ex- 
cellent uſe and advantage. The foul is made wiſe by 
ſitting ſtill in quietneſs. Though bankrupts care not 
to look in their books of account, yet upright hearts 
will know whether they go backward or forward, Pal, 
Ixxvii. 6. [commune with mine own heart: The 


heart can never be kept, until its caſe be examined and 


underſtood, - 

2. It includes deep humiliation for heart-evils and 
diſorders. Thus * Hezekiah humbled himſelf for the 
pride of his heart, 2 Chron. xxxii. 26. Thus the 


in prayer, in a ſenſe of the plague of their own hearts, 


1 Kings viii. 38. Upon this agcount many an up- 


right heart had been laid low before God: O what an 
heart have 1? They have in their conſeſſions pointed 


at the heart, the pained place; Lord, here is the 


wound, here is the plague ſore. It is with the heart 


well kept, as it is with the eye, which is a fit emblem 


of it, if a ſmall. duſt get into the eye, it will never 
| leave twinkling and watering till it has wept it out: 
So the. upright heart carinot be at reſt till it bas * 


people were ordered to ſpread forth their hands to God 
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out its troubles, and poured out its complaints before 
be Lord. n 
| z. It includes earneſt ſupplication and inſtant prayer 
for heart purifying and rectifying grace, when ſin hath. 
defiled and diſordered it; Pſalm xix. 12. * Cleanſe 
thou me from ſecret faults; and, Pſalm Izxxvi. 11. 
Unite my heart to fear thy name.” Saints have always 
many ſuch petitions depending before the throne of 
grace; this is the thing which is moſt pleaded by them 
with God: When they are praying for outward mercies, 
haply their ſpirits may be more remiſs; but, when it 
comes to the heart-caſe, then they intend their ſpirits 
to the utmoſt, fill their mouths with arguments, weep 
and make ſupplication; Oh, for a heart to love God 
more, to hate ſin more, to walk more evenly with 
God! Lord, deny not to me ſuch a heart, whatever thou 
deny me; give me an heart to fear thee, love and de- 
light in thee, if I beg my bread in deſolate places, It 
is obſerved of holy Mr. Bradford, that, when he was 
confeſſing ſin, he would never give over confeſſing until 
he had felt ſome brokenneſs of heart for that fin; and, 
when praying for any ſpiritual mercy, would never 
give over that ſuit, till be had got ſome reliſh of that 
mercy. That's the third thing included in keeping the 
4. It includes the impoſing of ſtrong engagements 
and bonds upon . ourſelves to walk more accuratel 
with God, and avoid the occafions whereby the heart 
may be induced to fin. Well 8 adviſed, 
and deliberate vows, are in ſome caſes of excellent 
uſe to guard the heart againſt ſome ſpecial fin, ſo, Job 
Lili. 1, I made a covenant with mine eyes: By this 
means, holy-ones have overawed their ſouls, and pre- 
lerved themſelves from defilement by ſome ſpecial heart 
corruptions. | FI » 2461 Wort 
5. It includes a conſtant holy jealouſy over our own 
hearts, Quick- ſighted felf-jealouſy is an excellent 


erative from ſin; he that will keep his heart, muſt 
axe the eyes of his ſoul awake and open upon all the 
| | diſorderly 
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diſorderly and tumultuous ftirrings of his affections: J. 
the affections break looſe, and the paſſions be ftirred, 
the foul muſt diſcover and ſuppreſs them before they 

to an heiglit. O my foul, doſt thou well in ths? 
Ky tumultuous thoughts and paſſions, where 1s your 
commiſſion. 

* Happy is the man that thus feareth always,” Prot. 
Xxviii. 14. By this fear of the Lord it is that men 
depart from evil, ſhake off ſecurity; and pteſerve them- 
ſelves from iniquity : He that will keep his heart muf 
feed. with fear, rejoice with fear, and paſs the whole 
time of his ſojourning here in fear, _ all little enough 
to keep the heart from ſm. 

6. And laſtly, to add no. more, it dweluckes the realiz. 
ing of God's preſence with us, and ſetting the Lor 
always before us: This the people of God have found 
a ſingular mean to keep their hearts upright, and awe 
them from fin; When the eye of our faith is fixed 
upon the eye of God's omniſcience; we dare not let 
out our thoughts and affections to vanity; Holy Job 
durſt not ſuffer his heart to yield to an impure vain 
thought: and what was it that moved him to fo great 

a circumſpetion? why he tells you; Job xx%. 4. 
* Doth he not fee. my ways, and count all my ſteps? 
Walk before me ( ſaith God to Abraham) and be thou 
perfect, Gen. xvii. 1. Een as parents uſe to ſet 
their children in the congregation before them, knowmg 
that elſe they will be toying and playing; ſs would the 
heart of the beſt man N were it not for the eye of 


In theſe, and ſuch-liks p lars, do gracious foul 
expreſs the-care they have 2 their hearts; they are 2 
careful. to prevent the breaking looſe of their corrup- 
tions, in times of temptation, as ſeamen” are to bind 
faſt 22 — that they break not looſe in a ſtorm: As 

ſerve the ſweetneſs and comfort * —f 

t —— in any duty, as one that eomes out of 


t bath, or great len, is of taking cold, by en 


forth into the chill air: This is the — and of 
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works in religion it is the moſt difficult, conſtant, and 
important work. . rt 

1. It is the hardeſt work. Heart-work is hard 
work indeed: To ſhuffle over religious duties with a 
looſe and heedleſs ſpirit, will coſt no great pains! But 
to ſet thyſelf before the Lord, and tie up thy looſe and 
yan thoughts, to a conſtant and ſerious attendance - 
upon him, this will coſt thee ſomething: To attain a 
lacility and dexterity of language in prayer, and put 
thy meaning into apt and decent expreſſions, is eaſy ; 
but to get thy heart broken for fin, whilſt thou art 
confeſſing it, melted with free grace whilſt thou art 
bleſſing God for it, to be really aſhamed and humbled 
through the apprehenſions of God's infinite holineſs, 
and to keep thy heart in this frame, not only in, but 
after duty, will ſurely coſt thee ſome groans, and tra- 
yailing pains of ſoul: To repreſs the outward acts of 
in, and compoſe the external part of thy life in a 
audable and comely manner, is no great matter, even 
carnal perſons by the force of common principles can 
do this: But to kill the root of corruption within, to 
let and keep up an holy. government over thy thoughts, 
to have all things lie ſtraight and orderly in the heart, 
this is not eaſy, | 5 440 
2. It is a conſtant work; the keeping of the heart 
such a work, as is never done till life be done, this 
abour and our life end together. It is with a Chriſtian 
in his buſineſs as it is with ſeamen that have ſprung a 
ieak at fea, if they tug not conſtantly at the pump, 
the water increaſes upon them, and will quickly fink 
them: It is in vain for them to ſay, the work is hard, 
and we are weary, There is no time or condition in 
the life of a Chriſtian which will ſuffer an intermiſſion 
« this work: It is in the keeping watch over our 
learts, as it was in the keeping up of Moſes's hands, 
whilſt Iſrael and Amalek were fighting below, Exod. 
Wi. 11. No ſooner do Moſes's hands grow heavy 
ad fink down, but Amalck prevails: You know it 
colt David and Peter many a ſad day and night ſor 

| intermitting 
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intermitting the watch over their own hearts, but a fey 
minutes. 7 9 
3. It is the moſt important buſineſs of a Chriſtian'; 
life: Without this we are hut formaliſts in religion; 
all our profeſſions, gifts, and duties, ſignify nothing, 
My Son give me thine heart, Prov. xxiii. 26. God 
is ed to call that a gift, which is indeed a debt; 
He will put his honour upon the creature to receiye 
it from him in the way of a gift: But if this be not 
given him, he * not whatever elſe you bring to 

im: There is ſo much only of worth and value of 
what we do, as there is of heart in it: Concerning the 
heart, God ſeems to ſay, as Joſeph did of Benjamin; 
If you bring not Benjamin with you, ye ſhall not ſee 
my face.” Among the Heathens, when the beaſt was 
cut up for ſacrifice, the firfl thing the prieſt looked 
upon was the heart, and if that were unſound and 
naught, the ſacrifice was rejected. God rejects all du- 
ties (how glorious ſoever in other reſpects) offered him 
without a heart. He that performs duty without a 
heart, viz. heedleſsly, is no more accepted with God, 
than he that performs it with a double heart, viz. hypo- 
critically, Iſa. Ixvi. 3. And thus I have briefly opened 
the nature of the duty, what is imported in this phraſe, 
Keep thy heart. a | 
2. Next, I ſhall give you ſome rational account why 
Chriſtians ſhould make this the great buſineſs of their 
lives, to kcep their hearts. | 

The importance and neceſſity of making this our 
great and main buſineſs, will manifeſtly appear in that; 
1. The honour of God. 2. The fincerity of our pro- 
feſſion. 3. The beauty of our converſation. 4. The 
comfort of our ſouls. 5. The improvement of our 
| graces. And 6. our ftability in the hour of temptation, 
are all wrapt up in, and dependent on our fincerity and 
care in the management of this work. 1 

1. The glory of God is much concerned therein; 
heart-evils are very provoking evils to the Lord. How 
| ſeverely hath the great God declared his wrath from _— 
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ven againſt heart-wickedneſs? The great crime for 
which the old world ſtands indifted, Gen. vi. 5, 6, 7. 
is heart · Wickedneſs; God ſaw that every imagination 
«(or fiction) of their hearts was only evil, and that con- 
« tinually :' For which he ſent the dteadfulleſt judgment 
that was ever executed ſince the world began. And 
*the Lord ſaid, I will deſtroy man whom | have created 
* from. the face of the earth, both man and beaſt, and 
the creeping things, and the fowls of heaven: for it re- 
penteth me that I have made man, ver-7. We find 
not their murders, adulteries, blaſphemies, (though 
they were defiled with theſe) particularly alledged 
againſt them, but the evils. of their hearts; yea, that 
wiich God was ſo provoked by, as to give up his pecu- 
lar inheritance into the enemies hand, was the evil of 
their hearts: Jer. iv. 14. O Jeruſalem, waſh thine - 
* heart from wickedneſs, that thou mayeſt be ſaved: 
* How long ſhall vain thoughts lodge within thee?” 
The wickedneſs and vanity of their thoughts God took 
ſpecial notice of; and becauſe of this the Chaldean muſt , 
come upon them as a lion from his thicket,” ver. 7 
and tear them to pieces.“ For the very ſin of thoughts it 
was that God threw down the fallen angels from heaven, 
and keeps them till in everlaſting chains, to the judg- 
ment of the great day; by which expreſſion is not ob- ' 
5 ſcurely intimated ſome extraordinary judgment to. which 
A they are reſerved, as priſoners that have moſt irons laid. 
upon then, may be ſuppoſed to be the greateſt male- 
1 factors: And what was their fin? Why, only ſpiritual 
, wickedneſs; for they having no bodily organs, could 
act nothing externally againſt God. Yea, mere heart-. 
evils are ſo provoking, that for them be rejects with 
indignation all the duties that ſome men perform unto, 
him; Iſa. Ixvi. 3. * He that killeth an ox, is as if he 
' flew a man; he that ſacrificeth a lamb, as if he cut 
„off a dog's neck; he that offereth an oblation, as if 
che offered ſwines blood; he that burneth incenſe, as 
if he bleſſed an idol. In what words could the abhor- 
rence of a creatures actions be more fully exprefled by . 
3 r ** 
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the holy God? Morder and idolatry are not more vile 

in his account than their ſacrifices, though materially 
-foch as himſelf appointed: And what made them ſo? 

The following words inform us; Their foul delighted 

in their abominations.“ 

' To conclude, ſuch is the vileneſs of mere heart- 
is, that the ſcriptures ſometimes intimate the dif- 
ficulty of pardon for them. So in the caſe of Simon 
re, Acts viii. 21. His heart was not right, he 

vile thoughts of God, and the things of God: 
The apoſtle bids him * repent and pray, if perhaps the 
. of his heart may be forgiven him.“ O then 
never flight heart-evils! for by theſe God is ſo highly 
ed and provoked: And for this reaſon let every 
Chriſtian make it his work to keep his heart with all 
diligence. nh | ; 

2. The ſincerity of our profeſſion much depends up- 
on the care and conſcience we have in keeping our 
hearts; for it is moſt certain, that a man is but an hy- 
pocrite in his profeſſion, how curious ſoever he be in the _ 
externals of religion, that is heedleſs and careleſs of the 
frame of his heart : You have a pregnant inſtance of 
this in the caſe of Jeu, 2 Kings x. 31. But Jehu 
took no heed to walk in the ways of the Lord God 
of Iſrael with his heart.” That context gives us an 
account of the great ſervice performed by Jelu againſt 
the houſe of A= and Baal, as allo of a great tempo- 
ral reward given him by God for. that ſervice, even that 
his children, to the fourth generation, ſhould fit upon 
the throne of I/rael, And yet in theſe words Jelu is 
cenſured for an hyporrite; though God approved and 
rewarded the work, yet he abhorred and rejected the 
on that did it, as hypocritical: And wherein lay his 
hyporriſy, but in this, that he took no heed to walk in 
4he ways of the Lord with his heart? That is, he did 
all unfincerely and for felf-ends; and though tbe work 
he did, were materially good, yet he not purging his 

-beart from thoſe unworthy ſelf-deſigns in doing it, was 

an hypocrite: And "Simos, of whom he fpake _ 
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though he appeared ſuch a perſon that the apoſtle could 
regularly refuſe him: yet his hypacriſy was quickly 
diſcovered : And what diſcovered it, but this, tbat 
though he profeſſed and aflociated himſelf with the 
ſaints, yet he was a ſtranger to mortification of heart- 
fins? Thy heart is not right with God,” AQs viii. 
21,—lt is true, there is a great difference among Chris 
tians themſelves in their diligence and dexterity about 
heart-work ; ſome are more converſant and ſucceſsful 
in it than others are, but he that takes no heed to his 
heart, he that is not careful to order it aright before 
God, is but an hypocrite; Ezek. xxxili. 31, 34. 
* And they come unto thee. as the people cometh, and 
* fit before thee as my people, and they hear thy words, 
* but they will not do them: For with their mouth 
they ſhew much love, but their heart goeth after their 
* covetoulneſs.” Here were a company of formal hy- 
pocrites, as is evident by that expreſſion, as my peop, 
like them, but not of them: And what made them 
ſo? Their outſide was fair; here were very .reverend 
ſtures, high profeſſions, much ſeeming joy and de- 
ght in ordinances; thou art to them as a lovely ſang; 
yea, but for all that, they keep not their hearts with 
God in thoſe duties; their hearts were commanded by 
their luſts, they went after their covetouſnefſs: Had they 
kept their hearts with God, all had been well, but not 
regarding which way their heart went in duty: There 
lay the core of their hypocriſy. 1 2 
Object. If any upright ſoul ſhould bence infer, Then 


I am an hypocrite too, for many times my heart departs ' 


from God in duty; do what I can, yet I cannot hold 
it clole with God, 1 
Sal. To this I anſwer, the very objection carries in 
its own ſolution! Thou ſayeſt, do what I can, yet 1 
cannot keep my heart with God. Soul, if thou doſt 
what thou canſt, thou haſt the bleſſing of an 3 
though God ſees good to exerciſe thee under an afflic 
tion of a diſcompoſed heart; there remains ſtill ſome 
wildneſs in the thoughts and fancies of the beſt, to 
| | TS _ __._ _ humble 
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bumble them: But if you find a care before to pre. 
vent them, and oppoſition againſt them when th 

come, grief and ſorrow afterwards, you will find enough 
to clear you from reigning hypocriſy. 1, This fore- 
care is ſeen partly in laying up the word in thine heart 
to prevent them, Plalm cxix. 11. Thy word have 
*T hid in mine heart, that I might not fin againſt thee?” 
Partly in our endeavours to engage our hearts to God, 
8 xxx. 21. And partly in begging preventing grace 


rom God in our onſets upon duty, Pſalm cxix. 


36. 37. It is a good fign where this care goes before a 
duty. And 2. It is a ſweet ſign of uprightnels, to 
oppoſe them in their firſt riſe, Pſalm cxix. 114, *I 
have vain thoughts,” Gal. v. D The Spirit luſteth 
« againſt the fleſh.” And 3. Thy after-grief diſcovers 
thy upright heart: If with Hezekiak thou art humbled 
for the evils of thy heart, thou haſt no reaſon from theſe 
«diſorders to queſtion the integrity of it; but to ſuffer 
fin to lodge quietly in the heart, to let thy heart habi- 
tyally and uncontrouledly wander from God, is a ſad 
and dangerous ſymptom jndeed, 12 
3. The beauty of our converſation ariſes from the 
heavenly frame and holy order of our Spirits: There 
is a ſpiritual luſtre and beauty in the converſation of 
ſaints, * The righteous is more excellent than his 
neighbour.” They ſhine as lights of the world; but 
whatever luſtre and beauty is in their lives come from 
the excellency of their ſpirits; as the candle within 
ts a luſtre upon the lanthorn in which it ſhines, It 
is impoſſible that a diſordered and neglected heart, 
ſhould ever produce a well ordered converſation; and 
fince (as the text obſerves) the iſſues or ſtreams of life 
flow out of the heart as their fountain, it muſt needs 
follow, that ſuch as the heart is, the life will be; 
hence, 1 Pet, ii. 11, 12, * Abſtain from fleſhly luſts, 
having your converſation honeſt, (Kalon) or 
beautiful, as the Greek word imports. So Ila. lv. 7. 
© Let the wicked forſake his way, and the unrighteous 


man his thoughts.” His way.notes the courle of his 
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life, bis thiooght the frame of his heart: And there- - 
fore ſince the Way and courſe of his life flows from his 
thoughts, or the frame of his heart, both or neither will 
be forſaken; The heart is the womb of all actions, theſe 
actions are virtually and ſeminally contained in our 
thoughts; theſe thoughts being once made up into 
affections, are quickly made out into ſuitable actions 
and practices. If the heart be wicked, then as Chriſt 
faith, Matt. xv. 19. * Out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, &c. Mark the order, 
firſt, wanton or revengeful thoughts, then unclean or 
murderous practices. | 1 
And if the heart be holy and ſpiritual, then as Da- 
vid (peaks from ſweet experience, in Pal. xlv. 1. My 
heart is inditing a good matter: I ſpeak of the things 
*which 1 have made: My tongue is as the pen of a 
'ready writer.“ Here is a life _— beautified with 
good works: Some ready made; I ſpeak” of things 
which I have made: Others upon the wheel making; 
My heart is inditing,“ but both proceeding from the 
heavenly frame of his heart. | 
Put but the heart in a frame, and the life will quickly 
diſcover that it is ſo: I think it is not very difficult to 
diſcern by the duties and converſes of Chriſtians, what 
frames their ſpirits are under; take a Chriſtian in a good 
frame, and how ſerious, heavenly, and profitable will 
his converſes and duties be? What a lovely companion 
is he, during the continuance of it? It would do an 
one's heart good to be with him at ſuch a time, Pſalm 
Xxxvii. 30, 31. The mouth of the righteous ſpeaketh 
* wiſdom, and his tongue talketh of judgment, the law 
„of his God is in his heart“ . 
When the heart is up with God, and full of God; 
ho dexterouſly and ingenuouſly will he wind in ſpi- 
ritual diſcourſe, improving every occaſion and advan» 
tage to heavenly purpoſe, few words run then at the 
Waſte ſpout, * | 
And what elſe can be the reaſon why the diſcourſes - 
and duties' of many Chriſtians are become ſo _ | 
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and unprofitable; their communion both with God, 
and one another, become as a dry ſtalk, but becauſe 
their hearts are neglected? Surely' this muſt be thy 
reaſon of it; and verily it is an evil greatly to be be- 
wailed: For as -4 this, Chriſtian fellowſhip is become 
a ſapleſs thing, ſo the attracting beauty that was wont 
to ſhine from the converſations of the faints, upon the 
faces and conſciences of the world, (which 11 did 
not allure and bring them in love with the ways of 
God, yet at leaſt left a teſtimony in their conſciences of 
the excellency of thoſe men and their ways) this is io 
a great meaſure loſt, to the unſpeakable detriment of 
re . | 63 ; #277 

[ime was when Chriſtians, did carry it at ſuch a 
rate; that the world ſtood gazing at them, their life 
and 1 of a diſſerent ſtrain from others; their 
tongues dilcovered them to be Galileans, where-ever 
they came: But now ſince vain ſpeculations, and fruit- 
leſs controverſies have ſo much obtained, and heart- 
work and practical godlineſs ſo much neglected among 


2 the caſe is ſadly. altered, their diſcourſe is 


me like other men's; if they came among you now, 
they may (to allude to that Acts ii. 6.) © hear every man 
ſpeak in his own language. And truly I bave little 


hope to ſee this evil redrefled, and the credit of religion 


again repaired, till Chriſtians fall again to their old work, 
till they ply beart-work cloſer; when the falt of bea- 
venly-mindedneſs is again caſt into the ſpring, the 
ſtreams will run clearer and ſweeter. | » 
The comfort of our ſouls doth much depend upon 
the keeping of our hearts: For he that is negligent in 
attending his own heart, is ordinarily a great ſtranger 
to aſſurance, and the ſweet comforts flowing, from it. 

Indeed if the Antinamian doctrine were true, which 
teaches you to reject all marks and figns for the trial 
of your conditions, telling you it is not only the Spi- 


rit that immediately aſſures you by witnefhng your | 


adoption directly without them; then you. might be 


careleſs 5 your hearts, yea, ſtrangers to them, wr 
f | | y 
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yet no ſtrangers to comfort ; but ſince both Scripture 
and experience do confute this dotage, I hope yo 


vill never look for comfort in that unſcriptural way. 


| deny not but it is the work and office of the Spirit 
to aſſure you, and yet do confidently affirm, that if 
ever you attain affurance in the ordinary way wherein 
God diſpenſes it, you muſt take pains with your own 
hearts, you may expect your comforts upon eafier 
terms; but I am miſtaken if ever you enjoy them up- 
on any other: Give all diligence: prove yourſelves;* | 
this is the ſcripture way. f remember Mr. Roberts 
in his treatiſe of the covenant, tells us, that he knew 
a chriſtian, who in the infancy of his chriſtiamty fo 
vehemently panted after the infallible aſſurance of God's 
love, for a long time together he earneſtly defired ſome 
voice from heaven: Yea, ſometimes walking in the 
ſolitary fields, earneſtly defired ſome miraculous voice 
from the trees and ſtones there; this after many de- 
fires and longings was denied him; but in time, a 
better was afforded in the ordinary way of ſearching the 
word and his own heart. An inftance of the like nature 
the learned Gerſon gives us, of one that was driven by 
temptation upon the very borders 'of deſperation ; at 
laſt being ſweetly ſettled and aſſured, one aſked him how 
he attained it? he anſwered, Not by an extraordinary 
revelation, but by ſubjecting his underſtanding to the 
ſeriptures, and comparing his own heart with them. 
The ſpirit indeed affures by witneſſing our adoption; 
and he wit neſſeth two ways. lets 

1. Obje&ively, i. e. by working thoſe graces in our 
ſouls, which are the conditions of the promiſe, and fo 
the ſpirit and his graces in us are all one: the ſpirit of 
Gcd dwelling in us is a mark of our adoption. Now 
the ſoirit cannot be diſcerned in his eſſence but in his 
operations: and to diſcern theſe, is to diſcern the ſpi- 
it; and how theſe ſhould be diſcerned without ferious 
arching and diligent watching of the heart, I cannot 


2. The 


320 FLAVELL'S SAINT INDEED. 


2. The other way of the ſpirits wit neſſing, is effec- 
tively; 1. e. by irradiating the ſoul with a grace-dif. 
covering, 25 2 upon his own work; and this 
in order of nature, follows the former work; he firſt 
infuſes the grace, and then opens the eye of the ſoul 
to ſee it. Now, ſince the heart is the ſubje& of that 
infuſed grace, even this way of the ſpirit's witneſſing 
alſo includes the neceſſity of keeping carefully our own 
hearts. 78 ; 

For, (1.) A neglected heart is ſo confuſed and dark, 
that the little grace which is in it, is not ordinarily dif. 
cernable: the moſt accurate and laborious chriſtians, 
that take moſt pains, and ſpend moſt time about their 
bearta, do yet find it very difficult to diſcover the pure 
and genuine workings of the ſpirit there : how then ſhall 
the chriſtians which are (comparatively) negligent and 
- remiſs about heart-work, be ever able to diſcover it? 
Sincerity, which is the thing ſought for, lies in the 
heart like a ſmall piece of gold in the bottom of a ri- 
ver, he that will find it muſt ſtay till the water be clear 
and ſettled, and then he ſhall ſee it ſparkling at the 
bottom; and that the heart may be clear and ſettled, 
how much pains and watching, care and diligence will 
it coſt? | 

(2.) God doth not uſually indulge lazy and negli- 

ent ſouls with the comforts of aſſurance, he will not 
o much as ſeem to patronize ſloth and carelelsnels; 
he will give it, but it ſhall be in his own way, His 
command hath united our care and comfort together; 
they are miſtaken that think the beautiful child of affur- 
- ance may be born without pangs: Ah! how many ſoli- 
| tary hours have the people of God ſpent in heart exami- 
nation? how many times have they looked into the 
word, and then into their heart? ſometimes they thought 
they diſcovered ſincerity, and were even ready to draw 
forth the triumphant concluſion of aſſurance, then 
comes a doubt they cannot reſolve, and daſhes all again: 
many hopes and fears, doubtings and reaſonings, ef 
Is | ye 
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have had in their own breaſts, | before they arrived at'4 
comfortable ſettlement. eee 
To conclude, ſuppoſe it poſſible for a careleſs chriſtian 
to attain it: For it is with thoſe whoſe hearts are big 
with the joys of aſſurance, as with a pregnant woman 
ſubject to miſcarriages ; it extraordinary care be not 
uſed, it is a thouſand to one if ever ſhe embrace a liv- 
ing child: So 'tis here, a little pride, vanity,” and care - 
lelsneſs, daſhes all that for which thou haſt been labour- 
ing a long time in many a weary duty. Since then the 
joy of our life, the comfort of our ſouls, riſes and falls 
with our diligence in this work; keep your hearts with 
all diligence. - gt than, Ne 356. e 
5. The improvement of our graces depends on the 
keeping of our hearts. I never knew grace thrive in 
a negligent and careleſs ſoul; the. habits and roots of 
grace are planted in the heart; and the deeper they 
are radicated there, the more: thriving and flouriſhi 
grace is; In Eph. iii. 17. we read of being — 
in grace.” Grace in the heart is the root of every 
racious word in the mouth, and of every holy work 
ja the hand, Pſalm cxvi. 10. 2 Cor. iv. 1 Fl But in 
the diſregarded heart, ſwarms of vain fooliſh thoughts 
are perpetually working, and juſtle out thoſe ſpiritual 
ideas and thoughts of God, by which the ſoul ſhould 
be refreſhed. 12755 2 y 2 
Beſides, the careleſs heart makes nothing out of any 
duty or ordinance it performs or attends on, and yet 
theſe are the conduits of heaven from whence grace is 
watered and made fruitful. A man may go with an 
beedleſs- ſpirit from ordinance to ordinance, abide all 
his days under the choiceſt teaching, and yet neyer be 
improved by them; for heart · neglect is a leak in the 
bottom; no heavenly influences, how rich ſoever, abide 
in that ſoul, Matt. xiii. 3, 4. The heart that lies open 
and common like the highway, free for 14 
when the ſeed fell on it, the towls came and deyoured 
it. Alas! it is not enough to hear, unleſs we take heed 
how we hear: a man may pray, and never be the bet» 
14 81 | 2 ter, f 
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ter, unleſs be watch unto prayer. In a word, all ordi- 
nances, means and duties, are bleſſed unto the improye- - 
ment of grace, according to the care and ſtrifineſs we 
uſe in keeping our hearts in them. | 
6. Zaftly, The ſtability of our ſouls in the hour of 
tion, will be much, according to the care and 
conſcience we have of keeping our hearts: the careleſs 
heart is an ealy prey to Satan in the hour of tempta- 
tion, bis main batteries are raiſed againſt that Fort- 
royal, the heart; if he win that, he wins all, for it 
commands the whole man: and alas, how eaſy a con- 
queſt is a neglected heart! It is no more difficult to 
{urpriſe it, than for an enemy to enter that city, whoſe 
gates are open and unguarded; tis the watchful heart 
that diſcovers and ſuppreſſes the temptation before it 
comes to its ſtrength. _ | 1 0 
By this time, reader, I hope thou art fully ſatisfied 
| how conſequential and neceſſary a work the keeping of 
the heart is, being a duty that wraps up, ſo many dear 
intereſts of the ſoul in Ma 3 | | 
3. Next according to the method propounded, I 
2 to point out thoſe ſpecial ſeaſons in the life of a 
Chriſtian, which require and call for our utmoſt diligence 


pen at bo” heart: . FED 

1. To confider the dangerous inſnaring temptations 
attending a pleaſant and proſperous condition : few, 
yea, very'few of thoſe. that live in the pleaſures and 
ptoſperity of this world, eſcape everlaſting perdition, 
Matt. xix. 24. © It is eaſier, ſaith Chriſt, * for a ca- 


mel to paſs through the eye of a needle, than for a 


rich man to enter into the kingdom of Heaven.“ 
And, 2 Cor. i. 26. Not many mighty, not many 
noble are called.” It might juſtly make us tremble 
when the Scripture tells us in general, That few ſhall 
be ſaved, much more when it tells us, that of that 


frank and ſort of which we are, but few ſhall be ſaved, 


When Joſhua called all the tribes of Iſrael to lot upon 


fſtmenr lor the diſcovery of Achan, doubtleſs Achan fear- 


ed when the tribe ol Judah was taken, his. fear . 


. 


© « 
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ed; but when the family of the Zarhites-was taken, it 
was time then to tremble. So when the Scripture comes 
ſo near us, as to tell us that of ſuch a fort of men very 
few ſhall eſcape, it is time then to look about. O how 
many have been coached to hell in the chariots of earthly 
pleaſures, whilſt others have been whipt to Heaven: by 
the rod of affliction ! How 'few, like the 
Tyre, come to Chriſt with a gift! how few among tlie 
rich intreat his favour! F 1.31 OWN: 
2. It may yet keep us more humble and watchful in 
proſperity, if we conſider, that among Chriſtians many 
have been much the worſe for it. How good had it 
been for ſome of them if they had nevet known proſ- 
perity? When they were in a low condition, how hum- 
ble, ſpiritual and heavenly were they! But when advanc · 
ed, what an apparent alteration hath been upon theit 
ſpirits? It was ſo with Iſrael when they were in a low 
condition in the wilderneſs, then Ifrael was holineſs to 
the Lord, Jer. ii. 23. But when they came into Cas 
naan, and were fed in a fat paſture, then, we are lords; 
we will come no more unto thee,” ver. 31. Outward 
gains are ordinarily attended with inward loſſes: As in 
a low condition, their civil employments were wont to 
have a tang and ſavour of their duties; ſo in an exalted 
condition, their duties commonly have a tang of the _ 
world. He indeed is rich in grace, whoſe are 
not hindered by his riches; there are but few Jeho+ 
ſhaphats in the world, of whom it is ſaid, 2 Chron; 
xvü. 5, 6, He had ſilver and gold in abundarice; 
* and bis heart was lifted up in the way of God's com- 
* mands.” Will not this keep thy heart humble under 
proſperity, to think how dear many godly men have paid 
for their riches, that through them they have loſt that which 
all the world cannot purchaſe? Then, in the next places 
* Keep down thy vain. heart by this conſideration; 
That God values no man a jot the more of theſe 
*things.* God values no man by outwatd exceljen- 
cies, but by inward graces; they are the internal or- 
naments of the Spirit, _ ate of W 
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God's eyes, 1 Pet. iii. 4. He deſpiſes all worldly 
glory, and reſpects no man's perſon; but in every 
nation, he that feareth God, and worketh righteouſ- 
nefs, is accepted of him,” Acts x. 35. Indeed if the 
judgment of God went by the ſame rule that man's 
doth, we might value ourſelves by theſe things, and 
- Rand upon them: But, as one ſaid (when dying) ! 
ſhall not appear before God as a door, but as a 
man: ſo much every man is, and no more, as he is 
in the judgment of God. Doth thy heart yet ſwell? 
And will neither of the former conſiderations keep it 
humble? e ber 4 
43᷑. Then, Fourthly, Conſider how bitterly many per- 
ſons have bewailed their folly when they came to die, 
that ever they ſet their hearts upon theſe things, and 
heartily wiſh, that they had never known them. What 
a ſad ſtory was that of Pius Quintus, who dying cried" 
out deſpairingly: When I was in a low condition, I 
had ſome hopes of ſalvation, but when I was advanced 
to be a Cardinal, | greatly doubted it; but, fince I 
came to the Popedom, I have no hope at all. Mr. 
Spencer alſo tells us a real but ſad ſtory, of a rich op- 
preſſor, who had ſcraped up a great eflats for his only 
ſon; when he came to die, be called his only ſon to 
him, and ſaid, Son, do you indeed love me? The - 
ſon anſwered, that nature, beſides his paternal indul- 
gence, obliged him to that Then ſaid the father, ex- 
preſs it by this, hold thy finger in the candle, as long 
as Il am ſaying a Pater Nofler; the ſon attempted, but 
could not endure it: Upon that the father brake out. 
into theſe expreſſions, thou canſt not ſuffer the burn- 
ing of thy finger for me, but to get this wealth, 1 
have hazarded my ſoul for thee, and muſt burn body 
and ſoul in bell for thy ſake; thy pains would have 
been but for a moment, but mine will be unquench- 
able fire. 2 34 i b % M e Ya | J | 
35. The heart may be kept humble, by conſider 
of what a clogging nature carthly things are to a ſou 
heartily engaged in the way to heaven. They ſhut _ 
„ e muc 
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much of heaven from us at preſent, though they may 
ot ſhut us out of heaven, at laſt. If thou conſider 
tayſelf under the notion of a ſtranger in this world, 
avelling for heaven and ſeeking a better country, thou 
1; then as much reaſon to be taken and delighted with 
theſe things, as a weary horſe hath with a heavy cloke- 
big, There was a ſerious truth in that atheiſtical ſcoff 
4 Julian, when be took away the Chriſtians” eſtates, 
nd told them it was to make them fitter for the king- 

dom of heaven. . er eee 

b. Is thy ſpirit for all this flatulent and lofty, then 
woe upon it the conſideration of that awful day of 
r:ckoning,' wherein according to our receipts of mer- 
cies ſhall he our accounts of them: And methinks this 
hould awe and humble the vaineſt heart that ever was 
n the breaſt of a ſaint. Know for certain that the 
Lord records all the mercies that ever he gave thee, 
ſom the beginning to the end of thy life, Mic. vi. 4. 
Remember, O my people, from Shittim- unto Gil- 
gal, &c. Yea they are exactly numbered and re- 
corded, in order to an account; and thy account will 
be ſyitable, Luke xii. 48. To whomſoever much is 
gen, of him much ſhall be required.” You are but 
ſlewards, and your Lord will come to take an account 
of you: And what a great account have you to make, 
who have much of this, world in your hands? What 
wit witnefſes will your mercies be againſt you, if this 
be the beſt fruits of them. mn. 

2, The ſecond ſpecial ſeaſon in the life of a Chriſtian, 
requiring more than a common diligence to keep his 
heart, is the time of adverſity. When Providence 
owns upon you, and blaſts your outward comforts, 
then look to your hearts, keep them with all diligence 
om repining againſt God, or ' fainting under his 
hand; for troubles, though ſanCtified, are troubles 
fill; even ſweet briar, and holy thiſtle have their 
pickles. Jonah was a good man, and yet how pet- 
uh was his heart under affliction? Job was the mir- 
for of patience, yet how was his heart diſcompoſed by 

| * pleaſure? 
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to be caſt down; but this be hath not, be cannot do, 


ſion. . the cup be a bitter cup yet it is the 


or of his relation to thee as a father, huſband; 
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trouble? You will find it is as hard to get a compoſed 
« ſpirit under great afflict ions, as it is to fix quick- luer: 
O the hurries and tumults Which they occaſion even j; 
© the beſt hearts! | R | 
74 Though God hath reſerved to himſelf a liberty of 
afflicting bis people, yet he hath tied up his own hands 
by promiſe, never to take away his loving-kindneh 
from! them. Can 1 look that Seripture in the face with 
a repining diſeontented ſpirit,, 2 Sam. vii. 14 Le 
© be his Father, and he ſhall be my ſon; if he comm 
* iniquity, I will chaften him with the rod of men, 
and with the ſtripes of the children of men; never. 
* theleſs, my mercy ſhall not depart away from hin. 
O my heatt, my baughty beart, doſt thou well to be 
diſcontented when! God hath given thee the whole tree, 
with all the cluſters of comfort growing on it, becauſe 
be ſuffers the wind to blow down: a few leaves? Chril- 
tians have two forts of goods, the goods of the throne, 
and) the goods of the: faotftool, moveables, and im- 
moveables: If God have ſecured: theſe, never let m 
heart be troubled at the loſs of thoſe: Jndeed, if he had 
cut off his love; or diſcovenanted my ſoul, I had reaſs2 


lt is of marvellous; efficacy to keep the heart from 
ſinking under afflictions, to call to mind that thine 
own Father hath the ordering of them: not a creature 
moves hand or tongue againſt thee,/ but by bis permi- 


cup thy Fatber hath given thee to. drink; and cant 
thou ſuſpect poiſon to be in that cup which he deliven 
thee? Fooliſh; man, put home the caſe to thine oon 
heart, conſult thine own bowels: Canſt thou find n 
thy. heart to give thy child that which would hurt and 
undo him? No, thou , would*ft as ſoon hurt thy 
{elf as him; If thou then, being evil, knowelt hoy 
to give good gifts to thy children, how moch mor 
doth God, Matt. vü. 11. The very confderation ( 
his nature, a God of love, pity, and tender 1* 
might 
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night be ſecurity enough, if he had not ſpoken a word, 
to quiet thee in this caſe: And yet you have his word 
150, Jer. XXV. 7. I will de you no hurt” You lay 
150 near his heart to hurt you: Nothing grieves him 
more than your unworthy ſuſpicions of his defigns'do; 


ud ſit not grieve a faithful ' tender-heafted phyficiah, 
ea be hath ſtudied the caſe of his patient, prepared 
p the moſt excellent receipts to fave his life, to hear him 


cy out, O he hath undone me, he hath poiſoned me, 

tecauſe it gripes and pains him in the operation. O 

when will ye be ingenuous „ 
God teſpects you as much in a low as in a high con- 


non, and therefore it needs not ſo much trouble you 
V. so be made low. Nay, to ſpeak home, he manifeſts 
be more of bis love, grace and tenderneſs, in the time of 
r :ifliction, than otberty ; as God did not at firſt chuſe 
ue (ou becauſe you were high, ſo be will not forſake you 
. becauſe you are low. Men may look ſhy upon you, 
b und alter their reſpects as your condition is altered: 
* uea Providence hath blaſted your eſtates, your ſum- 
= mer-friends. may grow firange, as fearing you may be 


WW wobleſome to them ; But will God be ſo? No no, 
n vill never leave thee, nor forſake thee,” Heb. xii. 5. - 
Indeed if adverſity and poverty cc-ald bar you from ac- 


dun ass o God, it were a lad condition, but you may go 
weg e God as freely as erer. My God,” faith the Church, 


* ol all other earthly comforts, could yet encourage him- 
leaf in the Lord his God, and why cannot you? Sup- 

pole your huſband or child bad loft all at fea, and 
hould come to you in rags, could you deny the rela- 
10e, or refuſe to entertain him? If you would not, 
woch leſs will God: Why then are you ſo troubled ? 
hy Though your condition be changed, your Father's 
oye and reſpects are not changed. a 5 

And what if by the loſs of your outward comforts, 

nd God will preſerve your ſouls from the ruining power of 
A "ptation? Sure then you bare little cauſe to fink 
Jour hearts by ſuch ſad thoughts about them. Are 
not 
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not theſe earthly enjoyments the things that make men 
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ſhrink and warp in times of trial? For the love 0 
theſe, many have forſaken Chriſt in ſuch an how 
Matt, xix. 22. *©* He went away ſorrowful, for he hat 
peut poſſeſſions: And if this be God's defign, what 
ave I done in quarrelling with him about it? We ſee 
mariners in a ſtorm can throw over-board rich bales f 
filk, and precious things, to preſerve the veſſel and 


_ their lives with it; and every one faith, they act pry. 
-  dently; We know it is uſual for ſoldiers in a city be- 


fieged, to batter down or burn the faireſt building 
without the walls, in which the enemy may ſhelter in 
the ſiege; and no man doubts but it is wiſely done. 


Such as. have gangrened legs or arms, can willingly 


ftretch them out to be cut off, and not only thank, but 

y the chirurgeon for his pains: And muſt God only 

repined at for caſting over what would fink them in 
a florm? for pulling down that which would advantage 
your enemy in a ſiege of temptation? for cutting off 
what would endanger your everlaſting life? O inconſ- 
derate, ungrateful man! Are not theſe things for which 
thou grievett, the very things that have ruined thouſands 


of ſouls? Well, what Chriſt doth in this, thou knowelt 


not now, but hereaftex thou mayeſt. 

3. The third ſeaſon, calling for more than ordinary 
* diligence to keep the heart, is the time of Sion's trou- 
* bles: When the church, like the ſhip in which Chriſt 


f 5 * and his diſciples were, 1s oppreſled, and ready to pe- 


* riſh in the waves of perſecution, then good fouls are 
* ready to fink, and be ſhipwreckt too, upon the billows 


of their own fear. 1 confeſs moſt men rather need 


the ſpur than the reins in this caſe; and yet ſome kt 
down as over-weighed with the ſenſe of the Church's 
* troubles. The loſs of the ark coſt old Eli bis lik; 
the ſad poſture Jeruſalem lay in, made good -Nebe- 
* miah's countenance to change in the midſt of all the 
* pleaſures and accommodations of the court, Neh. 1. 2. 
* Ah, this goes cloſe to honeſt hearts. N 
ö ; 7 | ? G . | 
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But though God allow, yea, command the moſt 
«* awakened apprehenſions of theſe calamities, and in 
och a *day call to mourning and weeping, girding 
with ſackcloth,” Iſa. xxii. 12. And ſeverely threatens 
*the inſenſible, Amos vi. 1. Yet it will not pleaſe 
him to ſee you fit like penſive Elijah, under the juni- 
© per-tree, 1 Kings xix. 4. Ah Lord God! it is 
enough, take away my life alſo: No, mourners in 
Sion, you may, and ought to be; but ſelf-tormenters 
you mult not be: Complain to God you may, but 
to complain of God (though but by an unſuitable 


* carriage and the language of your actions) you muſt 


not.” | | 12 
1. Ponder the great advantages attending the people of 
God in an affited condition. | WS 
If a low and an afflicted ſtate in the world be really 
beſt for the church, then your dejections are not only 
irrational, but ungrateful. Indeed, if ye eſtimate the 
happineſs of the church by its worldly caſe, ſplendour, 
and proſperity, then ſuch times will ſeem bad for it; 
but, it you reckon its glory to conſiſt in its humility, 
faith, patience, and heavenly-mindedneſs, no condition 
in the world abounds with advantages for theſe, as an 
afflicted condition doth. It was not perſecutions and 
priſons, but worldlineſs and wantonneſs that was the 
poiſon of the church; neither was it the earthly glory 
of its profeſſors, but the blood of the martyrs that was 
the ſeed of the church. The power of godlineſs did 
never thrive better than in afflicttion, and never ran 
lower than in the time of the greateſt proſperity ; when 
*we are left a poor and an afflicted people, then we 
learn © to'truſt in the name of the Lord,“ Zeph. iii. 12. 
What Tay ye, Sirs? Is it indeed for the ſaints advantage 
to be weaned from the love and delights of enſnaring 
worldly vanities; to be quickened and pricked for- 
ward with more haſte to heaven, to have clearer diſco- 
veries of their own hearts, to be taught to pray more 
fervently, frequently, ſpiritually, to look and long for 
the reſt to come, mote ardently? If this be their 
14 p _— en! TY 4 c * advantage 
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| * advantage, experience teacheth us, that no conditi 
advantage, experience eth us, that no condition 


is ordinarily bleſt with ſuch fruits as theſe, like an 
afflicted condition. 3 
And is it well done then to repine and droop, be- 
"cauſe your father conſults more the advantage of your 
ſouls, than the pleaſing of your humours ; becauſe he 
will bring you. another way to heaven than, you are 
willing to go? Is this a due requital of his love, who 
is pleaſed 55 much to concern hamſelf in your welfare, 
which is more than he will do for thoulands in the 
world, upon whom he will not Jay a rod, or ſpend ag 
Affliction for their good? Hol. iv. 17. Matt. xv, 14. 


ood or 
ee aer we er the profent ch tas had 
eee 
2. Take heed that you overlook nol the many precious 
mercies which the people of Cad enjoy amidft all thei 
OO oe ER Ee 3 
* It is a pity that our tears, upon the account of our 
troubles ſhould lo blear and blind our eyes, that we 
hould not ſee our mercies and grounds of comfort. 
ill not inſiſt upon the mercy of having your lives 
iven you for a prey; nor yet upon the many outward 
comforts, temporal conveniencies, and accommodations, 
which you enjoy, even above what Chriſt and his preci- 
e pf whom the, warld wn dien 
K ut, what ſay you to pardon of ſin, iptereſt in 
(rhe „the covenant of promiſe, and an eternity of 
zappineſs in the preſence of God, after a ſew days are 
over? O that ever a people intitled to ſuch werciez 
ſhould drop under any temporal affliction, or. be ſo 
much conceroed. for the frowns of men, and ofs of 
' frifles! You have not the ſmiles of great men, but you 
have the favour of the great God: You 1 


— 


| | / £ it Mm ay 
: be, caſt back in your eſtates, but thereby Jurthered in 
l - dirituals. Your capnot live fo braycly, plentifully, 
| and cabily, as belote, but | 


\* heavenly as ever. Will you 
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theſe circumſtantials, as ta forget your ſubſiantials? 
Shall light troubles make you forget weighty mercies? 
Remember the church's true riches are laid, out of the 
reach of all its enemies. They may make you poor, 
but not miſerable, What though God do not diſtin- 
uin in bis outward diſpenſations betwixt bis own and 
others? Yea, what though his judgments ſingle out the 
beſt, and ſpare the worſt? What though an Abel. be 
killed in love, and a Cain ſurvive in hatred; a bloody 
Dionyſius die in his bed, and a good Jah fall in battle? 
What though the belly of the wicked be filled with hid 
treaſures, and the teeth of the ſaints broken with grayel- 
ſtones? yet ſill here is much matter of praile ; for elect- 
ing love hath diſtinguiſhed, though common Providence 
did not; and whilſt proſperity and impunity flay the 
wicked, even ſlaying and adverſity ſhall benefit and ſays - 
the righteous. _ 1 | 
+ Believe, that how low ſoever the church be plunged 
under the waters of adverſity, it ſhall aſſuredly riſe again, 
Fear not, for as ſure as Chriſt aroſe the third day, not- 
withſtanding the ſeal and watch that was upon him, ſo 
lure the church ſhall ariſe out of all her troubles, and 
lift up its vidtoriaus head above its enemies: There is 
no fear of ruining that people that thrive by their loſſes, 
and multiply by being diminiſhed. O be not too 
uick to bury the church before ſhe be dead; ſtay till 
-briſt bath tried his ſkill, before you give it up for loſt; 
The buſh may be all in a flame, but ſhall never be con- 
ſumed, and that becauſe of the good-will of him that 
dwelleth in the buſh.  _ | a 
4. Record the famous inflances of God's care aud tet 
drneſs over his people in former Hraits. Chriſt hath: not 
(uffered it to be devoured yet; for above theſe 1600 
years the Chriſtian church bath lived in affliction, and 
yet it is not conſumed; Many a wave of perſecution 
hath gone over it, and yet it is not drowned; Many 
deſigns to ruin. it, and hitherto, none hath proſpered; 

This is not the firſt time that Hanaus and Ale! 
have plotted its ruin; thay an Herad bath ſtreiche wut | 
| "SY | as 
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his hand to vex it. Still it hath been preſerved from, 
ſupported under, or delivered out of all its trouble, 
And is it not as dear to God as ever? Is he not 23 
able to ſave it now as formerly, though we know not 
whence deliverance ſhould ariſe, yet the Lord know. 
eth how to deliver the godly out of temptations,” 1 Pet, 
VI. 9. | f 

5 If you can fetch no comfort from any of the former 
arguments, then in the laſt place, Try whether you can- 
not draw ſome comfort out of your very trouble. Surely 
this trouble of yours is a good argument of your integ- 
rity. Union is the ground of ſympathy; if you had 
not ſome rich adventure in that ſhip, you would not 
tremble as you do when it is in danger: Beſides that frame 
of ſpirit may afford you this argument, that if you be 
ſo ſenſible of the church's troubles, Jeſus Chriſt is much 
more ſenſible and ſolicitous about it than you can be; 


and he will have an eye of favour upon them that mourn 
for it, Iſa. Ilvii. 18. ; | 


4. © The fourth ſpecial ſeaſon for expreſſing our utmoſt 


dil igence in keeping our hearts, is the time of dangerand 
public diſtraction: In ſuch times the beſt hearts are 
but too apt to be ſurpriſed by flaviſh fear, it is not 
* ealy to ſecure the heart againſt diſtraction in the times 
of common diſtract ion. If Syria be confederate with 
* Ephraim, how do the hearts of the houſe of David 
© ſhake, even as the trees of the wood which are ſhaken 
with the wind, Ifa. vii. 2. When there are ominous 
* ſigns in the heavens, on the earth diſtreſs of nations, 
with perplexity, the ſeas and wayes roaring, then the 
hearts of men fail for fear, and for looking after thole 
things which are coming upon the earth, Luke xxi. 
*25, 26. Even a Paul himſelf may ſometimes complain 


* of fightings within, when there ate fears without." 


2 Cor. vil. 5. I 
But, my brethren, theſe things ovght not to be ſo; 


ſaints ſhould be of a more raiſed ſpirit : So was David 


when his heart was kept in a good frame, Pſa]. xxvil. 1. 


* The Lord is my light and my ſalvation, _ 1 


| 


, 
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tear? The Lord is the ſtrength of my life, of whom 


hall 1 be afraid?* Let none but the ſervants of ſin 
be the flaves of fear: Let them that have delight in 
evil, fear evil. O let not that which God hath threat- 
ened as a judgment upon the wic*ed, ever ſeize upon 
the breaſts of the righteous; © I will ſend (faith God) 


« faintneſs into their hearts in the land of their enemies, 


and the ſound of a ſhaking leaf ſhall chaſe them,” 
Lev. xxvi. 36, O what poor ſpirited men are theſe, to 
fly at a ſhaking leaf! which makes a pleaſant and not 
a terrible noiſe, and is in itſelf a kind of natural muſic! 
but to a guilty conſcience, the whiſtling leaves are 
drums and trumpets: But God hath not given us the 
* ſpirit of fear: but of love, and of a ſound mind,” 
2 Tim. i. 7. A ſound mind, as it ſtands there in op- 
poſition to the ſpirit of fear, is an unwounded conſci- 
ence, not infirmed by guilt; and this ſhould make a 
man as bold as a lion. I know it cannot be ſaid of a 
faint what God ſpake of Leviathan, that he is made 
without fear: There is a natural fear in every man, 
and it is as impoſſible to be wholly put off, as the bo- 
dy itſelf is: Tis a perturbation of the mind, ariſing from - 
the apprehenſion of approaching danger; and, as long as 
dangers can approach us, we ſhall find ſome perturba- 
tions within us. It is not my purpole to commend to 
you a ſtoical apathy, nor yet to take you off from ſuch 
a degree of cautional preventive fear, as may fit you 
for troubles, and be ſerviceable to your ſouls. There 
is a provident fear that opens our eyes to foreſee danger, 
and quickens to a prudent and lawful uſe of means to 
prevent it; ſuch was Jacob's fear, Gen. xxxii. 7, 9, 10, 
&c, But it is the fear of difidence. 1 perſuade you 
to keep your hearts from that tyrannical paſſion which 
invades the heart in times of danger, diſtradts, weakens, 
and unfits the heart for duty, drives men upon unlaw- 
tul means, and brings a ſnare with it. | 

5. The fifth ſeaſon to exert this diligence in keeping 
the heart, is the time of ſtraits and outward pinching 
wants; although at ſuch times we ſhould „ 

od, 
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God, .and not of Gad, *the throne. of grace being 
erected for a time of need, Heb, iv. 16. yet when the. 
waters of relief run low, and wants begin 10 pinch 
hard, how prone are the beſt hearts to diſtruſt the 
fountain! when the meal in the barrel, and ail in the 
crufe are almoſt ſpent, our faith and patience are almoſt 
ſpent too; now it is difficult to keep down the proud 
and unbelieving heart in an holy quietudle and ſweet 
ſubmiſſian at the foot of God. Tan caſy thing ta 
talk of truſting God for daily bread while we have a full 
barn or pace; but to fay as the Prophet, Hab. iii, 17, 
Though the fig-tree ſhould not bloſſom, neither 


* fruit be in the vine, eic. yet I will rejoice in the 


Naw, to ſecure the beart from the Jangers attending 
this condition, the following conſideration, , through 
the bleſſing of the Spirit, may prove effeual. _ 

Jour condition is not Gingular : though you have hi- 
therto been rangers to wants, atber, laints have daily 
cConverſed, and been familiarly acquainted with them, 


Hear what bleſſed Paul ſpeaks, not of bimſelf only, but 


1a the names of other ſaints reduced ta like exigencies, 
1 Cor. iv. 11, *Even to this preſent hour we both 
hunger and thirſt, aod are naked, and buffetted, and 
have no certain dwelling place,” To ſeg fuck a man 
as Paul going up and down the world. with a naked 
back, and empty belly, and not a boule to put bis 
head in, one that was fo far above thee. in grace and 
holinels, one that did more ſervice to God in a day, 
than pechaps thou haſt done all thy days, and yet thou 
repines as if hardly dealt with. Have N 
what neceſſities and ſtraits even a Dauid hath ſuffer- 
ed? how great were. his ſtraits and neceſſit ies? 1 Sam. 
xxv. 8. Give, | pray thee” (laith he to Nabal) * what- 
* ſoever cometh to thy hand, to thy ſervants and thy 
Son David.” Renowned Muſculus was forced to dig 
in the Town-ditch for a maintenance. Famous Ainſ- 
| worth as I have been credibly informed) was forced to 
ſell the bed be lay on to buy him e 
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ſpeak I of theſe? Behold, a greater than any of them, 
even the Son of God, who is heir of all things, and 
by whom the worlds were made, yet ſometimes would 
have been glad of any thing, having nothing to eat, 
Mark Xi, 12. And on the morrow when they were 
come from Bethany, be was hungry, and ſeeing a fig- 
tree afar off, having leaves, he came if haply hie might 
find any [any thing] thereon.” ol ARS 

Well then, bereby God hath ſet no mark of hatred 
upon you; neither can you infer the want of love 
from the want of bread, When, thy tepining , heart 
puts the queſtion, * Was there. ever any ſorrow like 
unto mine? Aſk theſe wofthies, and they will tell 
thee, though" they did not complain and fret as thou 
doſt, yet hes were driven to as great ſtraits as thou 
art; # . T 7 A 6 S743 | f 3 5 ; 
6. © The ſixth ſeaſon of expreſſing this diligence in 
* keeping the heart, is the ſeaſon of duty. hen we 
* draw near to God in public, private or ſecret duties, 
then it is time to look to the heart; for the vanity of 
* the heart ſeldom dilcovers itſelf more than at ſuch 
times. How oft doth the poor ſnul cry out, O Lord, 
* how fain would J ſerve thee, but vain thoughts will 
not let me. I came to open my heart to thee, - to de- 
* light my foul ig communion- with thee, but my cor- 
* ruptions have ſet upon me: Lord, raze off theſe 
* vain thoughts, and luffer them not to proſtitute the 
* foul which is eſpouſed to thee, before thy face. 
Ho the heart may be kept from diſtractions by vain 
thoughts, in the time of duty. | | 
| There is a two-fold: diſtraction or wandering of the 
heart in duties, (1.) Voluntaty and babiroal, Pfalm 
Ixxviii, 8. They let not their hearts aright, and their 
i was not ſtedfaſt with God.” This is the caſe of 
ormaliſts, and it proceeds from the ant of an holy 
bent and inclination. of the heart to God : their hearts 
are under the power of their luſts, and therefore it is 
ho wonder they go after their luſts, even when they are 
about holy things, Ezek. £xxiii.” 31. enn; 
ey a 
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and lamented diſtractions, Rom. vii. 21, 22. *I find 
then a law, that when would do good, evil is preſent 
* with me. O wretched man that I am, &c. This 
oceeds not from the want of an holy bent and aim, 
but from the weakneſs and imperfection of grace. And 
in this caſe the ſoul may make the like complaint againſt 
its own corruptions, that Abijah did againſt Jeroboam, 
2 Chron. xiii. 6, 7. * Yet Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat 
is riſen up againſt his Lord, when Rehoboam was 
young and tender-hearted, and could not withſtand 
them, and there are gathered unto him vain men the 
children of Bclial.” Grace bath a dominion, but luſts 
are mutinous and ſeditious, during the infancy thereof, 
But it is not my buſineſs to ſhew you how thele diſtrac. 
tions come into the heart, but rather how to get, and 
keep them out of the heart: in order whereto take 
the following helps. Ny 
he Sa eker yourſelves from all earthly employments, 
and let apart ſome time for ſolemn preparation to meet 
God in duty. You cannot come reeking hot out of 
the world into God's preſence, but you will find a tang 
of it in your duties, It is with the heart, a few mi- 
nutes ſince plunged in the world, now at the feet of 
God, juſt as with the ſea after a ſtorm, which ſtill con- 
tinues working, muddy and diſquieted, though the 
wind be laid, and ſtorm over: Thy beart muſt have 
lome time to ſettle, There are few muſicians that can 
take down a Jute, or viol, and play preſently upon it, 
without ſome time to tune it; there are few Chriſtians 
can preſently ſay, as Pſalm lvii. 7. * O my God, my 
heart is fixed,” O when thou goeſt to God in any 
duty, take thy heart aſide, and ſay, O my ſoul, I am 
no addrefling myſelf to the greateſt. works that ever 
a creature was employed about: I am going into 
the awful preſence of God, about buſineſs of everlaſting 
moment. Hy: 


Oh my ſoul! leave trifling now, be compoſed, watch- | 


ful, ſerious; this is no common work, it is God's - work, 


toul-work, -cternity-work: 1 am now going forth beat. 


10g 
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ing ſeed, which will bring ſorth fruit to life or death in 
the world to come. Pauſe a while upon thy fins, 
wants, troubles: ſteep thy thoughts a while in theſe, 
before thou addreſs thyſelf to duty. David firſt muſed, 


and then ſpake with his tongue, Pſalm xxxix. 3, 4. 


ſo Plalm Iv. 1, * My heart is inditing, &c. | 

2. Having compoſed thy heart by previous medita- 
tion, preſently ſet a guard upon thy ſenſes, ' How often 
are poor Chriſtians 1n danger of loſing the eyes of their 
mind by thoſe of their body? For this Joo covenanted - 
with his ſenſes, xxxi. 1. For this David prayed, 
Plalm cxix. 37. Turn away mine eyes from behald- 
ing vanity, and quicken thou me in thy way,” This 
may ſerve to expound that myſtical Arabian proverb, 


which adviſes to ſhut the windows, that the houſe 


may be light.” lt were excellent if you could ſay in 
your onſets upon duty, as an holy man once did, when 
he came off from duty. Be ſhut, O my eyes, be ſhut: 
for it is impoſſible you ſhould ever ſee ſuch beauty and 
ry in any creature, as I have now ſeen in God. 


0 | 
| 2 had need avoid all occaſions of diſtraction from 


without; for be ſure you will meet enough from 
within. Intention of ſpirit in the work of God, locks 
up the eye and ear againſt vanity. When Marcellus 
entered the gates of Syracuſe, Archimides was ſo in- 
tent about his mathematical ſcheme, that he took no 
notice of the ſoldiers when they entered his very 
ſtudy with drawa ſwords. A fervent cannot be a va- 
grant heart. 2 833 
3. Beg of God a mortified fancy. A working fancy 
(ſaith one) how much ſoever it be extolled among men, 
is a great ſnare to the ſoul; except it work in fellowſhip. 
with right reaſon, and a ſanfified heart. The phan-, 


taly is a power of the ſoul placed between the ſenſes 
and the underſtanding; it is that which firſt firs itſelf 
in the ſoul, and by its motions the other powers ae 
ſticred; it is the common ſhop where thoughts are firſt 
forged and framed ; and as this is, ſo are they: if ima- 
ginations be not 4irſt caſt down, it is impoſſible that 

| eos e 
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every thought of the heart ſhould be brought into obo- 
dience to Chrift, 2 Cor. x. 5. This fancy is naturall 
the wildeſt and moſt untameable power in the foul. 
Some Chriſtians (eſpecially ſuch as are of hot and gry 
conſtitutions) have much to do with it. 
And truly, the more ſpiritual the heart is, the more 
it is troubled about the vanity and wildnefs of it. 0 
what a fad thing is it, that the nobler ſoul muſt lackey 
vp and down after a vain roving fancy! that ſuch 2 
beggar ſhould ride on horſeback, and ſuch a prince run 
after it on foot! that it ſhould call off the ſoul from 
attendance upon God, when jt is moſt ſweetly engaged 
in communion with him, to proſecute fach vanities 
as it ſhall ſtart at ſuch times before it! Beg earneſtly 
of God, that the power of ſanctificat ion may once 
come upon it. Some Chriſtians have attained ſuch a 
degree of ſanctification of their fancies, that they have 
had much ſweetneſs left upon their hearts by the ſpiri- 
| tual workings of it in the night ſeaſon. When thy 
fancy is more mortified, thy thoughts will be more or- 
OE fr er opt Panto hiriiebowe'. 

4. If thou wouldſt keep thy heart from thoſe vain 
excurſions, realize to thyſelf by faith the holy and awful 
preſence of God in duties. 

If the preſence of a grave man will compoſe us to 
ſeriouſneſs, how much more the preſence of an holy 
God? Thinkeſt thou thy ſoul durſt be fo gariſh and 
light, if the ſenſe of a divine eye were upon it? Re- 
member, the place where thou art, is the place of bis 
| feet, Iſa. Ix. 13. Act faith upon the omniſciency of 
God; All the churches ſhall know that 1 am he that 
* ſearcheth the heart, and trieth the reins, and will give 
to every one of you according to your works,” Rev. 
i. 23. All things are naked and open to the eyes of 
him with whom we have to do,“ Heb. iv. 13. Realize 
his infinite holineſs. © Into what a ſerious compoſed 
- frame did the fight of God in his holineſs put the ſpirit 
of the Prophet, Ha. vi. 5. Labour to get alſo upon thy 
heart due apprehenfions of the (greatneſs of God, ſoch 
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as Abraham had, Gen. xi. 27. I that am but duſt 
and aſhes, have taken upon me to ſpeak to God.” 
And laſtly, remember the jealouſy of God, how tender 
he is over his worſhip, Lev. x. 3. And Moſes ſaid 
«* unto Aaron, This is that the Lord ſpake, ſaying,c] 
vill be ſanctiſied in them that come nigh me, and be · 
fore all the people I will be glorified,”  - + bg 
7. * The ſeventh ſeaſon calling for more than com- 
mon diligence. to keep the heart, is, when we receive 
* jqjuries and abuſes: from men: - ſuch is the depraved - 
* nels and corruption of man in his colapſed ſtate, that 
one man is become a wolf, a tyger to another; they 
* are as the Prophet complains, i. 14. As the 
* fiſhes of the ſea, and as the creeping things that have 
* no rule over them.” And as wicked men are cruel 
* and oppreſſive one to another, ſo they conſpire toge- 
ther to abuſe. and wrong the people of God, as the 
 * (ame Prophet complains, verle 13. Tbe wicked 
devoureth the man that is more righteous than he,” 
Now when we are thus abuſed and. wronged, it is 
hard to keep the heart from revengeful motions, to 
make it meekly and quietly to commit the cauſe to 
bim that judgeth righteouſly, to exerciſe no other 
affect ion but pity towards them that abuſe us. Surel 
* the (pirit that is in us luſteth to revenge; but it m 
not be ſo; you have choice helps in the goſpel to 
keep down your hearts from ſuch ſinful - motions 
f N your enemies, and to ſweeten your imbitter'd 
ſpirits. . 


ow a Chriſtian may keep his heart from revenge · 
* ful motions, under the greateſt injuries and abuſes from 
| men, $6 3 


The goſpel indeed allows a liberty to vindicate our 
innocency, and aſſert our rights, but not to vent out 
corruptions, and invade God's right; when therefore 
thou findeſt thy heart begin to be inflamed by revenge · 
ful motions, preſently apply the following remedies; 
and the firſt is this. E . 


Urs 5 7 1. Un 
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1. © Urge upon thy heart the ſevere prohibitions of 
© revenge by the law of God,” e deen 
Remember that this is forbidden fruit, how pleaſing 
nd luſcious ſoever it be to our vitiated appetites, 
faith nature, revenge is ſweet, O Hut, ſaith God, 
the effects thereof ſhall be bitter. How plainly hath 
God interdited this fleſh- pleaſing fin, Prov. xxix. 22. 
Bay not, 1 win evil, Prov. xxiv. 22. 
© Say not I will do ſo to him as he hath done to me. 
Rom. xi. 17. *Recompenſe no man evil for evil. 
and verſe 19. * Avenge not yourſelves, but rather 
give place to Wrath.“ Nay, that is not all; but, Prov. 
XXV. 21. [f thine enemy hunger, feed him: If he 
©thirſt, give him drink.” The words, feed lim, as 
critics obſerve, {ſignifies to feed cheerfully and tenderly, 


as birds do their young ones. The ſcripture is a great 
friend to the peace and tranquillity of human ſocieties, 


which can never be preſerved; if revenge be not depo- 
ſed. Tt was wont to be an argument urged by 
Chriſtians, to prove their religion to be {apernatural 


nature; and verily it is a thouſand pities ſuch an argu- 


ment ſhould be Joſt. Well then, awe your hearts with 
the authority of God in theſe rb ines and when car- 
nal reaſon ſaith, mine enemy deſerves to be hated, let 
conſcience reply, but doth God deferve to be diſobeyed? 
Thus, and thus hath he done, and ſo be hath wronged 
me; but What hath God done that 1 ſhould mw 

him? If he dare be ſo bold as to break the precept? | 
he fears not to wrong me, ſhall not I fear to wrong 


_ God? Okt the fear of God's threatning repreſs ſuch 


ſinful motions. 

2. Set before your eyes the moſt eminent patterns of 
meekneſs and "forgiveneſs, that your ſouls may fall in 
love with it. f ee | Fe, 

This is the way to cut off thoſe common pleas of the 
fleſh for revenge; as thus, no man would bear ſuch an 
affront. Yes, ſuch and ſuch have born as bad and 
worſe, 1 ſhall be reckoned a-coward, a fool, if 1 pals 
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by this: no matter, as long as I follow the examples 
of the wiſeſt and holieſt men; never did any ſuffer 
more greater abuſes from men than Chniſt did, and 
never did any carry it more peaceabiy and forgivingly, 
If, liii. 7. He was oppreſſed, and be was afflifted, 
«yet he opened not his mouth: He is brought as a 
Lamb to the ſlaughter,” & e. This pattern the Apoſtle 
ſets before you for your imitation, 2 Pet. ii. 21, 22, 23. 
For even hereunto are ye called, becauſe Chriſt alio 
« (uffered for us, leaving us an example, that we ſhould 
follow his ſteps; | Who, when be was reviled, 'reviled 
© not again; when he ſuffered, he thfeatened not, but 
© committed himſelf to him that yudgeth Tighteouſly,” 
To be of a-meek forgiving ſpirit, is Chriſt-Hke, God- 
like; Then (hall you be the children of your Father 
© which is in heaven; For he maketh his ſun to riſe 
upon the evil and upon the good, and ſendeth rain 
on the juſt and on the unjuſt,” Matt. v. 45. How 
eminently alſo did the Spirit of Chriſt reſt upon his 
apoſtles? Never were - there ſuch men upon earth ſor 
true excellency of ſpirit. None were ever abuſed more, 
or ſuffered their abuſes better. Being reviſed (ſay they) 
we bleſs; being perſecuted, we ſuffer it; being de- 
© famed, we entreat,” 1 Cor. iv. 12, 1. 
| have often heard it reported of holy Mr. Dodd, 
that when one enraged' at his cloſe convincing doctrine, 
picked a quarrel with him, ſmote him on the face, 
and daſhed ont two of his teeth: This.meek ſervant of 
Chriſt ſpat out the teeth and blood into his hand, and 
laid, See here, you have knocked out two of my 
* teeth, and that without any juſt provocation; but, 
on condition I might do your ſoul good, I would 
* give you leave to daſh out all the reſt. Here is the 
excellency of a Chriſtian's ſpirit, above all the attain- 
ments of moral heathens: Though they were excellent 
at many other things, yet they could never attain this 
forgiving ſpirit. | . 
3. Conſider well the· quality of the perſon that hath 
wronged thee, Either he is a good man, or a wicked 
, | FL man, ; 
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man, that hath done thee the injury: if be be a good 
man, there is light and tenderneſs in his conſcience, 
and that will bring him at laſt to a ſenſe of the evil he 
hath. done; however Chriſt hath forgiven him greater 
injuries than theſe, and why ſhouldſt not thou? WII 
not Chriſt upbraid him with any of thoſe wrongs done 
to him, but frankly forgives them all, and wilt thou 
take him by the throat for ſome petty abuſe that he hath 
E 2-41 1 12347 he 
Or is he a wicked man? If ſo, truly you had more 
need to exerciſe pity than revenge towards him, and 
that upon a double account: For (.) He is beſide 
himſelf, ſo: indeed is | every unconverted ſinner, Luke 
xv. 17, Should you go into Bedlam, and there hear 
one rail at you, another mock you, and a third threat- 
en you, would you ſay, I will be revenged upon them? 
No, you would rather go away pitying them. Alas, 
poor creatures, they are out of their wits, and know 
not what they do, | Beſides, (2.) There is a day 
a-coming,. if they repent not, they will have. more 
miſery than you can find in your hearts to wiſh them; 
you need not ſtudy revenge, God's vengeance fleepeth 
not, and will ſhortly take place upon them, and is not 
that enough? Have they not an eternity of miſery com- 
ing? If they repent not, this muſt be the portion of 
their cup, and if ever they do repent, they will be reacy 
to make you reparation, — | /\ | 

4. Seriouſly propound this queſtion to thy own hearl, 
have I got any good by the wrongs and injuries received, or 
have I not? If they have done you no good, turn the 
revenge upon yourſelves: O that I ſhould have ſuch a 
bad heart, that can get no good out of ſuch troubles! 
O that my ſpirit ſhould be ſo unlike to Chriſt's! The 
patience and meekneſs of other Chriſtians have turned 
all the injuries thrown at them into precious ſtones; 
the ſpirits of others have been raiſed in bleſſing God 
when they have been loaden with reproaches by the 
world, they have bound them as an ornament to their 
necks. i 
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If you bave got any good by them, if the reproaches 
and wrongs you have received, have made you ſearch 
your hearts the more, watch your ways the more 
narrowly ; if their wronging you, have made you fee 
how you have wronged God; then let me ſay for 
them, as Paul did for himſelf, Pray forgive them thi. 
wrong. | 

What, can you find not an heart to forgive one that 
bath been inſtrumental uf ſo much good to you? That 
is ſtrange! What though they meant it for evil? Yet, 
if God hath turned it to good, you have no more rea- 
ſon to rage againſt the inſtrument, than he had who 
received a wound from his enemy, which only brake 
and let out that impoſthume, which otherwiſe had been 
his death. _ 1 

5. Laſtly, Let the conſideration of the day of the Lord, 
which draweth nigh, withhold your hearts from aniicipating 
it by afts of revenge. | OO 

Why are you o quick? Is not the Lord at hand, 
to avenge all his abuled ſervants? Be patient therefore 
my brethren, unto the coming of the Lord: behold _ 
the huſbandman waiteth,” &c. Be ye alfo patient, 
for the coming of the Lord draws nigh. Grudge 
not one againſt another, brethren, leſt ye be con- 
demned. Behold the Judge ſtandeth at the door,” 
Jam. v. 7, 8, 9. This text affords three arguments 
gainſt revenge. (1.) The Lord's near approach. (2.) 
The example of the huſbandman's patience. (3.) The 
danger we draw upon ourſelves by anticipating God's 
judgment; Vengeance is mine, faith the Lord:“ 
And he will diſtribute juſtice more equally and impar- 
tially than you can. They that believe they bave a God 
to right them, will not ſo much wrong themſelves as to 
avenge their own wrongs. | - 

8. © The cighth ſeaſon in which we are in danger of- 
'lofing our hearts, is, when we meet with great croſſes 
and provocations; then ſinful paſſion is apt to tranſ- 
port the heart. It is the fault of many good men, 
'to de of haſty and quick ſpirits when provoked, 
| | * though 
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though they dare not concoct anger into malice, for 
* that would be a note of wickedneſs, yet are they very 
incident to ſudden anger, which is a fign of weakug, 
© Beza in the life of Calvin, obſerves, that he was of 
© a keen and haſly ſpirit: And he that writes the life of 
great Cameron, ſaith, That his anger was foon ſtirred 
© towards his near and familiar friends; but then he 
© would ſoon depoſe it, and acknowledge his weaknef,, 
Alas, when provocations and trials of our patience 
come, we know not what ſpirits we are of.” 
The bumble 1s ever the patient man. Pride 1s the 
root of paſſion; a lofty will be a ſurly ſpirit : bladders 
blown up with wind, will not lie cloſe together; but 
prick them, and you may pack a thouſand in a ſmall 
room: * Only by pride cometh contention,' Proy, 
xiii. 10. When we over-rate ourſelves, then we think 
we are unworthily treated by others, and that provokes, 
And here (by the way) take notice of one great benefit 
of acquaintance with your own hearts, even the meeł - 
ning and calming of your ſpirits. . Chriſtian, methinks 
thou ſhouldſt know ſo much by thyſelf, that it is im- 
| poſſible any ſhould lay thee lower, or have baſer 
thoughts of thee than thou haſt of thyſelf. Some ren- 
der the original of that text, Hab. ii. 5. thus; The 
proud man is as he that tranſgreſſeth by wine: and 
_ drunkards you know are quarrelſome. get more 
humility and that will bring you more peace. 
Wrath and ftrife are hugely oppoſite to the frame 
and temper of a ſpiritual heart, becauſe inconliſtent 
with the delight and contentment of that dove-like 
ſpirit, which loves a ſedate and quiet breaſt. O faith 
a ſoul that feeds upon the ſweet communion of the 
ſpirit, ſhall the ſparkles of provocations now catch in 
my paſſions, and raiſe ſuch a ſmoke in my ſoul, as will 
offend and drive away the Comforter from me? This 
is fo effetual a remedy againſt paſſion, that I durſt 
, moſt venture in a Chriſtian of » baſty nature, {0 
make long-ſuffering a ſign of communion with God. 
Seeſt thou ſuch a Chriſtian quiet and calm under pio 
| . ; vocations 
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vocations, it is very like bis ſoul feeds upon ſuch 
(weetneſs in God, as he is loth to leave: And, on the 
other fide, feeſt thou a Chriſtiah turhulent and clathiof- | 
ous? doubtleſs all is not well within; bis Spirit is like 
a bone out of joint, which cannot move without pain 
or 9. 175 ; 

* The ninth ſeaſon of exerting of greateſt dil 
bee is the critical hour of temptation, wherein 

an lays cloſe ſiege to the fort- royal of a Chriſtian's 
© heart, 200 often ſurpriſes for want of watehſulneſs: 
„To keep thy heart now, is no ſeſs a mercy than a 
© duty ; few Chriſtians are fo well ſkilled in detecting 
the fallacies, and retorting the arguments by which 
Satan uſes to draw them to ſin, as to come off ſaſe in 
* thoſe encounters. Watch and pray (ſaith our Lord) 
* left ye enter into temptation, Mark xiv. 38. Even an 
eminent David und a wiſe Solomon have ſmarted for 
© their careleſsneſs at ſuch a time as this.” 

Now there ate arguments by which Satan ſubtilty 
infinuates and winds in the temptation; in which 
ſhall offer thee ſome halpe for the keeping of thy heart, 
Aud. 

1. The firſt argument is dran from the pleaſure of 

lin. O (faith Satan) here is pleaſure to be enjoyed; 
the temptation comes with 'a ſmiling countenance, 
and charming voice. What, art thou ſo flegmatick 
and a dull ſoul, as not to feel the powerful charms 
of 8 Who can with- hold hitnſelf from ſuch 
delights? | 

ow thine heart may be kept from the danger of this 
temptation, by tetorting this argument of pleaſure upon 
the tempter; which is done two'ways. | 

1. Thou telleſt me, Satan, that ſin is pleaſant; be 
it ſo: But ate the grips of conſcience, and the flames | 
of hell, ſo too? Is it pleaſant to feel the wounds and 
throbs of conſcience? If fo, why did Peter weep — | 
bitterly? Matt. 'xxvi. 75. Why did David cry out 
of broken bones? Palm Hi. I — what thou ſayeſt of. 
the pleaſure of ſin, and have read what David bath 
"IS. OY 20 laid | 
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ſaid of the tertible effects of ſin in his pſalm to bring 


to remembrance, Plalm xxxviii. 2. Thine arrows 
* ſtick faſt in me, and thy hand preſſethi me lore, yer, ;, 
There is no ſoundneſs in my fleſh, becauſe of thine 
Langer; neither is there any reſt in my bones, be. 
_ © cauſe of my fin, verſe 4. For mine iniquities are 
gone over mine head; as an heavy burden they are 
too heavy for me. verſe 5, My wounds ſtink and 
are corrupt, becauſe of my fooliſhneſs, verſe 6. 
am troubled, I am bowed down greatly, I go mourn- 
ing all the day long. verſe 7. My loins are filled 
with a loathſome diſeaſe, and there is no ſoundneſs 
in my fleſh. verſe 8. I am feeble and fore broken, 
9 Look roared by reaſon of the dilquietneſs of my 
© heart, 


| Here I ſee the true face of fin; if I yield to thy temp- 


tation, I muſt either feel theſe pangs of conſcience, or 
the flames of hell. | 


2. What talkeit thou of the pleaſure of, fin? When 


by experience | know there is more true pleaſure in the 


mortification,. than can be in the commiſſion of fin; 


O how ſweet is it to pleaſe God, to obey conſcience, 
to preſerve inward peace, to be able to fay, In this 
trial I have diſcovered the ſincerity of my heart; now | 
know I fear the Lord, now I ſee that I truly hate fig. 
Hath fin any ſuch delights as this? This will choke that 
temptation. . {obey ran eter 
2. The ſecond argument is drawn from the ſecrecy 
of ſin: O (faith Satan) this fin will never dilgrace thee 
abroad, none ſhall know it. 5 „ 
This argument ſhall be retorted, and the heart ſe- 
cured thus: Thou ſayeſt, none ſhall know 1t; but, 
Satan, canſt thou find-a place void of the divine Pre- 
ſence for me to fin in? Thus Job ſecured his heart 
from this temptation, Job xxxi. 4. Doth he not ler 
my ways, and count all my ſteps?' Therefore be 
makes a covenant with his eyes, verſe 1. After the 
ſame manner Salomon teacheth us to retort this temp- 
tation, Prov. v. 20, 21. And why, my ſon, 2 
r ws + thou 
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thou be taviſhed with a ſtrange woman, and embrace 
the boſom of a ſtranger? For the ways of man are 
* before the eyes of -the Lord, and be pondereth all 
„his goings.” What if I hide it from the eyes of all 
the world for the preſent, [ cannot hide it 2 God: 
and the time is at hand, when all the world ſhall know 
it too; for the word affores me, Luke vin. 17. That 
* what is done now in ſecret ſhall be proctuimed as 12 21 
* the houſe-top.” + 

3. The third ar gument by which Satan tempteth to 
ſin, is taken — he gain and profit ariſing out of it: 
Why ſo nice and ſcrupulous, it is but to ſtreteh con- 
ſcience a little, and thou mayeſt make 3 WOW Is 
thy pennen cnt e 2996 | 
| The beart may be kept from falling into this e 2 

ous ſnare, by retortin * temptation thus, But what 
- © profit ec it be if > man ſhould gain the whole 
world and loſe his om ſoul? Or, what ſhall a man 
give in exchange for bis ſoul?” Matt. 'xvii. 26. 0 my 
ſoul, my pfewious ſoul! ſhall I hazard thee for all the 
good that is in this world? There is an immortal ſpirit 
dwelling in this fleſhly tabernacle, of more value than 
al earthly things, which muſt live to all eternity, when 
this world ſhall lie in white aſhes: A ſoul for which 
Jeſus Chriſt ſhed his precious and invaluable blood: I 
was ſent into this world to provide for this ſoul; indeed 
God bath alſo committed to me the care of my 
body, but with this difference: A maſter commits 
two things to à ſervant, the child and child's clothes; 
will the maſter thank the ſervant, if he plead, I have 
_ oy clothes, but I have neglected the life of the 
chi 85 

4. The fourth argument is drawn from the ſmallneſs 
of the ſin; It is But a little one, a ſmall matter, 6 
trifle, who would ſtand upon ſuch niceties? 

This argument may be retorted three ways. 

1. But he Majeſty of heaven a little one too? If 
| commit n, I [muſt offend and wrong a great God, 
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x2 2. 1 


3s. FLAVELL'S $AINT' INDEED. 
2. Is there any little hell to torment little ſinnets jn? 


Are not the leaſt ſinners there filled with the fullneſs of 


wrath? O there is great wrath treaſured up for ſuch as 
the world counts little ſinners. 
3. The lefs fin, the leſs inducement to commit it: 
w t, ſhall 1 break with God for a trifle? deſtroy my 
e, wound my conſcience, grieve the ſpirit, and all 
gf for nothing? O what madneſs is this? 

5. The fifth argument is drawn from the grace of 
God, and hopes of pardon,” Come, God will paſs by 
this as an iofirmity, he wi not be ig 10 mark | it, 
Bat Nay, my heart, 
Where do I fad s promiſe of morey to preſump- 
1 ſinners ? Indeed, for involuntary ſurpriſals, un- 
avoidable and lamented inſirmities, thete is a pardon of 
courſe, hut where is the promiſe. to daring ſinner, 
that ſins upon preſumption of pardon? Pauſe a while 

my ſoul wpon-that Scripture, Nuwb,-xv.427,30. And 

6 + a ſoul fin through ignorance, then- 10 all brigg.a 
* ſhe-goat of the-firſt year for a ſin · oſſeri t 
the ul that doth ought preſumptu N 
*.reproacheth the Lonks and that Jopl hall be cut off 
from among his people.” 
2. If God be a God < lo nnch mercy, bow cin 
abuſe ſo good a God? Shall I take ſo glorious an attri- 
bute as the mercy of Gol is, aod abuſe it unto fin? 
Shall I wrong i becauſe he is good? or ſhould not 
rather the good neſs of God lead me to- repentance? 
Rom. ii. 4. There is mercy with thee, that thou may 'ſt 
* N Pſalm. xxx. 4. 

Laſtiy, Sometimes Satan encourages. to ſin from ibe 

xamples of good and holy men. Thus and thus 

e they ſinned, and been reſtoted, therefore this 

may conſiſt with grace, and thou be ſaved nevertle- 
leſs. The danger of this temptation is avoided, and 
the heart ſecured, by retorting the Argument theſe three 
ways. 

1. Though good men way commit the lame ſin ma. 
Wy: which I am tempted to, yet did ever * 
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man venture to fin upon ſuch a ground and encourage- 


ment as this? | 1 3 
2. Did God record theſe examples for my imitation, 
or for my warning? Are they not (et as ſea-marks, 
that 1 may avoid the rocks upon which 1 
1 Cor. x. 6. * Now theſe were our examples, to t 
intent we ſhould not luſt after evil things, as they allo 
« luſted.” r . 
3. Am 1 willing to feel what they felt by ſin? O 
dare not follow them in the ways of fin! Jeſt God 
plunge me into the depths of horror, into which. be caſt 
them. it... Seb 
Thus learn to keep your hearts in the hour of temp- 
tation from fin. OY ET ERR ͤ 354 
10. * The tenth ſpecial ſeaſon 70, keep the heart roith 
* all diligence, is the time of ſpiritusl darkoels and 
* doubting, when it is with the, ſoul, as it is with 
Haul in his dangerous voyage, neither ſun, nor moon, 
* nor (tar appears for many days; when by reaſon of 
the hidings of God's face, the prevalency of corrup- 
tion, and the inevidence of grace, the ſoul is eyen 
* ready to give up all its hopes and comforts for laſt, to 
* draw ſad and deſperate concluſions upon itſelf, to call 
its former comforts vain deluſions, its grace hypocriſy. 
* When the ſerene and elear heavens ate overcaſt with 
dark clouds, yea, filled with thunders, and horrible 
© tempeſts; when the poor penſive ſoul fits down and 
* weeps for this ſad lamentation, My hope is periſhed 
* from the Lord. Now to keep the heart from finking 


in ſuch a day as this, to enable to maintain its on ſin- 


* cerity, is a matter of great difficulty. | 
The general truths requiſite for poor doubting ſouls to 
be acquainted with, are theſe, 2 
. That every working, and appearance of hypocriſy, 
doth not preſeutly prove the perſon in whom it is, to 
be a hypocrite. Tou muſt carefully diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the , preſence and predominacy of hy poctiſy: 
There are remains of deceitfulneſs in the beſt hearts; 
David, and Peter had ſad experience of it; yet the 
7 ſtanding 
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ſtanding frame and general bent of the heart being up- 
right, it did not denominate them hypocrites. __ * 
2. That we ought as well to hear what can be ſaid 
for us, as againſt us. It is the ſin of opright hearts, 
ſometimes to uſe an over - rigid and mercileſs ſeverity 
againſt themſelves: They do not indifferently confider 
the cafe of their own fouls. It is in this caſe, as Solo- 
mon ſpeaks in another, Prov. xii. 7. Tbere is that 
* maketh himſelf rich, and yet hath nothing; and there 
vis that maketh himſelf poor, and yet hath great riches," 
It is the damning fin of the ſelf-flattering hypocrite, to 
make his condition better than it is: And it is the fin 
and folly of fome upright ones, to make their condition 
worle than indeed it is. Why ſhould you be ſuch 
enemies to your own peace, to read over the evidences 
of God's love to your fouls, as a man doth a' book 


which be intends to confute?' why do you ſtudy to 


find evaſions, to turn off thoſe comforts which are due 
to you? It is ſaid of Foſeph, that he was minded io 


put away his eſpouſed Mary, not knowing that that 
holy thing which was conceived in her was by the 


holy Ghoſt ; and this may be your caſe: A third truth 


is this. M4 


3. That many a faint hath charged and condemned 
bimſelf for that, which God will never cbarge bim with, 
nor condemn him for, Why haſt thou hardened our 


hearts from” thy fear?” (faith the church) Ita. Ixii. 17. 
And yet the verſe before manifeſts that thrir hearts were 
not ſo hardened. Godly Bradford wrote himſelf a hy- 


pocrite, a painted ſepulchre, yet doubtleſs God acquit- 
wd-hich of , TT.! 8 
4. Lay, Whatever our fin or trouble be, it ſhould 


rather drive us to God, than from God: Pſalm xxv. 11. 
Pardon my fin; for it is great.” Suppole it be true, 


that thou haſt ſo and ſo finned, that thou art thus long 
and ſadly deſerted, yet it is a falſe inference that there- 
fore thou ſhouldſt be diſcouraged, as if there were no 
help for thee in thy God. | 0, 

a | AA. 11. The 
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11. The eleventh ſpecial ſeaſon, calling for this dili- 
© oence to keep our hearts, is, when ſufferings for reli- 
gion come to an height, then look to your hearts, 
Mat. xxiv. 8, 9, 10. All theſe are the beginning of 
ſorrows. And they ſhall deliver you up to be afflicted, 
* and ſhall kill you; and ye ſhall be hated of all na- 
tions for my name's ſake; and then ſhall many be 
* offended.” The ſufferings for religion grow hot, 
© then bleſſed is he that is not offended in Chriſt. 
Troubles are then at an height, 1. When a man's 
© neareſt friends and relations forſake and leave him, 
Mic. vii. 5, 6. 2 Tim. iv. 16. When a man is engaged 
„alone. 2. When temptations are preſented to us in 
* our ſufferings, Heb. xi. 37. 4. When eminent 
* perſons for profeſſion turn aſide, and | deſert the cauſe 
„of Chriſt, 2 Tim. ji. 19. 5. When God hides his 
ace in a. ſuffering hour, = xvii. 17. 6. When 
„Satan falls upon us with ſtrong temptations, to queſ- 
tion the grounds of our ſufferings, or the ſoul's in- 
* tereſt in Chriſt, Now it is hard to keep the heart 
* from turning back, and the ſtzps from dechaing God's 
"Ras: 45-4 . WY 13 
Ho the heart may be kept ſrom relapſing under the 
greateſt; ſufferings for religion? If the bitterneis of ſuf- 
erings at any time caule the ſoul to diflaſte the way of 
God, and take up thoughts of forlaking it, ſtay thine 
heart under that temptation, by propounding theſe 
queſtions ſolemnly to it. Rs (8 
1, What reproach and diſhonour ſhall I pour upon 
Chriſt and religion, by deſerting him at ſuch a time as 
this? This will proclaim to all the world, that how 
much ſoever I have boaſted of the promiles, yet when 
it comes to the trial, I dare hazard nothing upon the 
credit of them? And how will this open the mouths 
of Chriſt's enemies to blaſpheme? O better I had 
neyer been born, than that worthy name ſhould be 
blaſphemed through me! Shall 1, furniſh the triumphs 
of the uncircumcHed? Sball I make mirth in hell? O, 
If I did but value the name of Chriſt, as much as many 
FE N ; I 
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a wicked man values his own name, I would never en- 


Adrian the emperor, he preſented a petition to Adrian, 


the bloody ſweat in_tbe garden, witneſs that heart- 
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dure 10 ſee it expoſed to ſuch contempt. Will proud 
duft and athes venture death, yea, bell, rather than 3 
blot upon their name? And ſhall I venture nothing to 
fave be honour and reputation of Chriſt ? | | 

2, Is not the public intereſt of Chriſt and religion, 
ne | F.- oO jor TYP - ; a 
infinitely more than any private intereſt of my own? 
It is 4 famous. paſſage that of Terentius, captain to 


that the Chriſtians might have a temple by themſelves 
to worthip God apart, from the Arians. The emperor 
tore his petition, and threw it away, bidding him to 
aſk fonethivg for himſelf, and it ſhould be granted: 
But he niodefily gathered up the pieces of his petition 
again, and told him, If he could not be heard in God's 
* cauſe, he would never aſk any thing for himſelf, 
Yea, even Tully, though an heathen, could fay, He 
would not accept even of immortality itſelf againſt the 
common-wealtb. O if it were more public, we ſhould 
not have ſuch cowardly fpirits s. 

3. Did Jeſus Chriſt ſerve me fo; when, for my fake, 
he expoſed himſelf to far greater ſufferings than can be 
before me? His ſufferings were great indeed, be ſuffered 
from all hands, in all his offices, in every member, not 
only in his body, but in bis foul; 7er be Te of 
his foul were the very foul of his ſufferings : Witneſs 


melting and heaven-rending, outcry upon the crols, 
My God, My God, why bift thou forſaken me! 
And yet he flinched not, He endured the croſs, deſpi- 
ſing the ſhame.” Alas, whit are my ſufferings com- 
pared with Chriſt's? He bath drunk up all the vinegar 
and gall that would make my fufferings bitter. When 
one of the martyrs was aſked, why he was ſo merry at 
his death? *O (ſaid he) it was becauſe the ſoul of 
Chriſt was ſo heavy at his death.” Did Chrift bear luch 
a burden for me, with unbroken 'patience/and conſtan- 
cy, and ſhall I ſhridk back for momentary and light 


tions for hin? 
. + 4. Is 
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4 1s not eternal life worth the ſuffering of a moment's 

in? ä 
if [ ſuffer with him, I ſhall reign with him. O how 
will men venture life and limbs for a fading crown, ſwim 
through ſeas of blood to a throne, and will I venture no- 
thing, ſuffer nothing for the crown of glory that fadeth not 
away? My dog will follow my horſe's heeſs from morning 
to night, take many a weary ſtep through mire and dirt, 
rather than leave me, though at night all be gets by it, 
is but bones and blows. If my ſoul had any true great- 
neſs, any ſparks of generoſity in it, how would it de- 
ſpiſe the ſufferings of the way, for the glory of the 
end? How would it break down all difficulties before 
it, whilſt by the eye of faith-it fees the forerunner, 
who is already entered, ſtanding, as it were, upon the 
walls of heaven, with the crown in his hand, ſaying, 
He that overcometh ſhall inherit all things?” Come 
* on then, my ſoul, come on, there 1s eternal life laid 
* up for them that by patient continuance in well- 
doing, ſeek for glory, honour and immortality,” Rom, 
it. 7. 
1 Have I ſeriouſly conſidered the terrible ſcripture 
comminations againſt backſliders? O my heart, dareſt 
thou turn back upon the very points of ſuch threat- 
enings as thoſe? Jer. xvii. 5, 6. * Thus faith the 
Lord, Curſed be the man that truſteth in man, and 
* maketh fleſh his arm, and whoſe heart departeth from 
the Lord, For he ſhall be like the heath in the de- 
* fart, and ſhall not ſee when God cometh;' that is, 
The curſe of God ſhall wither him root and branch. 
And Heb. xiv. 26, 27. * If we fin wilfully after we 
© have received the knowledge of the truth, there 
*remaineth no more . ſacrifice for ſins; but a certain 
* fearful looking for. of judgment, and fiery indignation 
* which ſhall devour the adverſaries. And again, 
* verſe 38. If any man draw back, my foul ſhall 
have no pleaſure in him;” As if he ſhould ſay, Take 
him, world, take him, devil, for your own, I have 
no delight in him. O who dare draw back, when 
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God bath hedged up the way with ſuch terrible threats 
as theſe? 1 | 
6. Can I look Chriſt in the face at the day of judg. 
ment, if I deſert him now? '. 
© He that is aſhamed of me and of my words, in 
* this adulterous and finful generation, of him ſhall 
* the Son of man be aſhamed, when he cometh in the 
* glory of his Father, with the holy angels, Mark 
viii, 38. Yet a little while and ye ſhall ſee the fign 
of the Son of man, coming in the clouds of heaven 


with power and great glory; the laſt trump ſhall ſound, 


the dead both ſmall and great, even all that ſleep in the 


duſt ſhall awake and come before that great white 


throne on which Chriſt ſhall fit in that day. And 


no, do but imagine thou ſaweſt the trembling knees, 


and 'quivering lips of guilty finners; imagine thou 
heardſt the dreadful ſentence of © Go ye cutled,” &c. 
And then a cry ; the weeping, wailing, and wringin 
of hands that there ſhall be: Wouldſt thou defer 


Chriſt, now to protract a poor miſerable life on earth? 
If the word of God be true, if the ſayings of Chriſt 


be ſealed and faithful, this ſhall be the portion of the 
apoſtate. It is an eaſy thing to ſtop the mouth of con- 
ſcience now, but will it be eaſy to ſtop the mouth of the 
Judge then? Thus keep thy heart, that * it depart not 
trom the living God.” ' | brett 

12. The twelfth ſeaſon of looking diligently to our 
* hearts, and keeping them with greateſt care, is the 
time of ſickneſs. When a child of God draws nigh 
to eternity, when there are but a few ſands more in 
the upper part of his glaſs to run down; now Satan 
* buſily beſtirs himſelf. © Of him it may be ſaid, as of 


the natural ſerpent; He is never ſeen at his full length 
* till dying. And now his great deſign, fince he cannot 


win the ſoul from God, is to diſcourage, and make it 


* unwilling to go to God, though the gracious foul 
with Jacob, ſhould then rouſe up itſelf upon a dying 


bed, and rejoice that the marriage-day of the Lamb 


* is now almoſt come; though it ſhould then * 
þ 0 0 yung | 
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dying Auſtin, I deſpiſe life to be with, Cbriſt: Or as 
dying Milius, when one aſked him, whether he were 
* willing to die? O, ſaid be, Let bim be,unwilling to 
die, who is unwilling to go to Chiiſt, - But, O what 
ſhrinking from death, what lothneſs to depart, may 
© {ometimes (indeed: too frequently) be obſerved in the 
people of God? How loth are ſome of them to take 
Death by the cold hand? If ſuch a liberty were indulg- - 
ed to us, not to be diſſolved till we diſſolve ourſelves, 
* when ſhould we ſay with St. Paul, I defire to be 
There are Arguments which'I ſhall urge upon the 
people of God at ſuch a time as this, to make them 
cheerfully entertain the meſſengets of death, and die as 
well as live like ſaints. And the firſt is this, n 
1. The harmleſsneſs of death to the people of God. 
Though it keeps its dart, it hath loſt its ſting. A ſaint 
to allude to that, Iſa. xi. 8.) may play about the hole 
of the aſp, and put his hand into the cockatrice's den 
Death is the cockatrice or aſp, the grave is His hole or 
den; a ſaint need not fear to put his hand boldly into 
it; it hath left and loſt its ſting in the ſides of Chriſt, 
1 Cor. xv, 55. O death,” where is thy ſting?” Why 
art thou afraid, O ſaint, that this ſickneſs may be thy 
death, as long as thou knoweſt that the death of Chriſt - 
is the death of death? Indeed, if thou didſt die in thy 
fins, as Job viii. 21. If death as a king did reign over 
thee, Rom. v. 14. If it could feed upon thee, as the 
lion doth upon the prey he bath taken, as Pſalm xlix. 
14. If * hell followed the pale horſe,” as it is Rev, 
vi. 8. then thou might'{ well ſtartle and ſſirink back 
from it: But when God hath put away thy fins from 
thee, as far as the eaſt is from the weſt,” Pal. cin. 12. 
As long as there is no other evil left in death for thee 
to encounter with, but bodily pain, as long as the 
Scriptures repreſent it to thee under ſuch harmleſs and 
ealy notions, as the putting off thy clothes, 2 Cor. 
v. 2. and laying, down' to ſleep upon thy bed, Iſa. 
vi. 2. Why ſhouldſt thou be afraid? There is as 
Sa Ap. Yy2 much 
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much difference betwixt death to the people of God 
and others, as betwixt the unicorn's horn when it ig 
upon the head of the fierce beaſt, and when it is in 


the apothecaries ſhop, where it is made ſalubrious or 


medicinal. ; i 


2. Thy heart may be kept from ſhrinking back at 
ſuch a time as this, by conſidering the neceſſity of death 


in order to the full fruition of God. 
Whether thou art willing to die or no, I aſſure 
thee, there is no other way to obtain the full ſatisſac- 


tion of thy ſoul, and complete its happineſs; till the 


hand of death do thee the kind office to draw aſide 
the curtain of fleſh, thy ſoul cannot ſee God; this 


animal life itands betwixt him and thee, 2 Cor. v. 6. 


Whilſt we are at home in the body, we are abſent 
from the Lord. Thy body muſt be refined and caſt 


into a new mould, elſe that new wine of heavenly. 
glory would break it. Paul, in bis bigheſt rapture, 


2 Cor. xii, 4. When he heard things unutterable, 


was then but as a ſtander-by, a looker-on, not ad- 
mitted into the company, as one of them; but, as 
the angels are in our aſſemblies, ſo was Paul in that 
glorious aſſembly above, and no otherwiſe; and yet 
even for this he mult, as it were, be taken out of the” 
body, unclothed for a little time, to bave a glimpſe 


of that glory, and then put on bis clothes again. O 
then| who would not be willing to die for a full ſight 


and enjoyment of God? Methinks thy ſoul ſhould | 


look and ſigh like a priſoner through the gates of this 
mortality; O that 1 had wings like a dove, then 
would | fly away and be at reſt.” Moſt men need 


. patience to die, but a faint that underſtands what 


death admits bim to, ſhould rather need patience to 
live: Methinks he ſhould often look out, and liften 


on a death - bed for his Lord's coming; and, when be 


receives the news of his approaching change, ſhopld 


ſay, * the voice of my Beloved, behold he cometh ' 


« leaping: over the mountains, ſkipping over the hills, 
Cant. ii. 8. . e 


3: Another 
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z. Another argument perſuading to this willingneſs 
js, The immediate ſucceſſion of a more excellent and 


lorious life. | - * 
It is but wink, and you ſhall ſee God: Your hap- 
pinels (hall not be deferred till the reſurrection; but 
a5 ſoon as the body is dead, the gracious ſoul is ſwal- 
lowed up in life, Rom. viii. 10, 11. When once 
you have looſed from this ſhore, in a few moments your 
ſouls will be wafted over upon the wings of angels to 


the other - ſhore of a glorious eternity, Phil. i. 23. 


«| defire to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt.” 
Did the ſoul and body die together, as Berilius taught, 
or did they fleep till the reſurrection, as others have 
gtoundleſsly fancied, it had been a madneſs for Paul to 
deſire a diſſolution for the enjoyment of Chriſt, For, 
if this were ſo, he enjoyed more of Chriſt whilſt his 
ſoul 2 in its fleſhly tabernacle, than he ſhould do 
out of it. | phe” 6»! 
There are but two ways of the ſoul's living known 
in Scripture, to wit the life of faith, and the liſe of 
viſion, 1 Cor. v. 5. - Thoſe two divide all time, both 
preſent and future, betwixt them, 1 Cor. xii, 12. If 
when faith fails, fight ſhould not immediately ſuc- 
ceed, what ſhould become of the unbodied ſoul? But, 
bleſſed be God, this great heart-eſtabliſhing truth is 
evidently revealed in Scripture, Luke xxiii. 43. You 
have Chriſt's promiſe, John xiv. 3. *1 will come 
* and receive you to mylelf.” O what a change will 'a 
ew moments make upon your condition? Rouze up, 
dying faint; when thy ſoul is come out a little farther, 
when it ſhail ſtand like Abraham in its tent door, the 
angels of God ſhall ſoon be with it. The ſouls of the 
elect are, as it were, put out to the angels to nurſe, 
and when they die, theſe angels carry them home again 
to their Father's houſe. If an angel were cauſed to 
fly (wiftly to bring a faint the anſwer of his prayer, 
Van. ix. 22. how much more will the angels come - 
polt from heaven to receive and transfer the praying 
foul itſelf? EE, 


4. Further 


„* 
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4. Further, It may much conduce to thy willingnef 
to die, to conſider, That by death God oftentimes 
hides his people out of the way of all temptations 
and troubles upon the earth, Rey. xiv. 13. Write 

from henceforth, bleſſed are the dead that die in 
* the Lord.” It is God's uſual way, when ſome exira- 
ory, calamities are coming upon the world, to ſet 


bis people out of harm's- way before- hand, Ia. leis I, 
ciful men are taken away from the evil to come. 


, | 
5 
b 
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So Mic. vi: 1, 2. when ſuch an evil time comes, as he 
is there deſcribed, c That they all he in wait for blood, Ti 
and every man hunts bis brother with a get; pt 
| © befpre that, God by an act of ſavour, houſes, bis ab 
| eat before hand. Doſt thou know what evil may he 
8 in the earth, Which thou art ſo loth to leave? Thy in 
31 God removes thee for thy great advantage; thou t9 
= art diſhanded by death, and called off! the field; other ar 
4 poor ſaints muſt ſtand to it, and endure a peat fight of gr 
afſlictions. ne 
4 lt is obſerved that Methuſetah died: the very year be- th 
= fore the flood Av ine a little before the lacking.of eq 
= . Hippo, Parevs j before, the taking. of Heidelberg; re 
Luther ph. hag that, all the apoſtles died before the w 


deſtruction, of Jeruſalem, and. Lviher himſelf | before « 
the wars broke out in Germany, It may be the Lord 


ſees thy tender beart cannot endut̃e to ſee the miſery, or c 

| bear the temptations that are coming, and therefore will 1 
| now gather thee to thy, grave i peace; and Jet thou b 
wilt cry, O-ſpare me'a little longer. 23 c 

And thus I have finiſhed thole Cafes which ſo nearly, f 

concern the people of God, in'the ſeveral conditions of 0 

their life, and taught them how. to keep theit bearts in h 

all. [ ſhall next * r | 

 Uf of I nformation. | 

YOU have {2 that the keeping of the heart is k 

the great work of a Chriſtian, in which the very t 


ſoul and life of religion confiſts, and without which y 
all other duties are of no value with God; hence then þ 


1 ſhall 
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| ſhall infer to the conſternation of hypocrites and for- 
mal profeſſors, | | 
1. That the pains and labours which many perſons 
have taken in religion, is but loſt labour, and pains to 
no purpoſe, fuch as will never turn to account. 
any great ſervices have been performed, many glo- 
nous works are wrought by men, which yet are utterly 
rejefted by God, and ſhall never ſtand upon record, in 
order to an eternal acceptation, becauſe they took ng 
heed to keep their hearts with God in thoſe duties: 
This is that fatal rock upon which thouſands of vain 
profeflors ſplit themſelves eternally, which are curious 
about the externals of religion, but regardlefs of their 
hearts, O how many hours have ſome profeſſors ſpent 
in hearing, praying, reading, conferring, and yet as 
to the main end of religion, as good they had fat ſtill 
and done nothing: For all this ſignifies nothing, the 
great work, I mean heart-work, being all the while 
neglected. Tell me, thou vain profeſſor, when didſt 
thou ſhed a tear for the deadneſs, hardneſs, unbelief, or 
eartklineſs of thy heart? Thinkeſt thou, ſuch an eaſy 
religion can fave thee? If fo, we may invert Chriſt's 
words, and ſay, * Wide is the gate, and broad is the 
© way, that leadeth to life, and many there be that 
„go in thereat.” Hear me, thou ſelf-deluding hypo- 
ente, thou that haſt put off God with heartleſs duties, 
thou that haſt acted in religion, as if thou hadſt been 
bleſſing an idol, thou that couldſt not ſearch and diſ- 
cover thy heart; thou that haſt offered to God hut the 
kin of the ſacrifice, not the marrow, fat, and in ward 
of it; how wilt thou abide the coming of the Lord? 
how wilt thou hold up thy head before him, when he 
hall ſay, O thou difſembling falſe hearted man, how 
couldſt thou proteſs religion? with what face couldſt 
thou ſo often tell me, thou lovedſt me, when thou 
kneweſt all the while in thine own conſcience, that. 
thine heart was not with me? O tremble. to think, 
what a fearful judgment it is to be given over to a 
leſs and carelels heart, and then to have ws tt 
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duties inſtead of a rattle to quiet and till the con- 


„ 


ſcience! 

2. Hence I alſo infer, for the humiliation even 9 
upright hearts, That, unleſs the people of God ſpend 
more time and pains upon their hearts, than generally 
and ordinarily they do, they are never like to do God 
much ſervice, or be owners of much comfort in this 
world. 2 

I may ſay of that Chriſtian that is remiſs and care. 


leſs in keeping his heart, as Jacob ſaid of Reuben, 


Thou ſhalt not excel.“ It grieves me to ſee how 
many Chriſtians there are, that go up and down de- 
jected and complaining, that live at a poor low rate, 


both of ſervice and comfort, and how can they expect 


it ſhould be otherwiſe, as long as they live at ſuch a 
careleſs rate? O how little of their time is ſpent in 
the cloſet, in ſearching, humbling, and quickning their - 


hearts! 


Lou ſay, your hearts are dead; and do you wonder 
they are A as long as you keep them not with the foun- 
tain of life? If your bodies had been pierced as your 
ſouls have been, they would have been dead too; ne- 


ver expect better hearts till you take more pains with 


them: He that will not have the ſweat, muſt not ex- 
pect the ſweet of religion. | 


O Chriſtians, 1 fear your zeal and ſtrength hath run 


in the wrong channel: 1 fear. moſt of us may take up 
the Church's complaint, Cant. i. 6. * They have 
* made me the keeper of their vineyards, but mine 
* own vineyard have I not kept.“ Two things have 
eaten up the time and ſtrength of the profeſſors of this 
generation, and ſadly diverted them from heart-work: 
1. Fruitleſs controverſies ſtarted by Satan, 1 doubt not, 
to this very purpoſe, to make us puzzle our heads, 


| when we ſhould be ſearching our hearts. O how little 
have we minded that of the apoſtle, Heb. xii. 9. It 13 
aa good thing that the heart be eſtabliſhed with grace, 
and not with meats, that is, with diſputes and con- 
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troverſies about meats, * which have not profited them 
« that have been occupied therein.” — en > 
O how much better is it to ſee men live exactly, than 
to hear them diſpute ſubtilly! Theſe unfruitful queſ- 
tions, how have they rended the churches, waſted time 
and ſpirits, and called Chriſtians off from their main 
buſineſs, from looking to their own vineyard? What 
think you, Sirs, had it not been better if the queſtions - 
ventilated among the people of God of late days, had 
heen ſuch as theſe? How ſhall a man diſcern the ſpecial, 
from the common operations of the ſpirit? How may 
a ſoul diſcern its firſt declinings from God? How may 
a backſliding Chriſtian recover his firſt love? How may 
the heart be preſerved from unſeaſonable thoughts in 
duty? How may a boſom · ſin be diſcovered and morti- 
fied? &c. Would not this have tended more to the 
credit of religion and comfort of your ſouls? O it is 
time to repent, and be aſhamed of this folly! When 1 
read what Suarez a papiſt ſaid, who wrote many tomes 
of diſputations, that he prized the time he ſet apart for 
the ſearching and examining of his heart, in reference 
to God, above all the time that ever he ſpent in other 
ſtudies: I am aſhamed to find the profeſſors of this age 
ſo inſenfible of their folly : Shall the conſcience of. a 
Suarez feel a relenting pang for ſtrength and time ſo ill 
employed? and ſhall not yours? This is it your mini- 
ſters long ſince warned you of; your ſpiritual nurſes 
were afraid of the rickets, when they ſaw your heads 
only to grow, and your hearts to wither, O when 
will God beat our (words into plow-ſhares! I mean our 
diſputes and contentions, into practical godlineſs. 2. 
Another cauſe of neglecting our hearts, hath been 
earthly incumbrances: The heads and hearts of many 
have been filled with ſuch a crowd and noiſe of worldly 
buſineſs, that they have ſadly and ſenſibly declined, and 
withered in their zeal, love, and delight'in God, 1n their 
heavenly, ſerious and profitable way of converſing with 
man, | 
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O how hath this wilderneſs entangled us! Our dif. 


' courſes and conferences, nay, our very prayers and 


duties, have a tang of it; We have had ſo much work 
without doors, that we have been able to do but little 
within, It was the ſaying of an holy one, O, (faith 
be) it is ſad to think how many ſweet motions and 
* admonitions of the Spirit 1 have poſted over unfruit- 
* fully, and made the {ord to ſpeak in vain: In the 
* ſecret illapſes of the ſpirit, the Lord hath called upon 
* me, but my worldly thoughts did ſtill lodge with me, 
and there was. no place in my heart for fach calls of 
* God,” Surely there is a way of enjoying God, even 


in our worldly employments; God would never have 


put us upon them to our Jols. Enoch * walked with 
God, and begat ſons and daughters, Gen. v. 19, 
He walked with God, but did not retire and ſeparate 
himſelf from the things, of this world, (for the * ſpirit 
of the living creatures is in the wheels,') they are finite 
creatures, and cannot be in a two-fold Hi at one time, 
yet they loſe nothing of the beatifical viſion, all the 
time of their adminiſtration; For Matt. xvii. 10. 
© There angels (even whilſt they are employed tor them) 


_ ©* behold the face of their Father, which is in Heaven.” 


We. need not loſe our viſions by our employments, if 
the fault were not our own. Alas that ever Chriſtians, 
who ſtand at the door of eternity, and have more work 
upon their hands than this poor moment of interpoſing 
time is ſufficient for, ſhould yet be filling both our 
heads and-hearts with trifles! | 
Hence alſo I infer, for the awakning' of all, 
* That, if the keeping of the heart be the great work 
* of a Chriſtian, then there are but few real Chriſtians 
in the world.“ HA 8 
Indeed, if every one that hath learned the dialect 
of Chriſtianity, and can talk like a ſaint, if every one 
that bath gifts and parts, and, by the common aſſiſt- 
ing preſence of the ſpirit, can preach, pray, or diſcourſe 
like a Chriſtian; in a word, if ſuch as affociate them- 


| ſelves with the people of God, and delight in ordi- 


7 nances, 


FLAVELL'S SAINT INDEED. 363 


nances, might paſs for Chriſtians, the number then is 

reat. | * 
| But, alas, to. what a ſmall number will they ſhrink, 
if you judge them by this rule! How fe are there 
that make conſcience of keeping their hearts, watching 
their thoughts, judging their ends, &c. O there be 
but few cloſet men among profeſſots! Tis far eafier for 
men to be reconciled to any duties in religion, than to 
theſe: The profane part of the world will not ſo much 
as touch with the outſide of religious duties, much leſs 
to this: and for the hypocrite, though be be polite 
and curious about thoſe externals, yet you can never 
perſuade him to this inward work, this difficult work, 
this work to which there is no inducement by human 
applauſe ; this work, that would quickly diſcover, what 
the hypocrite ſeems not to know. So that, by a gene- 


ral conſent, this heart-work is left to the hands of a a2 


ſew ſecret ones, and I tremble to think in how few 
hands it is. | 7 


II. Ur of Exhortation. 


IF the keeping of the heart be ſo important a buſi- 
* nels, if ſuch choice advantages accrue to you thereby; 
if ſo many dear and precious intereſts be wrapt up in 
* it, then let me call upon the people of God every where 
to fall clole to this work.” 4 

O ſtudy your hearts, watch your hearts, keep your 
hearts: away with fruitleſs controverſies and idle queſ- 
tions, away with empty names and vain ſhews, away 
with unprofitable diſcourſe and bold cenſures of others; 
turn'in upon yourſelves, get into your cloſets, and now 
reſolve to dwell there. You have been ſtrangers to this 
work too long, you have kept others vineyards' too 
ung, you have trifled about the borders of religion too 
long, this world hath detained you from your great 
work too long: will you now relolve to look better to 
your heart? will you halte and come out of the crowd 
of buſineſs and clamours of the world, and retire your- 
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ſelves more than you have done? O that this day yoy 
would reſolve upon it! 
Reader, methinks I ſhould prevail with thee: All 
that 1 for, is but this, that thou wouldſt ſtep aſide 
a little oft ner to talk with God, and thine own heart; 
that thou wouldſt not ſuffer every trifle to divert thee; 
that thou wouldſt keep a more true and faithful ac- 
count of thy thoughts and affeftions; that thou 
wouldſt but ſeriouſly demand of thine own heart, at 
leaſt every evening, O my heart, where baſt thou been 
to-day? Whither haſt thou made a road to-day? If 
all that hath been ſaid by way of inducement be not 
enough, I haye yet more motives jo offer you, and the 
firſt is this, 1 
1. © The ſtudying, obſerving, and diligent keeping 
of your own hearts, will marvellouſly help your under- 
* ſtanding in the deep myſteries of religion.” 
An honeſt well experienced heart 1s a fingular help 
to a weak head: ſuch a heart will ſerve you inſtead 


of a commentary upon a great part of the ſcriptures; 


by this means you ſhall far better underſtand the things 
of God, than the learned rabbies and profound doctors 
(if. graceleſs and unexperienced) ever did. You hal 


not only have a more clear, but a more ſweet percep- 


tion and guſt of them: A man may diſcourſe ortho- 


doxly and profoundly of the nature and effects of faith, 


the troubles and comforts of conlcience, the ſweetneſs 
of communion with God, that never fears the ſweet 
efficacy and impreſſions of theſe things upon his own 
ſpirit; but, O how dark and dry are theſe notions com- 
ared with his, upon whoſe heart they have been aQted? 
hen ſuch a man reads David's Pſalms, or Paul! 
Epiſtles, there he finds his own object ions made and 
anſwered. O, faith he, theſe holy men ſpeak my very 
| heart! Their doubts were mine, their troubles mine, 
and their experience mine. Experience is the beſt 
{chool-maſter. O then ſtudy your hearts, keep your 
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2. The ſtudy and obſervation of your own hearts 
«ill antidote you againſt the dangerous and infecting 
«errors of the times and places you live in.“ 

For, what think you. is the reaſon that ſo many pro- 
ſeſlors in England have departed from the faith, giving 
heed to fables; that ſo many thouſands have been led 
away by the error of the wicked, but becauſe they have 
met with a company of empty notional profeſſors, that 
never knew what belongs to practical godlineſs, and the 
ſtudy of their own hearts. | 

It profeſſors did but give diligence to ſtudy, ſearch 
and watch their own hearts, they would have that 
ſtedfaſtneſs that Peter ſpeaks of, 1 Pet. iii. 17. And 
this would ballaſt and ſettle them, Heb. xiii. 9. 

3. © Your care and 14 59 in keeping your hearts, 
vill prove one of the beſt evidences of your ſincerity. 

I know no external act of religion that differences 
the ſound from the unſound proſeſſor: Tis wonder- 
ful to conſider, how far hypocrites go in all external 
duties, how plauſibly they can order the out ward man, 
hiding all their indecencies from the obſervation of the 
world. N FAN 

But then, they take no heed to their hearts, they 
are not in, ſecret what they appear to be in public; 
and before this trial no hypocrite can ſtand. It is 
confeſt, they may in a fit, under a pang upon a death- 
bed, cry out of the wickedneſs of their hearts; but, 
alas, there is no heed to be taken to theſe extorted 
complaints: In our law, no credit is to be given to 
the teſtimony of one upon the rack, becauſe it may 
be ſuppoſed that the extremity of the torture may 
make him ſay any thing to be eaſed. But if ſelt⸗ 
jealouſy, care and watchfulneſs be the daily workings 
and frame of thy heart, it ſtrongly argues the ſincerity 
of it ; for what but the ſenſe of the divine eye, what 
but the real hatred of fin, as fin could put thee upon 
thoſe ſecret duties which lie out of the obſervation of 
all creatures, 


It 


3606 FLAVELL'S SAINT INDEED. 


If then it be a deſirable thing in thine eyes to have 3 
fair teſtimony of thine integrity, and to know of a truth 
that thou feareſt God, then ſtudy thy heart, watch thy 

| heart, keep thy heart. e 1 
4. Ho fruit ful, ſweet and comfortable would 
all ordinances and duties be to us, if our hearts were 
better kept,” © e eee Wy 
O what precious communion might you have with 

God, every time you approach him, if your hearts were 
but in frame! You might then ſay with David, Phalm 
civ. 34. My meditation of him ſhall be ſweet,” That 
which loſes all our comforts in ordinances and more 
ſecret duties, is the indiſpoſedneſs of the heart; A 
Chriſtian whole heart is in a good frame, gets the ſtart 
of all others that come with him in that duty, They 
are tugging hard to get up their hearts to God, now 
trying this . 7 55 upon them, and then that to el 


quicken and affect them, and ſometimes go away as lik 
bad as they came. Sometimes the duty is almoſt to 
ended before their hearts begin to flir, or feel any na 
warmth, quickning or power from it: but all this co 
while the prepared heart is at its work; this is be the 


that ordinarily gets the firſt Gght of Chriſt in a ſermon, 
the firſt ſeal from Chriſt in a {acrament, the firſt kg. 'f 
from Chriſt in ſecret prayer. I tell you, but What! *C 
have felt, that prayers and ſermons would appear to 
you other manner of things than they do, did you but 
bring better ordered hearts unto them; you would not 
o away dejected and drooping, laying, O this hath 
5 a loſt day, a loſt duty to me! If you had nat loſt 
your hearts, it had not been ſo. If then the comfort 
of ordinances be {weet, look to your hearts, keep your 
2 „* §⁰¹ w 
5. * Acquaintance with your own hearts would be a 
fountain of matter to you in prayer 
A man that is diligent in heait-work, and knows the 
ſtate of his own Toul, will have à fountain-fulnels of 
matter to ſupply him richly in all his addreſſes to God: 
his tongue ſhall not faulter, and make pauſes for * 
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of matter, Plalm xlv. 1. My heart is indicting good 
maiter; or, as Montanus renders the original, my 
heart is boiling up good matter, like a living ſpring, 
that is il) bubbling! up freth water; and then, my 
ſongue is as the pen of a ready writer,” Others muſt 
pump their memories, rack their inventions, and are 
oiten at a loſs when they have done all: but if thou 
have kept and fait hfully ſtudied thine own heart, it will 
be with thee (as Job ſpeaks in another caſc) like bottles 
full of new wine, that want vent, which are ready to 
burſt ; as holy matter flows plentifally, ſo more feeling 
and ſweetly from ſuch a heart. When a heart- experi- 
enced Chriſtian is mourning before God for ſome ſpe- 
cial heart-corruption, wfeſtling with God for the ſupply 
of ſome ipecial inward want, he ſpeaks not as other 
men do, that have learned to pray by rote, their con- 
ſeſſions and petitions are ſqueezed out, his drop freely 
like pure honey from the comb; 'tis a happineſs then, 
to be with or near ſuch a Chriſtian: I remember Ber- 
nard having given rules to prepare the heart for prayer, 
concluded” t hen thus, when thy heart is in this frame, 
then remember me. a 
6. By this the decaying 3 of religion will be 
' recovered àgain among profeſſors, which 1s the moſt 
' defirable fight in this world. | . 
O that I might live to fee that day when profeſſors 
ſhall not walk in a vain ſhew, when they ſhall pleaſe 
themſelves no more with a name to live, being fpritually 
dead; when they ſhall be no more (as 3 of them 
now are) a company of frothy, vain and unſerious per- 
ſons, but the majeſtic beams of holineſs ſhining from 
their heavenly and ſerious converſations, ſhall awe the 
world, and command reverence from all that are about 
them; when they ſhall warm the hearts of thoſe that 
come nigh them, fo that men ſhall lay, God is in thele 
men of a truth. . | 1 | 
Well, ſuch a time may again be expected, according 
to that promiſe, Iſa. 4x. 21. The people ſhall be 
al righteous.” But, till we fall cloſer to this . 
wor 
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work of keeping our hearts, I am out of hopes to ſe: 
thoſe bleſſed days; 1 cannot expect better times, till 
God give better hearts. Doth it not grieve you to ſee 
what a ſcorn religion is made in the world? What ob- 
Jes of contempt and ſcorn the profeſſors of it are made 
in the world? | 

Profeſſors, would you recover your credit? would you 
again obtain an honourable teſtimony in the conſciences 
of your very enemies? then keep your hearts, watch your 
hearts; it is the looſeneſs, frothineſs, and earthlineſs of 
your hearts, that hath made your lives ſo; and this hath 
brought you under contempt of the world : you firſt loſt 
your fight of God and communion with him, then your 
heavenly and ſerious deportment among men, and, by 
that, your intereſt in their conſciences: O then, for the 
credit of religion, for the honour of your profeſſion, keep 
your hearts. 

7. * By diligence in keeping our hearts, we ſhould 
prevent and remove the fatal ſcandals and ſtumbling- 
blocks out of the way of the world.” 

*Woe to the world” (faith Chriſt) © becauſe of of- 
* fences,” Matt. xviii. 7. Doth not ſhame cover your 
faces? do not your hearts bleed within you to hear of 
the ſcandalous miſcarriages of many looſe profeſſors? 
could you not, like Shem and Japhet, go backward 
with a garment to cover the ſhame of many profeſſors? 
how is that worthy name blaſphemed, Jam. fi. 7. 2 
Sam, xii. 23, 24. The hearts of the righteous ſadned? 
Pſalm xxv. 3. Ezek. xxxvi. 20, By this the world 
is fearfully prejudiced againſt Chriſt and religion, the 
bonds of death made faſt upon their ſouls; thoſe that 
had a general love and liking to the ways of God, ftart- 
led and quite driven back, and thus ſoul-blood is ſhed: 
* Woe to the world.“ | 

Yea, how are the conſciences of fallen . 
plunged, and even overwhelmed in the d trouble? 
God inwardly excommunicating their ſouls from al 
comfortable fellowſhip with himſelf, and the joys of bi 

wp _ ſalvation; 
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ſalvation; infinite are the miſchiefs that come by the 
ſcandalous lives. of profeſſoe s. 
And what is the true cauſe and reaſon of all this, 
but the neglecting of their hearts? were our hearts 
better kept, all this would be prevented: had David 
kept his heart, he had not broken his bones; a negle&- 
ed careleſs heart muſt of neceſlity produce a diſorderly 
ſcandalous life. I thank. God for the freedom. and 
laithfulneſs of a reverend brother, in ſhewing profeſſors 
their manifold miſcarriages, and from my heart do wiſh 
that when their wounds have deen thoroughly ſearched 
by this probe, God would be pleaſed to heal them by 
that plaiſter. O profeſſors! If ever you will keep reli- 
gion ſweet, if ever you hope to recover the credit of it 
in the world, keep your hearts; either keep 66 hearts, 
or loſe your credit; keep your hearts, or loſe your com- 
forts ; keep your hearts, leſt ye ſhed ſoul- blood. What 
words can expreſs the deep concernments, the wonderful 
conſequences, of this work ! every thing puts a neceſſity, 
a ſolemnity, a beauty upon it. TA 
8. © An heart well kept will fit you for any con- 
dition God caſts you into, or any ſervice he hath to 
© uſe you in.“ e e. 8 
He that hath learnt how to keep his heart lowly, is 
fit for proſperity, and he that knows how to uſe and 


apply to it ſcripture promiſes, and ſupports, is fit to 


pals 2 any adverſity. He that can deny the 
c 


Ifiſhneſs of his heart, is fit to be employed 
in any ſervice for God: ſuch a man was Paul, he did 
not only ſpend his time in preaching to others, in 
keeping others vineyards, but he look't to himſelf, kept 
bis own vineyard, 1 Cor. ix. 27. Leſt when I have 
* preached to others, 1 myſelf ſhould be a caſt-way. 
And what, an eminent inſtrument was he for God? 
he could turn his hand to any work, he could dexter- 
ouſly ma nage both an adverſe and proſperous condi- 
tion; I know how to abound, and how to ſuffer 
want,” Let the people deify him, it moves him not, 
unleſs to indignation ; let them. ſtone him, he can bear 

16 'Aaa it; 
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it: If 2 man purge himſelf from theſe” (faith he, 
2 Tim. ui. 21.) he thall be a veffel unto honour ſanc- 
tified and mert for the maſter's uſe, and prepared unio 
every god work.” JJ 
PFirſt, The heart muſt be purged; and then it is 
1 gon for any ſervice of God. When the beart of 
faiah was purified, which was the thing ſignified by 
the touching of his lips with a coal from the altar, 
If. vi. 7. hen be was fit for God's work : © Here 
am 1, fend me, ver. 8. A man that hath not learned 
to keep his heart, put him vpon any ſervice for God, 
and if it be attended with hohour, it (hall ſwell up and 
ovettop his ſpirit; if with fuffering, it will exanimate 
and fink him. 7 ig Pre eee 
Jeſus Chriſt had an inſtrumental fitneſs for his Fa- 
ther's work, above all the ſervants that ever God em- 
ployed ; he was zealous in public work for God, fo 
zealous, that ſometitties he forgot to eat bread, yea, 
that his friends thought he had been befides himſelf, 
But yet he fo carried on his public work, as not to 
forget his own private communion with God, and 
therefore you read in Matr. xiv. 23. That when he 
had been labouring all day, yet after that, he went u 
to 4 mountain apart to pray, and was there alone. 6 
let the keepers of the vineyard look to their own vine- 
yard! We hall never be ſo inſtrumental to the good 
of others, as when we are moſt diligent about our 
own ſoul. 5 Ws Ee ce 

9. If the people of God would more diligently keep 
theit heatts, how excrediogly would the communion of 
ſaints be theteby ſweerened ! 
' How goodly then woold be thy tents, O Jacob, 
and thy tabernacles, O Ifrael! Then as it is prophe- 
fied of the Jews, Zech. viii. 23. Men would ſay, 
* We will go with you, for we have heard that God is 
among you.” It is the fellowſhip your ſouls have with 
the Father, and with the Son, that dtaws ont the de- 
ſires of others after fellowſhip with you, 1 John i. 3. 
I tell you, if ſatats would be perſuaded to take more 
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ains, and ſpend more timg about their, hearts, there 
8 quickly be ſuch a divine luſtre upon the fage of 
their conyerſations, that men would-account it no ſmall 
privilege, to be with, or near them. 

t is the pride, paſſion, and earthlineſs of gur bearts, 
that hath ſpailed Chriſtian fellowſhip; Wheance is it 
that, when Chriſtians meet, they are often, jarring an 
contending, but only from their unmortified paſhoos? 
| Whence are their uncharitable cenſures of their 5 
but only from ſelf-ignorance? Why are they ſo rigid, 
and unmerciful towards | thaſe that are fallen, but 
cauſe they conſider not themſelves? as the apoſtle ſpeaks, 
Gal. vi. 1, Why is their diſcourſe fo frothy and un- 
rofitable when they meet? Is not this from the carth- 
Foes and yanity of their hearts? n 

My brethreo, theſe be the things that have ſpoiled. 
Chriſtian-fellowſhip, and made it become a dry a 
99 5 thing; ſo. that many Chriſtians are even weary 
of it, and are ready to ſay, with the prophet, 2 1X, 
2, O that I had a cottage in the wildernels, &c. 
„That 1 might leaye my people, and BY from them! 
And with David. Pſalm exx. 6. * My ſoul bath lo 
* dwelt with 'them that hate peace.” This bath 
them long for the grave, that they might go from them 
that are their own people, as the original of that text 
imports, 2 Cor. v. 8, ned 

But now, if profeſſors would ſtudy their own hearts 
more, watch and keep them better, all' this would be 
prevented; and the beauty and glory of communion 
again reſtored. They would divide no more, contend 
no more, cenſure rathly no more; when their hearts 
are in tune, their tongues will not jarr: How charitable, 
pitiful and tender will they be one of another, when 
every ane is daily humbled under the evil of bis owg 
beart? Lord, haſten thoſe much defired days, and big 
thole counſels ig order to them. > 4 93 

10. Laſtly, By this the comforts of the Spirit, 


"&# X. 
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precious influences of all ordinances would be fixed and 
mych longer preſerved in your ſouls than now they are, 
Aaa 2 c 
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Ah! What would I give, that my ſoul might be 
preſerved in that frame 1 ſometimes find it after an or. 
dinance. Sometimes, (faith one of the Fathers ſweetly) 
thou admitteſt me into the moſt inward, unuſual, and 
ſweet delights, to I know not what ſweetneſs, which 
were it perfected in me, I know not what it would be, 
or rather, what it would not be: But, alas! the heart 
grows careleſs again, and quickly returns, like water 
removed from the fire, to its native coldneſs. Could 
you but keep thoſe things for ever in your hearts, what 
Chriſtians would you be? what lives would you live. 
And how is it, that theſe things remain no longer with 
us? Doubtleſs it is becauſe we ſuffer our hearts to take 
cold again. We ſhould be as careful after an ordinance 
or duty to prevent this, as one that comes out of an hot 
bath, or great ſweat, is of going out into the chill air, 
We have our hot and cold fits by turns, and what is the 
reaſon, but our unſkilfulneſs and careleſsneſs in keeping 
the heart? 0 

It is a thouſand pities that the ord 


inances of God, 


as to their quickning and comforting effects, ſhould be 


like thoſe human ordinances the apoſtle ſpeaks of, that 
periſh in the uſing. O then let me ſay to you, as Job 


XV. 11. * Do the conſolations of God feem ſmall to 


you?” Look over thoſe ten ſpecial benefits, weigh them 
in a juſt balance; are they ſmall matters? Is it a ſmall 
matter to have thy weak underſtanding aſſiſted, thine en- 
dangered ſoul antidoted, thy fincerity cleared, thy com- 
munion with God ſweetened, thy fails filled in prayer? 
Is it a ſmall thing to have the decayed power of godlineſs 
again recovered, all fatal ſcandal removed, an inftru- 
mental fitneſs to ſerve Chriſt obtained, the communion 
of ſaints reſtored to its primitive glory, and the influ- 


ences of ordinances abiding in the ſouls of faints? If 


theſe be no common bleſſings, no ſmall benefits, then 


ſurely it is a great duty to keep the heart with all 
diligence. | ee 
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The III. Use, for direclion. 


THE next uſe ſhall be for direction to ſome ſpecial 
means for the keeping of the heart: And here belides 
what hath been hinted in the explication of the duty: 
To which I refer the reader, and to all thoſe direc- 
tions throughout the whole, appropriated to parti- 
cular caſes and ſeaſons, I ſhall farther add ſeveral other 
general means, of excellent uſe to this end: And the 
firſt is this, 1 1 Cage 
I. Would you thus keep your hearts, as hath been 
perſuaded, then furniſh your hearts richly with the 
word of God, which is their beſt preſervative againſt 
fin, N 
Keep the word, and the word will keep you: As 
the firſt receiving of the word regenerated your hearts, 
ſo the keeping of the word within you, will preſerve 
your hearts, Col. iii. 16. Let the word of Chrift 
dwell richly in you;” let it dwell, not tarry with you 
for a night, and let it dwell richly or E in all 
that is of it, in its commands, promiſes, threats; in all 
that is of you, in your, underſtandings, memories, con- 
ſciences, affections, and then it will preſerve your hearts, 
Pſalm cxix. 11. * Thy word have I hid in mine heart, 
that | might not fin againſt thee,” It is the ſlipperi- 
nels of our hearts, in reference to the world, that 
cauſes ſo many flips in our lives. Conſcience cannot 
he urged, or awed with forgotten truths; but keep it 
in the heart, and it will keep both heart and life up- 
right, Plalm xxxvii. 31. The law of his God is in 
his heart, none of his ſteps ſhall ſlide; or, if he do, 
the word will recover the ſtraying heart again, Matt. 
xXvi. 57. Then Peter remembered [the words of 
Jeſus] and wept bitterly.” We never loſe our hearts 
till they have firſt loſt the efficacious and powerful im- 
preſſions of the word. ö 5 
2. Call your hearts frequently to an account, if ever 
you mean to keep them with God. : 
| Thoſe that put a ſtock into the hands of unfaithful 
or ſuſpicious ſervants, will be ſure to make ſhort rec- 
| | konipgs 
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 konings with them. The heart is deceitful above 4 


things, and 87 av mag wicked,” Jer. xvii. 9. O it is me 
as neceſſary as ſweet, that we and our reins, that is; we m. 
and our ſecret thoughts ſhould confer together eyery 
night, Pialm xvi. 7; We ſhould call our hearts to an ful 
account every evening, and lay, O my heart, where th 
haſt thou been ta-day? Where have thy thoughts wan. 
dered to-day? What account canſt thou give of them? MW 
O naughty heart, vain heart, couldſt not thou abide by ke 
the Fountain of delights? Is there better entertainment let 
with the creature than with Gad? The oftner the th 
beart meets with rebukes and checks for wandering, the Cl 
leſs it will wander; if every yain thought were retracted ge 
with a figh, an of the heart from God la 
a ſevere check, it would not dare ſo boldly and bl 
frequently to digreſs and ſtep aſide; thole act ions which Ly 
are committed with reluctancy, are not committed with le 
frequency. : | or 
3. He that will keep his heart, myſt take heed of in 
pung'ns himſelf into ſuch a multiplicity of earthly by- or 
nels, as he cannot manage without neglecting his main wr 
byſoels, | gf 


It cannot be imagined be ſhould keep his heart with 
God, that hath loſt himſelf in a wood of earthly buſ- ve 
neſs; take heed you do not pinch your ſouls by grati- 0 
ing the immoderate deſires of your fleſh, I wiſh many 


hriſtians could truly ſay what Senecg once did, I do le 
not give, but only lend myſelf to buſineſs.” It is ſaid In 
Germanicus reigned in the Romans' hearts, Tiberius tu 
only in their provinces: Though the world be in your T 
bands, let it not juſtle Chriſt out of your hearts, af 
Take heed, Chriftiav, leſt thy ſhop ſteal away thy te 
heart from thy cloſet. God never jntended earthly em- th 
ployments for a ſtop, hut rather for a ſtep to heavenly la 


ones. O let not Ariſtippus, the heathen, ariſe in judgs 
ment againſt thee, who ſaid, He would rather neglect ne 
bis means than his mind, bis farm than his foul,” If & 
thy ſhip be overladen, thou muſt caſt ſame oyer-board; W 
more buſineſs than thou canſt well manage, is like 2 in 
w 
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meat than thou canſt well digeſt, which will quickly 
made a ſickly ſoul. h 

4. He that means to keep his heart, muſt care- 
fully obſerve its firft declinings from God, and ſtop it 
there. | „ 

He that will keep his houſe in good repair, malt 
ſtop every chink as ſoon as diſcovered; and he that will 
keep his heart, muſt not let a vain thought be long neg- 
lecled: The letpent of heart-apoſtacy 1s beſt killed in 
the egg of a ſmall remiſſion. O if many poor decayed 
Chriſtians had looked to their hearts in time, they had 
never come to that ſad pals they now are: We may 
ay of heart - neglects, as the apoſtle did of vain bab- 
blings, that they increate to more and more ungodlineſs. 
Littie fins neglected will quickly become great and maſ- 
teriels. The greateſt crocodile once lay in an egg, the 
greateſt oak was once but an acorn, The firing of a 
imall train of powder may blow up all, by leading to a 
great quantity. Men little think what a proud, vain, 
wanton, or worldly thought may grow to; Behold how 
great a matter a fire kindles! 

5. Take heed of lofing the livelineſs and ſweetneſs of 
vour communion with God, leſt thereby your hearts be 
ooſed off from God. | | 

The heart is an hungry and reſtleſs thing, it will 
bare ſomething to feed upon; if it enjoy nothing 
from God, it will hunt for ſomet hing among the crea- 
tures, and there it often loſes itſelf, as well as its end. 
There is nothing more engages the heart to a conſtaucy 
and evennels in walking wth God, than the ſweet- 
neſs which it taſtes therein: As the Gaul, when once 
they taſted the ſweet wine of Italy, could never be 
latisfied, till they conquered the country where it grew. 

It is true, conſcience of duty may krep the heart trom 
neglecting it; but when there is no higher motive, it 
drives on deadly, and is filled with diſtractions. That 
which we dehght in, we are never weaty of, as is evident 
in the motions of the heart to earthly things, where the 
wheels being oiled with delight, run nimbly, and = 4 

often 
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often need of trigging ; the motions of the heart upward 
would be as free, if its delights in beavenly things were 
as great, | EE 
6, Habituate thy heart to ſpiritual meditations, if 
thou wouldſt have it freed from thoſe burdenſome 
diverſions, | 
By this means you will get a facility and dexterity 
in heart-work, It is pity thoſe ſmaller portions of our 
time betwixt folemn duties, ſhould. lic upon our hands, 
and be rendered uſeleſs to us, O learn to ſave and be 
good huſbands upon your thoughts; to this purpoſe a 
' neat author ſpeaks, Theſe parentheſes which happen to 
come between the more ſolemn paſlages (whether buſi. 
neſs or recreations) of human life, are wont to be loſt 
by moſt men, for want of a due value for them, and 
even by good men for want of {kill to preſerve them: 
For though they do not properly deſpiſe them, yet they 
neglect or loſe them, for want of knowing how to reſcue 
them, or what to do with them; but although grains 
of ſand and aſhes be a part but of a deſpicable imall- 
neſs, and liable to be ſcattered and blown away, yet the 
ſkilful artificer, by a vehement fire, brings numbers of 
theſe to afford him that noble ſubſtance glaſs, by whole 
help we may both ſee ourſelves and our blemiſhes lively 
repreſented, (as in looking-glafles) and diſcern celeſtial 
objects (as with teleſcopes) and with the ſun-beams kin- 
dle diſpoſed materials. (as with burning-glafles) ſo when 
theſe little fragments, or parcels of time, which, if not 
carefully looked to, would be diſſipated and loſt, cone 
to be managed by a ſkilful contemplator, and to be 
improved by the celeſtial fire of devotion, and may be 
ſo ordered as to afford us both looking-glaſſes to drels 
our ſouls by, and proſpectives to diſcover heavenly won- 
ders, and incentives to inflame our hearts with zeal. 
Thus far he. e e, 
Something of that nature I have under- hand, for a 
public benefit, if God give lite to finiſh, and opportu- 


nity to produce it, Certainly this is a great advantage 


for the keeping of the heart with God. 
| 7 bs | VI. Us, 
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IV. De, Of Conolation. 


SHALL now cloſe the whole with a word or two of 
conſolation to all diligent and ſerious Chriſtians, that 
faithfully and cloſely apply heart - work, that are groan- 
ing and weeping in ſecret over the hardneſs, pride, 
earthlineſs and vanity of their hearts, that are feari 
and trembling over the experienced deceitfulneſs 
falſeneſs of them, whilſt other vain profeſſors eyes are 
abroad, their time and ſtrength eaten up by fruitleſs 
diſputes, and earthly employ ments, or at beſt, by cold 
and formal performances of ſome heartleſs and empty 
duties. Poor Chriſtian, I have three things to offer 
thee in order to thy ſupport and comfort; and, 
leſs, either of them alone mixed with faith, is ſufficient 
to comfort thee over all the trouble thou haſt with thine 
own heart. Fan int Tree TT 

1. This argues thy heart to be upright; and honeſt; 
whatever thy other gifts and abilities ard. 

It is uprightneſs of heart will comfort thee upon 4 
death-bed, 2 Kings xx. 2, 3. Then be turned his face 
to the wall, and prayed to the Lord, ſaying, Retnem-+. 
ber now, O Lord, how have I walked before thee in 
truth, and with a perfect heart,” &. Fl 

| am really of bis mind, who ſaid, Might I have my 
wiſh, I would prefer the molt deſpicable and ſordid 
work of a ruftic Chriſtian, before all the victories anti 
triumphs of Alexander or Ceſar, | Vea, let me add, 
before all the elaborate duties and excellent gifts of vain 
profeſſors, before the tongues of men and angels; It 
will fignify more to my comfort to ſpend one ſolitary 
hour in mourning before the Lord over heart-carrup 
tion, than many hours in ſeeming zealous, but really 
dead performance of common duties, with the greateſt 
b een and richeſt embelliſhments of parts and 
grits, 1 | | £ i OO] ©1417 7 
By this very thing Chriſt diſtinguiſhes the formal and 
ſerious Chriſtian, Matt. vi. 5. The one is for the ſtreet 
and ſynagogue, for the obſervation and applauſe of mea z 
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often need of trigging; the motions of the heart upward 
would be as free, if its delights in heavenly things were 
as great. | 5 

6, Habituate thy heart to ſpiritual meditations, if 
thou wouldſt have it freed from thoſe burdenſome 
diverſions. *y oe 

By this means you will get a facility and dexterity 
in heart-work, It is pity,thoſe ſmaller portions of our 
time betwixt folemn duties, ſhould. lic upon our hands, 
and be rendered uſeleſs to us. O learn to ſave and be 
good huſbands upon your thoughts; to this purpoſe a 
' neat author ſpeaks, Theſe parentheſes which happen to 

come between the more ſolemn paſſages (whether buſi- 
neſs or recreations) of human life, are wont to be loſt 
by moſt men, for want of a due value for them, and 
even by good men for want of {kill to preſerve them: 
For though they do not properly deſpiſe them, yet they 
neglect or loſe them, for want of knowing how to reſcue 
them, or what to do with them; but although grains 
of ſand and aſhes be a part but of a deſpicable imall- 
neſs, and liable to be ſcattered and blown away, yet the 
ſkilful artificer, by a vehement fire, brings numbers of 
theſe to afford him that noble ſubſtance glaſs, by whoſe 
help we may both ſee ourſelves and our blemiſhes lively 
repreſented, (as in looking-glafles) and diſcern celeſtial 
objects (as with teleſcopes) and with the ſun-beams kin- 
dle diſpoſed materials (as with burning-glafſes) ſo when 
theſe little fragments, or parcels of time, which, if not 
carefully looked to, would be diſſipated and loſt, cone 
to be managed by a ſkilful contemplator, and to be 
improved by the celeſtial fire of devotion, and may be 
ſo ordered as to afford us both looking-glafles to drels 
our ſouls by, and proſpectives to diſcover heavenly won- 
ders, and incentives to inflame our hearts with zeal. 
Thus far he. 

Something of that nature I have under-hand, for a 
public benefat, if God give life to finiſh, and opportu- 
nity to produce it, Certainly this is a great advantage 
for the keeping of the heart with God. 

7 | : VI. Us, 


JET. ²˙ A COE”” 1 ̃ ˙ͤ⏑m Goo . wx 5 Tos - Pg Toy ) 


FLAYVELL's SAINT INDEED. 377 


IV. bie, Of Comolation. 


1 SHALL now cloſe the whole with a word or two of 
conſolation to all diligent and ſerious ' Chriſtians, that 
faithfully and cloſely apply heart-work; that are groan- 

. 


* 


ing and weeping in ſectet over the hardneſa, pride, 
earthlineſs and vanity of their hearts, that are feari 
falſeneſs of them, whilſt other vain profeſſors eyes are 
abroad, their time and ſtrength eaten up by fruitleſs 
and formal performances of ſome heartleſs and empty 
duties. Poor Chriſtian, I have three things to offer 
leſs, either of them alone mixed with faith, is ſufficient 
to comfort thee over all the trouble thou haſt with thine 
1. This argues thy beart to be upright. and 
It is uprightneſs of heart will comfort thee upon 4 
death-bed, 2 Kings xx. 2, 3. Then be turned his face 
ber now, O Lord, how have I walked before thee in 
truth, and with a perfect heart, e. 1 „ 
wiſh, I would prefer the molt deſpicable and ſordid 
work of a ruftic Chriſtian, before all the victories anti 
before all the elaborate duties and excellent gifts of vain 
profeſſors, before the tongues of men and angels; It 
hour in mourning before the Lord over heart-corrup 
tion, than many hours in ſeeming zealous, but really 
enlargements and richeſt embelliſhments of parts and 
giſts. | dt 
ſerious Chriſtian, Matt. vi. 5. The one is for the ſtreet 
and ſynagogue, for the . ; 
1 


and trembling over the: experienced deceitfulneſs 
diſputes, and earthly employments, or at beſt, by cold 
thee in order to thy ſupport and comfort; and, 
own heart. Tat -.: 
honeſt; 
whatever thy other giſts and abilities are. I 
to the wall, and prayed to the Lord; ſaying, Remem · 
am really of bis mind, who ſaid, Might I have my 
triumphs of Alexander or Ceſar, | Tea, let me add, 
will ſignify more to my comfort to ſpend one ſolitary 
dead performance of common duties, with the greateſt 
By this very thing Chriſt diſtinguiſhes the damm! uch 
b b but 
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but the other is a cloſet-man, he drives on a home. 
trade, a heart-trade, Never be troubled then for the 
want of theſe things that a man may have and be eter- 
nally damned, but rather bleſs God for that which 
none but the favourites and darlings of heaven have; 
many a one is now in hell, that had a better head than 
thine, and many a one is now in heaven, that com- 
[plained of as bad an heart as thine. 
2. ' Know farther, for thy comfort, That God 
would never leave thee under ſo many heart-troubles 
and .burdens, if he intended not thy real benefit 
thereby. 1 
Thou art often crying out, Lord, why is it thus? 
why go I mourning all the day, having ſorrow in my 
heart? Thus long have | been exerciſed with hardneſs 
of heart, and to this day have not obtained a broken 
heart; many years have I been praying and ſtriving 
againſt vain thoughts, yet am ſtill infeſted and perplex- 
ed with them. O when ſhall I get a better heart! I 
have been in travail, and brought forth but wind: J 
have obtained no deliverance, neither have the corrup- 
tions of my' heart fallen! I have brought this heart 
many times to prayers, ſermons, ſacraments, expecting 
and hoping for a cure from them ; and ſtill my fore 
runneth and ceaſeth not. | 
Penſive ſoul, let this comfort thee, Thy God deſigns 
thy benefit, even by tlieſe occaſions of thy ſad com- 
plaints. For, 1. Hereby he would let thee ſee what 
thy heart by nature is and was, and therein take notice 
how much thou art beholden to free grace. He leaves 
thee under theſe exerciſes of ſpirit, that thou mayeſt 
lay as with thy face upon the ground, admiring that 
ever the Lord of glory ſhoald take ſuch a toad, ſo vile 
a creature into his boſom. Thy baſe heart, if it be 
good for nothing elſe, yet ſerves to commend and ſet off 
the unſearchable riches of free grace. 2. This ſerves 
to beat thee off continually from reſting, yea, or but 
rm upon thine own righteouſneſs, or excellency: 
The corruption of thy heart, working in all thy Pe 
2 i 4 ma 
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makes thee ſenſible to feel that the bed is too ſhort and 
the covering too narrow. Were it not for thoſe reflec- 
tions thou haſt, after duties, upon the duſneſs and 
diſtractions of thine heart in them; how apt wouldſt 
thou be to fall in love with, and admire thine own 

rformances and enlargements? For, if, notwith- 


ſtanding theſe; thou haſt much to do with the pride 


of thy heart; how much more, if {ſuch humbling and 
ſelf-abaſing conſiderations were wanting. And, Laſtly, 
this tends to make thee the more compaſſionate and 
tender towards others. Perhaps thou wouldſt have lit- 
tle pity for the diſtreſſes and ſoul troubles of others, if 
thou hadſt leſs experience of thine own. 930 
3. To conclude, God will ſhortly put a bleſſed end 
to all theſe troubles, cares and watchings. 4 Hah 

The time is coming when thy heart ſhall be as thou 
wouldſt have it, when thou ſhalt be diſcharged of all 
theſe cares, fears and ſorrows, and never cry out, O my 


hard, my proud, my vain, my earthly heart, any more! 2 


When all darkneſs ſhall be baniſhed from thine under- 
ſtanding, and thou ſhalt clearly diſcover all truths in 
God, that chryſtal ocean of truth: When all vanity: 
ſhall be purged perfe&tly out of thy thoughts, and they. 
be everlaſtingly, raviſhingly, and delightfully entertain- 
ed and exerciſed upon that ſupreme goodneſs, and infi- 
nite excellency of God, from whom they ſhall never 
ſtart any more like a broken bow. And, as for thy 
pride, paſſion, earthlineſs, and all the matters of thy 
complaint and trouble, it ſhall be ſaid of them, as of 
the Egyptians to Iſrael, Stand fill, and ſee the ſalva · 
tion * God: Theſe corruptions thou ſeeſt to-day, 
henceforth thou ſhalt ſee them no more for ever; when 
thou ſhalt lay down thy weapons of prayer, tears and 
groans, and put on the armour of light, not to fight, 
but to triumph in. * Moth 
Lord, when ſhall this bleſſed day come? How. 
long, how long, Holy and True, my. ſoul waiteth for 
*theez Come, my Beloved, and be thou like a roe, or 
' a young hart upon the mountains of Bether,” Amen. 
B b b 2 


. | | A PRAYER. 


MY God! thou art a Lord that baſt pleaſure in 
O the proſperity of thy fervants; and thy ſervants 
have all the greateſt reaſon to be moſt highly pleaſed 
in the performance of thy ſervice. It is good for me 
to draw nigh to God, in whoſe preſence is fulneſs of 


Lord; for thou doſt not employ us but to oblige us; 
not for any advantage to thyſelf, but only for our own 
teſt good every way, that it may go well with us, 
th here and for ever. O my Lord, I am full of 
trouble and confuſion, that ever 1 ſhould be fo liſtleſs 
as 1 have been to thy blefſed work, and ſo lifeleſs in it, 
and ſoon” weary of it, to the diſhonour of thy name, 
and the reproach of thy ſervice, as if 1 had a hard 
maſter, and a doleful work. O that I ſhould: bear as 
4 burden that which ſhould be the folace of my life, 
and the rejoicing of my heart! Forgive me, I beſeech 
thee, good Lord, all this which I bewail before 
thee, and heal the indiſpoſedneſs in me, which makes 
thy fervice a wearineſs to me; and fo renew my ſpirit, 
and draw and join my heart to thy bleſſed ſelf, that I 
may not ſerve thee as out of compulſion, but inchna- 
tion; not as forcing myſelf, but loving thy work. © 
rid my mind of that tormenting dread which makes 
me uneaſy in the ſervice of my Lord; and give me 2 
heavenly heart fet upon the heavenly buſineſs, and fuch 
a mighty love as may ſweeten all my obedience, that 1 
may not account it grievous or tedious, but my ſoul's 
ſatisfaQtion and exceeding joy. O let me not ferve thee, 
my God, with the ſpirit of bondage as a flave, but 
with the cheerfulneſs and gladneſs of an ingenious child, 
fitting down with delight under thy ſhadow, delighting 
mo f in the Lord, 70 ſo pleaſed with thy work, that 
my ſervices may alſo be pleaſing in thy ſight, through 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 455 * | 


joy: and the hearts of them may rejoice that ſeck the 
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 PIOUS MEMORIALS; 
The Life and Power 
Se e 


THE LIFE OF MR. RICHARD BAXTER. 


E was a native of Shropſhire, born November 
12, 1615. Ed ii, 
The early nie of his mind, and the great ca- 
pacity with which God had bleſſed him, were evident 
reſages of his future uſefulneſs to the church of 
hriſt. The learned author of the abridgment of his 
life and times ſays, —* That though he had no externa 
advantages to raiſe and diſtinguiſh him, but as many 
difficulties to break through as moſt men, yet hath his 
perſonal merit advanced his reputation to that height, 
that it will out live the calumnies of all his detractors. 
He was unha in his education on many ac- 
counts, but chiefly from the ignorance of the perſons 
concerned in it; yet by the divine bleffing upon his 
extraordinary diſigence, his facred knowledge was in 
that degree of emmence as few in the univerſity ever 

arrive at, * 3 
Intending for the miniſtry, he was earneſtly deſir- 
ous of that knowledge that was neceffary to qualify 
bim for it. Indeed, he was more indefatigable in the 
purſuit of it than can be imagined. He continued a' 
while at Dudley, having accepted of a Maſterſhip of a 
iree-ſchoot that had lately been erected there; 81 5 
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which time God fitted him for great ſervice in his 


church, by bringing him to more than ordinary 
ſerioulneſs _ | 4 
At about fourteen years of age he was under more 
than uſual convictions of fin, and God was pleaſed 
thoroughly to awaken his ſoul, and ſhew him the inex- 
preſſible weight of eternal things. 1 

Some time after this, being in expectation of death 
by a violent cough, with lpitting of blood, of two 
years continuance, he was awakened to he yet more 
ſolicitous about the everlaſting ſtate of his ſoul, He 
apprehended himſelf to fall ſo thort of that ſeriouſneſs 
which a matter of that infinite weight required, that 
he was long in doubt about his ſincerity, and fearful 


that he was yet a ſtranger to the true ſpiritual and di- 


vine life. 


This ſpiritual trouble was greatly recompenſed 
the aſter-fruits of it. It kept him humble, and made 


pride deteſtable to him. It reſtrained him from levity 


and vanity. It made him the better reliſh the doc- 
trine of redemption, and rendered the thoughts of 
Chriſt the more ſerious and affecting. It made the 
world ſeem to him as a carcaſe, without either life or 
lovelineſs. It ſet him upon the moſt advantageous 
method of ſtudy. It cauſed him fitſt to ſeek God's 
kingdom. and his righteouſnels, and moſt. to mind the 


one thing needful; to determine firſt his ultimate end, 


by which he was engaged to chooſe and proſecute all 


other ſtudies but as means to that end. And therefore, 


he ſtudied practical divinity firſt in the beſt books, aim- 
ing in all primarily at the informing and. reforming his 
own ſoul: So that he had read over and digeſted all the 
practical treatiſes he could meet with, before he med- 
dled with any conſiderable body of divinity ; by which 
means his affections were carried on with his judgment, 
and he proſecuted all his ſtudies with unweariednels and 
n 1 A 

—— the great happineſs and benefit of an early 


converſion, and finding his own ſoul under ſerious 


apprehenfions 
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apprehenſions of the matters of another world, he was 
very deſirous to communicate thoſe apprehenſions to 
ſuch ignorant, careleſs, preſumptuous” ſinners. as the 
world abounds with; and therefore, having duly weigh- 
ed and conſidered the importance of the work, he en- 
ters upon the miniſterial employ, having been examined 
and ordained by the Biſhop of Worceſter at about the 
age of twenty ſounrt . 
We muſt new leave him for a courſe of many. 
years, in which there were many remarkable events 
of Providence both to the nation and the church of 
God. How he acted for the intereſt of both, and 
how his faith and patience, his holy ſubmiſſion and 
Chriſtian” courage were exerciſed, : the hiſtory of bis 
life and times mult inform us; to which 1 ſhall at 
preſent refer, and accompany him to thoſe yeats of 
manifold temptations that at length brought him to his 
chamber of confinement, and his bed of fickneſs and 
death, 9 | # PN. 1a57% Uty 
„Few ever had more weakneſs and bodily illneſs to 
imbitter life than this good man; and this was a means 
of cheriſhing the peculiar ſeriouſneſs of bis ſpirit. 
But once, being under an unuſual diſtemper, which 
put him upon the preſent expeftation of his change, 
going for comfort to the promiſes of the covenant as 
be uſed to do, the tempter ſtrongly aſſaulted his faith, 
and would have drawn him into infidelity, - Before his 
entrance into the miniſtry, his apprehenſions: of the 
hardneſs of his heart, and doubting of his fincerity, 
eave him the moſt diſturbance: But, in after-life, his 
temptations were to queſtion the truth of ſcripture, 
and the life to come. Theſe temptations' did not 
aſſault him as they do melanchol 2 ons, withiwexing 
importunity, but with a ſhew of ſober reaſon,” - 
Hereupon he endeavoured to examine the founda- 
tion of his religion, by moſt accurately looking into 
the principles and reaſons of it ;—** That ſo his faith 
might be his own. And at laſt he found, that nothing © 

ls ſo firmly believed, as that which hath been ſome 
| time 
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time doubted of. In a ſtorm of this temptation, he 
queſtioned whether he were indeed a Chriſtian or an 
Infide]l, and whether faith could conſiſt with ſuch 
doubts as his? Dr. Jackſon's determination in the 
calc, ſatisfied and much ſupported him :—That as in 
the very afſenting act of faith there may be ſuch weak. 
neſs as may make us cry. Lord. increaſe our faith: 
We believe; Lord, help our unbelief. So when faith 
and unbelief are in conflict, it is the effects muſt ſhew 
us which of them is victorious; and that be that 
bath ſo. much faith as will cauſe him to deny himſelf, 
take up fs eroſt, and forſake all the profits, bonours, 
and plcaſures of this world, for the ſake of Chriſt, and 
the love of God, and the hope of glory, hath. a ſaving 
faith, how weak ſoever. For God cannot condemn 
the ſoul that truly loves and ſeeks him; and thoſe that 
Chriſt bringeth to perſevere in the love of God, he 
bringeth to ſalvation.” | 
is great relief under theſe trials and temptations 
was, That the being and perſections of God were 
ſo clear to him, he being to his intellect like the ſun 
to his eye, by which he ſaw itfelf and all things. It 
helped him to conſider that God ſtood related to us as 
our Ov ner, our Governor and Benefactor, as well as 
our Creator; and that we ſtood related to him as his 
creatures, his ſubjects, and the partakers of his bounty; 
ſrom whence ariſe our various obligations and duties 
to him: So that ineſs is a duty founded in the na- 
ture: and Maſon of things, and nothing but unreaſon- 
ableneſs can contradict it“ - oi $5 
But his greateſt relief was from the goſpel-revelation, 
where be ſaw an admirable ſuitableneſs in the offices 
and. of Chriſt, to the ends of Gord and the ſeli- 
city of man. How wonderfully faith was fitted to 
bring men to the love of God, when it is nothing elſe 
but the beholding his amiable attractive love and good - 
neſs in the face of Chriſt, and the promiſes of heaven, 
asin u glaſs, till we fee his glory. He had withal felt 
much of the power of his Word and Spirit upon _— 
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doing that which he found muſt be done. He could 
not queſtion his Phyfician, when he had done ſo much 
of the cure, and recovered his depraved ſoul ſo much 
to God.” | 
And as his faith had theſe aſſiſtances, he was very 
diligent in farther ſearching into the divine word, that 
he might be more ſtediaſt and immoveable as to the 
truths of it, and more zealous as to the practice of it: 
For it is the belief of the word of God, and the 
liſe to come, that is the ſpring that ſets all grace on 
work, and with which it riſes or falls, flouriſhes or de- 
cays, is act uated or ſtands ſtill; and that it is from un- 
belief, ariſes the love of the world, boldneſs with fing 
and neglect of duty. | 2 
He found the temper of his mind alter ſomething 
with the temper of his body. When he was young, 
he was more fervent, vigorous, and affectionate in 
preaching, conference, and prayer, than he could or- 
dinarily be in bis advanced age: But then he ſound 
his judgment more fixed and ſolid. In his younger 
years his trouble for fin was moſt about his actual fail- 
ings in thought, word, and deed; but afterwards he 
was much troubled for inward defects, and the omiſ- 
fon or want of the vital duties or graces in his ſoul; 
His daily trouble was moſt for. his ignorance of God, 
and weakneſs of belief, and want of 28 love to 
God, and ſtrangeneſs to him and the life to come, and 
for want of a greater willingneſs to die, and Jonging 
to be with God in heaven. Had he all the riches of 
the world, he would have given them for a fuller. 
knowledge, belief, and love of God and, everlaſting 
lory. His defects here were the burden of his life. 
hough he was greatly convinced of the need of heart- 
acquaintance and employment, yet he ſaw, more. need 
of an higher work, and that he ſhould look oftenet 
upon God, and Chriſt, and heaven, than upon his 
own heart. At home he could find diſtempers to trou- 
ble him, and ſome evidences of his peace; but above, 
17 ee lms 
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he found he muft ſee matter of delight and joy, love, 


and itſelf.” 

After a variety of other inſtances, in which there 
appeared an apparent difference between his you 
and elder life, my author goes on to obſerve the many 
remarkable deliverances he met with in feveral inſtances; 
and fays,—* That he was from firſt to laſt very obſer- 
vant of Providence, and took great notice of God's 
dealing with him. And that he had many remarkable 
art of prayer, which be has particularly noted and 

cified. "hay" | 

Fa He continued his public work as long as he was 
able, which was much longer than either he or any one 
elſe could have imagined. After his ſettlement in 
Charter-Houſe Yard with Mr. Silveſter, he continued 
about four years and an half, and then was altogether 
diſabled by his growing weakneſs for public ſervice, 
But like one whoſe ſoul was ſtrong and lively, and 
filled with an ardent zeal for God and the good of 
fouls, he opened the doors of his own houſe morning 
and evening, every day, to all that would come to join 
in family-worſhip with him; to whom he read and 
_ expounded the ſcriptures with great fertouſneſs and 
freedom.” But at length his indiſpoſition increaſed; 
he was forced to retire to his chamber, and was ſoon 
confined to his bed, and he felt the approaches of death, 
which uſually reveals the ſecrets of the heart, 

« But Mr. Baxter was the fame in his life and 
death. His laſt hours were ſpent in preparing others 
and himſelf to appear before God. He ſaid to his 
friend that vifited bim,—You come hither to learn to 
die. I am not the only perſon that muſt go this way: 
| Tan aſſure you that your life, be it never fo long, is 
little enough to prepare for death. Have a care of 
this vain, deceitful world, and the lufts of the fleſh. 
Be ſure you chooſe God for your portion, heaven for 
your home, God's glory for your end, his word for 
your rule, and then you need never fear but we ſhall 
meet with comfort.” | 


meet 
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He was greatly reſigned to the will of God, And 
even when in extremity of pain he had earneſtly deſired 
a releaſe by death, he would check himſelf, and ſay,— 
« [t is not fit for me to preſcribe. When thou wilt, 
what thou wilt, how thou wilt.“ Be | 

Being aſked by bis friend, how it was with his in- 
ward man, he replied, —* I bleſs God, I have a well- 
grounded aſſurance of my eternal happineſs, and great 

e and comfort within.” A 

But it was his trouble, he could not triumphantly 
expreſs it by reaſon of peat pain, He ſaid, —* Fleth 
muſt periſh, and we muſt feel the periſhing of it. And 
that though his judgment ſubmitted, yet ſenſe would 
til! make him groan.” 1 

He gave excellent counſel to young miniſters that 
viſited him, and earneſtly prayed to God to bleſs their 
labours, and make them very ſucceſsful in converting 
ſouls unto Chriſt; and expreſſed L gar Joy in the hopes 
that God would do a great deal of good by them, and 
bleſſed God that they were of moderate and peaceful 
ſpirits. He often prayed, —That God would be mer- 
citul to this diſtracted world; and that he would pre- 
ſerve his church and intereſt in it.” . 

Towards the cloſe of life, he was aſked, How be 
did? His anſwer was,—* Almoſt well.” And at laſt 
he ſlept in Jeſus, December 8, 1691, aged 76. ; 


THE REV, MR. WILLIAM BURKITTYT. A, M. 


HE Reverend Mr. William Burkitt was born 
July 25th, 1650. His father was Mr. Miles 
Burkitt, of. 1 His mother was of the 
Sparrows, of Reed in Suffolk. Hitcham in the ſame 
County was the place of his birth.—la his childhood 
he was endowed with à very tenacious memory, which 
| Cee 2 through 
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through the eee of a good education, was made 
a repolitory of ſcriptures and catechiſm. 
While at Ar r Shool, it pleaſed God to vit 
him with the Small-Pox, which proved an bappy cor- 
rection; for then God began, by the influences of his 
Holy Ip to move him - mind in earneſt the 
things of his peace, and performed a holy change in 
the | Fug of 34 Fl « p 
He entered upon the miniſtry early, being ordained 
by the pious Bilhop Reynolds; and not long after was 
ſettled at Milden in Suffolk; and in 1692, be removed 
to Dedham in Eſſex. | 

In his Public Miniſtratious, he performed the offices 
of the Church in a very grave and ſolemn manner, 
attracting the attention and affect ions of the congre- 
gation attending upon thoſe devout and holy forms, 
He preached much, ſpared not himſelf at home or 
abroad, and delighted in that great work, our Savi- 
our's particular calling.—lIn his preaching, he aimed 
to profit his hearers, and render them ſerious and 
holy. And it pleaſed God to proſper his preaching 
giſt with great ſucceſs upon many of his hearers, 
Fill towards the concluſion of his Life, he preached 
ſtatedly three ſermons a week at Dedham, beſides 
many occaſional diſcourſes both there and at other 
places. —ln the pulpit he uſed the allowed liberty of 
prayer in his own words, and therein had divine matter, 
and ſolemn moving expreſſions, aſſiſting the affections 
of thoſe who prayed with him.—ln adminiſtering the 
Lord's-Supper, he managed with much ſolemnity be- 
coming. that awful, mylterious inſtitution of our Re- 
deemer, his ſermon and prayer before it leading to 
great devotion therein, wil hy | 
e found time to viſit the fe and thoſe in health, 
and in their houſes to inſtruct, admoniſh, exhort, and 
comfort them, as their caſes required. He ſhunned 
no houſe, though ever ſo poor and mean, that he 
knew would receive him. And in his viſits to the 
poor, he not only miniſtered to their ſouls, but enquir- 
En EO "7" IF 
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ing into their bodily wants, by himſelf and others 
procured them ſupplies, Charity being one of his 
known virtues. | ; | 
In his common Converſation, he acted with ſobriety, 
juſtice, humility, affability. No uncomely de- 
meanor ſtained his function; every where he appeared 
as a Chriſtian and a Minifter, —Some treated him un- 
kindly; which provokes' human nature to paſſion and 
| revenge: But the grace of God in him prevailed 
| againſt the inclination of corrupt nature, ſo that he 
| would never ſpeak bitterly or contemptibly of his ad- 
verſaries: And if they needed him, he was ready to 
ſerve them, heaping coals of fire upon their heads. 
He uſed perſuaſions, intereſt, and friends, to reduce 
to harmony and peace, any of his neighbours who 
were at variance, and left no ſtone unturned to 
r effect a reconciliation; and may be numbered amo 
- the Peace- Makers, who are called the Children of God. 
4 In Reference to the Youth, the hopes of the riſing 
q generation; beſides his public Catechiſing and inſtruc- 
Y tion, managed in a very graceful way, no man was 
, 
d 


ever more frequent, ſolemn, and fervent, in prayers 
to God for young perſons. They were much upon 


$ his thoughts, with defire that they might be early 
r religious, and Remember their Creator in the Days of 
f their Youth. | 

, He was much and ſeriouſly employed in ſecret ex- 
Is erciſes of Religion. But of this the great teſtimony 1s 
e in the memoirs of his Liſe contained in his Dia 

- written with his own hand. His Family Religion was 
4 as becomes the goſpel. His houſe was an houſe of 
0 Morning and Evening Prayer, and the ſound of the 


{criptures was daily heard in it: And many times his 
reading of the ſcriptures was attended with expoſi- 
tion, And beſides Family Prayer twice in the day, he 
prayed with the moſt intimate companion of his cares, 
Joys, and ſorrows. And theſe, and his ſecret ad- 
dreſſes to God, may come up to David's ſeven times 


As 


o 


a day. 
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As to his Charities, he was liberal in diſtributions of 
money yearly and often to the poor, eſpecially in Ded. 
ham and Milden, beſides what he expended for them 
in corn and other proviſions. He bath given his 
Doelling-· Houſe and Lands in Dedham to the ſuc- 
ceeding lecturers of that place. He was always ready 
and forward to promote pious and charitable deſigns, 
teſpecting both the bodies and ſouls of others. To 
mention only two or three inſtances; He preached 
ſome time to the people of a country village, ſome 
conſiderable diſtance from his own charge, who for a 
long ſeaſon had unhappily been ſeldom provided with 
ſermons: and by his endeavours and contribution, 
and aſſiſtance from others obtained by bis intereſt, 
there hath been a ſettled miniſter there for ſome years, 
Nor was this generous inſtance of the beſt kind of 
charity confined within the bounds of England, or 
Europe, but extended to America, having by his great 
care, pains and expence, procured a pious miniſter 
to go and ſettle in Carolina. — He alſo expended not a 
little toward the maintenance of poor ſtudents in the 
Univerſity of Cambridge. He greatly ſympathized with 
the perſecuted people of God in their ſufferings for 
Religion and conſcience: The French-Proteftants were 
driven bither in the reign of King James the ſecond by 
a ſevere perſecution, and were in a deplorable: condition, 
not having wherewith to ſubſiſt, but what they re- 
ceived from public and private charities. | He bad a, 
fellow - feeling for them in their ſufferings, as being a 
living member of the {ame body of Chriſt with them, 
and this put him upon improving his iatereſt tor them; 
He got ſeveral ſums of money, and with great pru- 
| dence and faithtulneſs diſtributed it among many 
a them year after year, as their necellitiys called 
r : 5 | 
When the providence of God called him to Dedham, 
it was with the unanimous approbation of that people; 
and be chearfully complicd with their defires, jultly 
promiſing himſelf, that his perſon and labours, 1 a 
miniſter 
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miniſter of the gofpel, would be highly prized and 
duly entertained, in a place that had been ſo long bleft 
with the faithful preaching of the word, and had been 
noted for ſo many eminent profeſſors of true religion; 
and he was not altogether miſtaken: He was received 

as an angel of God. | 
As a member of the Church univerſal, he had a good 
reſpe& and eſteem for many of our diſſenting brethren 
that are found in the faith, and holy and examplary 
in their lives, though they bad different ſentiments 
from him in matters of leffer moment; and when he 
met with any of them, converfe> with them freely.— 
As a miniſter of the Church of England he was con- 
ſormable to its doctrine, difcipline, and ceremonies, 
and ſerved the intereſt of this Church perhaps as much 
as moſt men of his rank and ſtation; however he 
might be reproached by ſome men. For (1.) He who 
in doctrine comes neareſt to the 7krrty-nine Articles, 
ſerves and honours the Church of England, more than 
they who contradict thoſe articles, in which is con- 
tained the Church of England's confeſſion of faith. — 
(2.) He who in the uſe of our holy forms, is folemn, 
ſerious, and grave, ſerves and honours the Church of 
England, more than they who buddle over the prayers, 
and carry no appearance of reverence in divine offices. 
—(3.) He who is ſtrict in his converſation, according 
to the gravity of the Canons, ſerves and honours the 
Church of England, more than they who. appear with 
much air and levity; and comply with riot and difor- 
der.—(4:) H- who ſpends moſt of his time in ſtudying, 
preaching, praying, and. viſiting his flock, ſerves and 
honours the Church of England, more than they who 
waſte their time in recreations, or worſe things. And 
by theſe means it was, that he kept the people of his 
pariſh firm to the public aſſemblies, fice from thoſe: 
Rents and diviſions that are to be ſeen in many numer- 
ous pariſhes: and the number of communicants at the 
Lord's table was very conſiderable, and ſuch as, gene- 
. Hlly ſpeaking, he could meet there with good farrsfac- 
of | tion; 
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tion; many of whom he brought to that ordinance by 
a perſonal application to them in private. 

His ſermons were plain and practical, ſuited to the 
meaneſt capacities; and ſuch as God bleſſed to the 
converſion, edification, aud ſalvation, of many fouls, 
He preached much upon the fundamental truths of the 
ſcripture and the Church of England; ſuch as relate to 
the perſon, natures, and offices of Chriſt,. and juſtif- 
cation, not by our beſt works, but by him, and faith in 
kim; and ſuch as relate to the divinity and offices of 
the Holy Spirit with reſpect to the Church and people 
of God, as their teacher, ſanctifier, helper, remem- 
brancer, and comforter, without whoſe influence no 
good thing is done; Nor was he at all inattentive to 
practical preaching; for every doctrine concerning 


Chriſt and the Holy Spirit, is to be improved in an 


application to the urging and promoting all virtue and 
godlinels, Religion and piety have flouriſhed under 
theſe doctrines, and will always decay where they are 
forſaken, or not heeded. 

His zeal and devotion were eminent in the Church; 
but he did not leave his religion there, but lived himſelf 
what he preached, being under the influence of thoſe 
truths which he preſſed upon others. He was a ſtrict ob- 
ſerver of the Lord's-day, and did not think the duties 
of the day were over, when public worſhip was ended; 
But he ſpent the evening with his family, in hearing 
them read the ſcriptures, in examining them con- 
cerning the ſermons they had heard, in catechiſing 
of them, in praiſing God, and in praying with and 
for them. - 

He was a great redeemer of time. He made it ap- 
pear that time was precious in his eſteem, by bis dili- 
gent improvement of it. Variety of buſineſs and em- 
ployment was the chief diverſion that hę had; and he 
was a man more than ordinarily mortified to the profits, 

Pleaſures, and vanities of the world. 5 
His pariſh and people were very dear to him, and 


be purſued their temporal and eternal advantages * 
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al his might. He ſeldom joined with others in prayer, 
but he prayed particularly for his people. „ 

Thus did he ſerve his generation by the will of God, 
magnity his office, adorn his profeſſion, and anſwer the 
dignity of bis holy calling ; giving diligence to the full 
afſurance of hope, which was a privilege that God 
gave him; for as he was a man of much grace, ſo he was 
a man of much peace and comfort. He enjoyed an un- 
interrupted calmnels and lerenity of mind, and lived in 
the comfortable hopes of God's love to his ſoul; and © 
his title to glory for many years: A mercy which thoſe 
who are involved in the buſineſs of the world, and 
ſwallowed up in the pleaſures of fin and ſenſuality, are 
ſtrangers to, and will not believe: nay, a mercy that God 
i; pleaſed to deny to ſome of his faithful ſervants, who 
ſometimes walk in darkneſs, and have no light. 

Upon the Lord's day, Oct. 17th, 1703, attending in 
the congregation at Dedham, his dear friend and aſſiſt- 
ant then officiating, he was ſeized with the beginning 
of his concluding ſickneſs. This meſſenger found him 
in God's houle and ſervice; not profaning or neglect- 
ing, but keeping a ſabbath; in the place where he had 
prayed fervently, preached zealoufly, and ſung the 

railes of the glorious Creator, Redeemer, and Com- 
9 chearfully ; where he had inſtructed diligently; 
exhorted to repentance, faith and holineſs, warmly; 
and reproved fin faithfully; in the place where he had 
pleaded the cauſe of God againſt the Romiſh Baal; 
the cauſe of Chriſt againſt Deiſm; tie cauſe of the 
Holy Ghoſt againſt the deriders of his name and office ; the 
cauſe of Faith againſt juſtification by imperfect works ; and 
the cauſe of ſpecial grace againſt the pretended powers of 
nature ts ſave; in the place where he had devoutly 
received and adminiſtered the Lord's ſupper, and where. 
bis lips had fed many; and where he had moſt delight- 
fully converſed with God, and had foretaſtes and firſt- 
fruits of heavenly joys; in this place the meſſenger of 
God came to call him from the lower to the upper houſe, 
from the temple into the holy of holies —His illneſs 
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was ſuch as made him leave that beloved place that 
morning; And his next approach to it was when 
devout men carried him thither, and made great 
lamentation. | | 
In the view of approaching death, he religiouſly en- 
tertained his kind and mourntul friends who came to 
fee him, prayed much himſelf with great ardour, and 
had the help alſo of his aſſiſtant's prayers by his bed, — 
In the midſt of his bodily affliftion, he remembered 
his beloved Dedham, and in a pang of love, ſigned a 
letter with his dying hand to his Dioceſau, recommend- 
ing a ſucceſſor to him, who he hoped would be faithful 
and diligent in the ſpiritual care of the flock he was 
no leaving. | | 
This ſickneſs was indeed to him the valley of the 
' ſhadow of death; out God ſo encouraged him that he 
feared no evil; and a light ſhined in this darknels, fo 
that his fears vaniſhed, and his hopes flouriſhed ; his 
conſcience witneſſed his integrity; and the ſpirit of God 
witneſſed with his ſpirit his adoption; and be went full 
fail to Heaven, as one of his friends who was preſent 
expreſſed it. | | 8 
When his friends about him bewailed their great loſs, 
which they feared was coming upon them by his depar- 
ture, he deſired them not to be too much concerned 
for him; for to him, he ſaid, to live was Chriſt, and 10 
die would be gain, And added, that, God would pro- 
vide for them.—He bleſſed God that he had finiſhed 
what he deſigned upon the New Teſtament, and that 
the way of 1t was prepared by very many prayers of 
his: (which prayers are anſwered to this day, in the 
benefit which multitudes of ſerious Chriſtians receive 
from it.)—There were ſeveral perfons by his dying bed, 
who (having declared, that under God he had been the 
inſtrument of their converſion, ) put him into an extacy 
of joy, —His an in his ſickneſs was very exem- 
plary. His ſra prayer, 


me was a continued courſe o 


thankſgiving, and chearful reſignation to the will of 


God; 
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God; and he was much in exhorting thoſe: that were 
about him. 4. er 11 95 

He took his ſolemn leave of his aſſiſtant, in thele 
words, ſhall, leave you, but may the preſence of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt be with you; I hope fer you again 
with joy at the reſurrettion of the juſt. Do 
ſeen in me that is good and imitable, follow. it; but what 
on have 05ſerved that is not ſo, let not your affetion to me 
[way you 10 do it. — This holy man, a very little time 
before his expiring breath, ſignifying his defire to leave 
this life, prayed in theſe words, Come, Lord JESUS, 
make a ſhort work of it! — He expired the next Lord's 
day after his icknets ſeized him, according to his defire 
to leave the world upon that day of ſpiritual reſt; and 
and went on a ſabbath to poſſeſs the glory he had ſo 
often preached of on that day. And may we who read _ 
this, to live, and ſo die! 1 


The following is the concluſiou of Mr. Burkitt's Funeral 
Sermon, preached by, the "Rev, Mr. Parkhurſt, on 
Lech. i. 5 8 ; F 


Ino conſider you his greatly beloved congrega- 
tion, How great a-ſhare bad you in his heart! With 
all his heart he ſtudied for yoo, preached to you, pray+ 
ed with and for you.—The fins he ſaw among you, 
he lamented ;z the graces he ſaw in you, he encgu» 
raged; and in all your afflictions he was afflicted, 
and in them gave you bis helping band and praying 
heart —You ſuffer much in his remove; And though 
you ſhould be greatly ſupplied, he will be much rey 
membered, unlels religion ſhould die here, which God 
prevent, 3 1 

And let me give you one ſerious Adnonition. Your 
prophet is dead; but the word he ſpake will live, and 
take hold of you. The threatnings he uttered againſt 
obſtinate ſinners, they live; and if any here perſiſt in 
their fins, God will accompliſh thoſe threatnings upon 
them. And the encouragement he ſpake to them that 
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live the goſpel, that yet lives; and in due time God will 
comfort ſuch, as he told you. His words (hall not fall 
to the ground, ada * 
Do not then put his ſermons into his grave, but call 
them to mind, and help one another in remempbering 
what was ſaid by your dead prophet. —And take care 
that you of Dedham be not irre ligious, leſt his, and the 
duſt of ſeveral religious, holy, zealous miniſters, en- 
riching your chancel, riſe up in judgment againſt you. 
O the account this town bath to give to the great 
and holy God for the plenty of beavenly manna rained 
down here, through the lips of divers eminent paſtors, 
placed in this poſt ſince the reformation ! 
Conſider it, all of you, and eſpecially family gover- 
hors, and improve the means of grace you have enjoyed, 
left by unprofitableneſs you ſhould provoke God to turn 
your Gofhen into a land of darknels, a place of glorious 
light and evangelical brightneſs, into the region and 
ſhadow of death.—If any of you ſhall continue in 
ignorance, or profaneneſs, or worklly-mindednels, or 
formality, ſhort of ſpiritual religion and ſerious godli- 
neſs, notwithſtanding the eminent proviſion you have had 
for your ſouls, you will find it more tolerable for Sodom 
and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for you.— 
But for you that fear God, and have fincerely improved 
under the holy labours of your deceaſed prophet, be 
| you comforted in the bleſſings God communicated to 
you by him. And though your miniſter js dead, God 
lives, and his covenant in Chriſt lives, and is eſtabliſhed 
in all things and ſure; Moreover, God may provide 
you another cryſtal ſtream; and if not, he can refreſh 
you more immediately from himſelf, the fountain of all 
goodneſs. ER + - : "to 
And now I ſhall add ſomething to the Succeſſr, 
whoever it is, whom God in his providence ſhall ſet 
over this eee not you diſcouraged by the 
excellencies of this immediate, or other your predeceſ- 
fors: But being faithful to God in watching over your 
 Ebarge, hope to enter into their labours by a great — 
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ceſs of yours — And in your induſtry, and cloſe appli- 

cation to your miniſtry, be encouraged by the thouſands 
of fervent prayers that lie before the throne of God for 
Dedham, lent up thither in the Redeemer's name, by 
his ambafſadors that have been here before you; — 
Withal, enquire into their hiſtory, and imitate their 
faith, zeal, holineſs, and moderation; and neither con- 
tradict nor ſuppreſs any of the truths and doctrines of 
the ſcripture and of the Church of England, which 


— 


they preached. And let not this place, in which I have 


the honour now to ſtand, remain only conſecrated to 


wiſe and holy diſcoyrſes; but let the incenſe alſo of 
ſolemn and ſomewhat enlarged prayers flill aſcend ſrom 
hence to the throne of the divine majeſty.—Love the 
people committed to you, and bear them "your 
heart in your ſecret addreſſes to God; And beg of him 
to lead you to things and expreſſions in your ſermons 
that may be ſuited to the variety 1n your auditory,— 
Be alſo a pattern to them of ſobriety, juſtice, meekneſs, 
zeal, godlineſs, purity, charity, faith, and heavenly- 
mindedneſs; that you may give up your account with 
joy, and may in the great day, ſtand with the lately 


dead prophet, and his and your glorious predeceſſors, at 
the right hand of our Redeemer. ee 
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MR. THOMAS JONES, LATE OF sr. SAVIOUR'S, » 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON. 


: 


R. Jones is univerſally acknowledged to have 
been one of the moſt eminent and eloquent 
preachers of this, or perhaps of any former age. In 
demonſtration of the Sprit and of power, he ſpoke 
from' the heart to the hearts of others. His manner 
was commanding and graceful; his matter edifying 


and found. He defended the truths of the goſpel by 


argument, and embelliſhed its precepts by ornament. 


He 
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He was indeed a poliſhed ſhaſt, and was honoured 
by his Maſter to become inſtrumental for good to 
No little of this excellence may be (till read in the vo- 
lume of his works, collected by the late Rev. Mr. Ro- 
maine, rector of St. Ann's, Blackfriars, and publiſhed 
ſoon after bis death, in 1763: A happineſs of expreſ- 
ſion, and ſtrength of reaſoning, are its characteriſtjcs. 
A boldneſs in ſupport of the great principles of Chriſ- 
tianit y, ſo much neglected by our modiſh and our mo- 
dern preachers, from whom, on that account, be 
fuffered many hardſhips; and an animation that en- 
gages out attention as well as affecis the heart, glows in 
every line, and gives life to every page. | 
From Mr. Romaine's prelace and funeral-ſermon, 
we make the following excerpts expreflive of our au- 
thor's private life and character. 1 
Before the Lord was pleaſed to call him, be was 
walking in the error of his ways, like others who 
know not God, The time was, writes he, when our 
brother walked as other men allo walk, in the vanity 
of his mind, having his underſtanding darkened, and 
being alienated from the life of God through the! ig- 
norance that was in him, becauſe of the blindneſs of 
his heart. Of this, however, God made him deeply 
ſenſible, and he was never aſhamed to own it, His firſt 
awakening was by the gradual working of the law up- 
on his conſcience. It was not by outward means, 
ſuch as hearing the word preached, or by ſome at- 
flicting providence, ſickneſs, trouble, or the like, but 
by the inward conviction of fin, wrought by the Spi- 
rit of God upon his conſcience. He had his ſtrongeſt 
convictions where he could have no means. The 
views which he had bereby of bis ſtate and danger 
were very deep and diſtreſſing. He went mourning 
for a long time, bowed down under the ſenſe of guilt 
and the power of unbelief. In this ſchool of hamili- 
ation he learnt ſelf-knowledge. Here he was taught 
the ſad effect of a ruined, ſpoiled nature, of a foul ” 
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praved in all its faculties, eftranged from the mind 


and will of God, and governed by its own corrupt 
and ſtubborn will, commanding the body to give up 
its memhers as inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs unto 
fin, Here he was taught what fin is, namely, the 
tranſgreſſion of the law, which is exceeding ſinful, 
becauſe the law is holy, juſt, and good, a perfe& copy 
of the divine perſections. And ets he was taught 
the damnable nature of heart-fin, which is the foun- 
tain from which all fin flows, and which, in the heart 
of the natural man, is ever flowing over. He learnt 
theſe leſſons with ſuch deep experience, that the im- 
2 laſted all his days; for when God ſhewed 
im great mercy, and he was enabled to believe in the 
Lord Jeſus, fill he found nothing of himſelf wherein 
to glory, Humble and low in his own eyes, he was 
ready to give the honour to whom alone honour was 
due. Yea, after he was greatly ſtrengthened and eſta» 

bliſhed, ſo as to live by faith on the Eon of God, ſtil 
he knew that all was mercy. Mercy, free mercy, had 
from him all the praiſe; and to ſhew forth the praiſes 
of this free mercy which he had ſo freely recerved, was 
the grand aim and end of his lite. | 

For this purpoſe his views were early directed to 
the ſervice of the ſanctuary. Love to precious ſouls 
was his great motive; and it was this which carned 
him through amidſt all the trials and difficulties he 
met with in proſecution of this great deſign. His own 
flock in particular, to whom the Lord had made him 
an overſeer, was much his heart: How earneſt 


in prayer for them! and to the laſt how mindful of 


them! Often in his fickneſs crying, © Lord, feed thy 
ſheep; Lord, feed thy ſneep; and in health ever con- 
triving and ſtudying what might be uſeful to their beſt 
jatereſt. 51 | 

There was an alm's-houſe in Mr. Jones's pariſh, 
called the college, and ſome ſmall ſtipend for doing 
duty in it, which he judged it diſhoneſt to receive with- 
oat working for it. Accordingly he began to read 


prayers, 


/ 
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prayers, and expound the ſcripture there: he conti - 


nued for ſome time, the congregation being very large, 
and the ſucceſs great; but he was at length ſtopped, 
and reſuſed the uſe of the chapel. After this he ſet 


up a weekly lecture in his chytch, but had not preach- 


ed it long before he was denied the liberty of his pul- 
pit. He was not, however, diſcouraged, but went on 
giving, away good books, ſome of which he carried in 
perſon to every houſe in the pariſh, weekly catechiſing 
the children of his pariſhoners, who came to his 
own houſe for that purpoſe, and paying religious vi- 
fits among their parents, with whom he ſpoke as to 
the ſtate of their ſouls. By ſuch methods, befides the 
ſtated duties of his office, he tried to win men to 
Chriſt; in performing which he ſeemed to ſet God 
ever before him, and to be greatly drawn out in love 
to his hearers, of whom a very great number, I truſt, 


did frequent his miniſtry, not led thither by the eaſe 


of his delivery, the ſweetneſs of his voice, or ſmooth- 
neſs of his periods, but becauſe they felt the weight 


and importance of the doctrines preached. Several l 


myſelf am acquainted with, who hearing him upon 
the entire ruin of man by the fall, were convinced that 
they were in this ſtate; and upon the entire recovery o 
man through Chriſt Jeſus, were enabled by bis word 
and. Spirit to believe in him for righteouſneſs, and 
to live upon him for grace to walk even as he alſo 
walked; and many ſuch I hope will be his joy, and 
crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord, 


For ſome years preceding his deceaſe, Mr. Jones 


was afflicted with a diſorder which kept him very low, 
and brought him often to death's door: All the while, 
however, his growth in grace was great and remark- 
able. The . gained over the old man was never 


more manifeſt, and his deadneſs to the world. never 


more apparent. He was refined in the furnace of af- 
fliction, and tried like gold purified ſeven times in the 
fire. In the wholeſome ſchool of adverſity he bad 


under 
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learnt reſignation to the will of God, which made him,. 
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under his long and great weak neſs of body, Liss the 
rod, and be chankfu and delivered him from imp 
tience, fretfulneſs, or murmuring, with all thole ſelf 
iſn tempers which want zo have our will, and not 
2 s to be done. There learnt to live by faith 
on Chriſt in all his offices; as a Prophet, to teach 
bi wiſdom to lead him to God; as a Prieſt, to bring 
him near to God by his atoning blood and beef 
neſs; and as a King, to keep him near to God, ruling 
in him and over him. This faith was tried, and it grew 
by trials. Hereby he Jearnt What the patience of the 
faints 'is;—an act of faith, namely, under outward af- 
flitions, looking up to God for grace to hold out as 
long as they laſt: And, ſuch was our author's patience 
under a tedio "Illneſs, never having been heard to 
murmur; and pon bis death- beck fearing nothing but 
a dj fition to repite. 
is laſt ſicktiels Was indeed ſweetened with divine | 
: his faith} Bis. refignation, bis comforts failed * 
ww 905 th gracious ( God ſhewed how dear and pre- 
cious he was to im, by removing every f tia 
could rende 1 * in the leaſt dreadful. He was. 
not even i 0 have one doubt concernin 
his - intereſt” ih” briſt, but lived happily, and d 
rejoicing, 

In his thirts jet » year a fever ſeized, and ifler . 
days cartied him off, on the ſixth of June 1762, At 
intervals, 'be ſpc ke much to the comfort of his attend- 
ing friends? e hope it may be alſo fo the inſtruckion 
of bis furviving fellows. 

Humility of heart was the diſtinguiſhing part, of 
our author's charaQer. Hereby appeared the genuine- 
neſs of his faith, whoſe 57 act declares our empti- 
neſs and want of all ſpiritu good while it leads to 
Chriſt for the \fomiled ſupply. "When wal 110g there- 
fore, ſor his. 41 ffolution, he demonſtrated. A all how _ 
greatly the Lord had” bumbled him. Speaking about 
the | ate of bis. ſou | to one, he declared, t that 46 a c 
he had Ons to truſt to but the err 

25 | righteouſneſs; 
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_ righteouſneſs; and that his faith in it had been 6 
ſtrengthened during his illneſs, as now to take away all 
doubt and fear. 5 * 
Of his former deadneſs to the things of time, he 
now felt the comfort, as appeared from that ſweet 
expreſſion of his on his death - bed, It is not dying 
| "out of the world, but dying in the world, and parti 

with all its toys and trifles, and that not with fick 

or pain.” Now were brought into lively exerciſe the 
. of the new and inward man; faith was vigorous, 
hope unclouded, and love undivided. Theſe made the 
approach of death welcome, as he found in his laſt 
moments, when he laid.“ An eternal life of g 

for a life of miſery? Who would not exchange mi- 
ſery for happineſs? Haſten,—O baſten, dear Lord.“ 
And in one of his weakeſt hours, Bleſſed be God 
for that degree of faith which he bath given me; for 
though it has operated in fo weak a manner, yet I have 
many bleſſed and comfortable marks in my own ſoul 
of his love to me.” Here was faith and much humi- 
lity indeed. He could find nothing in himſelf to put 


the leaſt truſt in as to acceptance with God, and there- 


fore his truſt was ſtronger in Chriſt :—© What an un- 
felt, what an unthought of corruption, be cried, is 
here both in body and ſoul! My fleſh and my heart 
faileth, but God is the ſtrength of my heart and por- 


tion for ever.” His ground for this be declared was,— 


„A covenant of "mercy, free grace in the Lord Jeſus,” 


in which, knowing that he had his ſhare, le could 
fay,—** Now, let thy ſervant depart in peace, for mine 


eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation. Now, Lord, I can Jay 
me down in peace, and ſafely take my reſt,” _ 9 

In this happy frame, he was praying“ Lord, ſe- 
cure a ſoul thou haſt died to ſave, when, after a pauſe, 


1 
4 


he cried, —* He will, he will: I have part here; I ſhall 
have all ſoon.” On the Friday before he died, God 


was pleaſed e bim with a ſight of bis 
falvation:—* 1 have h; 
thy love. 


TT WS 42> — 3 .* — 
* » 


7 

7 

\ 
: 
; 


had a glorious View, faid he, of 
| ö „ = * 
e een . 


| PIOUS MEMORIALSs 403 


love ſhed abroad in his heart brought many ſweet 
words out of his dying mouth; ſuch as, —* For me 
to live is Chriſt, to die is gain. Come, Lord Jeſus; 
come quickly, and give me an eaſy diſmiſſion. Lord, 
give me an eaſy diſmiſſion to a bleſſed eternity. Ere, 
this time to-morrow, perhaps, I ſhall be where all ſor- 
' row is done away. I ſhall have a Sabbath of trinity, 
before I thought of it, to warſhip a tri-une God,” © 
To Mrs. Jones, he ſaid, “ Don't be ſurpriſed at 
any alteration you may ſee in me; for death always 
makes ſtrange alterations. When the Lord is pleaſed. 
to give me my diſmiſſion, rejoice over my olg, and 
praiſe God for what e have ſuffered together here, and 
for what we ſhall enjoy together hereafter.” KY 
Towards his latter end he was much in prayer; and 
theſe were ſome of his expreſſions, ! The filver cords. 
of life are breaking; man goeth to his long home; and 
the mourners go about the ſtreets: Lord, guide me 
home in ſafety, and lead through the ſhadow of death. 
This mortal ſhall put on immortality: Though worms 
deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I fee God; 
whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf and mine eyes ſhall behold, 
and not another. I go hence like a ſhadow that de- 
clineth; I wither away like graſs; but the Lord is the 
portion of my ſoul, and my ſtrong hope. | am ſo full 
of pain indeed, that I can think but little; yet I know. 
that Jeſus is carrying qn the intereſts of my poor ſoul 
notwithſtanding.” And one of his laſt ſayings, was, 
„] am of the church of the firſt-born, who (hall ſtand 
on Mount Sion; one choſen from among my brethren; | 
2 finner ſaved, a finner ſaved.” | 
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THE LIFE OF DR. DODDRIDGE, 


R. PHILIP DODDRIDGE, was born in Lon- 
don, Jane 26, 1702; of eſteemed parents, de- 
8 E e e 2 ſcended 
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ſcended of an ancient family, and the 2oth child of his 
father's marriage. His younger days were ſpent in 
ſtudy, with a view to the miniſtry, part at Kingſton 
upon Thames, ' part at St. Alban's, and part at an aca- 
demy at Kibworth in Leiceſterſhire, under the care of 
the pious Mr. Jobn Jennings. In his twenticth year 
he entered on the miniſterial work, and preached his firſt 
ſermon from thele words, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. / any may 
love not the Lord Jeſus Chrift, let him be Anathema, 
Moran-atha; to which he atterwards found, two per- 
fons owed: their converſion. He had invitations 2 
Hiokley, and Coventry, to ſettle among them; but 
choſe Kibworth, that in the retirement he might purſue 
his ſtudies with greater advantage. He continued here 
far ſome time; but removed to Harborough as an al- 
ſiſtant to Dr. Some, in the office of a tutor; and at 
laſt accepted of a call to Northampton, (having de- 
clined ſeveral others,) where he was ordained miniſter, 
March 19, 1739, of the diſſenting congregation. in 
Caſtlehill; among whom be laboured faithtully and 
ſycceſsfully, till he had waſted his ſtrength in the ſer- 
vice of his Maſter, carrying on at the ſame time, with 
the duties of his paſtoral office, the ſuperintendence 
of an academy, io which were educated no leſs than 
two hundred young men 1n the ſpace of two and 
twenty years, the greater part of whom, are now in the 
ſervice of the church. Aſſiduity and diligence, avarice 
of time, and conſtant employment, were eminently 
characteriſtic of the Doctor's character; and theſe are 
proofs of it. kal 

la public life, however, bis worth did not chiefly 
appear. As a private Chriſtian he riſes in our eſteem 
far above the common herd, no leſs than he ſurpaſſes 
moſt as an affetionate preacher, a faithful labourer, 
an uſeſul teacher, an evangelical writer, and a learned 
expolitor. 4063. 21146-34543 42804 

His carly piety was eminent: At fourteen years of 
age he begun to keep a diary of his liſe, and an account 

God's dealings with bis immortal ſoul. - mk, 7 . 
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bleſſing to many poor even at that age, and became 
the means of good to his companions at ſchool, whom 


he excited to join together in meetings for prayer. 
But his care to maintain th? life of religion on his ſoul, 
appcars in 88 ſo ſtrong as the rules for the di- 
Kt. of his conduct, drawn up while a ſtudent, and 
wrote in the beginning of his Bible, Their ipſertion + 
may perhaps be of ule to ſome into whole hands theſe 


memoirs may come, Who will thank us for them. 


« 1, Let my firſt thoughts be devout and thankful, 
Let me riſe early, immediately return God more ſolemn 
thanks for the mercies of the night, devote myſelf to 
him, and beg his aſſiſtance. in the intended buſineſs of 
the day. 2. In this and every other act of devotion, 
let me recollect my thoughts, ſpeak directly to him, 
and never give way to any thing, internal or external, 
that may divert my attention, 3. Let me ſet myſelf 
ta read the ſcriptures every morning: In the firſt read- 
ing let me endeavour to impreſs my heart with a prae- 
tical ſenſe of divine things, and then uſe tlie he p of 
commentators; let theſe rules, with proper alterations, 
be obſerved every evening. 4. Never ler me trifle with 
a book with which I have no preſent concern. In ap- 
plying myſelf to any book, let me firſt recolle& what 
I may learn by it, and then beg ſuitable aſſiſtance from - 
God; and let me continually endeavour to make all 
my ſtudies ſubſervient to practical religion and mi- 
niſterial uſefulneſs. 5. Never let me loſe one minute 
of time, nor incur. unneceſſary expences, that I may 


have the more to ſpend for God. 6. When I am call- 


ed abroad, let me be deſirous of doing good and re- 
ceiving good. Let me always have in readineſs ſome 
ſubject of contemplation, and endeavour to improve 
my time by good tlioughts as I go along. Let me en- 
deavour to render mylelf agreeable and uſeful to all 
about me, by a tender, compaſſionate, friendly beba- 
vicur, avoiding all trifling impertinent ſtories; remem- 
bering that imprudence is fin. 7, Let me uſe great 


moderation at meals, and fee that I am not . 
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cal in prayers and thapk{grrings at them. 8. Let me 
never delay any thing, unleſs | can prove that another 
time will be more fit than the preſent, or that ſome 
other more important duty requires my immediate 
attendance. 9. Let me be often lifting up my heart to 
God in the intervals of ſecret worſhip, repeating thoſe 
petitions, which are of the greateſt importance, and a 
ſurrender of myſelf to his ſervice. 10. Never let me 
enter into long ſchemes about future events, but in the 
general refer myſelf to God's care. 11. Let me labour 
aſter habitual gratitude and love to God and the Re- 
_ deemer, practiſe ſelſ-denial, and never indulge any 
thing that may prove a temptation to youthful luſts. 
_ Let me guard againſt pride and vain-glory ; remember- 
ing that I have all from God's hand, and that I have 
delerved the ſeveteſt puniſhment. 12. In all my ſtu- 
dies let me-remember, that the ſouls of men are im- 
mortal, and that Chriſt died to redeem them. 13. Let 
me conlecrate my fleep, and al! my recreations, to 
God; and ſcek them for bis ſake. 14. Let me fre- 
quently aſk myſelf, What duty, or what temptation 
is now before me? '15; Let me remember, that, 
through the mercy of God in a Redeemer, 1 hope I am 
within a few. days of heaven. 16. Let me be tre- 
quently ſurveying theſe rules, and my conduct as com- 
pared with them. 17. Let me frequently recollect, 
which of theſe rules I have preſent occaſion to practiſe. 
18. If I have grolsly erred in any of theſe particu- 
lars, let me not think it an excuſe for erring in 
others. 6 WA AY 2 1 * 1 
Ils the more advanced periods of his life, he kept up 
the ſame plan of devotion which he bad followed while 
a ſtudent, and of which there were found many in- 
ſtances among bis papers. Such is the following, 
drawn up after preaching on theſe words; I knozy you, 
that ye have not the love of God in you. 1. I Will en- 
deavour to think of God more frequently than 1 have 
done, and to make the thought of him familiar to my 
aim in ſeaſons of leiſure and ſolitude. 2. 1 will . 
1 d ; - 
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after communion with him, eſpecially in every ad of 
devotion through this week, For this purpoſe I would 
recollect my thoughts before I begin, watch oyer my 
heart in the duty, and confider afterwards how I have 
ſucceeded, 3. I will pray for-conformity to God, and 
endeayour to imitate him in wiſdom, juſtice, truth, 
faithfulneſs, and goodneſs. 4. | will rejoice in God's 
government of the world, and regard his interpolition 
in all my perſonal concerns. 5. I will pray for zeal 
in my Maſter's intereſt, and will make the advancement 
of bis glory the great end of every action of life.” 6. 
J will cultivate a peculiar affection to Chriſtians, as 
ſuch. 7. I will ſtudy the divine will, and endeavour 
to practiſe every duty. 8. I will be diligently upon 
my guard againſt every thing which may forfeit the 
favour of God, and provoke his diſpleaſure. I reſolve 
particularly to make theſe things my care for the enſu- 
ing week, and hope. I ſhall find the benefit of it, and 
perceive at the clole, that my evidences of the ſincerity 
of my love to God are more (table and flouriſhing, than 
they at preſegt are. je l 
Such too. the plan of buſineſs and meditation, Which 
always: lay upon his deſk, and was teyiewed by him 
every new day, * Every morning, tiſing and dreſüng. 
meditate. On Lord's day the concerns of the church 
in general, — Monday, rules for my own conduct. 
| Tueſday, the cale ot my friends. Medueſday, mercies 
received. Thurſday, the concerns of the congregation. 
Friday, evangelical views. Saturday, my relations 
Each day remember ſpecial hints, — Then pray,, te- 

Go |, read the ſcriptures, ſing 
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oe, ſucce 
hand, u; ſubmit in all | 
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ſmall; ſurrender all comforts' to him. — Temptations; 
foreſeen; obſerved, reſiſted; preſenee of God, Chriſt, 
angels, and men rementbered for caution.— Grace; 
dependence upon it; earneſtly ſought, to awaken holy 
affections, © through Chriſt. by the Spirit, frequent 
ejaculations.— I hong hts during intervals; a general com- 
mand 'praRtifed ; ſabje&s of them, morning-feripture; 
the laſt, the next ſermon. —Diſtou#ſe'; innocent, uſe- 
ful, provided for. — Evagelical views; bleſs God for 
Chriſt and the Spirit; daily exercife faith in Chriſt, as 
teacher, atonement,” interceſſor, governor, example, 
ſtrength, ,guardian, forerunner.— Avoid exceſs, impru- 
dence, formality in prayers and praiſes, eſpecially at 
meals. Repeat as above in the evening, and add (elf. 
examination. Have attended to proper buſineſs, im- 
proved ſermons or other writings, watched over pu- 
pils?—Aſk the proſperity of the academy, congregation, 
our country; reformation advanced; thy kingdom come. 
— My relations; miniſter, tutor, dotmeſtic, writer, 
friend, viſitant, correſpondent.Liſt of friends to he 
particularly prayed for. —Perſons in the congregation, 
according to their circumſtances, unconverted, awak- 
ened, alienated, excommunicated, the various afflicted. 
Remember the notes of laſt Lord's day. Memorandum; 
Tbere muſt be an enlargement of foul previous to any 
remarkable'ſuccefs; and great dih in prayer, and 
ſtrict watchfulneſs over my own ſoul, previous to any 
great and habitual enlargement; and deep humiliation 
muſt precede both. When the ground is thus-prepar- 
eg, great and good fruit may ariſe from ſmall ſeeds, — 
1 find it never, will in family-worſhip,” when it is 
not ſo in ſecret; never well abroad,” when it 125 4 
fo at home; nor on common days, when not fo or the 
Lors.“ 9a „maroon 7 YA) * 1 
lis uncommon diligence, activity and refofutjon in 
the diſpateh of buſineſs; his attempts to do mach: 
good, and to promote und encourage the zeil of 
athers;> beyond the limits of his on congregation and 
af fie 


7 behaviour, 


family 5==bis"exthoſiciſin, moderat, 
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behaviour, to petſons of different ſentiments and per- 
ſuaſions ; his benevolence, affability, public ſpirit, 
and liberality ;—his humility and dependence on di- 
vine aſſiſtances; his patience, ſerenity, and chearful- 
neis under affli ions, upon the principles of the goſ- 
pel;—his temper and forgiveneſs undet unjuſt treat- 
ment;—and, above all, his piety towards God, and 
his devotion, as the ſupport of that and every other 
virtue, were eminent parts of the private character of 
this great Chriſtian, and particulars that claim our eftrem . 
and imitation, | | 

But we now haſten to take a view of the happy effe& 
of a life ſo ſpent in the love and the fear of God; in 
that peace ot mind and holy joy, which ſhed a diſtin» 
guithed luſtre on its concluding (ſcenes. | 

The nearer he approached to his diſſolution, his ſpi- 
rituality and heavenly temper was obſerved viibly to 
increaſe. He ſeemed to be got above the world; his 
affections were more ſtrongly ſet upon heaven, and lis 
breathings were great after immortality, * I bleſs 
God, ſaid he in a letter to a friend, earth is leſs and 
leſs to me: And I ſhall be very glad to have done 
with it once for all, as ſoon as it ſhall pleaſe my Maſ- 
ter to give me leave: Yet for him I would live and 
labour; and J hope, if ſuch were his will, ſuffer too. 
May you increaſe. while | decreaſe, and ſhine many 
years as à bright ſtar in the Redeemer's hand when 1 
am fer”: Ig: > 

In December 1750, he contracted a cold going to 
St. Albans to preach the funeral ſermon of his worthy 
friend Dr. Samuel Clark, which was the foundation 
of all his after diſtreſſes. The diſorder occafioned by 
it increaled to much, that it was found neceffary he 
ſhould lay aſide his work, and retire for his recovery. 
He went to London, to Shrewſbury, and to Briſtol, 
with this view, but all in vain. The. period of his 
uſefulnels was now ſhortly at end; and his God was 
ſoon to call him to himſelf. Of this he ſeems to have 
had ſenſible preſages, and frequent impreſſions: His 

18 , LE. text 
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text at the laſt adminiſtration of the ſacrament in 
Northampton, was from Heb, xii. 23. Pe are come tg 
the general ajembly and church of the firſt born, which are 
written in heaven: And he then dropped ſome hints of 
his approacbing diſſolution, and ſpoke of taking leave 
of them with the greateſt tenderneſs. and affection. 
The ſubject of his laſt diſcourſe from the pulpit to his 
beloved flock, was no leſs remarkable: Yhether we live, 
we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto 
the Lord; whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the 
Lord's: In which he ſpoke to them, as if he knew he 
was to ſpeak to them no more. 
Though the outward man indeed was fo ſenfibl 
decaying, that he uſed to ſay, he died daily; yet the 
inward man was renewed day by day: The warmth of 
devotion, of zeal, and of frienaſſhip, grew ſtronger and 
ſtronger; his defires after heaven were more ardent, 
and his views more near. What a friend will you 
in heaven!” writes he to one: How glad ſhall 
be to welcome you there, after a long, a glorious 
courſe of ſervice, to increaſe the luſtre of your crown! 
May you long ſhine, like a fun upon the earth, with 
your light, warmth, and influence, when there remain 
not any united particles of that poor, waſting, ſinking 
frame, which enables this immortal ipirit to call itſelf 
your friend in everlaſting bonds!“ 

His ſupports, indeed, were neither ſew nor ſmall; 
they were raiſed upon that rock of ages which can 
never fail. God hath, as it were, ſaid he, let hea- 
ven down upon me, in thoſe nights of weakneſs and 
waking. I am not ſuffered once to loſe my hope, My 
confidence is, not that I have lived ſuch or ſuch a life, 
or ſerved God in this or the other manner; I know of 
no praver I ever offered, no ſervice I ever performed, 
but there has been ſuch a mixture of what was wrong 
ia it, that inſtead of recommending me to the favour. 
of God, I needed bis pardon, through Chriſt for the 
fame, Yet he hath enabled me in ſincerity to ſerve 
him. Popular applauſe was not the thing 1 | 


. 
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If 1 might be honoured to do good, and my heavenly | 


Father might ſee his poor child attempting, though 
feebly and imperſectly, to ſerve him, and meet with 


his approving eye and commending ſentence, Well 
done, good and faithſul ſervant ;—this my ſoul regarded, 


and was moſt ſolicitous for. I have no hope in what 
] have been or done. Yet I am full of confidence; 
and this is my confidence, there is 4 hope ſet before me; 
I have fled, I ſtill fly for refuge to that hope. In bim 
I truſt; in him I have ſtrong conſolation, and ſhall 
aſſuredly be accepted in this beloved of my ſoul. The 
Spirit of adoption is given me, enabling me to cry, 
Abba, Father. I have no doubt of my being a child 
of God, and that life and death, and all my preſent 
exerciſes, are directed in mercy, by my adored heavenly 
Father.“ fd, | 
All former remedies proving ineffectual to ſtop the 
courſe of his diſeaſe, he was adviſed by able phyſi- 
cians, as the laſt reſource, to undertake a voyage to 
Liſbon, where the warmer climate might perhaps be 
of ule to him. After much ſolicitation of his friends, 
and prayer to God for direction, he conſented; left 
Briſtol, September 17th, and landed at Liſbon, October 
13, 1754. | | 
During all the fatigue of travelling, weariſome 
nights, and weeks of Janguiſhing, patience had its 
perfect work. No complaining word was uttered; 
no mark of an uneaſy diſcontented mind ſeen; a hea- 
venly calm dwelt in his breaſt; and in the moſt diſtteſ- 
fing moments, all was placid and chearful. His am- 
bition was to be perfectly reſigned to God; and if at 
any time life ſeemed defirable to him, it was only as an 
opportunity of teſtifying by further ſervices his gra- 
titude and love, When his friends reminded him of 
his fidelity, diligence, or zeal, to his power, and 
even beyond it, he uſed to reply, —* 1 am nothing; 
all js to be aſcribed to the free grace of God.” And 
never did the meaneſt and moſt uſeleſs Chriſtian with 
greater humility renounce all ſelf-dependence, and 
Frfz enn 
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ſhadow of merit than he. His only hope and 
ofa ul expectation of pardon and acceptance, he often 
declared, were founded on the. mercy of God, through 
| the merits and interceſſion of his Redeemer: And it 


was great ſatisfaction to bim to reflect, that through 


fhe whole courſe of his miniſtry, it had been his con- 
ſtant concern to direct and recommend his heaters to 
this only foundation, on which he then felt he could 
ſo ſafely truſt his own ſoul. And often he profeſſed 
his — belief of the truth, importance, and excel - 
lency of thoſe doctrines. which. it had been the huſi - 
nets ok his life to explain, illuſtrate, and enforce: And 
it was his fervent prayer, that God would by his Spirit 
lead the minds of miniſters. into a juſt knowledge of 
them, and give their eyes to ſee, and their hearts to eel, 
their reality, e and ſweetneſs, | ia the ſame manner 
as he did, 
At Liſbon he was kindly received and entertained 
by many who had beard of his worth, and the value 
by that 4 they did their beſt endeavours to preſerve. 


Bot in vain; the Judge of the earth bad ordered that, 


tbere he ſhould iy this world; and all the care of 
man to prevent it was of no elekt. In the houſe 
where he lodged, he found Dr. Watts on the Happi- 
nels of ſeparate Spirits, wbich. afforded him much con- 
ſolation and pleaſure. In the peruſal of it, and the 
ſacred volume, his time. ſo far as bis ſtrength would 
permit, was: employed; converſation being forbid as 
hurtful to his health. 

About a week. after his. arrival, he was removed. a 
few miles into the country, where, the rainy ſeaſon 
coming on with unuſual violence, cut off every bope 
his friends had entertained from. air and exerciſe, and 


feemed the appointed inſtrument of Providence to cut 


ſhort his ſew remaining days. On Thurſday, October 

24th, a colliquative r ſeized him, and ſoon 

exbauſted his little ſtreng This night, which 

d laſt 4 ratiana) all, his mind ene 
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the ſame vigaur, calmneſs, and joy, which it had felt 
and expreſſed during his whole illneſs. - Mrs. Dad- 
dridge ſtill attended him; and he faid ta her, that he 
had been making it his humble and earneſt requeſt, 
that God would ſupport and comfort her; that it had - 
been his defire, if it were the divine will, to ſtay a 
little longer upon earth, to promote the honour and 
intereſt of his beloved Lord and Maſter; but now, the 
only pain he felt in the thought of dying, was his fear 
of that diftrefs and grief which would come upon her 
in caſe of his removal. After a ſhort pauſe he added, 
— But I am ſure my heavenly Father will be with 
you, It is a joy to me to think, how many friends 
and comforts you are returning to. Sure am I that 
God will be with you and comfort you, that I think 
my death will be a greater bleſling to you, than 
ever my life hath been.” He defired her to remem- 
ber him in the moſt affectionate manner to his dear 
children, his flock, and all bis friends; and tell them 
of the gratitude his heart felt, and the bleſſings he 
wiſhed for them all, on account of their kind and 
goodneſs to him: Nor was the family where he lodg» 
ed, nor even his own ſervant, forgotten in theſe ex- 
preſſions of his pious benevolence. Many devout 
ſentiments and aſpirations he uttered 3 but her beart 
was too much affected with his approaching change, 
to be able to recolle&t them, After laying 15 ſome 
time, and being ſuppoſed aſleep, be told ber, he had 
been renewing his covenant-engagements with God, 
and though he bad: not felt all that delight and joy 

which he bad ſo often done, yet he was fure the 
Lord was his God, and he bad a chearſul well-ground- 
ed hope, through the Redeemer, of being received 
to his everlaſting mercy. He lay in à gentle doſe the 
ſollowing day, and continued ſo till about an hour 
before he died; when in his laſt ſtruggle he | 
reſtleſs, fetched ſeveral deep fighs, and quickly after 
obtained his releaſe from the burden of the fleſh, on 


Saturday, 
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Saturday, October the 26th, about three o'clock in 
the morning: His ſou] mounting to that felicity to 
which he had long been aſpiring; and the proſpect of 
which had given him ſuch ſtrong conſolation during his 
illneſs and decay. * * oe . 


kur LIFE OF MR. JONATHAN EDWARDS; 

"RESIDENT EDWARDS, faith his biographer, 
was, perhaps, one of the greateſt, beſt, and moſt 
uſeſul men that have lived in this age. He diſcovered 


bimſelf, to be one of the greateſt of divines by bis 


converſat ion, preaching, and writings; one of remark - 
able ſtrength of mind, clearneſs of thought, and depth 
of penetration; who well underſtood, and was able 
above molt others, to vindicate the great doctrines of 
Chriſtianity to the world. No one has been more 
univerſally eſteemed and acknowledged to be a bright 
Chriſtian, an eminently good man. His love to God, 
and zeal for his — his uprigbtneſs and humility, 
ſelf-denial ard weanedneſs from the things of a preſent 
life, his conſcientious, conſtant, and univerſal obedi- 
ence; in one word, the goodneſs and holineſs of his 


heart have been as evident and conſpicuous as the un- 
common great neſs and ſtrength of his underſtanding. - 


And that this diſtinguiſhed light bas not ſhone in vain, 
there are a cloud of witneſſes. God, who gave him 
theſe great talents, alſo led lim into a way of improv- 
ing them, both by preaching and writing, which bas 
doubtleſs proved the means of converting many from 


the error of their ways, and of greatly promoting 


the intereſt of Chriſt's church, both in Europe and 
America. V 
Mr. Edwards, continues he, was born October 3, 


1703, at Windſor, a town in Connecticut, North- 
America; the ſon of Mr. Timothy Edwards, 1 | 
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of the goſpel there for upwards of fiſty- nine years, and 
of Mrs. Eſther Stoddard, daughter of the late famous 
Mr. Solomon Stoddard, of Northampron, well known 
by his many valuable writings. He entered Yale 
college in the year 1716, and was choſen tutor- in 
ſpring 1724. On an invitation from the people of 
Northampton, he was ordained to the work of the 
miniſtry, and ſettled. colleague there with his grand- 
father Stoddard, February 15th, 1727, in the 24th 
year of his age, where he continued until June 
22d, 1750, twenty-three years and four months, 
From thence he was removed to a miſſion at Stock 
bridge; and laſt of all, upon the death of Mr, Aaron 
Burr, on the 4th of January, 1758, was made preſident 
of New-Jerſey college, alter ſome time ſpent in ſerious 
conſideration as to the propriety of his acceptaice; 
t muſt ſuffice to lay, that in each of theſe ſpheres, his 
diligence was great, his converſation exemplary, and 
his ſucceſs conſiderable. Nor was his: uſefulneſs con- 
fined to theſe alone; he did good to all around him; 
and was an inſtrument under God of turning many 
from darkneſs to light, in various parts of the Weſtern 
world. | 1 aid 
The private ebaracter, however, is that with which 
at preſent we have moſt concern; of which the beſt 
judgment may be formed by the ſubſequent extracts. 
from his life and diary. F 
And, firſt, of his converſion, experiences, and re- 
ligious exerciſes, as related by himſelf.—“ I had à va- 
riety. of concerns and exerciſes about my ſoul from my 
childhood; hut had two more remarkable ſeaſons of 
awakening, before I met with that change, by which I 
was brought to thoſe new diſpoſitions, and that new; _ 
ſenſe of things that I have ſince had. The ſicſt time 
was when I waz a boy, ſome years before | went to col- 
lege, at a time of remarkable awakening in my father's! 
congregation, - I was then very much affected for many 
months, and concerned about the things of religion, 
and my ſoul's ſal /ation; and was abundant in 1 g 
Cy 5 | 1 vie 
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I uſed to pray five times a-day in ſecret, to ſpend much 
time in religious talk with other boys; and to meet 
with them to pray together. I experienced I know not 
what kind of delight in religion. My mind was much 
engaged in it, and had much felf-righteous pleaſute; 
and jt was my delight to abound in religious duties, 
I, with ſome of eee joined together, and 
built a booth id a ſwamp, in a very ſecret and retired 
place, for a place of goes And beſides, ' I had 

rticular ſecret places of my own in the woods, Where 

uſed to retire by myſelf; and uſed to be from time 
to time much affected. My affections ſeemed to be 
lively, and eafily moved, and ] ſeemed to be in my 
element when engaged in religious duties. And I am 
ready to think, many are deceived with ſuch affe&ions, 
and ſuch a kind of delight, as I then had in religion, 
and miſtake it for grace. | | 

«*« But in procels of time, my. convictions and affec- 
tions wore off; 1 entirely loſt all thoſe affeRions and 
delights, and left off ſecret prayer, at leaft as to any 
conſtant performance of it; and returned like a dog 10 
bis vomit, and went on in ways of ſin. 

„Indeed, I was at ſome times very unealy, eſpecially 
towards the latter part of the time of my being at col- 
lege. Till it pleaſed God, in my laſt year at college, at 
a time when I was in the midſt of many uneaſy thoughts 
about the ſtate of my ſoul, to ſeize me with a pleuriſy; 
in which he brought me nigh to the grave, and ſhook 
me over the pit of hell. 8 

« But yet, it was not long after my recovery, before 
I fell again into my old ways of fin. But God would 
not ſuffer me to go on with any quietneſs; but I had 
great and violent inward ſtruggles: Till after many con- 
flicts with wicked inclinations, and repeated reſolut ions, 
and bonds that I laid myſelf under by a kind of yows 
to God, 1 was brought wholly to break off all former 
wicked ways, and all ways of known outward bn; 
and to apply myſelf to ſeek falvation, and prattile 
the duties of religion; But without that kind of affec- 
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tion and delight, that I had formerly experienced. 
My concern now wrouglht more by inward firuggles” 
aad conflicts, an ſelf-refle&ions. I made ſeeking my 
ſalvation, the main buſineſs of my life; But yet it 
ſcems to me, I ſought after it in a miſerable manner; 
which has made me ſometimes ſince to queſtion; Whe- 
ther it iſſued in that which was ſaving; being ready to 
doubt, if ſuch miſerable ſeeking was ever ſuccelsſul. 

I was brought to ſeek ſalvation, however, in a mannet 

that I never was before. I felt a ſpirit to part with all 

things in the world, for an intereſt in Chriſt. My con- 

cern continued and prevailed, with many exerciſing 
things and inward ſtruggles; but yet it never ſeemed to 

be proper to expreſs my concern that I had, by the 
name of terror. aa an ED tt469 
The firſt time that I remember ever I found any 
thing of that ſort of inward ſweet delight in God and 
divine things, wherein I have lived much fince, was on 

reading theſe words, 1 Tim; i. 17. Nom, uno the 

King eternal, immortal, invifible,, the only wiſe Cod, be 
honour and glory, for ever and euer. | Amen, As | read, 
the words, there came into my ſoul, and was as it were 
diffuſed through it, a ſenſe of the gloty of the divine 
Being; a new ſenſe, quite diſſerent from any thing | 


ever experienced before. Never any words of ſcripture 


ſeemed to me as theſe words did. I thought with my- 
ſelf, bow excellent a Being that was: How happy-1 
ſhould be, if 1 might enjoy that God, and be rapt up 
to God in heaven, and as it were ſwallowed up in him. 
I kept ſaying, and as it were ſinging over theſe words 
of ſcripture to myſelf; and went to prayer, to pray to 
God. that I might enjoy bim; and prayed in a manner 
quite different from what I uſed. to do; with a ne 
lort of affection. But it never came into my thought, 
that there was any thing ſpiritual, or of a ſaving natura. 
in the {4444 ood} , ao vi 3001 

„From about that time, I began to have 4 ne- 
kind of apprehenſions and ideas of Chrift, the work 


of. redemption, and the . way of ſalvation by 
e 


1205 him. 
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bim. 1 bad an inward, ſweet ſenſe of theſe thingy, 
that at times came into my heart; and my foul was Jed 
away in pleaſant views and contemplations of them. 
My mind was greatly engaged to ſpend my time in 
reading and meditating on Chriſt; and the beauty and 
excellency of bis perſon, and the lovely way of falva- 
tion, by free grace in him. I found no books ſo de- 
light ful to me, as thoſe that treated of theſe ſubjects. 
Thoſe words, Cant. ii. 1. uſed to be abundantly with 
me, I am ile roſe of Sharon, the lily of the vallies. The 
words ſeemed to me, ſweetly to repreſent the lovelineſs 
and beauty of Jeſus Chriſt. And the whole book cf 
Canticles uſed to be pleaſant to me; and 1 uſed to be 
much in reading it about that time. And found, from 
time to time, an inward ſweetneſs, that uſed, as it were, 
to carry me away in my cofitemplations; in what I know 
not how to expreſs otherwiſe, than by a calm, ſweet ab- 
' firattion of foul from all the concerns of this world; and 
a kind of viſion, or fixed ideas and imaginations, of 
being alone in the mountains, or ſome ſolitary wil- 
derneſs, far from all mankind, ſweetly converfing with 
Chriſt, and rapt and {ſwallowed up in God. The 
ſenſe I had of divine things; would often of a ſud- 
den, as it were, kindle up ſweet burning in my heart; 
an ardour of my foul, that I know not how to 


erm 1dguinlt ld tb elnow, Ty 17295 
it gradually increaſed, became more 


% After this, 
and more lively, and had more of inward ſweetneſs. 
The appeatance of every thing was altered ; There 
ſeemed to be as it were, a calm, ſwoet caſt, or appear- 
ance of divine glory, in almoſt every thing. God's 
excellency, bis wiſdom, his . and love, ſeemed to 

ear in every thing; in the fun, moon, and ſtars; 
ia, the clouds and blue ſy; in the grass, flowers, 
trees; in the water and ali nature; which uſed greatly 
to fix my mind. I often uſed to ſit and view the 
mon, ſor a long time; and ſo in the day-time, ſpent 

much time in viewing the clouds and ſky, e 
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the ſweet glory of God in theſe things: in the mean 
time, ſinging forth with a low voice, my contempla» 
tions of the Creator and Redeemer. And ſcarce any 
thing, among all the works of nature, was fo ſweet to 
me as thunder and lightning. Formerly; nothing bad 
been ſo terrible to me. I uſed to be a perſon uncom- 
monly terrified with thunder, and it uſed to ſtrike me 
with terror, when, I ſaw a thunder-ſtormy riſing; but 
nom, on the contrary, it rejoiced me. I felt God at 
the firſt - appearance of a-thunder-ſtorm, and uſed to 
take the opportunity at ſuch times to fix myſelf to-view 
the clouds, and ſee the lightningy play, and bear the 
majeſtic and awful vbice of God's thunder: which of- 
tentimes was exceeding entertaining, leading me ta 
ſweet contemplat ions of my great and glorious God, 
And while | viewed, uſed to ſpend my time, as it al- 
ways ſeemed natural to me, to fing or chant forth my 
meditations; to (peak my thoughts in ſoliloquies, and 
{peak with a finging voices © 2 
« felt then a great ſatisfaction as to my good eſtate, 
But that did not content me. I had vehement long« 
ings of ſoul after God and Chriſt, and after more holi- 
nels; where with my heart ſeemed to be full, and ready 
to break; which often brought to my mind the words 
of the plalmiſt, Plalm cxix. 28. My: out breaketh for 
the longing it hath, l often felt a-mourning and lament- 
ing in my beart, that I had not turned to God ſooner, 
that I might have had more time to grow in grace: 
My mind was greatly fixed on dirine things; I was 
almoſt perpetually in the contemplation of them. 
Spent moſt of my time in thinking of divine things, 
year aſter year. And uſed to be frequently employed 
in walking alone in the woods; and ſolitary places; for 
meditation, ſoliloquy, and prayer, and con verſe with 
God. And it was always my manger, at ſuch times, 
to ſing forth; my contemplations. And was almoſt 
conſtantly in ejaculatory prayer wherever I was. Prayer 
ſeemed to —.— to — _ breath by Which the 
inward burning of my heatt had vent. 
Nets N in „ The 
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« The delights which I now felt in things of religion; 
were of an exceeding different kind, from thoſe tore- 


mentioned, that I had when a boy. They were totally 5 


of another kind; and what I then had no more notion 
or idea of than one born blind has of pleaſant and beau- 
tiful colours. They were of a more inward, pure, ſoul- 
animating, and refreſhing nature. Thoſe tormer delights 
never reached the heart, and did not ariſe from any fight 
of the divine excellency of the things of God, or any 
taſte of the ſoul-ſatisfying and life-giving good there is 
in them. 

My ſenſe of divine things ſeemed gradually to in- 
creaſe till I went to preach at N&w-York, which was 
about a year and a half after they began. While 1 
was there, I felt them, very ſenſibly, in a much bigher 
degree than l had done before. My longings after God 
and holjneſs were mych increaſed. Pure and humble, 
- holy and heavenly Chriſtianity, appeared exceeding ami- 
able to me. I felt in me a burning deſire to be in every 
thing a complete Chriſtian, and conformed to the 
image of Chriſt; and that I might live in all things ac- 
cording to the pure, ſweet, and bleſſed rules of the 
golpel. I bad an eager thirſting after progrels in theſe 
things. My longings after it put me upon purſuing 
and preſſing after, them. It was my continual ſtrife, 
day and ofen and conſtant enquiry, how ] ſhould 
be: more holy, and live more holiſy, and more becom- 
ing a child of God, and diſciple of Chriſt. I ſought 
an increaſe of grace and holineſs, and that 1 wake hve 
an holy life, with yaltly more carneſtneſs than ever [ 
{ought grace before I had it. I uſed to be continually 
— myſelf, and ſtudying and contriving for 
likely ways and means how I ſhould live holily, with 
far greater diligence and earneſtneſs than ever I purſatd 
any thing in my life ; but With too great a dependence 


on my own icength, which afterwards proved a great 


damage to me. My experjence had not then gde 
me, as it has done fince, my extreme feebleneſs' and 
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ble and bortowleſs depths of ſecret corroption and 
deceit in my heart. However, I went on with my 


eager purſuit after more holineſs, and ſweet conformity 
tO Chriſt. | | 1 


— 


« The heaven I defired was a heaven of holineſs: 
to be with God, and to ſpend my eternity in divine 
love, and holy communion with Chriſt. My mind 
was very much taken up with contemplations on hea- 
ven, and the enjoyments of thoſe there: and Jivi 
there in perfect holineſs, humility, and love. And it 
uſed at that time to appear a great part of the happi- 
neſs of heaven, that there the ſaints could expreſs their 


PIOUS MEMORIALS. 


love to Chriſt. It appeared to me a great clog and 


indrance, and burden to me, that what 1 felt within 


could not expreſs to God, and give vent to, as I 


deſired. The inward ardour of my ſoul ſeemed to be 
hindered and pent up, and could not freely flame out 


as it would. I uſed often to think, how in heaven 


this ſweet principle ſhould freely and fully vent and 
exprels itſelf. Heaven appeared to me exceeding de- 


lightful as a world of love. It appeared to me, that all 


happineſs conſiſted in living in pure, bumble, beavenly, 


divine love. 


« | remember the thoughts I uſed then to bave of 


| holineſs. I remember | then ſaid ſometimes to myſelf, 
do certainly know that I love holineſs, ſuch as the 


goſpel - preſcribes. It appeared to me, there was no- 


thing in it but what was raviſhingly lovely. It appeared 
to me, to be the higheſt beauty and amiableneſs, above 


all other beauties: that it was a divine beauty, far purer 


chan any thing here upon earth; and that every ching 


elſe was like mire, filth, and defilement, in compariſon 


of it. 
„Holineſs, as I then wrote down ſome of my con- 


© 


templations on it, appeared to me to be of a ſwert, 


pleaſant, charming, ſerene, calm nature. It ſeeme 
to me, it brought an inexpteſſible purity, brightnels, 


peacefulneſs, and raviſhment to the foul; and that it 
made the ſoul like a field or garden of God, with all 


be # - is 
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manner of pleaſant flowers; that is all pleaſant, de 
ligbt ful, and undiſturbed; enjoying a tweet calm, and 
the-gently-vivitying beams of the ſun, The ſoul of a 
true Chriſtian, as I then wrote my meditations, ap- 
peared like ſuch. a little white flower as we ſee in the 
ſpring of the year; low and humble on the ground, 
opening its boſum to receive the pleaſant beams of the 


ſun's g'ory; rejoiciug as it were in a calm rapture, dif- 


fuſing a ſweet ſragrancy, ſtanding peacefully and lov- 


ingly, in the midſt of other flowers round about, all in 


like manner opening their boſoms to drink in the light 


of the lan. 3, | rt ip * 
Between the time of his going to New-York and his 
ſettlement at Northampton, he formed a number of 
refolutions, and committed them to writing. As theſe 
reſolutions may be juſtly, conſidered the foundation and 
plan of his whole after-life, it may not be improper 
here ta give the reader a taſte apd idea of them; pray- 
ing, that be may be taught to make them his own, and 
again to bring them into practice, | 


„Being ſenſible,” be begins, that | am unable to 


do any without God's belp, I do byarbly iatteat him 
by his grace to enable me to keep thele reſolut ions, 
2 far as they are agreeable to his will, for Chriſt's 

c. ' , ; "4 4; 

* Remember to read them over once a- u eck 
&« Reſolved, Never, to-do any manner of thing, whe- 
ther in ſoul or body, leſs or more, but, wbat/tends to 
the glory of God, nor be, nor ſuffer it, if J can avoid 


it; and this, whatever difficulties l may meet with, how 


many or how great ſoever.-—To live. with all my might 
while 1 do live, never loſing one moment of time ; but 
to improve it in the moſt profitable way I poſſibly can. 
Io live ſo as I ſhall. wiſh I had done when I eqmeto 
die. To be ſtrictly and firmly faithful to my truſt, ſo 
that the text a faithful man who can find, may not partly 
be. fulfilled; in me. To enquite every night! as I go to 
bed, wherein I have been negligent throughout the day, 

what fin I have committed, and wherein I have an 1" 
5 5 | myiel; 
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myſelf; alſo at the end of every week, month, and 
year. Never to ſpeak any thing that is ridiculous, or 
matter of laughter, on the Lord's day.—To ſttive to 
my utmoſt every week to be brought higher in religion, 
and to a ſivelier exerciſe of grace, than I was the week 
before. To endeavour to my utmoſt to deny whatever 
is not moſt agreeable o a good, and univerſally ſweet 
and benevolent, quiet, aceable, .contente J, caſy, 
compaſſionate, generous, humble,” meek, modeſt, Cubs 
miſſive, obliging, diligent” and induftfious, charitable, 


1 


even patient, moderate, forgiving, 1 en | 
ead 


and to do at all times what ſuch a temper would . 
me to.—To be conſtantly looking into the ſtate of my 
ſou! with the utmoſt” niceneſs and diligence, and the 


ſtriteft ſcrutiny, that ſo I may know whether 1 have - 
truly an intereſt ia Chtiſt or no; and that when come 
to die, I may not have any negligence reſpeQiog this, 


to repent of.— In fine, To enquire àſter afflictions; what 


| am the better for them; what good 1 have, and what 


good I might have got by them.” 


0 * 84 


With fuch determinations every page of bis diary 
abounds. Should the critic, as to any of them, ex- 
cept, either alledging impropriety in the matter, or 
manner of expreſſion, or cenfuring as juvenile, and, 


like a young Chrifttan, let it he retembered, they 


were all made when ſcarce twenty years old, as appeais ö 
by the dates, and were tlien the natural effuſions of his 


pious foul. 


Such was the man in'early youth; and theſe the 

great attaioments of bis ſoul. In like ſtrains wiſts | 
. 
graces alſo grew. Read his experiences of divine things 

oT long taſted their ſweetneſs, and lived under. 

their impreſſion; ** 1 Have loved the docttines of the | 
goſpel: They have, heen, to my ſoul like green paſtures, - 
The goſpel has ſeemed to me to be the richeſt treaſure; ' 

the treafure that I have moſf defired, and longed that it 
might dwell richly in me. The, way of falyation by 
Chriſt has appeared id i genetal Way, glotlous and excel- 


ia more advanced hearts; and as he grew in age, h 


after he h 


lent, 
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lent, moſt pleaſant and beautiful. It has often ſcemed 
to me, that it would in a great meaſure ſpoil heaven, to 
receive it in any other way. * . eee 
e It has often appeared ſweet to me, to be united to 
Chriſt; to have bim for my head, and to be a member 
of his body; and alſo to have Chriſt for my teacher and 
prophet. I very often think with ſweetnels, and long- 
ings, and pantings of ſoul, of being a little child, tak- 
ing hold of Chriſt, to be led by him tbrough the wil- 
derneſs of this world. I love to think I coming to 
Chriſt, to receive ſalvation of him, poor in ſpirit, and 
quite empty of ſelf; humbly exalting him alone; cut 
entirely off from my own root, and to grow, into and 
out of Chriſt; to have God in Chriſt to be all in all; 
and to live by faith on the Son, of God, a life of 
humble, unfeigned confidence in bim. That ſcrip- 
ture has often been ſweet to me, Pſalm. cxv. 1. Not unte 
tis, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name. give glory, 
for thy mercy, and for thy truth's ſake: And thoſe words 
of Chriſt, Fs x. 21. In that hiour Jeſus rejoiced in 
Spirit, and ſaid, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that thou haft hid theſe things from the wiſe and 
prudent, and haſt revealed them unto babes: Even ſo, Fa- 
ther, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy fight. That ſovereignty 
of God that Chriſt rejoiced in, ſeemed to me to be wor- 
thy to be rejoiced in; and that rejoicing of Chriſt ſeemed 
to me to ſhew the excellency of Chriſt, and the Spirit 
hews ea... 2 | he 
Sometimes only mentioning a ſingle word, cauſes 
my heart to burn within me; or only ſeeing the name 
of Chriſt, or the name of ſome, attribute of God. And 
God has appeared glorious to me, on account of the 
Trinity. It has made me have exalted thoughts of God, 
that he ſubſiſts in three perſons; Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt. _ 8 r 
« The ſweeteſt joys and delights I have experienced, 
have not been thoſe that have ariſen from a hope of my 
don good eſtate} but in a direct view of the glorious 
things of the goſpel. When 1 enjoy this Lweetoels, it 
winks team bi R 
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the bigger part of the time, in a | * 
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ſeems to carry me above the thoughts of my own ſafe 
eſtate. It ſeems at ſuch times a lofs that I cannot beat. 
to take off my eye from the glorious pleaſant object 1 
behold without me, to turn my eye in upon myſelf, 
and my own good eſtate, © as «era i 

My heart has been much on the advancement of 


Chriſt's kingdom in the world: The hiſtories of its 


paſt advancement "have been ſweet to me. When I 


have read hiſtories of paſt ages, the pleaſanteſt thing 


in all my reading has been, to read of the kingdom of 
Chriſt being promoted. And when T have expected in 
my reading to come to any ſuch thing, I bave antici- 


pated it all the way as I read. And my mind has been 


much entertained and deligined with the ſcripture pro- 
miles and prophecies of the future glorious advancement 
of Chriſt's kingdom on eat 
have ſometimes had a ſenſe of the excellent” ful- 
neſs of Chriſt, and his meetneſs and ſuitableneſs as a 
Saviour; whereby he has appeared to me, far above all, 
the chief of ten thouſands. And his blood and atone- 


ment has appeared (weet, and his righteouſneſs ſweet ; 
which is always accompanied with an ardency of ſpirit, 


and inward ſtrugglings and breathings, and groanings 


that cannot be uttered, to be emptied of myſelf, and 


fwallowed up in Chriſt; .. e 
Once, as I rode out into the woods for my health; 
and having alighted from my horſe in a retired place, 
as my manner commonly has been, to walk for divine 
contemplation and prayer; I had a view, that for me 
was extraordinary, of the glory of the Son of God, 


a3 Mediator between God and man; and his wonder- 
ful, great, full, pure, and ſweet grace and Jove, and - 


meek and gentle condeſcenſion. This grace, that ap- 
peared to me fo calm and ſweet, appeafed great above 
the heavens. The perſon of Chriſt appeared ineffably 
exc:\lent, with an excellency great enough to ſwallow 
up al! thought and conception, Which continued, as 
near as 1 can judge, about an hour; which kept me, 
flood of tears, and 


— 


| 
| 
1 
| 
1 
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46 
alo 1felt withal, an ardency of ſoul to 

228 50 ond, not 1 bow to expreſs. than 10 
-emptied "Ont apnihilsted; to lie in the duſt, and to 
full of Chrift N. to 15 bim with a boly and pure 
VOTE to tryſt_ ip him; 0 Jive upon him; to ſerve and 
1 him, and to be totally wrapt up in the fulneſs of 

riſtʒ aud to be perfectly FanRlikec and mage bare, 
wi A \ divine and heavenly purity. I have ſeveral other 
times, had views very . the ſame nature, and 
e have had the ſame effects. 

„bare many times þad a ſenſe of the £ ary of th he 
third perſon, in the trinity, in his office of Sanctißer; in 
15 holy operations, re. divine hight and 
Vis to the faul. God ig the communications of his 

wt Spirit, has appeared, as an infinite fountain of dj- 
400 ft and ſweetnels; being full and ſufficiept to fill 

tisfy the ſoul; pouring hy Be Itſelf in lope; com- 
mans ns, like the ſun in its glory, ſweetly and plea- 
Ws wing light and life. | 
have po bad an affecting (coſe of the ex- 
2 0 ob word of God, as a word of life; as the 


44 


: 


ight. of life a ſwert, gxcellent, life-giving word, ac- 
1 anjed with a thir ing after that word, bat it 
mug t dwell richly in my heart. 
have. N had very affecting views of my on 
ity neſs and, vilepeſs; very frequently lo as to hold me 
| .in.a kind of * gud weeping, ometimes for a conſiderable 
15 0 mrs jo that I. have olten been forced to 
f-vp Aa had a vaſtly bearer ſenle of my 
"Own. e. add the N my heart, ſince 
my con erfion,. than ever I had before. It has oiten 
Apprared to me, that if God ſhould mark iniquity. 
 agaioll. me, 1 ſhould. appear the very worſt of all 
.mankind ; of all that haye been ſince the beg inning © of 
the word, 05 this gel ang that I ſhould baye by far 
the loweſt place ip hell. When others that haye come 
10 tal 45 me abowr the jr ſoul- concerns, haye exprel- 
=” 14 55 the! ſn they have 151 f their-own: wickedneſs, by 
auing, that It — to them, that they were as _ 
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as the devil himſelf; 1 thought their expreſſions ſ | 
exceeding faint and feeble to fepreſent my wirckedieſs. - 
[ ee a I ſhould wonder, that they ſhould content 
themſelves with ſuch expreſſions as theſe, if 1 bad any 
reaſon to imagine their fin bore any proportion to 
mine, It ſeemed to me, I ſhould wonder at niyfelf; if 
2 expreſs my wickedneſs in ſuch'feeble terms 48 
they did. wid OR CET 
My wickedneſs, as Lam in myſelt, has long appear- 
ed to me perfectly ineffuble, and infinitely ſwallowing up 
all thought and imagination, like an infinite deluge, or 
infinite mountain over my head. I know not how to 
expreſs better what my fins appear to me to be, than by 
05 bun infinite upon infinite, and multiplying infinite 
by infinite. I go about very often, for theſe many 
years, with ſuch expreſſions in my mind, and in my 
mouth, Infinite upon infinite! Infinite upon infinite! 
When I look into my heart, and take a view of my 
wickedneſs, it looks like an abyfs infinitely deeper than 
hell, And it appears to me, that were it not for free 
grace, exalted and raiſed up to the infinite height of all 
the fulneſs and glory of the great JEHOVAH, and 
the arm of his power and grace ſtretched forth, in all. 
the majeſty of his power, and in all the glory of his 
ſovereignty; } ſhould fink down in my fins finitely 
below hell itſelf, far beyond fight of every thing but 
the piercing eye of God's grace, that can piegce even 
down to ſuch a depth, and to the bottom of fuch'anabys, 

% And yet, I am not in the leaſt inclined to think, 
that I have a greater conviction of fin than ordinaty. 
It ſeems to me, my conviction of fin is exceeding 
ſmall and faint. It appears to me enough to atnaze 
me, that I have no more ſenſe of my fin. I know 
certainly, that I have very little ſenſe' of my finful- 
neſs. That my fins appear to me ſo great, dont ſeem 
to me to be, becauſe I have ſo much more-conyic+ 
lion of fin than other Chriſtians, but becauſe” I aug 
ſo much worle, and have ſo much more wickedneſs 
18 ds coprigced al, en Wt pies 
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of weeping and crying for my ſins, I thought I knew 
in the time of it, that my repentance was nothing to 
my fin. | | 


I have greatly longed of late for a broken heart, 


and to lie low before God. And when I aſk for humi- 
lity of God, I can't bear the thoughts of being no more 
humble than other Chriſtians. It feems to me, that 
though their degrees of humility may be foitable for 
them; yet it would be a vile ſelf-exaltation in me, not 
to be the loweſt in humility of all mankind. Others 
ſpeak of their Jon ing to be humbled to the duſt, 
Though that may be 


a proper expreſſion for them, l 


always think for myſelf, that 1 ought to be humbled 


down below hell. [is an expreſſion that has long been 
natural for me to uſe in prayer to God. I ought to lie 
infinitely low before Gd. 2 
Such in ſecret was Prefident Edwards when retired 
from the world; and obſerved by him only who knows 
eth the heart, and ſeeth all things: The moſt convincing 
proof of his ſincerity and yprightneſs. But his religion 
was not merely contined to f | 

in every part of his public character, and received 
additional Juſtre from the influence it bad on bis life 


* 


and temper. | 2 N 

He was a man of uncommonly cloſe application, 
and a careful improver of time. He generally ſpent 
thirteen hours every day in his ſtudy ; and his mind, 
even when engaged in recreation, was always uſefully 
employed. fle had a vehement thirſt after Know- 
ledge; to gain which, he ſpared neither coſt nor pains, 


He read much, but thought more; and above all 


- writings, made the Bible his grand, as it was his fa- 
yourite ſtudy. His great benevolence to mankind 


was remarkable, and his charity moſt extenſive, 


reaching to the ſouls, no leſs than the bodies, of all 
with whom he was in any way connected. His ex- 
cellence as a preacher is well known; and to his dili- 
ence in miniſterial duty, many could then bear 
yitnels, In a particular manner, Mr. Edwards r. 
Els | 7g a moſt 
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a moſt {kilful guide to the ſouls of his people under 
ſpiritual troubles; partly by his own experimental 
acquaintance with divine things, and unwearied ſtudy 
of God's word; partly from his much practice (fo to 
ſpcak) of ſpiritual diſeaſes, In two very wonderful out- 
pourings of the Spirit, and great awakenings 'in New- 
England, he had a principal concern; and by bis preach« 
ing and his writing, was of great ſervice, both in com- 
forting the weak believer, and detecting the preſump- 
' tuous ſinner. ; + * 44 
This treaſure, however, was but in an earthly veſſel, 
and muſt therefore ſooner or later be broken. Happy 
is he who hath made ſuch preparation, as, that how- 
ever ſudden, it ſhall not come unexpected, but find 
him ready. This we have much reaſon to believe was. 
our author's caſe indeed; of whoſe laſt hours we now go 
on to ſpeak. ENS Bu I TEE 
Soon after Mr. Edwards's arrival in Prince-town, 
and acceptance of the preſidency, the ſmall-pox be- 
gun to tage, and were particularly fatal in that place. 
Inoculation was however practiſed with ſucceſs; and 
as Mr, Edwards never had them, this his friends ad- 
viſed. Upon conſent of the corporation, and advice 
of the phyſician, he agreed; and was inoculated ac- 
cordingly on the 13th of February. The diſeaſe at 
firſt ſeemed: favourable, and he was thought out of 
all danger: But a ſecondary fever ſet-in; and by reaſon 
of a number of puſtles in his throat, the obſtruction 
vas ſuch, that the neceflary medicines could not be 
adminiſtered. It therefore raged until it put an end 
to his life, on the 22d of March, 1758, in the 55th 
year of his age. 3 fs 
After he was ſenſible that be could not ſurvive his 
illneſs, he called his daughter who attended him, and 
juſt a little before his death, addrefled her in the few 
following, words,. It ſeems to be the will of God, 
that 1 muſt ſhortly leave you; therefore give my kind- 
eſt Jove to my dear wife, (who, with the reſt of his 
iunily, had not yee-remored from Stockbridge,) and | 
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tell her, that the uncommon union which has ſo ws 
ſubfilted between us, has been of ſuck a nature, as 
I truſt is ſpiritual; , aud therefore will, continue for 
ever; And I hope (be mal be ſupported under ſo great 
a trial, and ſubmit chearfully to the will of God. A; 
to my children, you are now like to be left fatherleſs, 
which 1 hope will be an inducement to you all to ſeek 
a Father who will never fail vou. And as to my fune- 
ral, I would bave it to be like Mr. Burr's, (that is, 
decent, not expenſive;) and any additional ſum of mo- 
ney that might be expected to be laid out that way, I 
| N have it diſpoſed of to charitable uſes.” . 

He ſaid very little in bis ſickneſs; but was an admi- 


Juſt at the cloſe of his life, as ſome perſons, who ſtood 
by, and expected he would breathe his laſt. in a few 
minutes, were lamenting his death, not only as a 
great frowu on the college, but as having a dark 
aſpect on the intereſt of religio n in general; to their 
ſurpriſe, not imagining that be beard, or would ever 


ſpeak another word, he ſaid, —* Truſt in God, and 


ye need not fear,” Theſe were his laſt words: And 
what could have been more ſuitabſe to the occaſion? 
What need of more? In theſe is as much matter of 
inſtruction and ſupport, as if he had wrote a volume. 
This. is the conſolation, under the loſs ſuſtained by the 
church of Chriſt, That God, i a/l-ſuffcient,.. and all 
things whatſoever ſhall le ragetber 0 Je. to * that 
love la l. A. n 
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of parents ho were e tot keligion, and 
were. conſiderable ſufferers for,,c 

perſecution of the proteſtant e in Kiog gn 
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able N of patience and reſignation to the laſt, 


FE, was [wy at Scuthamapton, July. 17 1674. 
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the Second's reign. The early opening af his mind 


to receive knowledge, was a pleaſing indication of a 
large capacity and great uſefulneſs.” He began to 
learn” the Latin and Greek tongues betimes, in the 
knowledge of which he ſoon made” a very conſiderable 
progreſs. He was very early taken notice of for many 
excellent talents, and far his eminent and diſtinguithe 

pity: at the age of nineteen he joined in communian 
with the church of which his worthy tutor was paſtor. 


j 


When he had finiſhed "his ſtudies at the academy, be 
employed two years more in ſolemn preparation 

reading, meditation and prayer for the important w 

he intended to devote himſelf unts. He began' to 
preach on his birth-day, 1698: and the year 17or, 
was called to the paſtoral. office; and notwithſtanding 
the diſcouragements of that time, he was nor intiqai- 


dated, but chearfully and couragequſly engaged in that 
ſervice, and was ſolemmy ordained to it the 18th of 
March soo ing. 
But the joy of the ee with his own, 
was ſoon after wo much eclipſed: He was laid up 
for ſome time, with à very threatening illneſs, and 
from which he recover by flow degrees. As it 
increaſed, he renewed his diligence, to fulfil his mi- 
niſtry : And this be did, to the 14 latisfaction, de- 
light and edification of the church, both in public agd 
in private. ln this ſeaſon it was (ſays my author) that 
he formed a ſociety of the younger members of his 
church, for prayer and religious conference; to whom 
he delivered the ſubſtance ot that excellent book, iati- 
tled, A guide to prayer. 5 noble deſign, evidently cal- 


culated to promote the lite and gone of real religion! 
Now he went on in his delightful work with great ſuc- 
cels till the year, 1712, when he was again vſſited with a 
violent fever, which pg S to his public uſeful- 
neſs, till the year 1716. Of which ſeaſons of 1 
he ſays, (with a truly elevated mind and thanxful heart) 


he was not aſhamed t let the world know, That 


ianity 


and 


amidſt thoſe ſinkings of life and nature, Chriſt 
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and the goſpel were his ſupport! Amidſt all the violence 
of my diſtemper, and the tireſome months of it, 1 
thank God, I never Joſt fight of reaſon or religion, 
though ſometimes I had much ado to preſerve the ma- 
chine of animal nature in ſuch order as regularly to 
exercile either the man, or the Chriſtian, eſpecially when 
I ſhut my eyes to ſeek fleep and repoſe, and had not their 
aid to fence againſt the diſorderly ferments of natural 
ſpirits.” The divine peace of conſcience he enjoyed 
under theſe trying circumſtances; and the rational and 
ſcriptural foundation of bis hope and truſt in the divine 
| goodneſs, together with his humble appeal to God on 
theſe ſolemn occabons, are beautifully and juſtly exprel- 
fed in bis own devout foliloquy.. . 
4 Yet, gracious God, amidſt theſe ſtorms of nature, 
Thine eyes behold a ſweet and ſacred calm | 
Reign thro? the realms of conſcience: all within 
Lies eful, all compos d. Tis wond'rous grace 
| Keeps off thy terrors from this bumble bolom, _ 
' ,Tho' ſtain'd with fins and follies, yet ſerene * TEN 
In penitential peace and cbearful hope 
Spriokled and guarded with atoning blood. a 
Thy vital ſmiles amidſt thisYeſolation, 
Like heav'nly ſun- beams hid behind the clouds, 
Break out in happy moments, with bright radiance 
Cleaving the gloom; the fair celeſtial light 
Softens and giids the horrors of the ſtorm, | 
And richeſt cordials to the heart, conveys, _ 


O glorious ſolace of immenſe diſtreſs, 
- A conſcience and a God! a friend at home, 
And better friend on high! This is my rock 
Ot firm ſupport, my ſhield of ſure defence 
Againſt infernal arrows. Riſe, my foul, ,. 
Put on thy courage: Here's the living ſpring _ 
Of joys divinely ſweet and ever new, 


4 Peaceful conſcience and a ſmiling Heaven. | 


b 3 « My 
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„My God, permit a creeping worm to ſay; 
Thy Spirit knows I love thee. . Worthleſs wretch, 
To dare to love a God! But grace requires, , 
And grace accepts. Thou ſeeſt my lab'ring ſoul 
Weak as my zeal is, yet my:zeal is true; 

It bears the trying furnace. Love divine 
Conſtrains me; I am thine. Iacarnate love 
Has ſeiz'd and holds me in almighty arms; 
Here's my ſalvation, my eternal hope, 
Amidſt the wreck of worlds and dying nature, 
I am the Lord's, and he for ever mine. 


The power of religion was very evidently ſeen in 
him, at theſe important ſeaſons of languid and painful 
life. And after his recovery, what divine effects does 
it ſtill produce? How was bis heart enlarged with love 


to God? And in what pathetic language does he pour 


out his ſoul! | ki ry 
« Almighty Pow'r, I love thee; bliſsful name; 

My Healer, God; and may my inmoſt heart 

Love and adore for ever! O 'tis good 

To wait ſubmiſſive at thy boly throne, 


To leave petitions at thy feet, and bear 
Thy frowns and filence, with a patient foul. 


The band of mercy is not ſhort to ſaye, 

Nor is the ear of heavenly pity deaf | 

To mortal cries. It notic'd all my groans, | 
And ſigbs, and long complaints, with wiſe delay, 
Tho! painful to the ſuff-rer, and thy hand 


la proper moment brought defir'd relief.” 


After this divine aſpiration, or ſolemn thankſgiving 
to his Almighty Healer; his ſoul (deeply affected with 
the mercies he had received) addreſſes his recovered 
body; deſiring to preſent it to God as a living and a 
holy ſacrifice,. afreſh conſecrated unto him. 

« Riſe from my couch, ye late enſeebled limbs, 
Prove your new ſtrength, and ſhew the effective {kill 
Ot the divine Phyſician; bear away _ | 
This tott'ring body to his ſacred threſhold: - 
19 8 | There, 
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There, laden with his honours, let me bow 
Before his ſeet; let me pronounce his grace, 
Pronounce ſalvation thro' his dying Son, 
And teach this ſinful world the Saviour's name. 
Then riſe, my hymning foul on holy notes 
Tow'rd his high throne; awake my choiceſt ſongs, 
Run echoing round the roof, and while you pay 
The ſolemn vows of my diſtreſsful hours, 

A thouſand friendly lips ſhall aid the praiſe. 


„ Jeſus, great Advocate, whoſe pitying eye 

Saw my long anguiſh, and with melting heart 

And pow'rful interceſſion ſpread'ſt my woes 
With all my groans before the Father God, 

Bear up my praiſes now; thy holy incenſe 

Shall hallow all my ſacrifice of joy, 

And bring theſe accents grateful to his ear. 

My heart and life, my lips, and ev'ry pow'r 
Snatch'd from the graſp of death, I here devote 
By thy bleſs'd bands, an off ring to his name.” 


This was the language of his heart, and this the evi- 
dence of the power of religion upon his mind. His 
heart and his life were a fair book, in which the ſeveral 
characters of a true Chriſtian were plainly delineated: 

Where the love of God, faith in Chriſt, and diffuſive 
| benevolence to men, together with the influence theſe 
x principles ſhould hawe on- the whole temper and con- 
| duct, were exhited with a more engaging luſtre than 
| any deſcriptions could afford, even from a pen like 

his own. 205 

And now, how amiable does he appear, when the 
ſhadows of the evening were - ſtretching over him? In 
bis laſt ſickneſs the aQtive and ſprightly powers of his 
nature failed him, that is (ſays my author) they were 
gradually doing ſo for two or three years before his 
deceaſe; yet his truſt in God, through - Jeſus the Medi- 
ator, remained.unſhaken to the laſt, He was heard to 
' ſay,—* 1 bleſs God, I can lie down. with, comfort at 
night, not being ſolicitous whether 4 awake in I 
4 | wor 
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world or another.” And again, I ſhould be glad 
to read more, yet not in order to be more. confirmed 
in the truth of the Chriſtian religion, or in the truth. 
of its promiſes; for I believe them enough to venture 
an eternity on them.” When he was almoſt worn out, 
and broken down by his infirmities, he obſerved in con- 
verſation with a friend, that,—* he remembered an 
aged miniſter uſed to ſay, that the moſt learned and 
knowing Chriſtians, when they come to die, have only 
the ſame plain promiſes of the goſpel for their ſupport, 
as the common and unlearned : And ſo, ſaid he, I find 
it. It is the plain promiſes of the goſpel that are my 
lupport; and | bleſs God, they are plain promiſes, that 
do not require much labour and pains to underſtand- 
them; for I can do nothing now, but look into my 
Bible for ſome promiſe to ſupport me, and live upon 
that.” 555 . ei 
When be has found his ſpirit tending to impatience, 
and ready to complain that he could only lead a mere 
animal life; he would check himſelf thus :—* The bu- 
ſineſs of a Chriſtian is to bear the will of God, as well 
as to do it, * 4% Has 7 
* If J were in health, I could be doing hat, and 
that | may do now. The beſt thing in obedience, is 
a regard to the will of God, and the way to that 1s to 
get our inclinations and averſions as much mortified as 
we can.” With ſuch a calm and peaceful mind, with 
ſuch a bleſſed and lively hope, did this faithful ſervant 
of Chriſt wait for his Maſter's ſummons. The ſprings. 
of life were unbending by degrees, till at length the 
earthly tabernacle. fell quite to decay, and was put 
off by the immortal ſpirit. And after a life of emi- 
nent ſervice, both of God, and his generation, he fell 
aſleep. in Jeſus, November 25th, 1748, in the 75th 
year of bis age. 41 1% A > 
Thus died, one of the greateſt and beſt of men; for 
the accompliſhments of his mind, the. purity of his 
heart,” and the excellency of his life. ' cole 
| 1 8 litt The 
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nt LIFE or THE Gry. un. G. HERBERT, 
E RECTOR or Fame. WIL Ts. 


K. Grorhe Herbert was born April 3d, 1593, 

| the Cattle of Montgomery in Wales; which Cale 
was afterwards demohthed during the civil wars. 
About the age of twelve years he was put under the 
care of Mr. Ireland, who was then chief maſter of 
Wefiminfter School; where the beauties of his behaviour 
and wit became ſo eminent and lovely, that he ſeemed 
to be marked out for piety.—He continued in that 
ſchool, till he became perfect in the learned languages; 
and eſpecially. in the Greek hae; in which he after- 
wards proved an excellent critie. 
About the age of fifteen, he was elected out of that 
ſchool for Trinity · College in Cambridge, and committed 
to the particular care of the pious Dr. Nevi/, who was 
then Dean of 3 and maſter of that college, — 
As he grew in years, he grew alſo in learning, and in 
favour both with God and men, His ſoul was kept 


by divine grace in ſo holy a frame, that he might well 
be recommended as à pattern of virtue to all poſterity; 


and . to his brethren of the Clergy.—The 
greateſt diverſion from his ſtudies, was the practice of 
muſic; of Which he would ſay, That it did relieve hit 
arooping Spirits, compoſe his diſtracted thoughts,” and raiſed 
Bis eveury ſoul ſo far above earth, that it gave him an earn- 
fl of 1he joys of heaven before he poſſeſſed them. 

He deeply confidered the great importance of the 
work of a miniſter of the gofpel, and the great account 
which he muſt give at laſt; fo that it was with much 
fear and trembling that be entered upon that high office; 
nor did he reſolve upon it till after he had lovgat the 
Lord with much prayer and faſting. 

In the year 1630, he was preſented to the Rectory of 
er. near Saliſbury, to which he received inſtitution 
- from the pious Biſhop . — Here he lived a 5 : 
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of primitive piety, and as a miniſter laboured diligently 
in the ſervice of his Lord and maſter. The very name 
of Jesus was precious and delightful to him. He 
was remarkable for the moſt condeſcending humility; / 
and abounded in works of charity and compaſſion. 


He was much in prayer, and had his converſation in 5 


heaven. | 


After he had been miniſter of Bemerton only about 
three years, he was ſeized with the fickneſs which ended 
in his diflvlution. During his illneſs, he ſent: the fol- 
lowing, meſſage by a friend to holy Mr. Furrer of Gid- 
den-hall in Huntingdon/hire. ** Give my brother Furrer 
an account of the decaying condition of -my body, and. 
tell chim, I beg him to continue his daily prayers for me; 
and let him know that 1 have confidered, That God 
only is what he would be; and that I am by his grace 
become now ſo like him, as to be pleaſed with what 
plealeth him; and tell bim, that I do not repine, but 
am well pleaſed with my want of health; that my heart. 
is fixed on that place where only true joy is to be found 
and that I long to be there, and wait for my appointed 
change with hope and patience,” —And be added, I 
pray deliver this little book to my dear brother Farrer, 
and tell him, he will find in it a picture of the many 
OY conflicts that have paſt betwixt God and my 
oul. Deſire him to read it; and if he can think it 
may turn to the advantage any poor dejected ſoul, 
let it be made public; if not, let him burn it.“ 
Thus meanly did he think of this excellent book, 
which now bears the name of the TEMPLE; or 
Sacred Poems and private Ejaculations : of which Mr. 
Farrer could ſay, There was the picture of @ drvine ſoul 
in every page. tn 4 . 

At another time he expreſſed himſelf as follows, 
with more in the ſame ſtrain; “ As my father and the 
generations that are paſt, have done before me, ſo 1 
alſo (hall ſuddenly (with Job) make my bed in the dark; 


and I praiſe God that I am prepared-for it; and that I 


am not to learn patience, now I ſtand in ſuch need of 
| . 
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it; and that I have practiſed mortification, and endea- 
voured to die daily, that I might not die eternally; and 
my hope is, that I ſhall ſhortly leave this valley of tears, 
and be free from all fevers and pain; and, which will be 
a more happy condition, I ſhall be free from fin; and 
ſha!! dwell in the new Jeruſalem, with men made per- 
ſet, and where theſe eyes ſhall ſee my maſter and Savi- 
our H nn” tn ü | 
He continued meditating, and praying, and rejoic- 
ing, till the day of his death; and on that day he faid 
to a friend, I am ſorry I have nothing o preſent to my 
_ merciful God, but fin and miſery; but the firſt is pardoned, 
and a few hours will put a period to the latter.” When 
his friend reminded him of his many afts of piety and 
mercy, he anſwered, They be good works, if they be 
ſprinkled with the blood of Chrift, and not otherwiſe. — 
Afterwards being aſked, How he did? his anſwef was, 
„Hat he had paſt a conflitt with his lafi Enemy, and 
had overcome him by the merits of his maſter Jeſus. — 
After this he faid, Lord, forſake me not now my 
firength faileth me: But grant me mercy, for the merits of 
my Jeſus; and now Lord; Lord now receive my ſoul.” 
And with theſe words he breathed forth his ſpirit with- 
out any apparent diſturbance, 1 


F 
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THE LIFE or DR. R. SANDERSON, 
BISHOP. OF LINCOLN. | 


IXX. Robert Sanderſon was born in the year 1587, at 
Rotherham in the County of York. He was re- 
markable for piety and ſtrict obedience to his parents, 
from his early youth; having bad the advantage of a 
careful education,—When at the grammar-ſchoo} of 
his native town, he was obſerved to uſe unwearicd 
diligence in the attainment of learning, and to have a 
degree of ſeriouſneſs beyond his age, and with it * 
— e 
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than common modeſty; and to be oſ a calm and obliging 
behaviour. — This was the good beginning of a life, 
which, though none of the ſhorteſt, was ſpent in the 
ſervice of God and of his church, without any te- 
markable deviation from the paths of Godlineſs, un- 
til it was exchanged for a life of perſect ſelicity and 
lory, | 2 
- He was ordained to 'the miniſtry in the year 1611, 
by Dr. King, biſhop of London: And in the year 1618, 
he was prelented to the Rectory of Wibberton, in Lin- 
colnſhtre, which, as the fituation was low and prejudical 
to his health, he ſoon after reſigned into the bands of 
the patron. About the ſame time, he was preſented 
to the Rectory of Boothby-Pannel, in the lame county, 
»(which was of leſs value, but a purer air than #ibber. 
on.) This place will long continue famous, becauſe 
the humble and learned Dr. Sanderſon was more than 
forty years the minifler thereof, and from thence dated - 
all, or moſt of his valuable Writings. | ; 
| He did not perplex the thoughts of his pariſhioners | 
by preaching high and uſeleſs notions, but fed them | 
with ſuch plain truths: as are neceſſary to be known, _ '  } 
believed, and practiſed, in order to ſalvation, Nor 4 
did he think his duty diſcharged by only reading the | 
Church prayers, Catechiſing, Preaching, and adminil- 
tering the Sacraments ſeaſonably; but judged (if the 
Jaw or canons may ſeem to enjoin no more, yet) that 
God would require more than the defective laws of 
man's making, can or do enjoin. He therefore became 
a law to himſelf, practiſing what his conſcience told him 
was his duty, in reconciling differences, both in his pa- 
riſh and neighbourhood, and often viſiting families at 
their houſes, . eſpecially the fick or diſconlolate, to in- 
ſtruct and advile them; and diſtributing alms to thoſe 
that were in need. FF 
Notwithſtanding his exemplary piety, and diligence 
in the work of the miniſtry, he met with much diſtur- 
bance and ill-treatment from ſome of the prevailing . 
party during ſome years of the uſurpation: * nr 
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wards the concluſion of that period. through the 
.over-ruling providence of the great Diſpoſer of all 
events, he was permitted to abide quietly, and to 
go on with the exreciſe of his miniſtry in his pariſh, 
In this time of bis privacy and retirement, his Ca- 
ſuiſtical learning, peaceful moderation and ſincerity, be- 
came fo remarkable, that many, (both ſuch as were 
known to him and ſuch as,were not,) applied to him 
for reſolution in caſes of conſcience. In this labour of 
love he was much employed, even to wearinels ; but he 
denied none, and would often praiſe God both for the 
ability and occaſion of doing good in this way to the 
meaneſt of thoſe precions ſouls for which his Saviour 
- vouchſafed to die. | E | 
When the reſtoration took place, Dr. Sanderſouf 
without any ſeeking of his own, was nominated biſhop 
of Lincoln, Nay, ſo far was he from aſpiring to this 
dignity, that it was with much backwardneſs and elf- 
diffidence, that he undertook ſuch an important charge, 
declaring to his friend who had recommended him, 
That he would now lead him into a temptation which he 
had daily prayed againſt. And he beſought the Lord, 
if he did undertake it, ſo to aft him with his grace, 
that the example of his life, his care and endeavours, 
might promote his glory, and help forward the ſalvation of 
After having governed the dioceſe about two years, 
in the diligent diſcharge of the work and office of a 
biſhop, he left this vain life and entered upon a better, 
January, 29th, 1662. Some of his laſt words were, 
Lord, forſake me not now my firength faileth me, but con- 
tinue thy mercy, and let my mouth be filled with thy praiſe. 
My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed where true 
Joy it to be found. 


The following is an extract from his laſt will and teſ- 
tament, written by himſelf. | 
Robert Sanderſon, Dr. of Divinity, an unworthy 
miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, and by the providence o wo 
* | iſhop 


purged with the precious blood of his only beloved Son, 
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biſhop of Lincoln, —do make this my will and tefts- 
ment (written all with my own hand.) —Firſt, 1 com- 
mend my foul into the hands of Almighty God, as of 
a faithful Creator, which I humbly beſeech him mer- 
cifully to accept, looking upon it, not as it is in itſelf, 
(infinitely polluted with fin) but as it is redeemed and 


and my moſt ſweet Saviour Jeſus Chrift, in confidence of 
whoſe merits and mediation alone it is, that I caft myſelf 
upon the mercy of God for the pardon of my fins, and 


the hopes of eternal life.” 


' 
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THE LIFE or MR; J. MASON, M. A. 
RECTOR OF WATER-STRATFORD, BUCKS. 


HE Rev. Mr. John Maſon was a perſon of as 

eminent a character in the religious world as moſt 
ages have produced. He was a man of uncommon 
fervour of ſpirit in the cauſe of God and religion. His 
learning was conſiderable, his capacity above the com- 
mon level, and his application extraordinary. For 4 
deep and 'continual ſenſe of Religion upon his ſpirit, 
he had not many equals; and for an honeſt and unaf- 
fected zeal in the ſervice of Chriſt, he had few ſupe- 
riors. His mind was ſuſceptible of the warmeſt im- 
preſſions of devotion. Whatever he uttered, (eſpeci- 
ally if it related to his Saviour, ) ſeemed to come from 
the very bottom of his ſoul; and the impreſſion it made 
upon his hearers was owing, in a great meaſure, to that 
which they obſerved it firſt made upon him.— His ſtyle 
was ſtrong, conciſe, and plain, which of all others is 
certainly the fitteſt to convey the warmelt ſentiments 
from and to the heart. But the ſucceſs of his miniſ- 
terial labours was not ſo much owing to bis nat ral 
oratory in the pulpit, as to the ſtrict and -cxmmplary 
piety of his conduct out of it. 3 
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If ever man made Religion his greateſt buſineſs and 
pleaſure, he did. How much he was in his element 
when at prayer, appears from the frequent diſcharge of 
that duty, viz. Six times every day as long as he was 
able; twice by himſelf, twice with bis wife, and twice 
with the family. The firſt poſture he was in every 
morning as ſoon as he was out of bed, was upon his 
knees; and the ſame as ſoon as he returned from a 
journey. His religious converſe was neither forced nor 
affected, but accompanied with an eaſy and chearful 
addreſs; and ſeemed as natural to him as worldly diſ- 
courſes are to others; which made it not burthenſome 
and awful, but agreeable and entertaining. : | 
In bis ſentiments of Church-goverament, he was for 
the efabliſhed form; in his ſentiments of doctrines, he 
was for the moderate Caluiniſtical ſcheme ; but far from 
being a bigot to either, as appears eſpecially from his 
letters. His extenſive charity ſeemed to ariſe from his 
profound humility ; cenſoriouſneſs being ever the ge- 
nuine off-pring of pride, as bigotry is of ignorance, — 
The following character is given of bim in the ac- 
count of his Life written by the Rev. Mr. Maurice, 
Rector of Tyringham, Bucks, who cannot be ſuſpected 
of partiality. 117 „ 
*« He was a perſon of as great devotion as ever I met 
with; and his main aim was to make all he converſed 
with to be religious. - I think verily he was not only tem- 
perate, but mortified ; not only true and juſt, but kind and 
charitable: charitable to the good name as well as to the 
ſoul and body. He was neither angry nor haſty : very 
affable in his carriage, and meek in his converſe; never 
over - earneſt, but, (where he thought he could not exceed, 
for God; The family where he lived for many years, 
and which he fince often viſited, very lately told me, 
-, They thought him as free from vanity, as others could be 
from vice; and that they could never fee wherein he did 
too much, or where too little. I cannot, indeed, ſay ſo 


much, yet I am ready to think, that all his redundancies, 
Gs 4 n 
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as well as defefts, were deſigned in order tos greater 
good.” __ e 
Io this I ſhall only adjoin the teſtimony of the Rev. 
Mr. Hammet, who ſucceeded Mr. Maſon inthe vicarage 
of Stanton-Berry, (upon his preſentation to Water-Strat- 
ford,) and who. was afterwards Rector of Emmington in 


the ſame county. 
„My acquaintance (faith he) with Mr. Maſon, I 
have eſteemed one of the ' greateſt mercies I ever re- 
ceived, His learning and piety were great, and his 
humility deep. Divers ſouls in the neighbourhood 
wherein he lived, were ſeals of his miniſtry. His af- 
fections were ſo fervent, and his zeal ſo great, that as 
they were the comfort; ſo they were the admiration of 
thoſe that feared God, and lived near him. He was 
in his judgment and practice, a conforming miniſter, 
The liturgy he read with affection, and ſaid,” he enjoyed 
much communion with God while reading it. But he 
was far from a bitter fpirit againſt diſſenters, "So great 
was his love to Chrif, that he had a value for any one 
who ſpoke a ſavoury word of him. And as he had 3 
reat charity for others, ſo he was moſt highly eſteemed 
57 the moſt fober Churchmen and-diſſenters. Mr. 
Baxter (aid, He was the glory of the Church of England. 
Other judicious miniſters I have heard ſay, 'That they 
never converſed with a minifter, conforming or non conform- 
Ing, that equalled him. The frame of his, ſpirit was ſo 
heavenly, 125 deportment ſo humble and obliging, his 
diſcourle of heavenly things (and little elſe could we 
hear from him) ſo weighty, with ſuch apt words and 
delightful air, that it charmed all that ad any ſpi- 
ritual reliſh, and was not ſo burthenſome to others, 
as diſcourſes of that nature have been from other 
miniſters.” _ MN. ; 
How appy would it be for the chriſtian Church, if 
inſtead of contending about forms and ſpeculations, we - 
could all unite in this bumble, cbaritable, and truly 
pious temper, with which this good man was ſo emi- 
gently diftioguiſfied? : 2 4 4 
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It is unhappy, that a perſon ſo well qualified to con- 
vey a warm and lively ſenſe of Religion into the minds 
of men from the pulpit, could not be perſuaded to do 
it oftner from the preſs, His invincible modeſty and 
bumility deprived us of this advantage.—A moſt excel- 
lent and amiable diſpofition! But ſeldom found in ſo 
cloſe a conjunction with thoſe ſtrong and vehement 
paſſions of zeal and fervour, though perhaps the ſureſt 
charafter of a true godly zeal. -. | 4 
All that be publiſhed himſelf were, the ſongs of praiſe 
to Almighty God upon ſeveral occafions ; together with the 
ſongs of Solomon, fir ft turned, then paraphraſed in engliſh 
verſe; with the addition of the ſacred poem an Dives and 
Lazarus. To which are added, penitential cries —No- 
thing can better ſhew the univeria] eſteem this book 
bath met- with from Chriſtians of all denominations, 
than its having gone through about ſixteen impreſſions. 
 — Beſides this, he publiſhed a /i/tle Catechiſm, with 
uerſes aud ſayings for litile Children: And towards the 
end. of bis life, a ſermon upon the parable of the ten 
virgins, called the midnight cry. — There are alſo two 
ſermons of his extant, publiſhed and prefaced by the 
Rey. Mr. Shepherd of Braintree, in Eſer.—As for the 
collection of ſay ings, &c. called Select Remains, which 
were collected and publiſhed long after bis death, they 
are admirably calculated, and have a ſtrong tendency 
to edify and improve the mind, and to promote the 
cauſe of real Relizion, and are worthy the attention and 
frequent peruſal of every ſerious Chriſtian. 1 
Mr. been leg at Maler- Stratford, in the year 1694, 
haying been ReQor' of that pariſh twenty years. 
r one een LE] 1 
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of fickneſs and death, is John, Earl of Rocheſter; 
deſcendant of a great family, of a liberal education, 
and as great perſonal accompliſhments; and by his 
ſincere repentance, .and happy death, he appeared to 
be (as jt is judiciouſly expreſſed. of him)—* A very 
great man every way; a great wit, a great ſcholar, a 
great poet, a great ſinger, and a great penitent,” 
Such he is deſcribed to be by two learned divines, 
who perſonally kuew him, and attended him in his 
lalt fickneſs. And herein God has ſhewn the freeneſs 
and richneſs of his mercy, to ſave one who ſeemed 
to bave made a covenant with death, and was at as 
7 with hell; ſomething ſimilar to the Apoſtle 
Paul, though before a blaſphemer, a perſecutor, and 
1njur jous; yet obtained mercy, that. in hum Chrift Jeſus 
might ſkew forth all long-ſuffering, for a pattern to them 
** ſhould hereafler believe ou him to everlaſting life, 
1 Tim. 1. 13,——16. So God ſtruck him to the 
ground as it were, by a light from heaven, and 4 
voice of thunder round. about him. Inſomuch that 
now the ſcales fell from his eyes, as they did from St, 
Paul's; his ſtony heart was opened, and ſtreams of 
tears guſhed out, the bitter but wholeſome tears of true 
repentance. 5 Foot, Ia 60S} 
His Lordſhip had, advanced to an uncommon 
height of impiety, having been an advocate in the 
black cauſe of atheiſm, and an encomiaſt to Beel- 
zebub. He had raked too in the very bottom of the 
jakes of debauchery, and had been a ſatyriſt againſt 
virtue. But when, like the prodigal in the goſpel, 
he came to. bimſelf, what horror filled his mind, oy 
forced ſharp and bitter invectives from him, againſt 
bimſelf; terming himſelf the vileſt wretch that ever 
the ſun ſhined upon; wiſhing be had been a_crawl- 
iag leper in a ditch, a link-boy, or 3 beggar, or had 
lived in a dungeon, rather than offended God as he had 
done. 4 ary af] E 51 
Upon the firſt viſit of the Rev, Mr. Parſons to him, 
on May 36th, 1680, after his Journey from the welt, 
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he gladly received him with every token of great re. 
| ſpe; ſaying, —* He thanked God, who in mercy and 
good providence had tent Mr. Parſons to him, who fo 
much needed his prayers and counſels; acknowledging 
how unworthily heretofore he had treated that order of 
men, reproaching them that they were proud, and pro- 
pheſied only for rewards: But now he had learnt how to 
value them; that he eſteemed them the ſervants of the 
moſt high God, who were to (hew him the way to 

_ everlaſting life,” ' VEIN. 20 phat Str 
At this time Mr. Parſons found him labouring un- 
der great trouble of mind, and bis conſcience tuff of 
terror. He told bim, „ When on his journey, he had 
been arguing with greater vigour Ar God and reli- 
gion, than ever he had done in his fife-time before, and 
that he was reſolved. to run them down with all the 
arguments and ſpite in the world; but, like the great 
convert, St. Paul, he found it hard to kick againſt 
God.“ For God at that time ſtruck his heart fo pow- 
erfully, that he argued as much for God and virtue, 
as ever he had done againſt it. He had ſuch tregen- 
dous apprehenfions of the divine Majeſty, mingled with 
ſuch delightfut*'coffemplations of his nature and per- 
ſections, and of the amiableneſs of religion, that he 
fad) I never Was advaticed thus far towards happi- 
neſs in my life beſofe, though upon the commiſſion of 
ſome ſins extraordinary, I have had ſome checks and 
warnings confidetable from within; but © ſtilf ſtruggled 
with them, and fo wore them off agiin, One day, at 
an atheiſtcal meetihg at a prion ot-'quality's, 1 under- 
took to manage” the cauſe, and was the principal diſ- 
putant againſt God and piety, and for my perform - 
- ances teceived the applauſe of the whole company. 
Upon which my mind was terribly ſtruck, and 1 im- 
mediately replied. this to myſelf, —Good' God, that a 
man that walks upright, that ſees the wonderful works 
of God, and has the uſe of his ſenſes and reafon, 
ſhould uſe them to the defying of his Creator!“ But 
| though this was à good beginning tqwards my Tor 
; . | 7 3 10ng 
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ſion, to find my conſcience touched for my ſins, yet it 
went off again; nay, all my life; long, I had a ſecret 


value and reverence for an honeſt man, and loved 
mortality in others. But 1 had formed an odd ſcheme 
of religion to myſelf, Which would ſolve all that God 


or conſcience might force upon me; yet I was not ever 


well reconciled. to the buſineſs of Chriſtianity, nor 


had that reverence, for the goſpel of Chriſt as I ought 
to, hae ut n: 261} FS: 3:4 ER 
This ſtate of mind continued till the fifty-third 


chapter of Iſaiah was read to bim, together with 


ſome other parts of the ſacred ſcriptures; when it 
plealed God to fill his mind with ſuch peace and joy 
in believing, that it was remarkable to all about him. 


And he frequently defired thoſe that were with him, 


to read the fiſty-third of Iſaiah to him; upon which 


he uſed to deſcant in a very affectionate paraphraſe, 


. — 


miliation and comfort. We 

O blefled God, can ſuch a horrid creature as I am 
be accepted by thee, who has denied thy being, and 
contemned thy power? Can there be mercy and pardon 
for me? Will God own ſuch a wretch as I?” , - 

And in the middle of his ſickneſs, he ſaid, —* Shall 
the unſpeakable joys. of heaven be conferred on me? O 
mighty Saviour, never but through thine infinite love 
and ſatisfaction! Oh, never but by the purchaſe of thy 
blood!“ Adding,—** That with all abhorrence he did 


applying the weighty ſentences thereof to his on hu- 


* 


reflect upon his former life; that ſincerely and from his 


heart he did repent of all that folly and madneſs which 
he had committed.” t 


His faith was very remarkable, in embracing the arti - 


cles of the Chriſtian religion; and he juſtly condemned 
—* That fooliſh and abſurd philolophy wliich the 
world ſo much admired, propagated by the late Mr. 
Hobbes and others; which had undone him, and many 
more of, the beſt parts in the nation. nt 7 
His faith reſted alone on Chriſt for ſalvation, and there- 
fore appeared to be of the right kind. He would often 


: 


thtreat 
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intreat God to ſtrengthen bis faith, crying out, Lord, 
believe; help mine unbelief.” | 
Hie had a ing eſteem for the ſacred ſcriptures, 
and evidently {aw their divine uſefulneſs and excellency : 
—* For having ſpoken to his heart, he acknowledged 
all the ſeeming abſurdities and contradictions, fan- 
cied by men of corrupt and rebrobate judgments, 
were vaniſhed; and the excellency and beauty ap- 
3 being come to receive the truth in the love 
it.“ | £4 
He was very conſtant and fervent in bis devotions, 
and would frequently call upon the miniſter who at- 
tended him to pray with him, or read the ſcriptures to 
him; and towards the end of his ſickneſs, would hear- 
tily defire God—* To pardon his infirmities, if he 
ſhould not be ſo wakeful and intent through the whole 
duty as he wiſhed to be; and that though the fleſh was 
weak, yet tie ſpirit was willing; and he hoped God 
would accept that.” 1 5 | 
Satan, the grand adverſary of ſouls, uſed to aſſault 
him with many temptations and diabolical ſuggeſtions, 
and every thing which might be prejudicial to that reli- 
um temper of mind God had now endued him with. 
One night eſpecially, the tempter did make no little uſe 
of his fiery darts, by caſting upon him lewd and wicked 
Imaginations:—* But | thank God, faith he, I abhor 
them all; and by the power of his grace, which I am 
ture is ſufficient for me, I have overcome them. Lis 
the malice of the devil, becauſe I am reſcued from him; 
and tis the goodneis of God, that frees me from all my 
ſpiritual enemies.” e . 
There are many proofs of the ſincerity of his faith 
and the ſoundneſs of his repentance; among others, l 
mall ſingle out thoſe that follow. . 
He greatly rejoiced at his lady's converſion from 
y, which he termed,—* A faction ſupported only 
by fraud and cruelty.” 24 | f 
His hearty concern for the pious education of his 
children; wiſhing “ His ſon might never be à wit, 
ogg +: 


as he explained it, one of thoſe wretched creatures who 
pride themſelves in abuſing God and teligion, denying 
his heing or his providence; but that he might become 
an honeſt man, and of a truly religious character, 
e could only be the ſupport and bleſſing of his 
amily.“ f EM 

He left a ſtrict charge to the perſons in whoſe cuſ- 
tody his papers were, to burn all his profane and 
lewd writings, —* As being only fit to promote vice 
and immorality, by which he had ſo highly offended 


God, and aſhamed and blaſphemed that holy reli- 
gion into which he had been baptized, and all his 
obſcene and filthy pictures, which were ſo notoriouſly 


ſcandalous.” 

He proteſted, —< He would not commit a known 
fin to gain a kingdom:” And ſent awſul meſſages to 
his companions in iniquity. He adviſed a gentleman 
of character that came to ſee him on his death - bed, 
—#* O remember that you contemn God no more. 
He is an avenging God, and will viſit you for. your 
fins; and will, f hope, in mercy touch your conſcience, 
ſooner or later, as he has done mine. You and I have 
been friends and ſinners together a great while, there- 
fore J am the more free with you. We have been all 
miſtaken in our conceits and opinions, our perſuaſions 


have been falſe and groundleſs; therefore God grant 


* 


you repentance.” i 
And ſeeing the gentleman the next day, he ſaid; 


Perhaps you were diſobliged by my plainneſs with you 
yelterday; I ſpake the words of ruth and ſoberneſs. 
And, ſtriking bis hand upon his breaſt, laid, I hope 
God will touch your heart.” 

He laid his commands on the reverend perſon that 


attended him, . To preach abroad, and to let all men 
know, if they knew it not already, bow God had diſ- 


ciplined him for his fins by his afflictiug band; That 


his ſufferings were moſt juſt, though he had laid ten 
thouſand times more upon him.” How he had laid one 


ſtripe upon anothet, becauſe of his grievous provoca- 
1 L1! | tions; 
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tions, till he had brought him home to himſelf. That 
his former viſſtations had not had that bleſſed effect he 
was now ſenſible of. He had formerly ſome looſe 
thoughts and flight reſolutions of reforming, and de- 
ſigned to be better; becauſe even the 22 conſe- 
quences of fin were ſtill peſtering him, and were ſo 
troubleſome and inconvenient to him. But now he 
had other ſentiments. of things, and acted upon other 
principles.“ ee 
That none whom he had been the inſtrument of 
drawing into fin, might loſe the benefit of his ſincere, 
though late repentance, be ſubſcribed the following 
recantation, and ordered it to be publiſhed to the 
World. 3 tt, 
« For the benefit of all thoſe whom 1 may have 
drawn into fin by my 87297 and encouragement, 1 
leave to the world this my laſt declaration, which I de- 
liver in the ;preſence of the great God, who knows 
the ſecrets of all hearts, and. before whom I am now 
Preparing to be judged: That from the bottom of my 
ſoul 1 deteſt and abhor the whole courſe of my former 
wicked life; That 1 think 1 can never ſufficiently ad- 
mire the goodneſs of God, who has given me a true 
'ſenſe of my pernicious opinions and vile practices; by 
which I have hitherto lived without hope, and without 
God in the world: Have been an open enemy to Jeſus 
Chriſt, doing the utmoſt deſpite to the holy Spirit of 
grace. And that the greateſt teſtimony of my charity 
to ſuch is, to warn them in the name of God, and as 
they regard the welfare of their immortal ſouls, no 
more to deny his being or his providence, or deſpiſe 
his goodneſs; no more to make a mock of ſin, or 
contemn the pure and excellent religion of my ever 
bleſſed Redeemer, through whoſe merits alone I, one 
of the greateſt of ſinners, do yet hope for mercy and 
iwenels, Amen.” | 
t hath been ſaid, and I think very juſtly, that 
theſe are ſigns and evidences of true and evangelical 
repentance. DOE. 125 


We 


* 
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We ſhall now attend him to his bed of languiſhing 
and death, and view the power of religion upon his 
mind in that important ſeaſon, The poet ſays, and 
experience proves, That, \ tp 


—— Death is a deteflor of the heart, 4 


And indeed ſo it proved to him; ſor his willingneſs 
to die was an evidence his heart was ſincete and upright 
before God. „ 2 | 

He was not willing to live, but only to teſtify. the 
truth of his repentance, and to bring glory to God, 
Af God, ſays he, ſhould ſpare me yet. a little 
longer time here, 1 bope to bring glory to his name, 
proportionably to the diſhonour I have done to him 
in my whole life paſt; and particularly by my endea; 
vours to convince: others, and to aſſure them of the 
danger of their condition, if they continued impeni- 
tent; and to tell them, how, graciouſly God hath dealt 
en ea: an Ws 
And when he came within the nearer views of death, 
about three or four days before it, he ſaid, —** I ſhall 
now die. But, O, what unſpeakable glories do I fee! 
What joys beyond thought or expreſſion, am I ſenſible 
of! I am aſſured of God's mercy to me through Jeſus 
Chriſt, O, how long to die, and to be with my 
Saviour.“ „ | 

To conclude, The worthy peſos to whom we are 
indebted for. this account of ſo illuſtrious a convert, 
ſays—* There are many more excellent things which 
have occaſionally dropt from his mouth, in my ab- 
ſence, that will not come within the narrow compals 
of a ſermon, Theſe, I hope will ſufficiently prove 
what I produce them for.“ | n 

And ſo we hope they will have a tendency, in this 
republication, to demonſtrate the power of real feli - 
gion to an incredulous and ungadly world. 


4 


LII2 The 
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THE LIFE OF THE DR, JOHN GUYSE, 


HE Reverend and worthy Dr. Conder gives the 
following account of the life and death of this 
much eſteemed and pious Chriſtian, in a funeral ſer- 
mon. preached by him on that mournful occaſion, 
November 29, 1761. | | 
Dr. Gurs, writes he, was originally of Hertford; 
deſcended of religious and creditable parents; blefſed 
with a ſtrictly virtuous edpcation ; and early called by 
the grace of God; ſo that he was admitted a member 
of the church of Proteſtant diſſenters in that town, at 
fourteen years of age, His views were alſo very early 
directed towards the work of the miniſtry ; and all his 
youthful years were accordingly ſpent in cloſe applica- 
tion to ſtudy, under the direction of the moſt able in- 
ſtructors; firſt in the learned languages, and then in 
the ſeveral branches of academical erudition. He en- 
tered upon the miniſiry in his twentieth year, and 
Providence ſoon opened a door for his public miniſtra- 
tions at Hertford, as aſſiſtant to the aged Mr. Haworth, 
who being thereafter removed by death, he ſucceeded, 
by unanimous call, in the paſtoral office and charge of 
that people; a charge which, with great reluctance 
and ſelf-diffidence, he at length conſented to undertake, 
Here God was with him, and for many years continued 
his labours with a great degree of acceptation and ſuc- 
ceſs; and became particularly uſeful in guarding bis 
flock againſt the erroneous ſentiments of the fayourers 
of the Arian ſcheme, which with much affiduity they 
laboured to propagate. Some years after, he received 
an invitation to London, which he accepted, (from the 
conſideration of his inability to perform the duties of 
his function as he wiſhed at Hertford, on account of 
his imperfect meaſure of health;) and accordingly took. 
F 
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His ſphere of activity was now greatly enlarged, 
and he was better enabled to exert himſelf to moſt 


uſeſul and important purpoſes. By an uniform, gen- 
tee), religious, and friendly carriage, he became dear 


to his brethren in the miniſtry, and highly valued and 
' eſteemed by all. His reputation as a ſcholar, Chriſtian, 

and divine, was widely ſpread, and his worth' was 
generally known. His character and conduct were 
uniform and amiable in all the various points of light. 
In his religious principles he was fixed, ſteady, con- 


ſiſtent, and open; never aſhamed to own what he be- 
lieved, or to vindicate it when oppoſed. —As a preach- 


er, he was endowed with excellent and acceptable 
miniſterial gifts; his compoſitions were ſolid, regular, 
well digeſted, and highly ſcriptural: In the holy books 
his knowledge and readinels were very remarkable, 
and have been the ſurpriſe” of many,——As a paſtor, 
he was an active, able, loving, and faithful guide and 
enſample to his flock, both in faith and practical god- 
lineſs: He ſtudied the things which made for 
and godly edifying; and as he had the welfare of his 
people greatly at heart, ſo there were few miniſters to 
be tound more honoured and regarded than he was by 
them. 

For many years he was favoured with a conſider- 
able ſhare of health and ſpirits; but in the latter part 
of life he was afflicted with a painful lameneſs and a 
weak ſight. Theſe, it was feared, would bave put 
a period to his public labours: but he was wonderfully 
ſupported by the comforts of grace; ſo that with re- 
markable reſignation and chearfulneſs, though under 
ſenſible decays of vigour and ſtrength, he perſevered 


in his miniſtrations till within a very few weeks of his 


deceaſe. 


- 


Such was Dr. Guyſe in life: but now, as to the 


cloſing ſcene, it is natural to aſk, How did he leave 


the world? How did the Lord deal with him in 


his lateſt moments? Partly from perſonal know- 
| ledge, partly from proper information, continues 
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our author, I am enabled to. conclude the delightful 
narrative. | | Aſk 

His latter end, to a remarkable degree, was peace; 
he was enabled to leave the world with great compoſure, 
ſerenity, and hope of a bleſſed immortality. To friends 
that attended him, in his confinement, he witneſſed a 
good, a precious. confeſſion; he again and again de- 
clared his faith. firm fixed upon him who is the Rock 
of ages; bis hopes were alive towards God. without a 
diſtreſsful cloud ; hopes grounded upon the blood and 
righteouſneſs of the dear Redeemer.— Thanks be to 

God, ſaid he, I have no doubt, no difficulty upon my 
mind, as to my eternal ſtate; if I bad, I could not bear 
what I now feel! I know in whom I bave believed: 
Here my faith reſts; the peculiar doctrines of the goſpel 
which I bave long preached are. now the ſupport of my 
foul : I live upon them every day; and thence derive 
my never-failing comfort.” At another time, —* How 
good is my God to me! how often bas he made good 
5 me that promiſe, As hy days are, ſo ſhall thy frengil 

e/” ee WO 
His great requeſt to thoſe that were about bim to 
the laſt, was, to read the word, and join in prayer 
with him: The fifth chapter of Second Corinthians 
was particularly of fingular uſe and. ſat isfact ion to his 
mind, on which he commented to this effect: For we 
know, that if our earthly houſe of this tabernacle wete diſ- 

- Jolved, &c. Oh! when (ſhall it be diffolved indeed! 
when ſhall this mortal put on immortality!” In tit we 
groan earneſtly, defiring to be clothed upon, &c. ** This, 
this is my earneſt, defire, and what I am waiting for.” 

For toe that are in this tabernacle do groan, being bur- 
dexed: For this I groan daily, and ere long ſhall 

groan no more,” Now, he that hath wrought us for the 
eif-ſame thing is God, who alſo hath given unto us the 
earneft of his Spirit: ** This 1 have, this I do enjoy, 
and therefore am I confident. I am not afraid of 
death; I am rather afraid that I ſhould. err on the other 
hand, in being too deſirous of it.” Thus, on the 

| DE Ne | morning 


1 
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morning of the Lord's day in which be died, it was 
{till the language of his heart and lips, When ſhall 1 
get through this valley?” and ſome of the laſt words 
he was capable of pronouncing ſo as to be underſtood, 
were, Oh, my God, thou who haſt always been 
with me, wilt not leave me.” Sweet confidence 
Bleſſed readineſs! With the apoſtle he was defirous 
to depart, that he might 'be with Chriſt: Mark rhe 
perfect man, and behold the upright ; for the end of that 
man is peace. | h 

During the fourſcore years of his life, he ſuſtained 
for ſixty of them a public character; and departed the 
22d of November, 1761, in the 8 iſt of his age. 


WEL LLLSLSSE 


THE LIFE OF MR, JOHN ADAMS. 


HE late Reverend Mr. John Adams, miniſter of 

the goſpel in Falkirk, Scotland, was eſteemed 
by the judicious the moſt eminent preacher perhaps in 
the church. He had laid the foundation of this excel- 
lence in an.early, cloſe, and conſtant acquaintance with 
God, the Bible, and bis on heart. His natural ta- 
lents were improved by diligent ſtudy, and extenſive 
reading. His own experience of ſpiritual things, en- 
abled him to impart this knowledge with earneſtneſs 
and diſcernment unto others, Thus furniſhed, he ap- 
pearcd among us a poliſhed ſhaft, and was inſtrumen- 
tal, under God, to the eternal happineſs of many. 
With ſuperior luſtre, be ſhone for a while; but almoſt 
in the morning of life, with undiminiſhed rays, this 
ſun-ſer, leaving a memorial of himſelf graven upon 
the hearts of all who knew his worth, or heard his 
fame. 

For the following account of his laſt triumphagt 
moments, we are obliged to a gentleman in the coun- 
try, who viſited him then, and wrote * 

. | relation 
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relation ſoon aſter his departure: To preſerve the au- 
thenticity, we give them nearly in his own words, 

On Friday, February 25th, 1757, I went to ſee 
the Reverend Mr. Adams of Falkirk, who for ſome 
time paſt had been in a languiſhing way, and was gene- 
rally thought a-dying. 1 found him ſomewhat better 
than he had been for weeks before; and the ſymptoms 
appearing more favourable, gave hopes of his recovery. 
I expreſſed the ſincereſt joy upon this; for I thought 
indeed his death at that time would be the moſt awful 
evidence of divine diſpleaſure, and an irreparable loſs 
to the intereſt of religion among us. With a venerable 
compoſure and endearing ſmile, (ornaments indeed pe- 
culiar to himſelf,) he chearfully anſwered, © Tis all 
one to me whether I live or die. Since the beginning 
of this illneſs, I have had ſuch ſweet compoſure of 
mind, through the gracious communications of divine 
love, that my will is entirely reſigned unto God's will, 
fully perſuaded of its being the wiſeſt and beſt for me, 
that I would not for a world have it put to my choice 
whether I ſhould live or die, as I would not know 
which to chuſe.“ He then repeated a ſaying of an 
eminent old miniſter, one Mr. Bennet, of Moravenſide, 
who being aſked concerning his welfare by a neighbour 
when dying, replied, * I'm not well, man.” But do 
you think you are dying, Sir?” ſays the other. Real- 
ly, man, he anlwered, I care not whether or not; for 
if I die I'll be with God, and if 1 live he'll be with 
me.” —* 1 ſee, ſays Mr. Adams, it is not only the pri- 
vilege of believers to plead humbly, but their duty to 
plead boldly, and with an affuted confidence to claim 
their intereſt in the divine favour and love, afferting 
their title to the unſearchable riches of adorable ſove- 
reign grace, in the ſweeteſt con:munications of gracious 
influences, and precious ſuitable bleſſings. I bleſs 
God for his infinite goodnels and mercy to me, in the 
ſweet communications of his love to my ſoul, fince 
confined to this bed of languiſhing. 1 have expe- 
rienced more of heavenly intercourle during this ill- 
"neſs than in moſt of my life hitherto; and indeed I 
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have it to remark to the praiſe of ſovereign grace, that 
in all my afflictions, either on myſelf or on my family, 
God bath moſt graciouſly vouchſaſed his favour, and 
made them the ſweeteſt times of my life. I lie on this 
bed in perfect caſe of body, neither ſick nor ſore, and 
in the molt compoſed ſtate of mind, entirely refigned 
to the divine will as to life or death, every bit as well 
plealed to die as to live. This indifference to hfe, 
however, flows not from any diſcontent with the world; 
T have no reaſon to be ſo; No. I have agreeable re- 
lations, pleaſant connections, and indeed a ſmile o 
Providence hath ever attended me. But a ſenſe of the 
divine love, and incomparable happioels that awaits in 
the other world, reconciles nie to death, and makes me 
welcome the ſtroke. I lee nothing terrible in the ſum- 
mons: My Redeemer hath unſtinged the tyrant, and 
changed his very nature, from a meſſenger of wrath to 
that of joy; ſo that with the apoſtle 1 can triumph, 
O death, where is thy fling? O grave, where is thy vic- 
tory ? The fling of death is fin, and the firength of ſim is 
the law. But thanks be lo God who giveth us the vic- 
tory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. it bin this twelve- 


month paſt, my molt merciful God and Father in 


Chriſt hath, in wonderful condeſcenſion and grace, 

vouchſafed me the light of his countenance, and influ- 
ences of his Holy Spirit, ſhining upon his word, open- 
ing up to me the myſteries of his grace, in their ador-, 
able riches, and exact ſuitableneſs to the neceſſities of 
my ſoul, and given me ſuch inſighi into the meaning 
and import of many places of ſcripture, wherein the 
exceeding riches and infinite excellence of ſovereign | 
grace, and ineffable love are declated, that indeed I 
have been many times overpowered with: their [weet- 
nels. O adorable rich free grace! my whole plea! my 
ſure hope! How inexpreſſibly ſweet, have thele (crip- 
tures been to me in my confinement, Heb, vi, from 
the 17th verſe to the end, connected with Hebrews iv. 
from the 14th to the end! It is indeed the very ten- 
dency and defign of the whole diſpenſat ion pf glace to 
1% ©  Taile 
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raiſe the ſoul to tbe higheft pitch of aſſurance, that it 
may have ſtrong conſolation, and attain firm unſhaken 
confidence in and perſuaſion of the divine favour and 
love. What is truſting in God, fo often exhorted to 
in ſcripture, but this? à confiding in, and depending 
continually upon this grace 2 in the goſpel, in 
an abſolute certainty that it ſhall be beſtowed, and be 
altogether ſufficient for the purpoſes of ſecuring and 
1 the begun work in the heavenly glory! Oh, 
how much do I fee the propriety and neceſſity of com- 
plying with the apoftle's exhortation, Give all diligence 
to ma 

Amed Te hene in the divine love can ſupport the 
foul in the immediate view of appearing before the 
Judge of all; but this precious faith begets and ſup- 


ports a triumph. in the neareſt proſpect of grappling 


with the king of 'terrors: Thanks be to God, who giverh 


r the viflory, through Jeſus Chrift our Lord. A lively 


faith in the Son of God unfolds the meaning, and gives 
experience of the Sweetneſs of the upoſtle's hope, 2 
Cor. fifth chapter to the eleventh verſe: Such a hope 1 
have as an anchor ſure and ſtedfaſt, entering into that 
within the vail. This confident hope of eternal life is 
very conſiſtent with the deepeſt fenſe of my own unwor- 
thineſs, finfulnefs, and vileneſs; yea, the cleater and 
more affecting niy views of the ſin of my nature, and 
deceitfulneſs of my heart are, the higher does my eſteem 
of the amazing unſearchable depths of divine love and 
Fer, in its freedom, ſuitahleneſs, and efficacy, rife. 
Though the old man is not 'wholly e off, yet the 
new man is renewing day by day. He is faithful that 
bath promiſed: 1 can truſt his word, and am ſure of 
the happy accomphſhment. Tt is indeed a higher diſ- 
honour to God, to be ever doubting of his grace; he 
bath allowed ſtrong conſolation to us Who have fled for 


refoge to the hope ſet before us. We ſhould be con- 


tent 'with nothing leſs, therefore; but look upon this 
attainment as the higheſt part of our conformity to the 
inn a ; . 1 2171 Sy" it 


e your calling and election ſure. Nothing but an 


. 
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it as our due, in virtue of Chrift's right, who hatt 
purchaſed it ſor us. Oh! What a glorious view is Fed 
bow inexprefſibly full of ich confolation! Chriſt bath 
made it not only, our privilege, but our duty, to aſſer 
our intereſt ia his love with a, coafident boldneſs. I 
know, not any thing that can yield ſuch raviſhing plea» 
lure to the ſou}, and that even in the very arms, of 
death, and of corruption in the grave, as this rejoiging” 
in the hope of eternal life. The pleaſure I have had, 
the, lweetneſs | have. egjoyed, in meditating on this 
adorable plan of grade, wbercin the infinite mercy, 
grace, and love of God is ſo eminentiy diſplayed, can- 
not be conceived of, or expreſſed by words. Indeed. 
the time thus employed bath. been delightful beyond 
all expieſhan;”” And as a confirmation of this, it is 
worthy of remark, that for ſome time preceding, the 
good man ſcarce ever touched, either in preaching on 
praying, upon this particular  ſubyea,. but bis heart 
welled with ſuch ardor and love, that tears guſhed from 
his eyes, and it was with dufficulty be ſpoke. - 
I cannot certainly ſay, he went on, what my Lord 
intends to do with me as to a recovery from this waſt- 
ing; but 1 have often thought ſince I turned ill, that 
it looked very like he was o call me home; for this 
reaſon, that in infinite condeſcenſion he has been- pleats 
ed, by his Holy Spirit, to give me for this year by paſt 
ſuch clear. views and ſweet diſcoyerics of the method of 
grace, and myſteries of redemption, in the amazing 
diſplays of redeeming love, and opened up. the ſcrip- 
tures in a light I never ſaw. them in ;, ſo that I hays 
been taught truths, and diſcerned depibs af adorable 
love and grace in many paſſages of ſacred writ that 
were in 2 great meaſure, hid from me before; and hay 
been enabled cordially and. chearfplly. to g0 in with 
embrace this glorious method. of grace, 2s all my {alv 
tion and deſire; in conſequenca gf which | have take. 
a joy and peace in believing,' and felt ſuch ſweet rehgr 
nation unto the divine will, that 1 am content 19 98 
entirely at God's diſpoſal, and to ſay in all thing. 
| Mm m3 | 
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Thy will be done, No clouds now darken my prof pecl, 
no doubts diſquiet my mind: a perſect tranquillity and 
ſerene peace fill the heart, and the confident hope of a 
glorious immortality gladdens the ſcul; and all this 
obtained in the way of beheving, even by faith in the 
complete obedience, meritorious death, and powerful 
prevalent intercefion of my glorious Redeemer, the 
fruit of which is the ſaving operations of his Spirit, 
r in me theſe divine graces that will be perfefted 
n glory. I fay, the ſweet review of this makes me 
think; that in his infinite goodneſs, and moſt undeſerv- 
ed loving kindneſs, he has been juſt lighting up theſe 
ſweet diſcoveries and delightful — or as ſo many 
torches to ſhew me through the dark valley death. It 
is true, he may in ſovereignty, allow me yet to be 
clouded; but one thing am certain of, if it ſhould be 
the temptation muſt come from the devil, and I 
[ ſhall be enabled ſoon to overcome it; for I am 
— [ have had ſuch evidences of the divine love in the 
ſweeteſt intercourſe of late, that I can entertain no doubt 
but that what he bath begua,” ts will re in the day 
of n 
„This account of the frame of my mind, and joyful 
hope through grace, [ think it my duty to communi- 
cate, to the praiſe of that grace, and as an evidence 
that God yet dwells with men upon earth. Come here, 
al ye that your” n a 1 vor tell you wir 17 _ done 


ay 

This ſew eaters "ws wid; ang voafident hope 

of eternal life; continued during the remainder 'of his 
lifez and particularly, on the "Thurſday night before 

his death, the divine vouchſafements were ſo'peculiarly 

pow and tranſporting, that be could not contain himſelf 
rom- declaring their N influence, and ex- 
pteſſing the moſt paſſionate longings for the ſull enjoy- 


ment of unutterable bliſs, crying, O when ſhall I fee 
him as he is; in his av IM gore. Fun appear 


= 
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la this extaly of triumph, he went to ped boon 


eleven o'clock; but Was no ſooner laid don than 1 X 


was {eized' with an inclination to vomit, and an 
ſion at his breaſt (complaints he had: often had'z) foot! 
after became feveriſh, and continued in a ſort of 
gie diſpoſition to tlie laſt; to a Jed free from all 
kind of Pain or *uheafinels;; al ys ſeiifible ;/1 but \; 
little or none. in not 100. 23 DD 3 
And thus, on Sabbath wordiog; about nine; Match 
20th, 175), he'plealantly reſig his foul 40 God, 
wh a nes Joy he fell aſleep," 7} py % yt ele 
1 5 145 5 ods bt etna 113 
; - 4130 2431: 000] af C 44 $ *ify n 
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7 i 114 i did 


Y ORN in tbe * of Whitehall; | Weſtin: 
ſter, Auguſt - 24th, 1631; the farher "of Nit, 
atthew Henry, ſo juſtly eſteemed fot his great fearn-' 
ing and piety, illuſtriouſſy confpicuous in his excel - 
lent commentary upon the Bible; firft educated” at 
St. Martin's church ſcliool, under the teaching of 
Mr. Bonner; afterwards' at Batterſey; then at eſt." 
minſter; and laſt of all concluded" at Oxford. 'Ve 
early God dealt in à remarkable manner with 
heart, and brought bim to the knowledge of, ung 
concern for eternal things. Very earſy he was taught 
by grace the truths that belong to ſalvation, and qua- 
lified't by the teachings of the Spirit to deelare theſe 
truths to others. | | a Hu nent 
Accordingly, le-1650/ dete prices tothe rec. 
tory of Worthenbury in Flintſhire; and ordained | 
the neighbouring ery of miniſters to this Tm 
charge, which he executed, however, with" the "arr 
eſt fidelity and no little ſucceſs; for, during the ei 
years in which he laboured there in nh and doc - 
trine, he ſawn many the travail of his ſoul, to the 
fejoicing of his heart; though with this particular 
e 
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| diſpenſatios, that moſt, or all of thoſe to whoſe good 
be was/ inſtrumental through grace, either dird before 
he leſt the pariſh, or very ſoon after ; fo that in a few 
Years, (there were ſcarce anꝝ viſible fruits of bis miniſtry 
among them, s ei bag has Mn pimgred ws, © 
His cjection from VV onthenhury, for non conſor- 
mity, (ibat greateſt af crimes in the eyes of high · 
churcbhmen,) happened not long after, and he emo · 
ed to Broad Oak, near Whiterchurch, in Shropthice, 
where he remained, till dæat h put an end to all his trou- 
bles, by calling bim from iht qaranfitory Rate. to that 
everlaſting reſt which is prepared for the people of God, 
on the 24th June, 1696, in the 65th year of his age. 
As to bis private a he was, in few words, 
a moſt experienced believer, a lively Chriſtan, a faith- 
ful miniſter, faithful eren to bis temporal lots; an ac- 
curate, cloſe, and an alarming preacher; and no lefs 
an, excellent preacher than himſelf an, exemplary: bearer 
of ge word when , others; preached, though every way 
lis. ioferiors: | In fine, the liviag example of all he 
taught, and the amiable. pictuse of his dottrines. 
In an elpecigl manner he was of ſervice to young 
men deſigned for the miniſtry; many of whom uſed to 
ſpeug ſome time ig his family berore they entered upon 
the ſacred, work, that they might have the benefit, not 
| only qt his public and family. inſtructions, but of his 
learned and pioum converſe, for which be was no lefs. 
thoroughly ſumiſbed, than in it he was free and com- 
municative, Upon all ſuch the great thing he. preſſed 
was, ta ſtudy, the i vb and with theſe to make 
themſelves ſamiliar: tertuarius, bonus thgologus, 
being the. motto of Mr. Henry, as well as Mr. Hervey. 
For this purpole.he recommended to them an acquaint- 
ance with, the original Hebrew, and adyiled the uſe of 
an interlea vod Bible, in which they might inſert ſuch 
' expaſitiggs and obſetuat ions as occaſionally occurred in 
| Gf reading, often more happy and conſiderable 
than thoſe, to be found in prolefſed Tommentators, The 
| true, learning of a. goſpel miniſter, laid be, muſt be 


drawn 


yrovs TAI. 63 
drawn from the {acre volumes; and his only excellent 


ſhould he in being able from them to [peak a word in inſep- 
| jou, to weary ſouls.” 

The period of his uſefulneſs, however, muſt, with. 
all lublunary things, cotrie'to its end: Tue imfirmitics' 
of nature bore bard upon him, and haſtened his diffo. 
lution. The weaknefs of his conſtitution increafe, - 
and he felt the band of death, in the ſervice of bis 
Maſter, arreſting him. For upon Tueſtlay morni 
June 23d, 1868 while pe erl. family-worſnip in 
the nl manner, after having fung and expoundel 
very largely the former Half of the rogth pfalm, he 
was taken ill in prayer, and t obliged to ſhorten 

it: 'Bleſe# is he whom his Lord when he tomes hall find 
2 5 He retired to his chamber immediately after 
where he wus found upon his bed in grea t ſtreſs. 
The means uſed to give relief were ineffectual; and for 
long he had not the ſmalleſt intermiſſion of his pain. 
He faid, God's Iſrael may find Jordan rough; but 
there's no remety; they muſt throogh it to Canaan;” 
and added, he was: not ſo awen afraid of death as of 

ing. 
Ae extremity 1 fill looking up to God. 
and calling upon bim, Who is a preſent help in the 
needful hour. When the violence of his pain forced 
groans and complaints from bim, he would 7 
cotrect himfelf with a patient and quiet ſubmiſſſon to 


his heavenly Father, and chearful arquieſcence in tis 5 


\ age + th 'aſhatned, ' faith he, of theſe-groans; T 
want virtue; O for virtue now when 1 have nee of 
it!“ (referring to the ſubject of his ſermon the pteted- 
ing Lord's day, from os text, Add to your fal vie "1 
Forgive me that L grog thus, and 1'will endeavo 

to . them; but indeed my ſtroke is heavier tha 
my groaning“ It was his trbable, that by reaſon” 
his bochtfy pain, he coufd not „ e his frog 5 — 
fort; however, with that, God graciouſl 


bim in his fehl, 'He ſaid 10 Kt bk 1 | 


muſt remember at inftruftions* and at * 


ill 
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given them when in health; for now he could ſay but 
little 40 them, only, refer them to -what he ſaid, as to 
that Which he would live and die b). 7 
When his ſon, who had been ſent for from Cheſter, 
came in, he told bim, O fon, you are welcome to a 
dying father, I am now ready to be offered; and the 
time of my departure is at hand. I am tormented; 
but, bleſſed be God, not in this flame. I am all on 
fire, (though his body was very cold ;) but, bleſſed be 
God, it is not the fire of hell.“ To ſome neighbours, 
theſe were his words, O make ſure work for your 
ſouls, my friends, by getting. an intereſt in Chriſt 
while you are in health. If I had that work to do 
now, what would become of me? I bleſs God, I am 
latisfied. See to it, all of you, that your work be not 
undone when your time is done, left you be undone for 
ever,” 6 1 wy” 2 *7 2 1 4 wn " IO 6 | | 1 
His underſtanding and ſpeech continued almoſt to 
the laſt breath; and he was till in his dying agonies 
calling upon God, and committing himſelf to him. 
One of the laſt words be ſaid, when he found bimlſelt 
going apace, was,—** O death, where is thhy——;” with 
which his ſpeech faultered, and within a few minutes, 
(after about an illneſs of ſixteen hours,) he quietly 
breathed out his precious ſoul into the hands of his 
dear Redeemer, whom he had truſted, and faithfully 
; ſerved in the work of the miniſtry about forty-three 
years: _ Happy, thrice happy he, to whom {ſuch a ſud- 
den change was. no ſurpriſe, and who could triumph 
| *over death, as an unſtung, diſarmed enemy, even 
when be made ſo fierce an onſet! Mr. Henry had often 
mentioned it as, his defire, that, if it were the will of 
God, be might not ouiſive his uſefulneſs; and it 


4, 
4 


32550 God to grant him, this, defre, and give him a 
hort paſlage from the pulpit to the kingdom, from che 


S 
| height, ot, his ulefalneſs to receive the recompenſe of 
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—, word of God: his own conſcience; the prayers of tlie 
poor; and the account of godly miniſters,” .. 
So too,—* He that hath a blind conſcience” which 
ſees nothing, a dead conſcience which feels nothing, 
and a dumb conſcience which faith nothing; is in 48 
> jon a condition as a man can be in on this fide 
Speaking of the cauſes of atheiſm, he had this to 
obſerve, That a head full of vain and 'unprofitable 
notions, meeting with a heart full of pride and ſelf- 
conceitedneſs, diſpoſes a man direaly to be an 
atheiſt.“ 3 FO. +, bt ©. 32þs <a OY 
He preſſed people much to have themſelves fixed in 
00d principles, and took all occaſions to recommend 
neh as the following, —* That God, who is the firſt 
and beſt, ſhould- have the firſt and beſt; That a part 
in Chriſt is a good part: That ſoul-proſperity is the 
beſt proſperity ; and that it is well or ill with us, ac- - 
cording as it is well or ill with our fouls: That it is 
better to ſuffer the greateſt affliction than to commit 
the leaſt fin: That work for God is its own. wages: 
And that it is the greateſt folly for a man to do that 
which he muſt certainly undo again by repentance, .or 
be himſelf undone to all eternity.” © 00 


8 
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THE LIFE OF MRA. JOHN TERRY. 

ENF the laſt hours of this remarkable convert, we 
have the following account by Mr. Henry. 
The firſt time, ſays Mr. Henry, he 'unbolomed 
himſelf to me, was in his chamber, 2 he was in bed. 
He deſired me to go to prayer with him. When that 
was done, he ſaid.—Sir, I have matters of great mo- 
ment to talk to you about. Whereupon he took me 
by the band, and with tears in his eyes told me ſome 
paſſages of his former life. I muſt o, I did never 
ao  * | Nun g ee 


” of ſome things he had forme 
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1 7 ſigns of a ſincere contrition of beart ſor ſin, 
„ than 1 ſaw in him. It was extremely affecting to ob- 
ſerve, with what e, and abhorrence he fpoke 

ny 


taken de 3 in. After 
he had _ himſelf from a flood of tears, he ſaid. 


to-me,—l am perſuaded, Sir, that God, for my good, 
ng my work 1s done, removes me Goal this world, 
that I might not be again entangled in the ſnares and 


temptations. of it. The Lord well knew bow cafily 1 


was drawn into fin; and I am ſatisfied be takes me 
hence, to prevent my falling into ſome grievous wick- 
edneſs; ſo that I am ſure what others may eſteem my 
loſs, will prove my gain: 1 ſhall find my account ih it 
at laſt. chief concern is now about the eternal 


ſalvation of my ſoul; I muſt beg you therefore to an- 


ſwer me ſome queſtions. 
Sir, ſaid he, fince the ſoul by fin is obnoxious to 
tbe wrath of God; that is, as I take it, liable to the. 
ſentence of that law which we have broken: Her! is it 
freed from the guilt of fin? _ 
When | had anſwered, —That we are juftifed freely 
7 the grace of God, through the redemption that is in Chriſt 
eſus and that being juſtified by faith, we have peace 
201th God through our bo hk Jeſus Chriſt; he aſked me,. 
By what means are we freed from the pollution and ſtain 
of ſin? I told him, — There was a fountain opened for 
fin and for uncleanneſs, and ſhewed what that fountain 
was. I added, that Chriff had purchaſed redemption for . 
us, and was gone to prepare the manſions of glory, and 
that he ſends forth his Spirit to make us meet for the inhe- 
ritance of the jams in light.  _ * 
Here he looked upon me with an eager concern.— 
But, Sir, {aid he, how can I enjoy the comfort of the 
rdon of fin in this world, even ſuppoſing my fins to 


be actually pardoned? I anſwered ,— The Spirit itſelf 
beareth witneſs with aur ſpirit that tue are the children of 
God; and therefore youu ought carneſtly to pray, that 
God would give you the wrt of « adoption, to enable 
he would give mm 

4 
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heart; 


the earneſt , of the heavenly inheritance in your 
and that he would ſay to 'you,—Som, be of good 
cheer, thy fins are forgrven thee; tear not, 1 am tby 


Aalvation. 

4. ** Now; Sir, he proceeded, I find the diſadvatitage 

of not, hearkening to your former counſels. Alas, how 

Juſtly may 1 take up a lamentation over myſelf! For 

though I find a willingneſs to pour out my ſoul to God 
in prayer, yet I find myſelf very much at a loſs for want 


.bf the gift of prayer. LR : 
When he either heard or reeollected the paſſages 
that happened in the untimely death of ſome y 
gentlemen, he uſed to fay,—That God might have 
'taken him away in the courſe of fin as well as others. 
And this made him often bleſs God, that be bad given 
bim not only time, but a heart to improve it; and to 
ſay. Had my ſoul been in their ſouls ſtead, what a mi- 
{rable caſe had I been in! Thou haft ſnatched me as a 
brand out of the burning. 
Some time after, — "oP 1 had been at prayer with 
him, he defired me, with an extraordinary chearfulneſs 
jn his countenance, to fit down on his bed-fide; which, 


when 1 had done, he took me by the hand, and preſ- 


fing it very hard, ſaid, —Sir, I can tell you now, it is 


no fiction, but what I haye from comfortable experi- 
ence, it is good for me that I have been afflicted; for 
before I was afflicted J went aſtray, but now, but now 
have kept Gofyimord, dg. 
. % Theſe words he repeated an hundred times, and 
more, in his illneſs ; laying a peculiar emphaſis on the 
icle ow. He added, Now, Sir, I can aſſure you, 
that death has loſt his ting as to me. He is ſo far 
om being a king of terrors, that he is a meſſenger of 
ace. O happy day, when fin and ſorrow ſhall ceaſe 
rat Now [| can liſt up my head; for my redemp· 
tion draws nigh. I feel the powerful influences of the 


love of God warming my ſoul with ardent defires after 


him. Will he give ſuch taſtes of his love where he 


deſigns not fully to ſatisfy the deſires of the foul that 
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long after him? O my ſoul, be glad in God thy 
Saviour; rejoice in the Rock of by ſalvation. The 
lines are fallen unto me in pleaſant places; I have a goodly 
heritage.” | 

And here his raptures of praiſe and expreſſions of 
joy did fo ſenſibly touch me, that I could not forbear 
breaking out into prailes aloud alſo; which moved the 
ſamily below to enquire the occaſion. 

„At three o'clock, on a Lord's day morning, when 
it was thought he was dying, 1 was called to him. 
When I came, he whiſpered to me, — That though he 
was ſatisfied to die, and bad a comfortable proſpect be- 
fore him, yet now be was engaged in it, be found dying 
to be hard work; and therefore ſaid he, help me with 
ſuitable. expreſſjons to raiſe my heart to God while I 
| remain in the body: For though my ſoul be on the 
wing, yet through my preſent weakneſs, I fiod ſome- 
thing that deadens my thoughts.” 

He defired me to tell his dear mother, who lay 
pining away upon a bed of ſorrow, it was his laſt 
and expiring requeſt to her, that ſhe would not grieve - 
for him, He likewiſe charged me with a letter ſealed, 
to deliver i into his brother's hands; one part whereof, 
which is as follows, his brother communicated to me: 
Brother, I leave this as my laſt advice to you; if you 
would live eaſy and die happy, fear God; avoid idle, 
drinking company, and likewiſe women. 

« Some of his laſt words were,—l believe 1n God, 1 
believe in God, I believe alſo in Chriſt Jeſus. Come, 
Lord Jeſus; come quickly. Why are his chariots ſo 
Jong a coming? Whom, have I in heaven but thee, and 
| there is none on earth [ defire beſides thee. Death is wel- 
come, come as ſoon as it will. I hope you don't tbink 
I am afraid to die; the ſooner the better. 

. * After which words, be died ina few minutes, May 


29th, $740) re x8. 3 
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THE LIFE OF SIR AUGUSTINE NICHOLLS, KNT. | 
(From his Funeral Sermon, by Robert Bolton, B. 5. ares 


E was a reverend and learned judge, a prince and 
a great man in Iſrael; nay a god upon earth, 
as. judges and magiſtrates are ſtiled by the Spirit of 
God, Pſal. Ixxxii. 6, though he be departed this liſe 
like a man, and fallen as one of the prince. 
Yet let no man think I am come hither; either to 
ſmooth and mollify any faults or frailties that might he 
in this great man, or, to faſten upon him any falſe 
Praiſes, or, to make a ſolemn and formal narration of 
all his noble commendable parts. When I undertook 
this buſineſs, I ſtudied only how I might ſpeak moſt 
profitably, and make the beſt ule of the preſent occa- 
fion, to my living auditors. > + Pr enn, 
For this end, give me leave to fingle out, and pro- 
pole for imitation ſome worthy and notable» parts of 
his; and I muſt alſo crave the aid of your love to him; 
and thoſe ſoftened thoughts of mortality which are 
wont to attend theſe times, that I may commend them 


to your liking and practice with the more ſucceſs, and 


ſtronger impreſſion.— l ſhall commend unto you 
1. His fingular integrity in diſpoſing thoſe church liuings 
ie had in his power. And in this point I myſelf can 
ſay more than any, who taſted the moſt deeply of his 
worthy conduct this way. When 1 never ſought 
after, as is well known, nor thought I on any ſuch 
thing, he ſent for me, and moſt treely beſtowed the 
living which lat preſent enjoy. And I know bis pur- 
pole for the reſt : for he himſelf gave me this metlage 
to as worthy and reverend a man as I know unpteferred 
in the land, that if he would come to bim, he would 
give him the firſt that fell; and for no. other reaſon, 
but becauſe he had heard he was a reverend and 
worthy miniſter—I am perſuaded in this point he 
might be a pattern, not oy to all here preſent whom 
it might concern, (though | look upon the * ot 
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ſome who have acted alſo very nobly this way,) but 
to all the patrons in England. —Be pleaſed then, you 
that loved him, to tread in his ſteps ; and the rather, 
becauſe if you are unconſcionable herein, it may not 
only bring the curſe of God upon yourſelves and your 
N rity, in the mean time; but allo a company of 
ſouls, caſt away by reaſon of your corruption, 
againſt you at the laſt great day; who will then cry 
out before God, angels, and men, that you for a little 
bloody gain put upon them an ignorant, idle, diflo- 


lute, non-refident, or ſome way unfaithful miniſter, 


whereby they muſt now periſh everlaſtingly ; whereas 
if you had been honeſt and uncorrupt, there had been 
hopes they might have lived in the endleſs joys of 
2. His forbearing 


10 travel on the Sabbath when in his 
circuit: Whereby he gained a great deal of honour to 
his name, over all this kingdom ; prevailed with others 
of his own high rank to do the ſame; and by his ex- 
ample cauſed much encouragement, increaſe, and regard 
to religion in thoſe countries through which he paſſed, 
I with 1 might ſo much prevail with you, as that from 
this occafion you would lay nearer to heart a more 
holy and heavenly ſpending of the Lord's-day : For, 
" thouſand to one, a conſtant keeper of the Sabbath is 
ſound-hearted towards God; while a Sabbath-breaker 
is in truth à ſtranger to the power of grace and life of 
godlineſs. KATY | 

3. His patient ſubmiſſion lo private admonition: A 
virtue ordinarily as ſtrange with great men, as flattery 
is ſamiliar. Something of evil there was, which he 
was. likely to have fallen into: And yet when I in zeal 
and love to his ſoul and falvation, adviſed him in pri- 
vate as a miniſter of God, and in the humbleſt manner 
' rendered my reaſons againft his reſolution; after he had 
well thought upon it, it. never went further. Yet let 
me tell you, be had formerly given me encouragement 
hereunto, entreating me once in private to deal plainly 


with him. Now I would to God, you would imitate 


d him 


* 
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him in this alſo; eſpecially you that are great ones. 
Ye will allow the Phyſician to tell you the diſeaſes of 
your body, and the Lawyer. to ſhew vou any flaw in 
your eſtate; and ſhall only the Miniſter of God not 
tell you that your fouls are dying eternalljß ? 

4. His laying lo heart the duties of lis high flation, 1 
mean his extraordinary. induſtry and labour in his ju- 
diciary employments, His painfulnels ' in this way 
was wonderful, even after his laſt ſickneſs had ſeized - 
upon him. 1 with all the magiſtrates in the country 
were my hearers. I would entreat them with all ear- 
neſtneſs of ſpirit, to be active, conſcionable, refolute ;- 
and that they would not be angry with us when we 
preſs and perſuade them to round courles againſt the e- 
fractory, and to the putting down of diſorderly ale- - 
houles ; upon which point his majeſty and the worthy 
judges ſo much inſiſt, and which, when all is ſaid, are 
the finks and ſources of all wickednels, 
wo His reſoluteneſs againſt riſing by corruption and briſury. 

hen he was firlt preſented to that place of honour” 
about the prince, it pleaſed our gracious ſovereign to 
ſtile him the judge which would give no money. A bleſ- 
ſed thing it would be, if ſuch an heart were in alf 
6. Au eaſineſs of acceſs, and affability of carriage: A 
fair, loving, kind deportment towards all. I never ſaw 
a man of ſuch worth and greatneſs look more mildly 
upon a mean man in my lite : and yet with ſo grave a 
preſence, that neither the authority of his perſon nor 
the dignity of his place received any diſparagement. 
In this allo he might have been a notable precedent to 
take down the haughty imperious carriage of many in 

the world, who are of far inferior worth and more ig- 
noble birth.—As among profeſſors. of religion, he is 
the beſt Chriſtian who is the moſt humble; ſo in the 
ſchool of morality, he is accounted the trueſt gentle- 
man, who is moſt courteous. | 7+. 

7. His happineſs in having religious atteudants. Follow | - 
him alſo in this. He taſted the fruit of it in bis laſt 
extremeties. For being caſt by God's providence _ 


| - 
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tbat part of the country where he had not fach means 
and opportunities for thoſe Jaſt comfortable ſpiritual _ 
aſſiſtances, which a dying man would defire, his at- 
| tendants ſpoke ſeaſonably to bim out of the book of 
God, and were both able, and did pray with him ac- 
— to the occaſion. Whereupon I muſt tell you, 
(let as many proſane ſpirits ſcorn at it as will,) thoſe 
tollowers of his, call them Puritans or what you will, 
however they might miſs in ſome complimentary cir- 
cumſtances by reaſon of that grief which was 
them for the los of their ſo noble a lord, yet did 1 | 
in thoſe laſt agonies more true ſervice and honour, than 
all the ſwaggering good-fellow ſerving- men will do their 
maſters unto the world's end. 

I" 3 4 right judgmevit and W of profitable # 
aud conſcionable fermons. He bath often been heard of 
late times to reply thus to the contradictions cf op- 
poſers ; ** I cannot tell,“ ſaith he, what you call 
puritanical ſermons; they come neareſt to my con- 
fſcience, and do me the moſt good.“ — This of all the 

reſt I would preſs moſt upon you. If you were but 
thus aſſected, to ſay the leaſt, you would Dein to 
look towards heaven. 690 


. 
THE LIFE OF SIR THOMAS THINNE, KNIGHT, 
* | (From his Funcral Sermon, by Daniel Feaey, D. D) 


18 natural parts were perfected by art and Jearn- 
ing, and his morais much improved by grace. 
He was a moſt provident houſeholder, loving huſband, | 
. 1ndulgent father, kind landlord, and liberal patron. 
So kind. a landlord, that when his tenants through 
misfortunes were holed with him, be was ſo far from | 
ſuing them, or putting them to trouble to extort his , 
due from them; that inſtead of receiving from them, 
he lent great ſums unto. them; ; by the good employ- 
moat | Thereof. they wee enabled to recover OI - 
5 | an 
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and pay him.—S0 liberal a patron he was, that he not 
only freely beſtowed all the benefices that fell in his 
gift, but was alſo at all the charge of inſtitution, in- 
duction, compoſition, firſt-fruits, and whatſoever bur-- 
den fell upon the incumbent : Such patterns of 

trons, we may rather wiſh than hope for after him. 

hat ſhall l need to add more concerning him, whoſe 
birth was. illuſtrious, his education liberal, his patri- 
mony great, his matches ſuitable, his life exemplary, 
and his death comfortable! Single virtues we meet 
with in many, but ſuch combinations as were in him, 
ſuch affability in ſuch gravity, ſuch humility in ſuch 
eminency, ſuch patience in ſuch trials, ſuch temper- 
ance and moderation in ſuch abundance, as we have 
jutt cauſe to bleſs God for in him, ſo we have great 
cauſe to pray for in others of his rank. In his tender 
years he was ſet as a choice plant in the famous nurſery 
of good learning and religion, the univerſity of Oxford, 
where living as a commoner in Corpus Chriſti college, 


under the care and tuition of Dr. Sebaſtian Wenfield, 


he very much thrived and grew above his equals both 


in grace and in knowledge, gaining to himſelf as much 


love as learning. After he was removed from thence, 
he fell into very great troubles, as well before as after 
the death of his father: but the Lord delivered him 


out of all. Theſe croſſes and afflictions ſerved but as 


files to brighten thoſe gifts and graces in him, which 
ſhined afterwards moſt brightly in his more ſettled 


eſtate and eminent employments ; being choſen deputy 


lieutenant in Wiltſhire, commiſſioner in three ſhires, 
four times high ſheriff, and often knight for the ſhire in 
parliament : In all which places of important negocia- 
tions and great truſt, he ſo carried himſelf, that all 
men might ſee in all his actions, he had a "ſpecial eye 
to the motto in his eſcutcheon, Jeay bonne cauſe, for 
with Mary he always choſe the good part, and ſtood 
up for the truth, which he confirmed. with his laſt 


| breath —You have heard what he was in public; but 


what was he in private ? Religion is like the precious 


— 
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8 _ wardly, but we may diſcern as it were golden drops 


Within. Three of theſe 1 will preſent to your view. 
The firſt of theſe was Tenderneſs of Conſcience, which 
is one of the moſt infallible tokens and marks of a child 
of God: So tender was he, that he would undertake 


4p no buſineſs before he was fully perſuaded of the lawful- 
_ © neſs thereof, both by clear texts of ſcripture, and the 


approbation of moſt learned and conſcientious divines. 
He made ſcruple, not only of. committing the leaſt 
Known fin, but of embarking into any action which 
Vas queſtionable among thoſe that love the truth in 


= * 
8 . 
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Tbe ſecond was Chriftian Compaſſion, whereby he 
took to heart the afflict ions of Joleph, and miſery of 
Lazarus, whoſe ſores be cured with the moſt precious 
balſam he could buy for his money. He furniſhed 
himſelf with the beſt cordials and the rareſt medicinal 
receipts; and when he heard of any poor, fick, or 
hurt, he not only ſeat them money but medicines alſo, 
thinking nothing could coſt bim too dear, whereby he 
might ave the life, or recover the health of the pooreſt 
member of Chriſt Jeſus. —ln the years of dearth and 
fickneſs, he ſent proviſion to all the pariſhes about 
him, and thrice a week relieved an hundred at leaſt at 


his gate: Neither did his compaſhon- die with him; , 


for in his will and teſtament confirmed by him the day 
before his death, he bequeathed divers legacics to the 
poor, whereof theſe following came to my notice. To 
St. Margaret's, in Weſtminſter ten pounds. To 
Kemsford, ſixty pounds. To Coſley, ſixty pounds. 


85 6 15 10 Froome and the Woodlands, ore hundred pounds. 
Po” To Warminſter, one hundred pounds. To Deverill - 


and Mounton, one hundred pounds. 


Th)ybe laſt which 1 ſhall preſent to your view at this 


time, was his Fervency of Zeal for the truth of the 


N 2 gripe In all the benefices which he beſtowed, he took 


pecial care to make choice of men ſound in the faith, 
no way warping either to Popiſh ſuperſtition, or ſchiſ- 


1 


thoſe miniſters of theqʒoſpel, who were feryent in ſpirit 


and zealous for the truth; ſo he hated none more than © ; ; 
temporizers and lukewarm Laodiceans : He ſeldom 
a great de- 


ſpake of any Romaniſis without expreſſing a 
teſtation of their idolatry and ſuperſtition.— The night 
before he changed this life for a better, after an humble 
confeſſion of his fins in general, and a particular pro- 


feſhon of the” articles of bis belief, in Thich he. bad 
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matical ſeparation: As he made greateſt account: of | 


lived, and now was reſolved to die, he added, Ire 5 


nounce all Popiſh ſuperſtition, all human merits, truſt- 


ing only upon the merits of the death and paſſion of m 
Saviour; and whoſoever truſteth on any other, 


find when he is dying, if not beſors, that he Jeaneth : 


upon broken reeds, 
After the benediction af bis wife 904 children, bbs 


ing defired by me to eaſe his mind, and declare if any | 


thing lay heavy upon bis conſcience ; he anſwe 


Nothing he thanked God: Yet like an obedient 


child of his mother, the Church of England, both 


| heartily defired, and received her abſolution. And now 


profeſſing that he was moſt willing to leave the _ 
be beſought all to pray for him; and himſelf pra 


moſt fervently, that God would enable him I 0 


ap, 1-44 


to abide his good will and pleaſure, and to go through * 


this laſt and greateſt work of faith and patience : And 
-#he pangs of death foon after coming upon him, he 
fixed his eyes on heaven from whence came his belp; 
and to the laſt gaſp, lifted up his hand, as it were, to 


lay hold on that crown of r hteuſneſs, which Chriſt 
reacheth out to all his chi ren, who _ out the 


good hight of faith, and . in the ad. 
ON» by 
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E had his edutation at the van of St. 5 
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In July 1686, he acceptecl of an invitation from the 


| church in Loidon; of which the Rev. Mr. Brooks 


had been a paſtor. | 

He was a worthy contender for the faith which was 
once delivered to the ſaints, a ſteady aſſertor of free and 
effectual in converſion, of the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt alone for our juſtification ; and of all the other 
points of Chriſtian doctrine which ſtand connected with 
theſe, - Nor did he neglect, but on the contrary, 
warmly and conſtantly require and exhort to golpel- | 
| holineſs and new obedience. 

And as he lived in the faith be bad preached, ſo be 
died in it, and defired his friends might know what oa 
his-death-bed he declared z—** Which was,” ſays Mr. 
Neſbit, in a funeral ſermon he preached And publiſhed: 
on Mr. Taylor's death, as I have it delivered to me, in 
theſe words: I am exceedingly well ſatisfied in the 
defence I have been enabled to make of the truths: of 
the goſpel in my time, and now am full of the com- 
forts of them. And if it were poſlible for me to Jive 
a thouſand years longer, I would continue to preach 
thoſe truths as I have done, and be more earneſt in 
the 'defence of them.” | 

He died, not only i in the Lord, but with abundant 
ſatisfaction entered into his r 5 joy , in 1 September 
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